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iv The Editors Preface. 

Englifh in a. private Hand. The prin- 
ted Editions are. two Latin : one Sans 
Hate, t$e other in R. Hakluyts Cplle&i- 
on, printed at London, ijqSj one 
Englifh, printed at London, \^6% y 

and one Italian, 1 j 3 7. The Varia- 

jions of %he Latin Copies are marked, 
L *> *> 3> 4; of the Englifh, E 1, 2, 
3,4; of the French, Fi y i' t and of 
the {talian, /. /&f? <«? ##0 two: in- 
dices j 0/z<? tf/*fo Contents y the other of 
obfolete Words. 

'this Edition agrees with the Latin 
and French MSS; and appears to be 
the genuine Work of the Author ; who 
fays, * that he tr anjiated it out of La- 
tin into French, and out 0/ French into 
Englifh; whereas all other printed Edi^ 
tions are fo curtailed and tranfpofd, as 
' to he made thereby other Books. The 
three Englifh MSS. named above, as 
well as the Englifh printed Edition, 
contain a third part fejs than this. For 

VP. 6, an4 7. 
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The Editor's Prefacd V 

Infiance-^ they wholly want, what is 
contain* d here ^ from Page 4$ to 71. 

The Author ; according to the humour 
of the times of Imorance he Irtfd in, 
has put into his Hifiory abundance of 
Miracles and Jlrange things $ fo that • 
the Title of one of the Latin MSS. is 
ftinerarium Jdhannis Maundevile, de 
Mirabilibus Mundi: and his EogMih 
Transcribers dnd Editors have taken 
care to preferve them, all $ hut have 
dropt a great deal of what , now a days, 
will be counted the be fi part of the Book. 
He. was ambitious of faying all he 
could, of the places he treats of $ and 
therefore has taken Monfiers out of 
Pliny, Miracles out of Legends, and 
firange Stories out of what will now be 
called Romances. Thus his Story of 
the Sparrow-hawk, b kept in a Cafile ■ 
in Armenia the lefs, he has from John 
of Arras'* Hifiory of Melufine c : who 

*P. n6, 7, and 8. 

« Biblioth. Reg. 18. H. It. 
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vi The Editor s Preface. 

after tnvocating the Divine Affiftance, 
Jays, The which Hyftory I have by- 
gonne, after the veray and true Cro- 
nykles, — and many other Bokes, that 
I have fought and overredde, for to 
accomplyfshe hit. So that the falfi- 
ties in this Hiftory are occafioned by 
other Authors, at that time accounted 
true ', and the fault of the Hiftorian, 
that he did not name his Authors. How- 
ever, when he tells- the mofi improbable 
Stories, he prefaces them with, Thet 
feyn, or, men feyn, but I have not 
fene it. And particularly, in Page 
381 and i, he owns, that his Book- 
is made partly from Hear-fay, and 
partly of his own Knowledge. Where he 
adds, that at his Requejl, the Pope 
caitfed it to be examined by his Coun- 
cil; who compared, it with the Book, 
by which Mappa Mundi was made, 
etnd found it true : and thereupon it ob- 
tained the approbation of his Holinefs. 
And if old Authors mujl be rejected 

for 
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The Editor's Preface. Vil 

/ 

for putting jtr-ange Stones and Impro~ , 
babilities into their Hifiory, what will 
become of Venerable Bede, Gildas, 
GeofFry of Monmouth, and the reft of 
our Englifti Hifiorians? 

Why then Jhould not this Author 
have fys due Place and Regard, a-, 
mongft the Writers of the Age he Trtf'd. 
in j and be believ'd, in what he fays of 
his own Obfervdtion, as much as other 
Hiflorians of thofe times , and offuch like 
Matters ? He had extraordinary Qua- 
lifications and Opportunities, and was 
the chief Traveller of his time -, having 
been 3 3 Degrees, 1 6 Minutes, South- 
ern Latitude, and 6i Degrees, io 
Minutes^ Northern d . He mentions one, . 
that travad'd round the Globe : which 
he had heard of when, he was young e : 
this probably infpifd him with an early 
Pajfion for Travell. He was of a Fa~ 
mily, that came into England with, 
the Conqueror, He was a Man of 

*P. lip. «P. ill. ' < • 
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viii The Editor's Preface. 

\ 

Learning and Sub fiance, had fiudied 
Phyfic and Natural Philofophy f He 
was a confcientious -good Man ,• as ap- 
pears from feveral Infiances in the 
Book 6; particularly in p. 41 j where, 
he fays, that the Sultan of Egypt would 
have married him to a , great Prince* s 
Daughter, if he would have cfaangd 
his Religion^ and that he refused. 
He had the Sultan's great Seal, which 
procured him extraordinary Privileges, 
throughout his Dominions h .• and was ad- 
mitted to private Converfation with him * ; 
and duelled with him, as Soudyour 
in his Werres a gret while k . He al- 
fo with his Fellow Travellers were Sol- 
diers under the Great Can of Cathay 
fifteen Months \ 

John Bale, in his Catalogue of Britiih 
Writers gives him afineCharaBer: which 
follows, as tranjlated by R. Hakluyt. 

t See Bales Account of him below: and P. 217, ro 12;. 
g See the Prologue ; and P. 14, 41, 101, 316, 343, 358, 
35Q, 381, 383 and 384. 

* P. 98. iP. 166. kP, 41. 'P. 263. 

^ John 
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The Editor's Preface, ix 

" John Mandevil Knight, borne in 
<c the Towne of £ Albans, was fo well 
u g*v en *° the fiudy of Learningfrom his 
" childhood, that he feemed to plant 
iC a good part of his felicitie in the 
fame: for he fuppofed, that the 
honour of his Birth would, nothing 
" availe him, except he could render 
the fame more honourable, by his 
knowledge in good letters. Having 
therefore well grounded himfelfe in 
Religion, by reading the Scriptures, 
he applied his Studies to the Art of 
" Phyficke, a ProfeJJlon worthy a no- 
C( ble Wit: but amongjl other things, 
J)e was ravijhed with a migbtie de- 
fire to fee the greater parts of the 
<c World, asAfiz and Africa. Having 
therefore provided all things neceffary 
for his journey, he departed from 
his Countrey', in the Teere of Chrifi 
1 3 2 1 ', and, as another UlylTes, re- 
" turned home, after the fpace of 34 
c< Teeres, and was then knowen to a 

" very 
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very fewe. In the time of his 7rd- 
vaile he was in Scythia, the greater 
and lejfe Armenia, Egypt, both 
Libyas,- Arabia, Syria, Media, Me- 
fopotamia, Perfia, Chaldaea, Greece, 
Illyrium, Tartarie, and divers other 
Kingdomes of the World: and having 
gotten by this meanes the knowledge 
fC of the Languages, leaft fo many 
and great varieties, and things mi- 
raculous, whereof himfelf had bene 
* c an eie witnes, Jhould perijh in ob- 
*' livion, he committed his whole Tra- 
vel} of 34 Teeres to writing, in 
three divers tongues, Englifh, French 
" and Latine. ' Being arrived again 
%€ in England, andhavingfeenethe wick- 
ednes of that Age, he gave out this 
Speech : In our time, (/aid he) it 
may be fpoken more truly then of 
olde, that Vertue is gone, the 
€t Church is under foote, the Clergie 
<c is in errour, the Devill raigneth, 
" and Simonie beareth the fway, & c. 

« He 



4C 



C< 



U 



iC 



€€ 



CC 







The Editor V Preface, xi 

" He died at Leege, in the Teere 
" 1371, the 17 day of November,' 
" being there buried in the Abbie of the 
<f Order of the Gulielmites." 

Abr. Ortelius, in his Itinerarium 
Belgian P. 1 6, has printed his Epitaph y 
whkh he found in the for tf aid Abbie, . 
thus.: Hie Jacet Vir nobilis, Domlnus 
Johannes de Mandeville, alitef dictus, 
ad Bar bam, Miles, Dominus de Camp-, 
di, natus de Anglia, Medicine Pro* 
feftbr, devotiflimus Orator, & bpno- 
rum largiflimus pauperibus erogator : 
qui toto quafi Orbe luftrato, Leodii 
diem vite fue claufit extremum, anno 
Domini 13*71, Menfis Novembris die 
17. And he fays, that upon the fame 
Stone with the Epitaph, ss ingraven a 
Man in Armour, with a forked Beard 9 
treading upon a Lion; and at the head 
of htm, a hand of one^bkffing him, and 
thefe Words in French, Vos ki pafeis 
for mi, pour l'amour Deix, prpies por 
tnu That is, Ye that pais over me, 

for 



*ii, The Editor's Preface. 

for the love of God, pray for me* 
There is alfo a void place, fir a Scutche- 
on ,• wherein, he was told, was for- 
merly a Brafs Plate, with his Armes 
ingraven thereon ,• viz. a Lion Argent, 
with a Lunet Gules at his Breafi, in 
a Fseld Azure, and a Bordure ingraled 
Or m . The Churchmen there Jhewed 
him alfo, the Knives, the Furniture of 
his Horfe, and the Spurs, which he 
ufed in his Travells. 

Its not unlikely > hut Sir John Man- 
devil might get the Nick- name of 
ad Barbam, from his ujing to wear a 
long Beard, when he was grown old. 
But at the end of the Latin printed jE- . 
dition of his Travells, there is mention- ' 
ed a venerable old Phyficidn, called 
Johannes ad Barbara; whom he met 
with at Liege, and after fome conver- 
fation, recoUeBed that they had been 
acquainted at Cayro in Egiptj and 

9 

« This Coat was born by Sir Eager Tyrell of Hartfordfhire, 
in the time of Edward h Cotton lib. T#. V. X, Page 15$, 

thai 
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The Editor s Preface, xiii 

that this Do&or, after having done 
him Jingular fervice y as a Phy/ician, 
both perfuaded and ajpfled him to v 
write his Travells. However none of 
the above named MSS. have this Paf- 

John Weevcr, in his ancient funeral 
Monuments, P. y<$8, fays, he faw 
the forefaid Epitaph at Liege $ and 
the Verfes following, hanging by on a 
Table. 

« 

Aliqd. 

Hoc jacet in Tumulo, cui totus P atria 
vivo 
Orbis erat : totum quern peragrafTe 
ferunt. 
Anglus Equefque fuit : nunc Ille Bri- 
tannus Ulyfles 
Dicatur j Graio clarus UlyfTe magts. 
Moribus, ingenio, candore & fangui- 
ne clarus, 
Et yere cultor Relligionis erat. 

Nomen 
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xiv The Editor's Preface. 

Nomen fi queras, eft Mandevii : Indus 
Arabfque 
Sat notum dicet Finibus efle Cms. 

And he 'ridicules the Inhabitants of 
St. Albans, for the following Epitaph, 
ftp on a Pillar of their Abbey ,• near to 
which, they fuppofe his Body to have 
been buried. 

All ye that paflfe, on this Pillar caft eye, 
This Epitaph read, if you can : 

'Twill tell you, a Tombe once flood 
in this roome, 
Of a brave fpirited man ; 

John Mandevii by name, a Knight of 
great fame, 
Born in this honoured Towhe. 
Before him was none, that ever was 
known e, 
For travaile of fo high renowne. 
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The Editor's Preface, xv 

As the Knights in the Temple croffe-. 
legged in Marble, 

In Armour with Sword and with 
Sheeld, 

So was this Knight grac'fc, Which Time 
hath defac't, 

That nothing but Ruines doth 
yeeld. 

His Travailes being donhe, he mines 
like the Sun, 
In heavenly Canaan y 
To which bleffcd Place, the Lord, of 
his grace, 
Bring us all, man'after man. 

The Language of this Biftory is fuch a* 
our Ancejkrs fpoke, three hundred Tears 
ago : whtch is a Curiofity, will compenfate 
the Reader for the Solecifms and un- 
couth Expreffions, he will meet with 
Before the Art of Priming was found 
out, there was no fetled Method of fpel- 
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xvi The Editor's Preface. 

ling: therefore the fame Word here « 
often fpek different ways ; and that e- 
even m the fame Page-, as, Heve4,^A 
Heed, Hed, Hede; Aaitter, Awtere", / 
Awteer, Amtiere, &c. 
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THE 

PROLO CUE. 

■ |0R als moche as the Lond be- 

ll zonde the See, that is to fcye, 
J the Holy Loud, that Men cal- 

1 leu the Load of Protoyflioun, 

2 orofBehcfte, paiTynge alle o- 
there Londes, is the moft worthi Londj mofli 
Excellent , and Lady and Sovereyn of alle 
othere Londcs, and is bleiTed and halewed of 
the precyous Body and Blood of ovjre Lofd 
JeJU Crifi ; in the wliiche Lond it lykedc 

• Fer alt mttbe!\ The Author makes his firft Sentence of 
an unufual length; and the Caufal, he begins With, hath in 
Inference no nearer then Page 4; .Whtrfart evtry god* Cri- 
fltnt Sec. but the Latin Edition has them newer together j 
Wanting three Quarter! of the Prologue, 

B him 
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him to take Flefche and Blood of the Virgyne 
Marie j to envyrone that holy Lond with his 
bleflede Feet ; and there he wolde of his ble£ 
iedneffe enoumbre him in the feyd blefled and 
glorioufe Virgine Marie y and become Man, 
and worche many Myracles, and preche and 
teche the Feythe and the Lawe of Criftene 
Men unto his Children ; and there it lykede 
him to fuflre many Reprevinges and Scornes 
for us ; and he that was Kyng of Hevene, 
of Eyr, of Erthe, of See and of alle thinges 
that ben conteyned in hem, wolde alle only 
hen cleped Kyng of that Lond, whan hefeyde, 
Rex fum Judeorum, that is to feyne, / am 
'Kyng of J ewes ; and that Lond he chees be- 
fore alle other Londes, as the befte and moft 
worthi Lond, and the moft vertuqufe Lond 
of alle the World : For it is the Herte and the 
inyddes of all the World; wytneflynge the 
Philofbphere, that feythe thus ; Virtus rerum 
in medio conjiftit: That is to feye i TheVer* 
tue of thinges is in the myddes ; and in that 
Lond he wolde lede his Lyf, and fuffire Pat 
fioun and Dethe, of Jewes, for us ; for to 
bye and to delyvere us from Peynes of Helle, 
and from Dethe withouten ende ; the whiche 
was ordeyned for us, for the Synne of oure 
formere Fader Adam* and /or oure owae 

Synnes 
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Synnesalfo: For as for himfelf, he hadde non 
evylle deferved : For he thoughte nevere e- 
vylle nedyd evylle : And he that wasKyng of* 
Glorie and of Joye, myghten beft in that 
Place fuflre Dethe ; becaufe he ches in that 
Lond, rathere than in ony o there, there to 
fuffre hisPaflioun and his Dethe : For he that 
Wil pupplifche ony thing to make it openly 
knowen, he*wil make it to ben cryed and pro* 
nounced in the myddel place of a Town ; fb 
that f he thing that is proclamed and pronoun- 
ced, may evenly ftrecche to alle Parties 2 
Righte fb, he that was formyour of alle the 
World, wolde fuffre for us at Jerufalems 
that is the myddes of the World ; to that ende 
and entent, that his Pafiioun and his Dethe, 
that was pupplifcht there, myghte ben knowen 
evenly to alle the Parties of the World. See 
now how dere he boughte Man , that he made 
after his owne Ymage, and how dere he azen 
boghte us, for the grete Love that he hadde 
to us, and we nevere deferved it to him. For 
more precyous Catelle ne gretter Ranfbum, 
ne myghte he put for us, than his bleflede 
Body, his precyous Blood, and his holy Lyf, 
that he thralled for us; and alle he offred for 
us, that nevere did Synne, A dere God, what 
Love hadde he to us his Subjettes, whan he 

, B: that 
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that nevere fcrefpaced, wolde for Trefpaflbufs 
fuffre Dethe ! Righte wel oughte us for to love 
and worfchipe, to drede.and ferven fuche a 
Lord ; and to worfchipe and preyfe fuche an 
holy Lond, that broughte forthe fuche Fruyt, 
thorghe the whiche every Man is faved, but 
it be his owne defaute. Wel may that Lond 
be called delytable and a fru&uous Lond, that 
was bebledd and moyfted with the precyoufe 
Blode of oure Lord Jefu Criji ; the whiche 
is the fame Lond, that oure Lord behighten 
us in Heritage. And in that Lond he wolde 
dye, as feifed, for to leve it to us his Chil- 
dren. Wherfore every gode Criftene Man* 
that is of Po were, and hathe whereof, fcholde 
b peyhen him with all his Strengthe for to 
conquere oure righte Heritage, and chacea 
out alle the mysbeleevynge Men. For wee 
ben clept Criftenfe Men, aftre Criji our Fadre. 
And zif wee ben righte Children of Criji 9 we 
oughte for to chalcnge the Heritage, that 
oure Fadre lafte us, and do it out of hethene 
Mennes hondes. But nowe Pryde* Covetyfe 
and Envye han fo enflawmed the Hertes of 
Lordes of the World, that thei are more befy 
for to difherite here Neyghfyores, more than 

b Strengthe hem for to tmejuert. E. I* z, 3. fe deveroit pe- 

ner & metire en graunt. F, 1, 2, 

for. 
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for to chalenge or to conquere here righte 
Heritage before feyd. And the comoun Pe-; 
pie, that tirolde putte here Bodyes and here 
Catelle, for to conquere oure Heritage; thei 
may riot don it witholiten the Lordes. For 
a femblee of Peple withouten a Cheventeyn, 
or a chief Lord, is as aFloqk of Scheep with- 
outen a Schepperde ; the which departeth and 
defparpleth, and wyten never whidre to go. 
But woldeGod, thaf the temporel Lordes and 
alle worldly Lordes weren at gode accord, and 
with the comen Peple woulden taken this ho- 
ly Viage over the See. Thanne I trowe wfcf, 
that within a lityl tyme, oure righte Heritage 
before feyd fcholde be reconfyled and put in 
the Hondes of the righte Hekes of jfe/u 
Criji. 

And for als moche as it is longe tyrne pafc 
fed, that ther was no generalle PafTage ne 
Vyage over the See ; and many Men defiren 
for to here fpeke of the holy Lond, and han 
thereof gret Solace and Comfort ; I John 
Maundevylle, Knyght, alle be it I be not 
worthi, that was born in England, in the 
Town ofStyntAlbonesi pafledthe See, in the 
Zeer of our Lfcrd Jefii Criji MCCCXXII, 
in the Day of Seynt Michelle; and hidre t6 
have ben longe tyme bver the See, and have 

' 8 3. feya 
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feyn and gon thorghe manye dy verfe Loodes, 
pod many Provynces and Kingdomes and 
lies, and have patted rfcorghe Tartarye, Ter- 
eye, c Ermonye the litylle and the grete; 
thorghe Lybye> Caldee and a gret partie of 
JLthiope ; thorghe Anazoyne^ Inde the lafle 
and the more, a gret partie ; and thorghe out 
many othere lies, that ben abouten Indey 
where dwellen many dy verfe Folkes, and of 
dy verfe Maneres and Lawes, afcd of dy verfe 
Schappes of Men. Of whtche Londes and 
lies, I fchalle fpefce more pteynly herealtre. 
And I fchalle devife zou fom partie of thinges 
that there ben, whan time fchalle ben, aftrs 
it may beft come to my mynde ; and fpecy* 
ally for hemi that wylle and are in purpos for 
to vifite the Holy Citee of Jerufalm^ and 
the holy Places tjiat are thereabouts And I 
fchalle telle the Weye, that thei fchulleholdea 
thidre. For I have often tyntes pafled and 
ryden the way, with gode Companye of ma- 
ny Lordes : God be thonked. 

And zee fchulle undirftonde, that I have 
put this Boke out of Latyn into Frenfibe* ' 
and tranflated it azen out of Frenfihe into 
Englytfche, that every Man of my Nacioua 
may undirftonde it, But Lordes andKnyghtes 

c Aimeui^ 

and 
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and othere noble and worthi Men, that conne 
Latyn but litylle, and han ben bezonde the 
See, knoweo and undirftonden, zif I erre in. 
devifynge, for forzetynge, or elles ; that thei 
inowe redrefle it and amende it. For thinges 
patted ont of longe tyme from a Mannes 
mynde or ftom his fyghr, turnea fone into 
forzetynge : Becanfe that Mynde of Man ne 
may not ben comprehended ne witheholden, 
lor the Freeltee of Mankynde. 



B 4 Cap. 



$ The Voiage and Travaik of 

C A P. I. 

To teche zou the fVeye out of Englond 

to Conftantinoble. 

\ 

IN the Name of God Glorious and Alle- 
myghty. He that wil pa(Te over the See, 
^o go to the City of Jerufalem, he may go 
by many Weyes, bothe on See and Londe, a£? 
tre the Contree that hee cometh fro : manye 
of hem comen to on ende. But a troweth not 
that I wil telle zou alle the Townes and Cy- 
tees and Caftelles, that Men lchulle go by ; 
for than fcholde I make to longe a Tale : 
but alle only fumme Contrees and mod prin- 
cypalle Stedes, that Men fchulle gone thorgh, 
to gon the righte Way. Firft, zif a Man come 
from the Weft; fyde of the World, as Enge- 
lond, Ire lond, Wales, Skotlond or Norweye ; 
he may, zif that h? wole, go thorghe e A£ 
mayne, and thorghe the Kyngdom of Hun- 
garye, f that marchethe to the Lond of * To- 
layne, and to the Lond of Tannonye, and fo 
to h Slejie, And the Kyng of Hungary e is % 

* Troweth for trow, is common in old Englifh. 

« Germany. * Quod conterminum eft, L. i t 2. 

f Pw*/*w, E. 1 , 2, 3. * dllefeye, E. 1 , 2, 3, Swept, L. 1 , 2. 

gret 
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gret Lord and a myghty, and holdethe grctc 
Lordfchippes and meche Lond in his Hond. 
For he holdethe the Kyngdom of Hmgarie* 
1 Solavonye and of Comanye a gret part, and 
of Bulgarie, that Men clepen the Lond of 
Bougiers, and of the Reme of Roujfye a gret 
partie, whereof he hathe made aDuchee, that 
hftethunto the Lond oi^Nyflan^ and f march- 
ethe to Truyjfe. And Men gon thorghe the 
Lond of this Lord, thorghe a Cytee that is 
clept * Cypron, and by the Caftelle of m Neafe- 
burgbe, and be the n evylle Town, that fyct 
toward the ende of Hungarye. And there 
pafle Men the Ryvere of 'Danubee. This 
Ry vere of Danubee is a fulle gret Ryvere ; 
and it gothe into Almayne, undre the Hilles 
of Lombardye : and it recey vethe into him 
40 othere Ry veres ; and it rennethe thorghe 
Hungarie and thorghe Greece and thorghe 
Trachie, and it entreth into the See, toward 
the EJty fo ° rudely and fb fcharply, that the 
Watre of the See is frefTche and holdethe his 

m 

fwetnefle 2,0 Myle within the See. 

* Savoy xjty E. 1. Savoy e 9 E. 2, 3. Sclavoniam, L. 1. 

k Nefiond y E. 1. Nyfiond, E. 2, 3. Nflan, L. 1, 2. 

1 Cbippronne, E. I, 1. L/i. Schypfronne, E. 3. L. 2. 

m NewboiVy E. r. Neuborewe, E. 2, 3. 

» Same, E. 1. lie, E. 2. 

j Swiftly, E, 1. Stalworthly, E. 2. Styfiyche, E. 3. 

"" "-■ ' ' And 
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And afere goft Men t» Belgrave> and etK 
t*en into* the Lond offBourgres*, and ther£ 
pafle.M'eoa Brigge of Ston, that is upon the 
Ryver of <* Mafrok. AndMen pafffen thorghe 
the Lond $f r Tyneemarts&j and comen to 
Greet* to the Cj tee of s Ny&> and to the Cy- 
tee o$ x ]tynep*pei and afire to the Cytee of 
+ € Dandremblei and aftre to CMfinntynobk^ 
that was wont to be dept Bezanzon. And 
there dwellethe comounly the Emperour o£ 
Gjw*. And the*e m the moft fayr Chirch# 
and the molt noble of alls the World: And 
it is of feynt Sfcphie. And before that Chi* che 
is ? the Ymage of Jujlyny*n the Emperowr, co^ 
vered with Gold* and fie fytt apon an Hor£ 
y crowned. And he was wont to-holden a 
round Appelfe of Gold in his MScmd : but te 
is fellen- out* thereof. And Men feyn tftere* 
that it is a tokene, that the Enaperonr hathe 
y hUt a gretpartie of his Londe$ and of his 
Lordlfchipes: ferhewaswont to ben Bmperou* 
of Roimynr and of€rece> of alle^5^ the 
lefle, and of the Lond of Stiwye, °* AelLond 

P Br#£«,.E. I. B*gr«, E- 1, 3- Bougres, F. I. L.i. Bungret, 
F. i. Bulgrorum, L. i. The Author means Bulwark. 

q Marrol y E. 3 . Mar roe, F. I . Marroie, F. i . De Marmore, L. I ,*.' 

* Pynceras, E. i, 3. Pyncoras, E, 2. Pynteras, L. 1. 

* S*er»«, E. 1. E. 3. L. 1. 5wr»yi, E. 2. S«, L. 2. S/*/tw 
*d fines Epapit, L. 1. Ny e# J«m a, fine Pape, F. 1, 2. 

t Jjfrnfiqn> E< I, 2, Jjfynpayn, E - J* *Adttanople. 
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oijudee," in the whiche is Jeru/afem, and 
oftheLondafisg^*, of Tercye, of Ardye. 
But he hathe loft alle, bat Grav ; and that- 
Lend he holt alle only. And Men w olden, 
many tymes put the Appulle into the Ymages^ 
Hond azen, 'but it wil not hplde it. Thi$i 
Appulfe betokenethe the Loxdfchipe, that he 
hadde aver alle the World, that; is round; And 
the tother Hond he lifteth up azeaft the Eflr,> 
in tokeoe to manace the Myfiloeres. This* 
Ymage ftont upon a Pylere of Marble at Co* 
fiantynpble. 



Cap. H. 

Of the Croffe and the Croune of owe 

Lord Jefw Grift* 

* 

AT Gofiatttynoble i&the Ctos of our Lord 
Jefu Crijl> and' his Cote withoutei* 
Semes, that is clept, Tunic* incon/utilit, and 
the Spoungc, and the Reed, of the whiche 
the Jewes zaven oure Lord .£#£/& wdGaMe, 
in the Cros. And there is on of the Nayles, 
that Criji was naylled with on the Crps, And 
fbme Men trowenj that half the * C*os, that 

J Sec f»g. 33. 
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Crift Was don on, be in Cipres, in an Abbey 
of Monkes, that Men callen the Hille of the 
Holy Cros; but iris not fb : For that Cros, 
that ijS in Cypre, is the Cros, in the whiche 
< Dyfina$ the gode Theef was honged onne* 
But alle Men knowen not that ; and that is 
evy lie y don. For for profy te of the Offiy nge, 
thei feye^: that it is the Cros of ourc Lord Je/u~ 
Crift. Aftd iee ; fi!hulle undf eftonde, that the 
Cros of oure Ldrd was made of 4 manere of 
Tree% as it is conteyned in this Vers, 

In Crucefit Talma* Cedrus, Cypreffus* Oliva. 

For thatpece, that wente upright fro theErthe 
to th6 Heved, was of Cyprefle ; and the pece, 
that wente overthwart, to the whiche his 
Honds weren nayled, was of Palme; and the 
Stock, that ftode within the Erthe, in the 
whiche was made the Morteys, was of Ce- 
dre; and the Table aboven His Heved, that 
was a Fore and an half long, on the whiche 
the Title was writen, in Ebreu, Greu and 
Latyn, that was of Olyve. And the J ewes 
maden the Cros of theife 4 manere of Trees : 
For thei trowed that oure Lord Jeju Crift 
fcholde han honged on the Cros, als longe as 
the Cros myghten lafte. And therfore made 
thei the Foot of the Cros of Cedre. For Ce- 
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dire mky not, inErthc ne inWatrci rote. And 
therfore thei wolde, t:hat it fcholde have laft- 
ed longe. For thei trowed, that the Body 
of Crift fcholde have ftonken ; therfore thei 
made tfyat pece, that went from theErthe up- 
ward, of Cypres : For it is welle fmellynge; 
lb that the fmelle of his Body fcholde not 
greve Men, that wenten forby. -And the 
overthwart pece was of Palme : For in the 
y Olde Teftament> it was ordyned, that whan 
on overcomen, he fcholde be crowned with 
Palme : And for thei trowed, that thei had- 
clenfhe Vi&orye of Crift Jejus, therfore made 
thei the overthwart pece^f Palme. And the 
Table of the Ty tie, thei maden of Oly ve ; 
for Oly ve betokenethe Pes. And the ftorye 
of Noe wytnefTethe, whan that the Culver 
broughte the Braunche of Olyve, that be- 
tokend Pes made bet wene God and Man. And 
fo trowed the Jewes for. to have Pes, whan 
Crift was ded : For thei feyd, that he made 
Difcord and Strif amonges hem. And zee 
fchulle undirftonde, that oure Lord was y 
nay lied on the Cros lyggynge ; and therfore 
he fuffred the more peyne. And the Criftene 
Men, that dwellen bezond the See, in Grece, 
fey n that the Tree of the Cros, that we calien 

y Rather, Olympick Games. 

Cyprefle 
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Cyprcfle, was of that Tree* that ^i*"* ete the 

Appulle of: and that fynde thei writen. And 

theiieyn aiib, that here Scripture fey the, that 

.Adam was feek, and feyde to his Sone Set he, 

•that he fcholde go to the Aungelie, that kepte 

;Paradys, that he wolde ienden hym Oyle of 

Mercy, for to anoynte with his Membres, 

that he myghte have hele. And Set he went?. 

But the Aungelie wolde not late him come in; 

bat (eyd to him, that he myghte not have of 

rthe OyJe of Mercy. But he toke him three 

-Greynes of the fame Tree, that his Fadre eet 

the AppeUe oflc ; and bad him, als (one as his 

Fadre was ded, tb*t he fcholde putte theife 

three Greyaes undre his Tonge, atid grave 

him fo : and he dide. Arid of theife three 

Greynes fpfong a Tree, as the Aungelie feyde, 

that it fcholde, and here a Fray t, thorghe the 

. whiche Fruy t Adam fcholde be faved. And 

whan Set he cam azen, he fonde his Fadre 

nere ded. And whan he was ded, he did 

with the Greynes, as the Aungelie bad him; 

.of the. whiche fprongen three Trees, Of the 

whiche the Cros was made, that bare gode 

Fruy t and UefTed, puy e Lord Jefu Crift ; 

thorghe whom, Adam and alle that comen of 

him, fcholde be faved and delivered from 

drede of Dethe withouten ende, but it be here 

x own 
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own deftute. This holy Cros had the Jewes 
hydde in the Ertbe, undre a Roche of the 
Mownt of Calvarie ; and it lay there xoozeer 
mod more, in to the tyme that Seynt Elyne y 
that was Modre to Co&ftantyn the Emperour 
of Rome. And fche was Doughtrc of Kyng 
* Coot born in Cokbejtre, that was Kyng of 
Engelonh that was clept thanne, Brylayne 
jthe more ; the whiebe the Emperour Con- 
fiance wedded to his Wyf, for here Bewtee, 
and gat upon hire Cmfiautyn, chat was aft re 
Emperour of Rime. 

And zee fchulle undirftonde, that the Cros 
of oure Lord was eyght Cuby tes long, and 
the overthwart piece was of lengthe thre Cu- 
by tes and an half. And o partie of theCrowne 

of oure Lord, wherwich he was crowned, and 
on of the Nayles, and the Sperc Heed, and 
many other Relifces ben in France^ in the 
Ki&ges Chapelle. And the Crowne lythe in 
a Veffette of Criftaile richdiy dyghte. For a 
Kyng of Frdtmce boughte theife Relikes fom- 
xyjne of the J ewes ; to whom the Emperour 
hadleyde hem to wedde, for a gretiumme of 
Sylvre. And zif alle it be fb, that Men feyn, 
that this Croune isof Thornes, zee fchulle 
ttndifcftonde, that it was of Jonkes of the See, 

* Coyle, E. 2. Cod, E. 4. 

that 
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that is to fey, Rufhes of the See, that prykkecr 
als fcharpely asThorncs. For I have feen and 
beholden many tymes that of Tarys and that 
of Cojiantynoble : For thei were bothe on,* 
made of Ruflches of the See. But Men han 
departed hem in two Patties : of the whiche, 
o part is at 'Parys, and the other part is at 
Cojiantynoble. And I have on of tho precy- 
oufe Thornes, that femethe licke a white 
Thorn ; and that was zoven to me for gret 
Specyaltee. For there are many of hem bro- 
ken and fallen into the VefTelle, that theCroune 
ly the in : For thei breken for dryenefle, whan 
Men meven hem^ to fchewen hem to grete 
Lordes, that comen thidre. 

And zee fchulle undirflonde, that oure Lord 
Je/u 9 in that Nyghte that he was taken, he 
was y lad in to a Gardyn; and there he was 
firft examyned righte fcharply ; and there the 
J ewes fcorned him* and maden him a Crownfc 
of the Braunches of Albefpyne, that is White 
Thorn, that grew in that fame Gardyn, and 
fetten it on his Heved, fo fade and fo fore, 
that the Blood ran down be many places of 
his Vifage, and of hisNecke, and of hisSchul- 
dres. And therfore hathe White Thorn ma> 
ny Vermes : For he that berethe a Brauriche 
on him thereoffe, no Thondre ne no maner 

of 
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of Temped may dere him ; ne in the Hows, 
that it is inne, may non evylle God entre ne 
come unto the place that it is inne. And iik 
that lame Gardyn, Seynt Tetre denyed oure 
Lord thryes. Aftreward was oure Lord lad 
forthe before the Biflchoppes and the May- 
(Ires of the Lawe, in to another Gardyn of 
Anne ; and there alio he was examyned, re- 
preyed and fcorned, and crouned eft with a 
whyte Thorn, that Men clepethe Barbarynes, 
that grew in that Gardyn, and that hathe aifo 
manye Vermes. And afterward he was lad 
in to a Gardyn of Cay f has y and there he was 
crouned with * Eglentier. And aftre be was 
lad in to the Chambre of Tylate, and there 
he was examyndand crouned. And thcjew&s 
fetten him in a Chayere and cladde him in a 
Mantelle ; and there made thei the Croune of 
Jonkes of the See; and there thei knpled to 
him, and skornede him, feyenge, Ave, Rex 
Judeorum* thar is to feye, heyl Kyng of 
Jewes. And of this Croune, half is at Tar 
rys, and the other half at Coftanty noble. And 
this Croune had Criji on his Heved, whan he 
was don upon the Cros : And therfore ought6 
Men to worfchipe it and holde it more wqr* 
thi than ony of the othere. 

? Bntfenttr, E. i, 2. F. 1, 1. EzUntine, E. 4, 

C And 
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fad tbeSpcrc fcbaft hathe tbtE&perogr of 
^Imayne ; but the Heved is at Tarys, And 
oafheles theEmperoqr of Coflantyttoblekytht 
that he hathe the Spere Heed : and I baf^ 
often tyme feen it ; but it is grettere than 
that at Tarys. 

Cap, III. 

*y ftk Cyft? of Coftantynoble, and of 

the Feithe of Grekis. 

AT Cojlantynoble lyethe Seynte Anwe 
oure Ladyes Modre, whom Seynte 
JElyne dede brynge fxojfemja/em. And there 
lyethe alfo the Body o£John Cri/oftom, that 
was Erchebiflchopp of Cofiantynoble. And 
there ly the alfo Seynt Luke the Evaungelift: 
For his Bones werein broughte fsomBethmye, 
where he was bery ed. And many other e ReUkes 
ben there. And there is the Veflefle of S ton, 
as it were of Marbelle, that Mjea clepen Eqy- 
dros> that evermore droppeth Watre, and fiU- 
ethe himfeif everiche zeer, till chat it go oyer 
above, withouten that th?tMen t$fce frorwfcJ*- 
inne. 

Coftanty* 
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Cofiantytioble is a felle fayrCytee, and ia 
gode and a wel walled, and it is three corner* 
ed. And rhere is an Arm of the See Helle- 
$ont: and film Men callen it the Mouthe of 
Coftnntyndble ; aridfam Men callen it the Brace 
of Seynt George : and that Arm clofethe the 
two partes of the X^y tee. And upward to the 
See, iq*on the Watre, was wont to be the 
grcte Cytee of Trqye, in a ftille fayr Playri : 
But tharCy tee was deftroy ed by hem of Grece, 
and ly tylle apperethe there of, be caufe it fo 
longe fithe it was deftroyed. 

Abouten Grece there ben many lies, as ■ Ca- 
liflre, b Cakas, c Critige y d Tesbrha, e Mynea, 
f Fluxon* Melo, Carfate and Lempne. And 
in this Ik is the Mount Aihos, that pafTerfi 
ribeCIondes. And there ben many dyvers 
Langages and many Contreys, that ben obe* 
dyent to the Etaperonr ; that is to fey n Tur~ 
tvpk, IPytteynard, Cornange, and manye o- 

* CaUfin* E, i f z, 3, 4. CtlltfU is one of the Cyclades. 

* Cohhcs, L, i f 3. It is wanting in E. 1, z. 

*Ctoiji, E. U. Ckrtygty 3L 2.. Ci&yge, E. 3. CnxJtfgia, 
L. I., a. Qrflgt, L. 2« Settygo, E. 4* Qrtigia, I. 

* Tesbir'ta, E. t, *, 3. Thoyfiria, E. 4. Tnsbria, L. I, x; 
ZJ#i*4, L. 3. fci/fcrfa, L 

« Arymona, £. 1. -Mymna, E. 2, 3, 4. >**&«, Afi*#x, L. i# 
Mbt*x 9 L. 1. Afi»w, L. 3. Mirea, I. J^wa is a Town in 
the Ifle Amorgus. "* 

* Brow, E. 1, 3, 4. jFJrxwi, Lv 3. rkew, I. This Place 
and the three next are wanting in E, 1. 

C 2 there, 
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there, as Tfachye^ and Macedoigne^ of the 
whichc Alifandre was Kyng. In this Con- 
tree was Ariftotle born, in a Cy tee that Men 
clepen Stragers $ a lytil fro the Cytee of 
Tracbye. And at Stragers ly the Ariftotle ; 
and there is an Awtier upon his Toumbe : 
And there maken Men grete Feftes of hym 
every zeer, as thoughe he were a Seynt. And 
at his Awtier, thei holden here grete Con- 
feilles and here Aflembleez : And thei bopen, 
that thorghe inipiracioun of God and of him, 
thei fchulle have the better Confeille. In this 
Contree ben righte hyghe Hilles, toward the 
ende of Macedonye. And there is a gret Hille, 
that Men clepen Olympus, that departeth Ma- 
cedonye and Tracbye : And it is fo highe, that 
it pafleth the Cloudes. And there is another 
Hiile, that is clept Atbos, that is fb highe, 
that the Schadewe of hym rechethe to 
g Lempne, that is an He ; and it is 76 Myle 
betwene. And aboven at the cop of the Hille, 
is the Eir fb cleer, that Men may fynde no 
Wynd there. And therfore may no Beft ly ve 
there ; and fo is the Eyr drye. And Men 
feye in theife Contrees, that Philofophres foin 
tyme wenten upon theife Hilles, and helden 

. 8 According to the old Greek Vcrfe, V A*#^» *«*»;r7« ***»& 
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to hereNofe a Spounge moyftcd with Watre, 
for to have Eyr ; for the Eyr above was fo 
drye. And abbven, in the Daft and in the 
Powder of thoHilles, thei wroot Lettres and 
Figures with hire Fingres: and at the zefes 
ende thei comen azfcn, and founden the fame 
Lettres and Figures, the whiche thei hadde 
writen the zeer before, withouten ony de- 
faute. And therfore it femethe wel, that theife 
Hilles paflen the Clowdes and joynen to the 
pure Eyr. 

At Cofiantynoble is the-Palays of the Em- 
perour, righte fair and wel dyghte : and there- 
in is a fair place for Juflynges, or for other 
Pleyes and Defportes, And it is made with 
Stages, and hath Degrees aboute, that every 
Man may wei le, and non greve other. And 
undre theife Stages, ben Stables wel y vowted 
for the Emperours Hors ; and alie the Pileres 
ben of Marbelle. . And with in the Chirche 
of Seynt Sophie> an Emperour fomtyme wolde 
have biryed the Body of his Fadre, whan he 
was ded ; and as thei rnaden the Grave, thei 
founden a Body in the Erthe, and upon the 
Body lay a fyn Plate of Gold j and there on 
was writen, in Ebreu, Grece and Latyn, Let- 
tres that feyden thus, J ejus Crifius nafcetur 
fkyfrgmpMariMp fif ego credo in eum: That 

C 3 is 
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i£ ta fey or, J,ef» Crifl fcballe be born of tbc 
Yirgyne Marie, and 1 trowe in byrm And 
the Date whan it was leyd ia the Erthe, was 
iooo zee* before oure Lord was born. And 
zct is the PJafe of Gold in the Threforye of 
the Chircbef. And Men feyn, that k was 
Hermogene the Wife Man, 

And zif alte it fo be, that Men of Qrece 
ben Criften^ zit they variea from oure Feithe. 
For thei feyc, that the Holy Goft naay no£ 
come of the Sone ; but alle only of the Fadir. 
Add thei ar* not obedyent to the Cbfir che of 
Rome ^ nc to the Pope. And. thei feyj* that 
here Patrrauk bathe as. meche Power over the 
See, as the Pope bathe- on this fyde the See. 
And therfore Pope Johne the zx<* fenffo Ler- 
tres to hem,: how Criftetae Feithe fcholde ben 
alie on ; and that thei fcbolde ben obedyent 
to the Pope, that is Goddis Vacjie on Erthe; 
to wh*>m God zaf his pleyn Powet, for to 
byndeandtoafToiJle: And therfore thei fcholde 
ben obedyefct to him, And thei fenten aasen 
dy vqrfe Anfweres ; and; araooges othere, thei 
feyden thtusi/ Totentiam t*amfummam f cinca 
tuos fukfoGfosi firmiter cred'tmus. Suferbi- 
am tuam fummam tokrare non poffkmus. A- 
varitiwn tuam Jhmmam jhtiare no* intett- 
dmus. "Dominus ucwru quia ^bominus no- 

» bifcum 
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bifiutn eft. That is to feye : We trowe wel\ 
that thi Fewer is gret upon thi Subgetteu 
We rpai not fujfine thin highe Tryde. Wi 
ben not in furfos to fulfille thi gret CtWfr 
tyfe. Lord be with The : For owe Lord is 
with us. Fare twite. And other Anfwere 
myghte he not have of hem. And alfb thei 
make here Sacrement of the Awtcer of Therf 
Bred: For cure Lord made, it of fuche Bred, 
whan he made his Mawndee. And on the 
Scherethors Day make thei here Therf Bred, 
in tokene of the Mawndee, and dry en it at 
the Sonne, and kepen it aile die Zeer, and 
zeven it to feke Men, in ftede of Goddis Bo- 
dy. And thei make but on Unxioun, whan 
thei Criftcne Children. And thei anoynte not 
the feke Men: And thei feye, that there nys 
no Purgatorie, and the Soules fchulle not have 
nonther Joye ne* Peyne, tiile the Pay of 
Doom. And thei feye, that Fornicatioun is 
no Synne dedly, but a thing that is kyndely ^ 
and the Men and Women fcholde not wedde 
but ones ; and whole weddethe oitere thaa 
ones, here Children ben Baflardis and geten in 
Synne. And here Preftis alfo ben wedded* 
And thei feye alfo, that Ufure is no dedly 
Synne. And thei fellen Benefices of Holy 
Chirche: And fo don Men in ochere Places t 

C4 Go4 
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God amende ir, whan his Wille is. And 
that is gret Sclaundre. For now is Symo- 
cye Kyng croiroed in Holy Chirche i % God 
amendt it for hisMercy. And thei feyn, that 
inXentoae, Men fchulle not fafte, ne fynge 
Mafle ; bat on the Satreday and on the Smt 
day. And thei fade not on the Satreday > no 
tyme of the Zeer, but it be Crifiemaffe even 
jbt Eftre even* And thei fuffre not the La* 
tynes to fyiigen at here Avvteres : And zif 
ihei done,be ony A venture, anon thei wafichen 
the Awteer with holy Watre, And thei feyn, 
jthat there feholde be but o Mafle feyd at on 
-Artier, uj>6n o Day. And thei feye alfo, that 
mure'IfOrd ne eet nevere Mete: But he made 
rtokenc of etyng. And alio thei feye, that wee 
iynne dedly, in fehavynge oure Berdes. For 
the Berd is tokene of a Man, and Zifte of 
oure Lord;: And thei feye, that wee fynnc 
afedly, in etynge of Beftes, that weren for*- 
boden in the Old Tenement, and of the olde 
JLiwe; as Swyii, Hares, and othere Beftes, 
that chewen not here Code. And thei feyn, 
that wee fyonen, whan wee eten Fleflche on 
the Day es before AJfche Wednefday^ and of 
that that wee eten Fleflche the fVedpefday^ 
and Egges and Chefe upon the Fry day es. And 
thei accurfen alle tho, that abfteynen hem to 
' : % eten 
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eten FlefTche the Satreday. Alio the Empe- 
rour of Coftantynoble makethe the Patriarke, 
the Erchebyflchoppes and the Biflhoppes ; and 
zevethe the Dignytees and the Benefices of 
Chirches, and deprivethe hem that ben wor- 
thy, whan he fyndethe ony Caufe. And fb 
is he Lord bothe temperelle and fpirituelle, in 
his Contree. And zif zee wil wite of here 
A, B, C, what Lettres thei ben, here zee may 
feen hem, with the Names, that thei clepen 
hem there amonges hem. 

* Alpha, & Betha, y Gamma, ^Deltha, e Ep* 
filon, X Zcta, fi Eta, 6 Theta, * Iota, * Kappa, 
A Lambda, ^ My, /Ny, £ Xi, Omicron, 
w Pi, ^ Rho, (r Sigma, t Tau, uUpfilon, <p Phi, 
% Chi, i|/ Pfi, a> Omega. 

And alle be it that thrift thinges touchen 
not to o way,nevertheles thei touchen to that, 
that I have hight zou, to fchewe zou a partie 
of Cuftumes and Maneres, and dy verfitees of 
Contrees. And for this is the firfte Contree, 
that is difcordant in Fey the and in Beleeve, 
and variethe from oure Fey the, on this half 
the See, therefore I have fett it here, that zee 
may knowe the dyverfitee that is betwene 
pure Feythe and theires. For many Men han 
gret lykynge, to here Ipeke of ftraunge thinges 
of dyverfe pontr^yes. 

Cap. 
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Chap. IV. 

Of tbe Weye fro Coftantynoble to Je- 
lufakai. Of Seynt John tbe Evaun-j 
gelt/i j and of Ypocras Daughter y 

■' transformed from a Woman to a Dra- 

\| O W returnel azeo, for to teche zon the 
J^\f Way from Cojtantynoble to Jerufalem. 
He that wol thorghe fttrkye, he gothe to- 
ward the Cy tee of Nyke, and paffethe thorghe 
the zate of h Chienetout, and alle weyes]Vfen 
ften before hem the Hilte of Chienetout, that 
is righte highe: And it is a Myle and an half 
from i\Fy£e. And whofb wil go be Watre, 
be the Brace of Seynt George* and by the 
See,, w^ere Seynt Nicholas lyethe, and to- 
ward many other Races : Firft Men gothe to 
an lie, that is clept Sylo. In that He grow- 
ethcMaflyck on finale Trees : and oat of hem 
comethe Gomme, as it were of Plombtrees or 
ofCherietrees. AndaftregonMen thorghe the 
lie of Ttthmos : Apd there Wrot Seynt John 
theEvaungelift, theApocalips. Andzeefthullc 

* Tkrivtot, E. i. Chhitot, E. a. ^ 4* Cbermut y F. u 

undrc* 
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undrcftowte, that Seybt Jabnevns of Ag$ 3* 
Zecr, whan oure Lord fuffred his Paffiotwi 
and *ftr« bis Paffiwn* b*. lyvede 67 Zcer, 
and ia tb* 100 th Zeqr of his Age he dyede* 
Fromy^^^4*Mengon !mto£^>5», a£tic 
Citte «ad< nyghe to the See. And there tyede 
Seyote 3^'* and was buryed hebyade the 
lughe Awtiere, m a Toumbe. And there is 
a fail Chiicbe. For Crifteae Mcft weren wont 
to baldea thai; Place alweyes. Ast4 h* the 
Tomfecof $&y*t John is nougfate but Maona* 
that is clept Aungeks, Mete. Fo$ bis Body 
was translated i» t<?> Pa^adys, A&d 2V&\f 
boldea oow aUe that Place* and the Citcc 
and the Chtrche. And all? Afie the leiTe 15 
y depedT**^. Aftd zee fchuJle yqdrefto&cfe, 
thae Sey at Jobne leqt HwJce his Qrave there m 
bisLy£ and leyd hiwfctf |he?e wfte atte quyk. 
And ufeerfcre iomme Men- feyn, that he dye4 
aoughte, but 1 bar he leftethe there til the Day 
ofDoofD 1 . Afld fqrfixhe.there is a gret Mw- 
wyle :. For Mm may fee there the Ejthe of 
the Tombe apertly many tymes fteren and 

> Long before our Authors time, the Text, in John xxi. 
xz, 13^'in the vulgar Latin, hgppen'd to be cbang'd in favour 
of this Notion : For Jefus's Anfwer to Peters Queftion about 
John; Lord, and what {hall this Man dot is there, Sic cum 
volo mature donee venlam ; the Conjlin<fliori St being dropt, 
by means of Sic following, 

meven, 
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meven, as there weren quykkc thinges un- 
dre. 

And from Ephejim Men gon thorghe many 
lies in the See, unto the Cytee of ^Taterane, 
where Seynt Nicholas was born, and fo to 
1 Martha, where he was chofen to ben Bi£ 
fchoppe : and there growethe right gode Wyn 
and ftrong ; and that Men callen \^y n of Mar- 
tha. And from thens gon Men to the Ileof 
Crete j that the Emperour zaf fbmty me to 
*Jar$eweys. And thannepafien Men thorghe 
the Ifles of Colos and of n Lango ; of the 
whiche lies Tpocras was Lord offe. And fome 
Men feyn, that in the He of Lango is zit the 
Doughtre of Ijpocras, in forme and lykenefle 
of a gret Dragoun, that is an hundred Fadme 
oflengthe, as Men feyn: For I h^ve not feen 
hire. And thei of the lies callen hire, Lady 
of the Lend- And fche lyethe in an olde 
Caftelle, in a Cave, and fchewethe twyes or 
thryes in the Zeer. And fche dothe uon harm 
to no Man, but zif Men don hire harm. And 

* Pathaa, E. r. Patrau, F. r. Patyran, E 2. Pateran, L.I, 
2, 3, 4. Pataran, E. 3. Maiolica, I. Pater am Civitatem Pan- 
no me, L. 4. If ftiould be Patera, a Cit7 ofLycia. 

I Mark a, E. 2, 3, 4. Marrea,F. 2. Mirreorum* L. 1, 2. 
Myrrheam, L. 3, 4, Maretta f I. It fhould btMyra, and City 
of Lyeia. « The Genoefe. 

» Lango is but another Name of the Hie Go* oxCohos, where 
Biffocrates the famous Phyfician was born, * 
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fche was thus chaunged and transformed, from 
a fair Damyfele, in to lyknefle of a Dragoun, 
beaGoddclTe, that was clept ° T)eane. And 
Men feyn, that fche fchalle ib endure in that 
forme of a Dragoun, unto the tyme that a 
Knyghte come, that is fo hardy, that dar come 
to hire and kifle hire on the Mouthe : And then 
fchalle fche turne azen to hire owne Kynde, 
and ben a Woman azen : But aftre that fche 
fchalle not liven longe. And it is not longe 
iiththcn, that a Knyghte of the Rodes, that 
was hardy and doughty in Armes, feyde that 
he wolde kyffen hire. And whan he was 
upon his Courfere, and wente to the Caftelle, 
. and entred in to the Cave, the Dragoun lifte 
up hire Hed azenft him. And whan the 
Knyghte faw hire in that Forme fo hidous and 
fb horrible, he fleyghe awey. And the Dra- 
goun bare the Knyghte upon a Roche, maw- 
gre his Hede ; and from that Roche, fche 
cade him in to the See : and fo was loft bothe 
Hors and Man. And alio a zonge Man, that 
wifte not of the Dragoun, wente out of a 
Schipp, and wente thbrghe the He, til that he 
come to the Caftelle, and cam in to the Cave; 
and wente fo longe, til that he fond a Cham- 
bre, and there he faughe a Damyfele, that 

• Diana. 

kembed 
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kembed fake Hede, and tokede in a My torn ; 
andiche hadde meche Ttdburc abouten hire: 
and he xrowod, that fche hadde ben a <x» Jnoun 
Woman, that dwelled there to rdecyro Men 
to fcriye. And be abode, riife the Dacayfeie 
firaghe the ichadewt of him io the Myrour, 
And fche turned hire toward him, and asked 
hym, what he wolde. And he fey de, he woide 
ben hire limman or Paramour. And fche 
asked him, ztf that he were a Knyghte, And 
be fcyik) nay. And than fche feyde, that 
he mygboe oat ben hire Lenman : But fche 
bad him gon azen unto his Feio wes , and 
make bim Knygh&e, and xjotoc azen upon 
the Morwe, and fche fchokie come out of the 
Cave before Mm ; and thmoe come and kydi 
hire on tht Mowthe, fltfid have no Dnrde; for 
I fchaiie da (he no*nanef haute, alle be it that 
thou fee me in fyknefic of a Dragoon. For 
thougbe thou fee me iriddufe and terrible to 
kken ta&e, I do cbe co wytene, that it is 
nadebeBnohaoBtemenL For waft aufrendoutc, 
I am non other tbm thou feed jxw, a Wo- 
man ; aakid dieribre dtocte the wiughte. And 
zif thou kyfle me, thou fctodt have alfc this 
Trcfctuse, and be my ILord, and Lwd aifo of 
allfc that lia And he akjpitted ffl> hire 4*<1 

wente 
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wente to his Felowes to Schippe, and Icet 
make hiito Knyghte, and cam azen upon the 
morwe, for to kyife this Damyfele. And whan. 
hefaughehire comen out of the Cave, in forme 
of a Dragoun, fo hidoufe and fo horrible, he 
hadde fo gret drede, .that he fleyghe aaen to 
the Schippe; and fche folewcd hioL And 
whan fche faughe, that he turned not azen* 
fche began to aye, as a thing that hadde 
meche Sorwe : and thanne fche turned azen* 
in to hire Cave ; and anon the Knyghte dyede; 
And fkhtben hidrewards, myghte noKnyghte 
fe hire, but that he dyede anoa But whaa 
a Knyghte comcthe, that is fo hardy to kifie 
hire, he ichalle not dye ; but he fchalle turne 
the Damyfele in to hire righte Forme and 
ky ndely Schapp, and he fchal be Lord of alle 
the Contteyes and lies abovefeyd. 

And from tfaens Men comen to the lie of 
Rodesj the whiche lie P Hofpitalercs bolden 
and govemen ; and that token thei fomtyme 
from the Emperour : And it was wont to be 
dept <* Collos ; and fo callen it the Turks zit. 

p An Order of Knights, called alfo Knights oS St. John of 
Jtrufakm. 

% From the Coloffus there, an Image of Juffar, 70 Cu*- 
bits or 105 Foot high ; being one of the Wonders of the 
World. 

And 
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And Scynt tC Poul, in hisEpiftles, writeth to 
hem of that He, ad Colojfenfes. This He is 
nyghe 800 Myle from Coftantynoble. 

And from this He of Rodes, Men gon to 
Cipre, where bethe many Vynes, that firft 
ben rede, and aftre o Zeer, thei becomen white : 
and theife Wynes that ben mod: white, ben 
moil clere and beft of fmelle. And Men paflen 
be that Way, be a Place that was wont to ben 
a gret Cytee and a gret Lond : and the Cytee 
was clept • Catbaillye : the whiche Cytee and 
Lond was loft, thorghe Folye of a zongeMan. 
For he had a fayr Damyfele, that he loved 
wel, to his Paramour ; and fche dyed fodeyn- 
ly, and was don in a Tombe of Marble : and 
for the grete Luft, that he had to hire, he 
wente in the Nyghte unto hire Tombe and 
opened it, and went in and lay be hire, and 
wente his wey . And whan it came to the ende 
of nine Monethes, there com a Voys to him, 
and feyde, Go to the Tombe of that Woman, 

* The Author had the concurring Opinion of fome mo- 
dern Greeks, that this was the Place, to which St. Paul diretfs 
his Epiftle to the Colojpans. But that it was not this Place, 
but Colcffa, a City of Phrygia Major, appears frpm the Con- 
clufion of the Epiftle, where mention is made of Laedicea 
and Hierapolh, two neighbouring Cities of Phrygia Major. 

*Catala> E. I. Sathalay, E. z,3,4. Sathalie> L. 3,4- c h*~ 

tatie, F. 1. Cataillie, F. 1. Cattalu, L.2 tie, L. 1. So~ 

talia, I. 

and 
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Ihd open it and bcholde what thou haft be- 
goten on hire ; arid zif thou lette to go, thou 
fchalt have a gret harm. And he zede and o- 
pened the Tbmbe ; and there fleyghe out an 
t Eddere righte hidous to fee ; the w hi die als 
fwythe fleighe aboute the Cy tee and the Con- 
feree; and lone aftre the Cytefe fahk dowii. 
And there ben many e per iloufe paflages. 

Fro Rodes to Cyfre, ben 500 Myle and 
more. But Men may gon to Cyfire, abd come 
hot at Rodes. Cypre is righte a gode lie afad 
a fayr and a gret, and it hathe 4 principalis 
Cy tees Within him. And there is an Erche- 
byflhoppe at "Nicbq/ie, and 4 othere Byf- 
fchoppes in that Loild. And at Fdmagojt is 
on of the princypalle Havenes of the See, 
that is in the World : and there drryven Cri- 
ftene Men and Sarazynes and Men of alle 
Naciouns. In Cipre is the Milie of the Holy 
Cros ; and there is an Abbeye of Monkfc 
blake ; and there is the Cros of Dijhias thd 
gbdeTheef, as I have feyd before*. And fumme 
Men trowen, that there is half the Crofle of 
oure Lord: but it is not fo : and thei doii 



* All the Manufcripts but that the Book i9 printed froffi* 
have it, an Bead. 

tt Famaguftdi all the Latin Manufcripts have ft, and that 
right. * Page 1 1 ; 
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evylle, that make Mca to beleevefo. In Ctyre 
ly the Seym y Zenomyne : of whom Men of 
that Coatree maken gret Solempny tec. And 
in the Caftelle of Amour \r, lythe the Body of 
SeyntZfyl/arie; andMenkepen it righte wor- 
fchipfully . And befyile Famagoft, was Seynr 
Barnabee the Apoftle born- In Qipre Men 
hunten with z Papyonns, that ben lyche Le- 
pardes: and thei taken wylde Beftes righte 
Welle, and thei ben fomdelle more than JLy- 
ouns; and thei taken more fcharpely the 
Beftes and moredelyverly, than donHoundes. 
In Cipre is the manere of Lordis and alle o- 
there Men, alle to eten on the Erthe. For 
thei make Dyches in the Erthe alle aboute in 
the Halle, depe to the Knee, and thei do pave 
hem: and whan thei wil ete, thei gon there 
in and fytten there. Arid the Skylle is, 
thei may ben the more freflche : For that Ldix 
is meche more hottere than it is here. And 
sat grete Feftes and for Straungeres, thei fettett 
Formes and Tables, as Men don in this Con* 
tree : but thei had lever fytten in the Erthe. 

From Cypre y Men gon to the Lond of Je- 
rufalem, be the See : and in a Day and in a 
Nyghte, he that hathe gode Wynd, may come 
to the Havene of Thire, that now is clept 

7 Genonoun, E. i. * Pamfyons, £. 4. 
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Surry e. Therfc was fbmtyme a gret Cytee 
and a gode, of Cryftene Men : but Sarazini 
han deftroyed it a gret partye ; and thei kepc 
that Havene right welle, for drede of Criftene 
Men. Men myghte go more right to that 
Havene, and come not in Of pre : but thei gon 
gladly to Cypre, to refte hem on the Loud, 
or elles to bye thingis, that thei have nede to 
here lyvynge. On the See fyde, Men may 
fy nde many Rubyes. And there is the Welle* 
of the whiche Holy Writt fpekethe offe, and 
feythe, a Fans Qrtorum, i§ Tuteus Aqua- 
rum viventium. That is to feye, The Welle 
of Gardyns, and the <Dyche of fyvynge Wa- 
tres. In this Cytee ofThire, fcyde thcWor 
man to oure Lord, Beat us Venter qui te por- 
iavjt, G> Vbera que fuccifti : That is to feye, 
< %&&ffed be the Body, that the baar> and the 
*Pappes that thou fowkedeft. And there oure 
Lord forzaf the Worrian of Chananee hire 
Synnes. And before Tyre, was wont to be 
the Ston, on the whiche oure Lord fat and 
prechede : and on that Ston, was founded the 
Chirche of Seynt Savyodr. 

And 8 Myle from Tyre^ toward the Eft* 
iipon the See, is the Cytee of Sarphen, in 
Sarept of Sydonyent. And there was wont 

• Canticles IV, 15. • 
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for to dwelle Helye the Prophete ; and there 
reyfed he Jonas theWydwes Sone fromDethe 
to Lyf.» And 5 Myle fro Sarphen, is the Cy- 
tee of Sydon : of the whiche Citee, <Dydo was 
Lady, that was Eneas Wyf aftre theDeftruc- 
cioun of Trqye ; and that, founded the Cytee 
of Cartage in Affrick, and now is cleped 
b <Dydon Sayete. And in the Cytee of Tyre, 
regned Agenore the Fadre of <Dydo. And 16 
Myles from Sydon, is Beruthe. And from 
Beruthe to Sardenare, is 3 Journeyes. And 
from Sardenar, is 5 Myle to Damask^ . 

And whofo wil go ionge tyme on the See, 
and come nerrer to Jerufalem, he fchal go fro. 
Cipre, be See, to the Port Jaff, For that is 
the uexte Havene to Jerufalem. For fro that 
Havene, is not but o Day Journeye and an 
half to Jerufalem. And the Town is called 
Jatfi for on of the Sones of Noe, thathighte 
Japhet, founded it; and now it is depjoppe. 
And zee fchulle undreftonde, that it is on of 
the oldeft Townes of the World : For it was 
founded before Noes Flode. c And zitt there 

*> Didmfarte, E. 4* *, . 1 „„ * 

c And there be Bones of a Geant's Syde 40 Foot long, 
E. i,i, 3, 4. but the French and Latin Manufcr^pts agree 
with this Text. Such was the Ignorance of thole Times, as 
to rhiftake Andromeda, for the Monftcr that was to have de- 
voured her. 

fchewcthc 
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fchewethe in the Roche ther, as the Irene 
Qheynes were feftned, that Andromade a gret 
Geaunt was bounden with, and put inPrelbun 
before Noes Flode : of the whiche Geaunt, is 
a Rib of his Syde, that is 40 Fote longe. 

And whofo wil arryve at the firfte Port 
of Thire or of Surre y that I have fpoken 
of before, may go be Londe, zif he wil, to 
Jerufalem. And Men gothe fro Surre un- 
to the Citee of ^Dacoun in a Day. And it 
Was clept ibmtyme Tholomayde. And it was 
fpmtyme a Cy tee of Crifteuemen, fulle fair ; 
but it is now deftroyed : and it ftont upon the 
See. And fro Venyfe to Akoun^ be See, is 
xo8o Myles of Lorn bar dye. And fro Calabrq 
or fro Cecyle to Akoun^ be See, is 1300 Myles 
of Lombardye. And the lie oiQrete is right 
in the myd weye. And befyde the Cy tee of 
Akouti) toward the See, naFurlonges on the 
right fyde, toward the Southe, is the Hylle 
ofCarmelyn, where /7<?^rtheProphetedwel- # 
lede : and there was firft the Ordre of Frercjs 
Cannes founded. This HiUe is not right gret, 
ne fulle highe. And at the Fote of this HiUe \ 

was Ibmtyme a gode Cy tee of Criftene Men, 
that Men cleped Cayfbas : For Cay f has firft 
founded it : but it is npw aUe waftqd. And 
90 tlie lift fyde of the HiUe Cartnelyn, i? a 

P 3 Town, ' 
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Town, that Men clepen Saffre : and that i$ 
fett on another Hille. There Seynt Jamex 
and Seynt Johne were born : and in the v Wor- 
fchipe of hem, there is a fair Chirche. And 
fro Tbolotnqyde, that Men clepen now Akoun* 
unto agret Hille, that is plept Scalle ofTbires, 
is ioo Furlonges. And befydc the Cytee of 
Akoutty renneth a ly tille Ry y ere, that is clepe 
Belon. And there nyghe, is the Forte of Mm- 
non> that is alle round ; and it is ioo Cubytes 
of largenefle, and it is alle fulle of Gravelle, 
fchynynge brighte, of the whicheMen maken 
fair Verres and clere. And Men comen fro 
fer, by Watre in Schippes, and be Loncje with 
Cartes, for to fetten of that Gravelle. And 
thoughe there be nevere fb moche taken awey 
there of, on the Day, at Morwe it is as fullfe 
azen, as evere it #as. And that is a gret 
. mervaille. And there is eyeremore gret Wynd 
in thatFofle, that fterethe evercmore theGra- 
* velle, and makethe it trouble. And zif ony 
Man do thereinne ony manerMetalle, it turn- 
ethe anon to Glaffe. And the Glafle, that is 
made of that Gravelle, zif it be don azen in 
to the Gravelle, it turnethe anon in to Gra- 
velle as it was firft. And therfore fomme Men 
feyn, {hat it is a fweloghe of the gravely 
See. 

Alfa 
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Alfb fro Akoun abovefeyd, gon Men forthe 
4 Journees to the Citee of Takfiyn^ that was 
of the c Philiftyenes> that now is clept Gaza % 
that is a gay Cytee and a riche ; and it is righte 
fayr, and fulle of Folke, and it is a Iy title fro 
the See. And from this Cytee broughte Samp* 
Jon the ftronge, tbeZates upon an higheLond, 
whan he was taken in that Cytee : and there 
he flowghe in a Paleys the Kyng and hymfelfj 
and gret nombre of the befte of the Thilifti* 
eneiy the whiche had put out his Eyen, and 
fchaven hisHed, and enprifound him, beTre- 
foun ofDalida his Paramour. And therefore 
he made falle upoo hem a gret Halle, whan 
thei were at Mete. And from thens, gbn Med 
to the Cytee of Ce/aire, and fo to the Ca- 
(telle of Tytgrymesy and fo to Afiolonge* anc| 
than f o Jatfe, and fo to Jerufalem. 

Cap. V- 

Of rnanye Names of Soudans y <tnd of 
the Tour tf/Babiloyn, 

AND whofo wille go be Londe, thorghe 
the Lond oiBabyloyne y where the Sow- 
&n dwellethe comonly, he mofte gete Grace 

P 4 of 
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of him and Lcve, to go more fikerly thorghe 
tho Loudes and Contrees. And for to go t$ . 
the Mount of Synay, before that Men gon to 
Jerufalem> thei fcballe go fro Gaza to the 
£aftelle of *Daire. And after ttufc Men cornea 
out of Surry e, and entren in to Wyldernefle, 
and there the Weye is fbndy . And that Wy 1- 
dernefTe and Defert laftethe 8 Journeyes. But 
alleweyes Men fynden gode Innes, and alle 
that hem nedethe of Vytaylle. And Men 
clepen that Wyldernefle d Achelleke. And 
whan a Man comethe out of that Defert, he 
pntrethe in to Egypt, that Meh clepen Egypt 
(panopac : and aftre other L^ng^ge, Men clepen 
?t e Morjyn. And there firft Men fynden a 
gode Tfcuo, that is clept f Befytbe ; and it is 
at the ?nde of the Kyngdom of Hafytppee* 
And from thpns Men gon to Babyloyne and to 
Cayre. 

\fyx Babyloyne there is a feireChijche of ou*e 
Lady, where fche dwelled 7 Zeer, whan fche 
fleyghe out of the Lond of Judee, for drede 
pf Y^x%IJet;mde. And there lythe the Body 
of Sey nt Barbre the Virgine and Martyr. And 
there duelled Jofephe, whan he was fold of 

ijilhylet, Ri. AbyUt, F.i. Alhelet, L.i,2. AbyUch, L3. 
« Merfin, L. 1, 2. Merfur, L. 3, 4. "' ' * 

fBalbeor, L. 1, 2. F. i, 2. 
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hisBretheren. And there made Nabugodono- 
por the Kyng putte three Children in to the 
Forneys of Fuyr ; for thei weren in the rights 
Trouthe of Beleeve : The whiche Children 
Men cleped, Ananya> Azaria* Mizaelle ; afi 
the Pfalm of Benedicite fey the. But Nabu- 
godonozor cleped hem other wife, Sydrak* 
Mifak and Abdenago : that is to fey e, God 
glorious, God victorious, and God over alle 
Thinges and Rem$s. And that was for the. 
Myrade, that he faughe Goddes Sone go with 
the Children thorghe the Fuyr, as he feyde. 
There duellethe the Soudan in his Calahelyke, 
(for there is comounly %is See) in a fayr Ca- 
(telle ftrong and gret and wel fett upon a Roche, 
In that Caftelle duellen alle wey, to kepe ic 
and to ferve the Sowdan, mo than 6000 Pfer* 
foncs, that taken alle here Neceflaries of the 
So wdanes Court. I oughte right wel to kno wen 

it. For I duelled with him as Soudyour in his 
\Verres a gret while, azen the 8 Bedoynes. And 
he wplde h^ve maryed me fulle highely* to a 
gret Princes Daughtre, zif I wolde hap. for- 
laken my Lawe and my Beleve^ But I thanke 
JSod, I had no wille to don it, for no thing, 
fhat he behighten me. And ?:ee fchulle undre* 
|tonde, that the Soudan is Lord of 5 Kyng- 

* In Babylon Qf Chald&p, an^ not \n that of Egypt. 
. Ifedones, U •••■*■. domes, 
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domes, that he bathe conquered and apropred 
to him be Strengthe : And theife ben the 
Names, the Kyngdom ofCanapak, that is E- 
gypt ; and the Kyngdom of Jerufa lem* where 
that *David and Salomon were Kynges ; and 
the Kyngdom of Surrye, of the whiche the 
Cytce of foamajc was chief ; and the Kyng- 
dom of Alappe, in the Lond of h Mathe y 
and the Kyngdom of Arabye^ that was to on 
of the 3 Kynges, that made Offryng to oure 
Lord, whan he was born. And many orhere, 
Londes he holdethe in his Hond. And there 
with allc he holdethe # Calyffes, that is a folic 
gret thing in here Langage : And it is als meche 
to feye as Kyng. And there were wont to 
ben 5 Soudans : but now there is no mo but 
he of Egypt. And the firfte Soudan was K Za- 
rocoffj that was of Mede* (as was Fadre to 
Sahaladyn) that toke the Califfe of Egypt 
and floughe him, and was made Soudan be 
Strengthe. Aftre that was Soudan, Sahala- 
dyn^ in whoos tyme the Kyng of Engknde % 
RichardethcRrRcy withmanye othere, kepten 
the pafTage, that Sahaladyn ne myghte not 
paflen. Aftre Sahaladyn, regned his Sone 
^Boradyn: andaftrehimhisNephewe. Aftre 

h Dameth, E. 2, 3, 4. > Yaracon, L. 1, 2. Saracon, 

L. 3,4. k Baradyn, L. 1,2. 
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that 1 theComaynz, that weren in Servage in 

Egypt* fd ten ^ cm && r ^ at c ^ ci weren of 
gret Power, thei chefen hem a Soudain amonges 
hem ; the which? made °> him to ben cleped 
« Melethefalan. And in his tyme entred in 
tp theContree,of theKynges of France, Seynt 
LowyZj and foughte with htm : and the Sou- 
dan toke him and enpriibund him. And this 
was flay n of his owne Servauntes. And aftre 
thei chofen an other to be Soudan, that thei 
cleped Tympieman. And he let delyveren- 
Seynt Lowys out of Prefoun, for certeynRan- 
foum. And aftre on of theife Comaynz reg- 
ned, that highte Cacbas, and flonghe Tympie- 
man* for to be Soudan : and made htm ben 
cleped °Melechemes. And aftre, another that 
hadde to Name P Bendochdare y that floughe 
Melecbemesy for to be Soudan ; and cleped 
himfelf <i Melechdare. In his tyme, entred the 
gode Kyng Edward of Englond in Syrye, and 
dide gret harm to the Sarrazines. And aftre 
was this Soudan enpoyfcund at 7}amafte ; 
and his Sone thoghte to regne aftre him be 
Heritage, and made him to ben clept * Me* 
kfihfycbe. But another, th*t had to Name 

1 Comunitas, L. The Comons. • » Himfelf. 
» Melocbfala, L. i. ° Melethmtos, L. 1,2. 

P Un&othdar, L. 1 , 2. q Molothdaet. ' * Mtlechfait, L T , 2. 
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Etyhy* chaced him out of the Contree, and 
made him Soudan. This Man toke the Cy tee 
of Tripollee and deftroyede manye of the 
CrifteneMen, the Zeer of Grace 1289: but 
he was anon flayn. Aftre that was the 
Sone of Etyky chofen to ben Soudan, and 
cleped him s Melkthafferaff: and he toke the 
Citee of Akoun, and chaced out the Criftene 
Men: And this was alio enpoyfond* And 
than was his Brother y made Soudan, and was 
cleped Melechnaffer. And aftre, on that was 
clcpt c Guytogay toke him and put him in Pri- 
foun, in the u Caftelle of Mountryvalle ; and 
made him Soudan be ftrengthe, and cleped him 
* Melechcadelle : And he Was of Tartaryne^ 
But the Comaynz chaced him out of the Con- 
tree, and diden hym meche Sorwe ; and ma- 
den on of hem felf Soudan, that hadde to 
Name Y Lachyn. And he made him to ben 
clept z Melechmanfer : the whiche on a Day 
pleyed at the ChefTe, and his Swerd lay be- 
fyde him ; and fo befelle, that on wratthed 
him, and with his owne propre Swerd he was 
flayn. And aftre that, thei weren at gret 
Difcord, for to make a Soudan. And fynally 
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thei accordeden to Melecbnaffer, that Guy toga 
had put in Prifoun at Mount riva lie. And 
this regnede longe and governed wifely ; fo 
that his eldeft Sone was chofen aftre him, 
Melechemader ; the whiche his Brother • leet 
fle prevyly, for to have the Lordfchipe* and 
made him to ben clept b Melechmadabron. 
And he was Soudan, whan I departed fro the 
Contrees. And wyte zee we], that the Sou- 
dan may lede out of Egipt* mo thaij 20000 
Men of Armes. And out of Surry ei and out 
of Turkye, and out of other Contrees, that 
he holt, he may arrere mo than 50000. And 
alle tho ben at his Wages : and thei ben alle 
weys at him, withouten theFolke of his Con- 
tree, that is withouten Nombre. And evc- 
tyche of hem hath be Zere, the mountancc 
of 6 fcore Florey nes. But it behovethe* that 
every of hem holde 3 Hors and a Cameylle. 
And be the Cytees and be the Townes, ben 
Amyralles, that han the Governance of the 
Peple. On hath to governe 4, and another 
hath to governe 5*, another mo, and another 
wei mo. And als moche takethe the Amy- 
ralle be him allone, as alle the other Souldy- 
ours han undre hym. And therfore whtfS the 
Soudan wille avance ony worthiKnyghte* he 

f Fecit occidi, L. * Jdtlktbmandubron, L. 1, i. 
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makethe him a Amyrallc. And whan it is ony 
Dcrthc, the Knyghtes ben right pore, and 
thanne thei fellen bothe here Hors and here 
Harneys. And the Soudan hathe 4 Wyfes, 
on Criftene and 3 Sarazines: of the whiche^ 
on dwellethe at Jerufalem> and another at 
%)amajce, and another at Afcalon. And whan 
hemlyft, thei remewen to other Cy tees. And 
whan the Soudan wille, he may go vifite hem. 
And he hathe as many Paramours, as hym 
ly kethe. For he makethe to come before him* 
the faireft and the noblefte of Birthe and the 
gentyllefte Damyfeles of his Contree, and he 
makethe hem to ben kept and ferved fulle ho- 
nourabely, and whan he wole have on to lye 
withe him, he makethe hem alle to come be- 
fore him ; and he beholdethe in alle, whiche 
of hem is moft to his plefance, and to hire 
anon he fendethe or caftethe a Ryng fro his 
Fyngre: And thanne anon fche fchalle ben 
bathed and richely atyred, and anoynted with 
delicat thinges of fwete fmelle, and than lad 
to the Soudanes Chambre. And thus he dothe, 
als often as him lift, when he wil have ony 
of hem. And before the Soudan comethe no 
Strangier, but zif he be clothed in Clothe of 
Gold or of Tartarye or of Camaka y in the*?*- 
razines guyfe, and as the Sarazines ufen. 

And 
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And it behovethe, that anon at the firfte fight, 
that Men fee the Soudan, be it in Wyndowe, 
or in what place elles, that Men knefe to him 
and kyfle the Erthe : for that is the manere 
to do Reverence to the Soudanne, of hem that 
fpeken with him. And whan that Meflan- 
geres of ftraunge Contrees comen before him, 
c the Mey nee of the Soudan, whan the Straun- 
geresfpeken to hym, thei ben aboute the Soul- 
dan with Swerdes drawen and Gyfarmez and 
Axes, here Armes lift up in highe with the 
Wepenes, for to fmyte upon hem, zif thei 
ieye ony Woord, that is difplefance to the 
Soudan. And alfb, no Straungere comethe 
before him, but that he makethe him fum Pro- 
*mys and Graunt, of that the Straungere ask- 
ethe refbnabely, befoit be not azenft hisLawe. 
And fo don othere Prynces bezonden* For 
thei feyn, that no Man fchalle come before 
no Prynce, but that he be bettre, and fchalle 
be more gladdcre in deparrynge frpm his pre- 
* fence, thanne he was at the comynge before 
hym. 

And undirftonde zee, that that Babykyne 
that I have fpoken offe, where that the Sou- 
dan duellethe, is not that gret Babyloyne, 
where the Dyverfitee of Langages was firfl 

f Gens ipfius, L. 
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toade for Vengeance, by the My racle of Gbcfe 
when the grete Tour of Babel was begonheri 
to ben made \ of the whiche the Walles wereri 
* 64 Furlonges of heighthe ; that is in the 
grete Defertes oiAtabye^ upon the Weye, a& 
Men g6n toward the Kyngdom of Caldee. 
But it is fulle longe fithe that ony Man durfle 
neyhe to the Tour : for it is alle deferte and 
fulle of DragounS and grete Serpentes, and 
fulle of dyverfe venymoufeBeftes alle abouten. 
That 'tour, with the Cy tee, was of i^Mylfc 
in cyrcuy t of the Walles ; as thei of the Con- 
tree feyn, and as Meti may demen by efty- 
matioton, aftte that Men tellen of the Con- 
tree. And thoughe it be clept the Tour of 
Babiloyne^ zit natheles there were ordeyned 
with inne many Manfiouns and many gret 
duellynge Places, in lengthe and brede : And 
that Tout conteyned gret Contree in cifcuyt: 
for the Tour alloiie contey tied 1 6 My le fq ware. 
That Tour founded Kyng Nettobrothe, that 
was Kyng of that Coiltree i Ind he Was firfte 
Kyng of the World. And he leet make aft 
Ymage in the lykiiefle. of his Fadre, and con- 
ftreyned alle his Subgettes for to worfchipe it. 
And anon begonnen othere Lordes to do the 
fame. And fo begonnen the Ydol6s and the 

* So both latin and French M SS. 
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Symulacres firft. The Town and the Cy tee 
Weren fulle wel fett in a fair Contree and a 
Playn ; that Men clepen the Contree of c Sa+ 
mar : of the whiche the Waltes of the Cy tee 
werein f xoo Cubytes in heighte, and 5-0 Cu- 
by tes in breadthe. And the Ry vere of Eu~ 
fbrate ran thorghe out the Cy tee and aboute 
the Tour alfb* But Cirus the Kyng of Ter/e 
toke from hem the Ryvere, and deftroyede 
alle the Cy tee and the Tour alio. For he de- 
parted tb^t Ryvere in 360 finale Ryveres; be 7 
caufe that be had fworn, that he icholde puttp 
the Ryvere in fuche poynr, that a Woman 
myghte wel pafle there, withouten caftynge 
of of hire Clothes ; for als moche as he hadde 
loft many worthi Men, that troweden to 
patten that Ryvere by fwymmynge. 

And from Babyloyne, where • the Soudan 
dweilethe, to go right betwene the « Ofyent 
and the Septemtryon, toward the grete Bar 
byloyne^ is 40 Journeyes to paflen be Defarc. 
But it is not the grete Babiloyne, in the Lond 
and in the Powere of the feyd Soudan j but 
it is in the Power and the Lordfchipe of *Per- 
Jye. But he holdetbe it of the grete Cham, 
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that is the grcttefte Emperour and the moftSb* 
teteyn Lord of alle the parties bezonde : and 
lie is Lord of thfc lies of Cathay arid of faia- 
hy bthere Ifes, and of a gret partie df Itide. 
And his Lond rtiar chethd unto Trejtre Jvhnes 
Lend ; and he Bolt fo tnochc Lond, that hi 
knowethe not the ende. And he is more 
imyghty and grettfe Lord Withoute Cofaipari- 
Ibua, thad is the Sdudan. Of his ryalle fi- 
liate and of his Myghte, I fchalle f|>eke mote 
plenerly, Whan Ifcnalle fpeke of the Lond and 
of the Contree of Tnfe. 

Alfo the Ctytee oF h Met hone where Ma- 
thmet lythej is of the giete Befeftes of A- 
rafye. And 'there lithe the BdiJy ofhym ftilfe 
honourabely in here Temple* that the Sard- 
z>ines clepen Muskethe. Arid it ifc fro Baby- 
tcyne the letfe* wherie the SoudAft dudiethe, 
raitci MetbdH aboveleyd, in td a 3 i Journfeycs; 
And wyrfethe \Vd, that the Rewme of Ar& 
Bye is a fulle gret Coritree : btit thetffc M is 
©VermocheDyieft:. Arid rid Mah may dwetfc 
there in that DHert, for dd&titc of Wabe* 
For that Lond is aHe gravelly and fulle of 
Sond. Arid it is dryc ancJ rirofehing frd&uo&sY 
becaufe that it hathe no Moyfture : and ther- 
fore is there fo , meche Defart. And zif it 
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hadde Ryveres and Welles; and theLond alio 
were, as it is in other parties, it fcholde befa 
als fulle of Peple and als fulle, enhaby ted with 
Folk, as in other Places. For there is fulle 
gret Multitude of Peple, where as the Lond 
is enhabyted. Arabye durethefro the endes 
of the Reme of Caldee, unto thelafte ende of 
Affryk> andmarchethe to theLond oiTdumee^ 
toward the ende of Botron. And in Caldee t 
the chief Cytee is * Baldak. And of Affryk^ 
the chief Cytee is Cartage, that Dydoy that 
was Eneas Wyf, founded. The whiche Ene- 
as was of the Cytee of Tr&ye y and aftre was 
Kyng of Itaylle. Mefijpotamye ftrecchethe 
alfo unto the Defertes of Arabye \ and it is 
a gret Contree. In this Contree is the Cytee 
of Araym, where Abrahames Fadree duelled, 
and from whens Abraham departed, be Com- 
mandemenr of the Aungelle. And of that 
Cytee was k Ejfjraym, that was a gret Clerk 
and a gret Do&our. And Theophylus was of 
that Cytee alfo, that oure Ladye favede from 
cure Encmye. And Mefopotame durethe fro 
the Ry vere of Eufrafesj unto the Ry vere of 
Tygris. For it is betwene tho x Ryveres. And 
bezonde the Ry vere of Tygre, is Caldee, that 
is a folle gret Kyngdom. In that Rewme, at 

* Btfdad. Ji Efraim Cyrut. 
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Baldak abovefeyd, was wont to duelle the 
Calyffeez, that was wont to ben bothe as 
Emperour and Pope of the Arabyenez ; fo 
that he was Lord Spirituelle and Temporelle. 
And he was Succeflbur to Machomete^ and 
of his Generatioun. That Cytee of Baldak 
was wont to ben cleped l Sutis: and Nabugo- 
donozor founded it. And there duelled the 
Holy Prophete "Daniel \ and there he faughe 
Vifionnes of Hevene ; and there he made the 
Expofitioun of Dremes. And in old tyme, 
there were w 7 ont to be 3 Calyffez; and thei 
dwelleden in the Cytee of Baldak above- 
feyd. 

And at Cay re befides Babyloyne> duelled the 
Calyffee of Egypt. And at Marrak, upon 
the Weft See, duelte the Calyffee of Barba* 
' ryenes and of Affry canes. And now is there 
non of the Calyffeez, ne noughte haq ben, 
fithe the tyme of Sowdan Sahaladyn. For 
from that tyme hidre, the Sowdan clepethe 
him felf Calyffee. And fo han the Calyffeez 
y loft here Name. Alfo wytethe wel, that 
Babyloyne the lefie, where the Soudan duel- 
lethe, and at the Cytee of Cayr> that is nyghe 
befyde it, ben grete huge Cytees manye and 
fayr; and that on fytt nyghe that other. Ba- 

1 Snfa. 
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byloyne fy tt upon the Ry verc of Gyjbn, fom- 
ryme eieptiVy/*, that comethe out of Paradys 
terreftre. That Ryvere of Nyle, alle thezeer, 
whan the Sonne entrethe in to the Signe of 
Cancer, it begynnethe to wexe ; and it wex- 
ethe alle weys, als longe as the Sonne is in 
Cancro 9 and in the Signe of Lyoune. And it 
wexethe in fuche manere, that it is ibmtyme 
fo gret, that it is zo Cubytes or more of dep- 
nefle: and thanne it dothe gret Harm to the 
Godes, that ben upon the Lond. For thanne 
may no Man travaylle to ere the Londes, 
for the grete Moyftnefle : And therfore is 
there dere Tyme in that Contree. And alfb 
whan it wexethe lytylie, it is dere Tyme in 
that Contree: For defaute of Moyfture. And 
whan the Sonne is in the Signe of Virgo, 
thanne begynnethe the Ryvere for to wane 
.and to decrece lytyl and lytylie; fo that 
whan the Sonne is entred in to the Signe of 
Libra, thanne thei entren betwene theifeRy- 
veres. This Ryvere comethe rennynge from 
Paradys terreftre, betwepe the Defertes of 
Tndey and aftre it finyrt unto Londe, and 
rennethe longe tyme many grete Confrees 
undre Erthe : And aftre it gothe out undre 
an highe Hille, that Men depen J lot he, that 
is betwene Tnde and Ethiofe, the diftance of 

E 3 $YS 
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five Moncthta Journeyes fro the entree of <£- 
thiope. And aftrt it envyronnethe alle E+ 
thtope and m Morekane^ and gothe alle along 
fro the Lond of Egipte, onto the Cy tee of 
Alifmdn* to the ende of Egipte ; and there 
it fallethe into the See. Aboute this Ry vere 
ben manye Briddes aqd Joules, as Sikonyes, 
that the* clepen Ibes. 

Egypt is a long Contree ; but it is ftreyt, 
that is to feye narow : for thei may not en- 
Jargen it toward the Defert, for depute of 
\P$tre. And the Coqtree is fett along opoa 
the Ry vere of Nyle ; be als moche as that 
Ry vere may ferve be Flodes or otherwife, 
that whanne it flowethe, it may fpredea a* 
brood thorghe the Contree: fo is the Contree 
large of Lengthe. For there it rey&eiib not but 
litylle in that Contree : and for that Caufe, 
they have no Watre, but zif it be of that. 
Flood of that Ryvere. And for als moche 
as it ne reynethe not in that Contree, but the 
Eyr is alwey pure and cieer, therfore in that 
Contree ben the gode Aftrononoyeres : for 
thei fynde there no Cloudes, to lecten hem. 
Alfo the Cytee pfCayre is righte grec, tod 
more huge than that of Rabyloyne the 4effie : 
And it iytt aboven toward the Defcrt of 8p* 
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tye, a lytiHe, aboven the Ryvere abovcfcyd. 
in 2?£*/* there hen z parties ; the Hegb te, 
chat is toward Etbiqpe; and the Loweueflc, 
that is towardes Arahye. In Egypt is the 
Load of Ramaffes and the Load of Geffen. 
Egipt is a ftrong Contree : for it bathe ma? 
nye fchrewedc Havenes, becaufe of the grete 
Roches, that ben ftronge and daungeroufe to 
paffeby. And ztEgipt, toward the Eft, i$ 
the rede See, that durethe unto the Cytee of 
Coftom and toward the Weft, is the Contree 
of Lybye, that is a fulle dryc Lend, md It- 
tylie of Fruyt : for it is over mocbe plentep 
of Here. And that Loud is clept Fnfth&. 
And toward the partieMeridwoalleisifr&i^i 1 . 
And toward the Norths is the. Deftrt, that 
durethe unto Syr ye: And fo is the Contree 
ftrong on alle fydes. And it is wcl a i % Jour- 
ney es of Length e, and more than two fp mppbe 
of Defert : and it is bt£ twp Joqrneyes in 
Largencfle. And bet wene Egift a^4 Nubye> 
it hathe wei a ix Jourpccs oi Defers Ap4 
Men of Nuky? ben Criftcpe: bat thei ben 
Wake as the Mowres, for grflte Hete pf tf|$ 
Honae. 

In /?£#* there ben yProvynces; that on 
fegfete S*hjthe r that, other highte ^eme/eer, 

n Deveorfer, L. I, l. Damafer. F.%. 
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another Re fit he ^ that is an lie in Nyle, ano* 
ther Alifandre* and another the Lond of T>a* 
mete. That Cy tee was wont to be righte 
ftnbng : but it was twyes wonnen of the Cri- 
ftene Men ": And therfore after that the Sa- 
razines beten down the Walks. And with 
the Walks and the Tour thereof, the Sara* 
xines maden another Cy tee more fer from the 
the See, and clepeden it the newe c Damyete. 
So that now no Man duellethe at the rathere 
Toun of Damyete. And that Cyfee of 2)*- 
myete is on of the Havenes of Egypt: and at 
Alifandre is that other, that is a folk ftrong 
Cytee. But there is no Watre todrynke, but 
zif it come be Condyt from Nyle> that en- 
trethe in to here Cifternes. And who fo flop- 
ped that Watre from hem, thei mygbte not 
endure there. In Egypt there ben bit fcwe 
Forcelettes or Caftelks, be caufe that the 
Gontree is fo ftrong of him felf. At the De- 
ftrtes ojp Egypte was a worthi Man, that was 
an Holy ° Heremyte ; and there mette with 
hym a Monftre, (that is to feyne, a Monftre 
is a thing diffbrmed azen Kynde both of Man 
or of Beft or of ony thine elks : and that is 

* Nota i Of 4 Merveyle. This Story is in the Life of Paul 
the Hermite, wit by St. Jerom ; and there is ? Copy there- 
of in the Cohen Library 1000 Years old. 
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cleped a Monftre) And this Monftre, that 
mctte with this Holy Heremyte, was as it 
hadde ben a Man, that hadde x Homes tren- 
chant on his Forhede ; and he hadde a Body 
ly k a Man, unto the Nabele ; and benethe he 
hadde the Body lyche a Goot. And the He- 
remyte asked him, what he was. And the 
Monftre anfwerde him, and feyde, he was a 
dedly Creature, fuche 9$ God hadde formed, 
and duelled in tho Defer tes, in purchafynge his 
Sufty nance ; and befoughte the Heremyte, that 
he wolde preye God for him, the whiche that 
cam from Hevene for to iaven alle Mankynde, 
and was born of a May den, and fuflxed Paffi- 
oun and De the, (as we well knowen) be whom 
we lyven and ben. And zit is the Hede with 
the x Homes of that Monftre at Alifimdre 
for a Marveyle. 

In Egypt is the Cy tee of Elyople^ that is 
to feyne, the Cytee of the Sonne. In that 
Cytee there is a Temple made round, aftre the 
fchappe of the Temple of Jerufalem. The 
Preftes of that Temple han alle hereWrytynges, 
undre the Date of the Foul that is clept p Fe- 
nix : and there is non but on in alle the World. 
And he comethe to brenne him felf upon the 

p The Author has this Story from Pliny s Natural Hiftory. 
Mb. X, Cap. z. 
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AWfei? of, the Temple, at the ende of 5 Hun- 
, dred Zee* : for fo longe he ly vethe. And at 
the 50Q Zeres ende, the Preftes arrayen here 
Awtsrehoneftly, and putt en there upon Spices 
and Sujpbur vif aod other (hinges, that wolea 
bfeaae Hghfly- Aod than the Brid Fenix 
eojppthfe and brepocthe him feif to Askes. 
And the firft Pay next aftre, Men fynden in 
the A sfces a Wpnn ; and the feqinde Day next 
aft re, Men funden a Brid quyk and perfyt ; 
and the thridde Dfty next aftre, he fleethe his 
wey . And fo there is no mo Br tddes of that 
Kynde ia alle the World, hut it aUone. And 
trenly that is a gret Myraelc of God. And 
Men may welt ly kne that Bryd onto God ; be 
canfe that thece nys noGod but on ; and alio* 
that «ure Lard anoos fro Dethe to Ly ve, the 
thridde Day. This Bryd Men fees often tyme, 
Aeon in fho Cos trees; And he is not medie- 
tas more than an Bgfe- And he htthea iCreft 
of Fedres f 'upott his He4 more gret than the 
Poctcok harixe ; tnd his Nekke is zalowe, af- 
tre eotow oS m Office, ttat is * Stou w«U 
fchynyngs ; And Us Bek fe <soJ©S8td blew* 
as 3r&fejj And his W togas ben o£ ftorpfe Co? 
tour, aqdtheTayilci$.zelowaodcwi,caftynge 

his Taylle azen in travers. And he is a fulle 

iPlin. Nat. Hift. L XI. Cap. 37. 
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fair B rid to lokcn upon, asenft the Sonne : for 
he fchynethe fully glorioufly and nobcly. 

Alfo in Egypt ben Gardy ns, that ban Trees 
and Herbes, the which? beren Frutes 7 tymes 
in the Zeer. And in that Load, Men fyndea 
many fayre Emeraudes and y nowe. And 
therefore thei ben there gretterc cheep. Alio 
whan it reyoethe ones ip the Sorner, in the 
Lond of Egfctt tbanoe is alle t^s Contree 
fuile of grcte Myrs. AUo at Ggpv, that I 
fpak of before, feUea Meo CQmouoly bothe 
Men and Wommen of other Lawe, as we don 
here Beftes in the Markat. Aod there is a 
comoun Hows in that Cytee, that is alle 
fullc of frjoale Fproeys ; and thidre bryngen 
Wommen of the Toun here Eyrep of Heroes* 
of Gees and of Qofees* %a to ben put in to 
tho Faraeyies. Ap4 t^ei that fcepen that 
Hows, coveren hen> withHiete of HottDong, 
with outgn Henpe, Goqs or Dpfce orony 0- 
ther Foul ; and at d*e ende of 3 Wefces or of 
a Monetae, thei cornea azeo and ttkea here 
ChicKenes and noriflche hem aed bryngen 
hem forthe : fo that aiie the Gontree is fiiMo 
of hem- Aad fo Mea don there botfce Wynne 
and Somer. 

Alio in that Contra, and in adhere aHb, 
Menfyaden Ipnge Apples to fetie, in hire ce- 

foun: 



6o The Voiage and Travaile of 

fbun : and Men clepen hem Apples of Pa? 
radys ; and thei ben jighte fwete and of gode 
Savour. And thoghe zee kutte hem in never 
lb many Gobettes or parties, overthwart or 
end longes, everemore zee fchuile fynden in 
the myddes, the figure of the Holy Cros of 
oure Lord Jeju. But thei wil roten within 
8 Days : And for that Caufe Men may not 
carye of the Apples to no fer Contrees. And 
thei han grete Leves, of a Fote and an half of 
lengthe : and thei ben covenably large. And 
Men fynden there alfo the Appulle Tree of 
Adam, that han a byte at on of theiydes. And 
there ben alfo Fyge Trees, that beren no Leves, 
but Fyges upon the fmale Braunches : and 
Men clepen hem Figes of Tharoon. Alfo be- 
fydeCayr&j withoutcn that Cy tee, istheFeld' 
where Bawme growethe : And it comethe out 
on finale Trees, that ben non hyere than 3 
Mannes breek Girdille ; and thei femen as 
Wode, that is of the wy Ide Vyne. And in 
that Feid ben 7 Welles, that oure Lord Jefo 
CriJI made with on of his Feet, whan he wcnte 
to pleyen with other Children. That Feld is 
not fb well clofed, but that Men may entren 
at here owne lift. But in that Cefbnne, that 
the Bawme is growynge, Men put there to 
gode kepynge, that no; Man dar ben hardy to 
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entre. This Bawmc growethe in no Place, but 
only there. And thoughe that Men bryngen 
of the Plaun res, for to planten in other Con* 
trees, thei growen wel and fayre, bat thei 
bryngen forthe no fruduous thing : and the 
Leves of Bawme ne fallen noughte. And Men 
kutten the Braunches, with a fcharp Flyntfton 
or with a fcharp Bod, whanne Men wil go to 
kutte hem : For who fo kntte hem with Iren, 
it wolde deftroye his Vertue and his Nature. 
And the Sarazines clepen the Wode Enonch 
balfe ; and the Fray t, the whichc is as r Quy- 
by bes, thei clepen Abebiflam ; and the Ly- 
cour, that droppethe fro the Braunches, thei 
clepen Guy balfe. And Men maken alle weys 
that Bawme to ben tyled of the Criftenemen, 
or elles it 1 wolde not frudtifye ; as the Sara- 
zines feyn hem (elf: for it hathe ben often 
tyme preved. Men feyn alfo, that the Bawme 
growethe in Tnde the more, in that Defert 
where the Trees of the Sonne and of the 
Mone fpak to Altfaundre. But I have not 
ieen it. For I have not ben fo fer aboven up- 
ward : becaufe that there Ijen to many peri- 
loufe PafTages. And wy te zee wel, that a 
Man oughte to take gode kepe for to bye 
Bawme, but zif he cone kno we it righte wei : 
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for he may rigfite lyghtely be difceyved. Fa* 
Men fellen a G6me, that Men elepenTurben- 
tyne, in ftede of Bawme ; and thei patten there 
to a littille Bawme for to zeven gode Odour. 
And sfime putten Wax in Oy le of the Wode 
of the fruyt of Bawme, and ieyn that it is 
Bawme : and sQme deftyllen Clowes of Gy- 
lofrc arid of Spykenard of Sfayne and of o- 
there Spices, that ben well fmtfly rige ; arid the 
Lykour that gothe out there of, thei clepe it 
Bawme : and thei wenen, that thei han Bawme ; 
and thei have non. For the Sarazines conn- 
trefeten it be Jbtyltee of Craft, for to dilcey- 
ven the Crtftene Men, as I have leen fulle 
many a tytrie. And aftre hem, theMrfrchaun- 
«is and the Apotecaries cotratrefeten it eft- 
ftmes, and than it is laflfr Worthe, and a gret 
del Worie. Btit zif it lyke zou,Ifchalle fdiewe, 
how zee fchnlle knowe and preve, to the ende 
that iec fchnlle not ben difceyved. y Firfl zee 
fchutte wel knowe, that the naturcDe Bawme 
is fulle cleer, and of Cytrme colour, atnd 
ilrongfc finellynge : And iif it be thyfcke or 
reed or blak, it is fophifticate, that is to feyne, 
contrefeted and ltoade fyke it, for difceyt. 
And undreftondethe, that zif zee wil pritte a 
fttylle Bawme in the i^awmc of zour e lioud, 
azen the Sonne, zif it be fyn and gode, zee 
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fie fchulle not fuffre scare hand azenft th« 
here of the Sonne. Alfo takethe a lytlllft 
Bawme, with the poynt of aKnif, and touche 
It to the fuyf , and zif it brenne, It i& agodt 
figne. Aft? e take alfo a drdpe of BawBAe* dud 
put it in to a Ditfche or In a Cuppe with My Ik 
of a Goot; and zif it be naturclle Bawme* a- 
non ic vvole take and beclippe the Mylk. Or 
pot a Dtope of 6awme in tlere Watre, in a 
Coppe of Sylver or ift a ctere Bacyn, and ftere 
it wel with the clere Watre ; and zif that the 
tfewme be fyn and of. his owae kyatfe, the 
Watre fchalle nevere trouble : Afid zif the 
Bawme be fophifticate, that is to feyhe couA- 
trefeted, the Watre fchalle become anon trou- 
ble: And alfo zif the Bawme be fya, fcfcballe 
fatle to thebotme of theVeflelle, as thoughe 
it were Quykfylvers Fqr the fyn Bawme is 
more hevy twyes, than is the Bawme* that 
is fophifticate and count* efeted. Now I kite 
(poken of Bawme : and now aho I fchaite ipeke 
of an other thing, that is bezonde Btbykjne, 
above this Flode of Nyle, toward the-Detfert* 
betwene jdffrik and Egjtpt : that is to &yo» 
of the <jtnreres xnijojefi), that he leet mike* 
for to kepe the Gteynes for the pcrik of the 
dene Zerfcs. And thfei.ben made Of Ston* fuUd 
wel made of Mafoctocs craft: of the whrche 
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two ben merveyloufe grete and hy e ; and the 
tothere ne ben not fo grete. And every Gcr- 
oer hathe a Zate* for to entre with inne, a ly- 
tille hyghe fro the Erthe. For the Lond is 
wafted and fallen,fithe the Gerneres were made. 
And with inne thei ben alle fulle of Serpentes, 
And aboven the Gerneres with outen, ben 
many fcriptures of dyverfe Langages. And 
iiim Men feyn, that thei ben Sepultures of 
grete Lordes, that weren foratyme ; but that 
is not trewe : for alle the comoun rymour and 
ipeche is of alle the peple there, bothe fer and 
nere, that thei ben the Garneres of Jo/eph. 
And fo fynden thei in here Scriptures and in 
here Cronycles. Qn that other partie, ?if 
thei werein Sepultures, thei fcholden not ben 
voyd with inne. For zee may well knowe* 
that Tombes and Sepultures ne ben not made 
of fuche gretnefle, ne of fuche highnefle. 
Wherfore it is not to beleve, that thei ben 
Tcmbes or Sepultures. In Egypt alfo there 
ben dyverfe Langages and dyverfe Lettres, and 
of other manere condicioun, than there b^n 
in other parties. As I fchalle devyle zou, 

fuche as thei ben, and the names how thei 
clepen hem ; to fuche entent, that zee mowe 
knowe the difference of hem and of othere. 
Athoimis, Bunckh Chinok, T>urain^Enh Fin* 
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><Gwnw<> Heket, Janny* Karafia, Luzahithi 
_ Micke, Naryn, Oldache, Tilon, 6hfyn> T?ok) 
Sicken* Thola> Urmrotii Tph and Zurtk, 
Tkoie. 

- Now will T retoutne az&i, or I prbcede ony 
fer there, for to declare zou the 6 there weyes, 
that drawen toward Babiloyne, where the Sou- 
dan him felf duellethe, that is at the entree of 
Egypt ; for als moche as m&ny folk gon thidre 
firft, and aftre that to the Mount Synay, and 
aftre iretoUrnen to Jerufalem, as I have feyd 
zou here beforri. For thei fulfillen firft the 
more longe Pilgrymage, and aftre retourhen 
azen be the nexte Weyes; becaufe that the 
more hyeWeye is the more worthr, jandthdt 
is Jerufalem. For no other Pylgrymage is 
hot lyk, in comparfoun to it. But for to fiille 
fylle }iere Pilgrymages more eftly arid more 
fykerly* men gon firft the longer Veye. Bat 
whofo wil go to Babyioyne* be another weyd, 
more fchort from the Contfees of the Weft* 
that 1 hive reherced before; or from othet 
Contrees next frb hem; than Men gon by 
Fraunce, be Burgoyne and be Lombardye. It 
nedethe not to telle zou the names of theCy- 
tees, ne of the Townes that ben in that Wey e i 
For the Weye is. comoun, and it is knowefl 
of many Naciouns. And there ben .many Ha- 
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vcnes, rtiaf %&x taken the Sec. Suqic Men 
taJscn the Sep at G^w, some at Venjkc*> and 
pa/Ten by the See Adryafyk, that is slept the 
• Goulf of Venyfe* that departethe Ttaylle and 
Greece on that fyde. And some gon to $a- 
fks 9 some to Rome, god from Rome to s £ran- 
. */yj> and there thei takeq the See : and in ma- 
ny othete place?, where that Havenes beq. 
, And Men- gon be TuJJye^ be Chamfayne^ be 
Calajtre, bejfypui/de> and be the Hilles of 
Ttaylle, Chorifqe, bs Set dyne, mud be Cy<f fa 
. that is a gret He a#d # gode. In that lie <pf 
Cycile y there ys a maner ofa Gardyn, in the 
. whiche ben nwny dy verfe Prates. And the 
Gardyn is alweys grene and florisflung, ajlc 
. the cefonns of the Zeer, als wel in Wyptre es 
in Somer. That YIe holt in compas aboutc 
3 $o Frenfche My les. And betwene Cycele 
and Itaylle there is not but a Jytille Arm of 
the See, that Men clepen the Farde ofMef 
cyne. And Cycile is betwene the See j4dryu- 
9 tyk and the See of Lombardye. And fro Cjh 
tyle in to Calabre is but 8 Myles of Lorry- 
bar dye. And in Cycile there is a manere of 
Serpentes, be the whiche Men afTayen and 
preven, where here Children ben Baftardis of 
none, or of lawefulle Ma<riag$. Fqx %& thei 
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t>£n bom in rigbce Mariage, the Sef peutes god 
abourc hero, ^nd don hem non harm: and 
iif thei ben born in Avowtrie, the Sex* 
peotes byten hem and enveuyme hem. And 
thus manye wedded Men preve, zff the Chil- 
dren ben here owhe. Alio in thajt He is the 
Mount Ethna>> that Men cjepen Moupt Gy* 
faUe; and the fFkanes, thai ben evere- 
moire brennynge. And there ben 7 places, 
that bxennen and that caften Oiut dy verle 
flawmes and dyvexfe colour. And he the 
channgynge of tho Flawmes, Men of that 
Contrpe knowen, whann£ it fchaUe be Derthe 
ox gode tyme, or cold ox hoot, or moyft ; px 
drye, or in aile othere maneres* how the tyme 
fchallc be governed. And from Itaille un- 
to tbe Wkaues* ays but 25 Myle. And 
Men feyn, thaf the Wka»e$ ben Weyes of 
Helle. 

Alfo whofo gothe be 3P#/£, iif th*t Med 
lift tp go that Weye, there is an Arm of the 
See, where that Men gon to Qthere Havenes 
in tho Marches. And than Men pafTen be 
the IJe of Greafy th^t is at Gene :■ And afire 
arryvethe Men inGra* at the Havene of the 
Gy tee o£Myrok> or a<r the Havene of Valone^ 
or ^t the Cyree of Tturas ; and xheje is a 
Duk at fDurasy ox at othere Havenes in tho 
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Marces : And fo Men gon to Co fianty noble. 
And aftte gon Men be Watre, to the He of 
Crete and ro the He of Rodes, and fo to Cy* 
pre, and fo to Athens ■, and fro thens to Co* 
ftantynoble. 

To holde the more righte Weye be See, it is 
wel a 1 880 My le of Lombar dye. And afire fro 
Cipre Men gon be See, and leven Jeru/dlefn 
and alle the Contree on the left hond, unto 
Egypt) and arryven at the Cy tee of < Damyete, 
that was Wont to be fulleftrong* and it iytt 
at the entree of Egypt. And fro Damyete^ 
gon Men to the Cytee of Alizandre, that 
fytt alfb upon the See. In that Cytee was 
leynte Kateryne beheded. And there was 
feynt Mark the Evangelift martyred and bu- 
ry ed. But the Emperour Leoun made his Bones 
to ben broughte to Venyfe. And zit there is 
zlAlizandre a faire Chirche, alle white withr 
outen peynture : and fo ben alle the othere 
Chirches, that weren of the Criflene Men, alle 
white with inne. For the c Panemes and the 
Sarrazynes maden hem white, for to fordon 
the Ymages of Seyntes, that weren peynted 
on the Walles. that Cytee of Alizandre is 
wel 30 Furlonges in Iengthe : but it is but 10 
on largenefle. And it is a fulle noble Cytee 
and afayr. s At that Cytee, entrethe the Ry-* 
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vere of Nyle in to the See; as I to,zou have 
feyd before. In that Ry vere Men fynden ma-. 
ny precyoufe Stones, andmeche alfo of Lig- 
num Aloes: and it is a manere of Wode, that 
coraethe out oiTaradys terreftre, the whiche 
is good for manye dy verfe Medicynes : and it 
is righte dere worthe. And fro Alizandre Men 
gon to Babyloyne> where the Soudau dwel- 
lethe ; that fy tt alfo upon the Ry vere of Nyle* 
And this Weye is moft fchort, for to gq 
ftreyghte unto Babiloyne. 

Now fchall I feye zoualfo the Weye, that 
gothe fro Babiloyne to the Mount of Synay* 
where Sey nte Kateryne lythe x He mofte pafle 
be the Defertes of Arabye; be the whiche De- 
fertes, Mqyfes. ladde the Peple of IJrael: and 
thanne pafle Men be the Welle, that Mqyfes 
made with his hond in the Defertes, whan 
the People grucched, for thet fownden no 
thing to drynke. And than pafle Men be the 
Welle of Mar ache, of the whiche the Watre 
was firft byttre_; but the Children of Ifrael 
putten there inne a Tree ; and anon the Wa- 
tre was iwete and gode for to drynke. And 
thanne gon Men be Defart unto the Vale of 
Etyn% in the whiche Vale be ix Welles : and 
there beh 71 Trees of Palme, that beren the 
Dates, ^he whiche Moyfes fond with theChiU 
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dren of IfrkM. And fro that Valeye, is bat 
a gode jf ourneye to the Mount <of Synay. 

And whofo wil go be another Weye fro 
Bab'tkyHe^ than Men gothe be the Rede See, 
that is an Arm oF the See Occehn. And there 
pafled Mbyfe^ with the Children vflfraet, o- 
Verthwart the See, alle drye, whan Thtrm 
the Kyiig of Egygt chaced hem. And that 
See is wei a 6 Myle oF largenefle in bredthfe, 
And in that See Vfks'Ph^rao drowned ahd alle 
his Hooft, that he ladde. That See fe nofe 
moire reed than another See ; but In foirie place 
thereoF is the Gravelte reede : and th'errorq 
Men clepen it the Rede See. That See reri- 
nethe to the endes oiArdbye and of Tale- 
jfiyne, That See laftethe more than 4 Jdur- 
•rieyes. And then gon Men be Defertj, unto 
the Vate of Ety'n ;■ and Frothens to the Mount 
oF Synay. Arid fcee may wel ondirfronde, that 
be thisDeferr, no Man may go on Hors back, 
be caofe that there riys nonther faete for 
Hors ne Watre to drynke. And for that catife, 
Men paflen that Pefert withCamelle. For 
the CamayHe Fynt alle wey Mete in Trees and 
on Bufshes, that he fedethe him With. And 
be may well faffe fro Diytikj, % dayes or 3 : 
and that may non Hors don. 
4nd wyre wel, that ftotoj gS&ttfneio the 
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Mount Synay, is wel 4 n gode Joarneyes: 
and fome Med maken hem more : and fbmt 
M en haften hem and pey nen hem ; and there- 
fore thei maken hem lefTe. And alle weys 
fynden Men Latyneres to go with hem id the 
Cotitrees, and ferthere bezdnde, in totyme that 
Med conne the Langage. And it behovethe 
Men to here Vitaille with hem, that ichalle 
durcn hem in tho Pefertes^ and other necefla- 
ries for to ly Ve by. 

And the Mount ef Synay is clept the De* 
(err of Syne, that is for to feyne, the Baflche 
branny nge*. bccaufe there Moyfes fawghe owe 
Lord God many tymes, in forme of Fuyr bren* 
ttynge upon that Hille ; and alfo in a Buflche 
brcnnynge ; and fpak to him. And that was 
at the Foot of the Hilfe. There is an Abbeyc 
of Monkes, wd bylded and wd clofed with 
Zates of Iren, for drede of the wyWe Beftes. 
And theMonfces ben Arrabyenes^ or Men of 
Greece . k and there is * gret Cov*nt ; and alk 
thei bed as Heremytes, and Ad drynken no 
Wyn, -but tif it be oh principal^ Feiftes: and 
thei ben fuHe devoute Men, and lyven pore-- 
iy andfympdy, whfh Joutes and with Dates* 
and thei don gret Abftynence and Penaunce. 
There is the Chirche of Seynte Kateryue, ia 
tfag whiche ben manye Lampes brcnnynge 
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for thei ban of Oyle of Olyves y now, both* 
for to brenpe in here Lampes, aod to ete alfo ; 
And that plentee have thei be the Myracle of 
God. For the Ravenes and the Crowes and 
jhe (Choughes, and other Foules of the.Con^ 
tree aflemblen hem there every Zeer ones, 
^nd fleen thider as in pilgrymage : and eve- 
jyche of hem bringethe a Braunche of the 
Elayes or 9f Olyve^ in hereBekes, in ftedeof 
Oflryng, and leven hem there ; of the which? 
$he Monkes maken gret plentee of Oyle : and 
this is a gret Marvayile. And fithe th^tFoules, 
that han no kyndely Wytt ne Refoun, goq 
thidre to feche that glorioule Virgyne ; wel 
more oughten Men than to feche hire and to 
worfchipen hire, Alfo behynde the Awtiej 
of that Chirche, is the place where Mqyjex> 
faughe our? Lord God in a brennynge BufTche. 
And whanne the Monkes entren in to that 
place, thei don of bothe Hoien and Schoon 
prgqtes alleys ; becaufe that oureLord feyd? 
to Mqyfes, 2> of thin Hofin andthiSchon; 
for the place that thou ftondeft qn % is Lond 
holy and blejfed. And the Monkes clepen that 
place Bezeleel) that is to feyne, the Scha- 
flew of God. And befyde the high? Awtiere* 
3 degrees 'pf height?, is the I Fertr? pf Ah-. 
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baftre, where the Bones of Seynte K&teryw 
lyzn, And the Prelate of the Monkes fchew- 
ethe the Relykes to the PUgrymes. And with 
an Inftrument of Sy iver, he frotethe tfye Bones ; 
and thanne ther gothe out a lytylle Qyle, as x 
thoughe it were a maner ivvetynge, that is 
nouther ly che to Oyle ne to Bawme ; but it is 
fulle fwete of fmelie: And of that thel zeven a. 
litylle to the Pilgrym?s ; for there gothe out 
but litylle quantitee of the Likour. , And af- 
tre that thei fchewen the Heed of Seynte ifo- 
teryne, and the Clothe that fche was wrapped 
inne, that is zit alle blody . And in th*t fame 
Clothe fo y wrapped, the Aungeles beren hire 
Body to the Mount Synay y and there thei bu- 
ry ed hire with it. And thanne thei fchewen 
the Buflche, that brenned and wafted npughr a 
in the wbiche oure Lord fpak to Moyfes* and 
pthere Relikcs y no we. Alio whan the Pre- 
late of the Ahbeye is ded, I have undirftonden* 
be informacioun, that his Lampe quenchethe. 
And whan thei chefen another Prelate, zif he 
be a gode Man and worthy to be Prelate, his 
Lampe fchal lighte, with the Grace of God* 
withouten touchinge of pny Man. For eve- 
ry che of hem hathe a Lampe be him, fetf. And 
be here Lampes, thei knowen wel whan ony 
of hem fchalle dy?. Fpr whan ,o#y; fqhalle 
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dye, the Lyghte begyniitthe to chaunge and 
to wexe dym. And iif he be chofen to ben 
Prelate, and is not worthi, is Lampe quench- 
ethe anob. And other Men hah told me, that 
he that fyngethe the Mafle for the Prelate that 
is ded, he fchalle fynde upon the A wrier the 
Name Writer of him that Ichalle be Prelate 
chofen. And fo upon a Day 1 asked of the 
Menkes, bothe on and other, how this befetle. 
But thei wokte not telle me no thing, in t<* 
the tyme that I feyde, that thei Icholde not 
hyde the Grace, that God did hem-, but that 
thei Icholde publiflche it, to make the Pepfe 
to have the more Devocioun ; and that thei 
dftjeh Tftiat, to hide Goddis Myrade, as me 
femed. Fot the Myracles, that God liathe don, 
and xft dothe every Day, ben the Wytnefle 
©f his Myghte and of his MerveyHes ; as*5D*- 
vid&ftht in the ¥fa*k&t ; MtrabUia Tefth- 
monia tua, T>m'*ie : that is to feyn ; Lord, 
tb'i M&Vey/es btH #6t Wythejfe. And thatrat 
«hci tolde me, bothe on and -other, how ft 
befelte rufle many a tyme : but more, I mygfete 
n8t iave of hem. In that Abbeye, lie en-* 
trethe not no ttye be Todes ne Ewces, ne 
feche Foute veuymotffe Bdftes> ne Lyzs ne 
Flees, be the Myracte of God and of cure 
l*tfy. Wot then? ty«fr<, Wont to ben many fuchc 
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roanerfe of Filtfiesj that theMdnkes welein in 
Wide tb leve the Place ahd the Abbeye, and 
weren gbti fro theus* upon thb Moflntayhe 
abOtfetH fb> to efchewe that Place. And 
dure Lady earn to hcfa, and had hern tBtirnfca 
azcti : Arid fro this rbrfcWartfesj nevere gu- 
tted fuche Filth'e id that Place aittOtiges hent, 
ne neVere fchalle febtre here afrte. AlfO be- 
fore the 2ate, ft the Welle* Wher* #to#& 
frnot the Stdtij of the Which* the Watte cant 
0Ht pien'teoufly. 

Fro that Abbeye Med goo tip the M$Qr*- 
rayneofjy^j-, be rnafcy degrees; atidWief* 
tachfyifcten firftaChfrdle of obre Lady, VCftere 
that fche Aiette the Menkes, Mian thei fle& 
den avtey for the Verinyn abbVefeya. Ariel 
rftore higftfc Upon that Motnttayr£> ts the 
Chapelle'of ffe/y* the PrOpfcere. Afld that 
Place fcbei cfepen Ohtf, \Mere of Holy Wrftt 
ipekedfc, Et attibulaVit th fbYtfrudtne GiH 
ill'tUss fcjty; ad MontmOreb : fchatfttbfeyne; 
And he wente 'tit StrMgtbe Vf thht ,$fcte % 
Mto the Htile of God> Oreb. And there 
nyghe* is the Vyrie that Seyht^**** cfee E- 
Vaiftgetift planted, that ftTcft eleven Retpss 
Staphh. Arid a lytiile aboVen, isfheGha- 
jfclle tif'Moyjes, and the Rfcdie Where=a/#/?i 
fleyfce to* for tjfttfe, tohafc he fcagtre dure 
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Lord face to face. And in that Roche, is 
prented the forme of his Body: for he fmot 
ib ftrongly and fo harde him felf in that Roche, 
that alle his Body was dolven with inne, thorghe 
the Myracle of God. And there befyde, is- 
the Place, where oure Lord toke to Moyfes 
the 10 Comandementes of the Lawe. And 
there 'is the Cave undre the Roche, where 
Moyfes duelte, whan he fafted 40 Dayes and 
4°Nyghtes. And from that Mountayne, Men 
paffen a gret Valeye, for to gon to another 
Mountayne, where feynt Kateryne was bury- 
ed of the Aungeles of oure Lord. And in 
thatValey, is a Chirche of 40 Marty res : and 
there fingen the Monkes of the Abbeye of- 
ten tyme. And that Valey is light cold. And 
aftre Men gon up the Mountayne of feynt 
Kateryne, that is more highe then the Mount 
of Moyfes. And there, where feynt Kateryne 
was buryed, is nouther Chirche ne Chapelle, 
jie other daellynge place : But there is an heep 
of Stones aboute the place, where the Body of 
hire was put of the Angles. There was wont 
to ben a Chapelle : but it was caften downe, 
and zit 4yggen the Stones ;here. And alle be 
it that the Colled of Seynte Kateryne feye, 
that it is the Place, where oure Lord be- 
faqghten the Ten, Cpm^ndenaentes to May? 

M 
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fes, and there where the blefied Virgy ne feynte 
Kateryne was buryed ; that is to undreftonde, 
in o Contree, or in o Place berynge o Name. 
For bothe that on a.nd that othre is clept the 
Mount of Synay. But there is a gret weye 
from that on to that othre, and a gret deep 
Valeye betwene hem. 

Chap. VI. 

Of the Defer t betwene the Chi re he of . 
Seynte Kateryne and Jerufalem. Of 
the drie Tre ; and how Rofes cam 
firfi in the World. 

NO W aftre that Men han vifited tho ho- 
ly Places, thanne will thei turnen to- 
ward Jerufalem. And than wil thei take leve 
of the Monkes, and recommenden hem to 
here Preyeres. And than thei zeven the Pil- 
grimes of here Vitay He, for to patfe with, the 
Defertes, toward Surrye. And tho' Defertes 
duren Wei a 13 Journeyes. In that Defert 
dueHynmanye of Arrabyenes, that Men clepeb 
Bedoynes and Afiopardes. And thei ben folke 
fulle of alle evylle Condiciouns. And thei 

have 
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«£ Skynuw of fieftes, as pf C»n»aylte$ a»d of 

©rftfrp Rsftc^ tjitf thei efpn : god there he- 
Dtfhe tfcei cppcbdi hem a»d duelJen, i«Rlace, 
Where thej ipay fynde» Watre, 4$ pn the 
JUde $$? py ejles where. For in tl#t Dpfert 
is fulle gret defaute ofWurt- apd oftei) time 
it fallethe, that where Men fynden Watre at 
o tyme in a Place, it feylethe another tyme* 
And for that skylle, thei make none Habita* 
ciouns there. Theife folk, that I Ipeke of, thei 
tylen npt the Lond, ne thei laboure noughte: 
for thei eten no Bred, but zif it be ony, that 
dwellen nyghe a gode Toun, that gon thidre 
and eteq Bred fom tyme. And thei roflea 
here Flefche and here Fifche, upon the hote 
Stones azenft the Sonne. And thei ben ftronge 
Me* and wd fygbtyjjge. And thei;e is fo 
Wjeche raijritytu# pf tfett foJUk* that thei ben 
WithoijteR nombre. Aqd thei ne recchen pf 
po thing, ne don not, huf chacen aftreBeftes, 
to etcn hem. And thei recchen no thing of 
here Lif : and therfore thei dowten not the 
Sowdan, ne non othre Prince ; but thei dar 
wel \rerre with hem, ?if tjhei don p»y thi.Qg 
that is grevance to hem. And thei han often 
tyme Werre with the Soudan ; and namely, 
that tyme that I was with him. And thei 

beren 
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fam feu? o Scheld and o Sper?, with qute» 
©th?r Afftft- And thpi wrapfW h#p-H*dfl$ 

and hw fcteeke, with a gret guantyjsH? of 

white lynnea CJofbe. And tb$i >/t» yjghtf 
fflonoafe and fpufc, amd of cogffd fcyndc. 

And wfon Men pafiei* thfe P§fc<t,. is 
corny nge f oward. Jervfytewt tfctt. c<?9ttfl *o 
Berfafrefr that was, WW* to JMQ a&He fcic 

Towp a«4 a delytaWft of C*ifto«lVf«M' And 
?it tb?i*e hen fwnie o^J^w Cfcrc.he?. |q fat 
Toun dweU^d^r^^t tije P^tqtfij, ft bangs 
tyjjae, ThatToun-of Bfrfiktf* fw$9&M*rt- 

jktee $he Wif of Sir* ^^j . «h? &»yghte ? oa 

jhe. whjehs, fcyng fD^/</ ga^t Sakmp fbc 
wy£» that was Kypg afore 3?#W«£ u spaa 
tfie iz&ywvfastfferqffik**, andregng^ 
£eer r Aod J&q theas gon Men to thj Cyt e* 
of Ehrm, that is the fnojttapce of * % gf$d* 
Myic. And it Wa$ ^kpt ftujwyflie f^e y#lf 
of fymftrefy and fqpKyfla? if was cJojm: f jj$ 
Yak of r^rjtueow^ tbaf^W* wepte cbft£« 
40 zoo £eer„ for % 4ttbe oiMelje his$o»e, 
fhaf: Ggy* flowgb?- £$»m» was woot tp he» 
the j»f iacypalk Cytfe of Tktfijlyspes / .and 
tfcene dqelledep. fomrywe the Geanntz. And 
jtbat Cytee was alfo Sacerdotalk, that is tp 
feyne, ieyntgafie, of tbe7>ibe ofjuja: And 

■ Suf*r. » The reft of the Entftjh MSS. ha ve it i z . 
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itw^sfb fre, that Men refceyved thfere alle m4* 
riere dfFugifyfes of other places, for here eyyl 
Pedis*. In Ebron, Jofue, Calephe, and her6 
Conipanye comen firft to afpyen, how thei 
myghte wynnen the Lohd of JJehefte. 16 
Ebron regned firft Kyiig *David y Zeer and 
an half: And in Jtfufalem, he iregnede 33 
Zeer- and ari half. And in Ebron beft alle the 
Sepultures of the Patriarkes ; Adam* Abra- 
ham, Tfkav, and of Jacob; andofhereWyfes, 
Eve, Sarre, and Rebekke, and of Lya: the 
whiche Sepultures the Sarazines kepen fulle 
curyoufly, and*han the place in gret reverence, 
for the holy Fadres, the Patriarkes, that lyzn 
therfc. And thei fuffre no Criftfene man entre 
in td that Place, but zif it be of fpecyalle 
grace of the Soudan. For thei holden Criftene 
men and Jewes, as DoggeS. Ancbthei feyd> 
that thei fcholde not entre in to fo holy Place. 
And men clepen that Place, where they lyzn, 
Double Spelunke, or double Cave or double 
Dyche ; for als meche as that on lyethe above 
that other. And the Sarazines clepen that 
Place in http Langage, y Karicarba ; that is' 
to feyne, the Place of Patriarkes. And the 
J ewes clepen that Place, Arboibe. And in 
that fame Place, was Abrahames Hous : and 

y Cariatarba, L. &c. " \ 
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there he fate and faughe 3 Perfones, and wor- 
fchipte but on ; as Holy Writt feythe, Tres 
vidit & unu adoravit : that is to feyne, He 
faughe 3, and worfchiped on : and of tho fame 
refcey ved Abraham the Aungeles in to his 
Hous> And righte fade by that Place, is a 
Cave in the Roche, where Adam and Eve 
duelleden, whan thei weren putt out of Tara- 
dyfe\ and there goten thei here Children. 
And in that fame Place was Adam formed and 
made; afrre that that fum men fey a. For 
Men werein wont for to clepe that Place, the 
Feld of c Damafce ; becaufe that it was in the 
Lordfchipe of Damask. And fro thens was 
he ttanflated in to Taradys of DelyteS, as 
thei feyn : and aftre that he was dry yen out 
of Taradys, he was there left. And the fame 
Day that be was putt in Taradys, the fame 
Day he wa£ put putt : for anon he fynned. 
There begynnethe the Vale of Ebron, that 
durethenyghe to Jerujalem. There the Aun- 
gelle commaunded Adam, that he fcholde 
duelle with his Wyf Eve : of the whiche he 
gatt Sethc ; of whiche Tribe, that is to feye* 
Kynrede, Jefu Crift was born. In that Va- 
leye is a Feld, where men drawen out of the 
Ertheathing, that menclepen Cambylle: and 
thei ete it in ftede of Spice, and thei bere it to 

G - ■ felle. 



8 % The Potage and 7*rava?le of 

felle. And Men may not make the hole n<S 
the Cave, where it is taken out of the Erthe* 
fo depe ne fb wyde, but that it is, at the 
Zeres ende, fulle azen op to the fydes, thorgh 
the Grace of God. 

And x My le from Ebron is the Grave of 
-Lothe, that was jfirabaptesfttothcr. And a 
lytille fto Ebron> is the Mount of Mambre, 
of the whiche the Valeye takethe his Name. 
And there is a Tree of Oke, that the Sara- 
zines clepen ? 'Dirpe, that is oiAbrahames 
tyme, the whiche Men clepen the drye Tree. 
And thei feye, that it hathe ben there^ fithe 
the beginnynge of the World ; and was fum- 
tyme grene, and "bare Leves, unto the tyme 
that our e Lord dyede on the Cros ; and thanne 
it dryede ; and fo dyden alle the Trees, that 
weren tfhanne in the World. And fumme 
feyn, be here Prophecyes, that a Lord, a 
Prynce of the Weft fyde of the World fealle 
wynnen theLond of PrOfttyffioun, that is the 
Holy Lond, withe helpe of Criftene Men; 
and he fchalle do fy nge a Maffle undir that drye 
Tree, and than the Tree fchalle wexen grene 
and here bothe Fruy^ add Leves. And thotght 
that Myracle madye Saraztnes and Jewes 
fchulle ben turned to Criftene Feythc. And. 

* Drip. L. 
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therfore thei don gretWorfchipe thereto, and 
kepeo it fulle befyly. And alle be it fo, tfoat 
it be drye, natheles zit he berethe gret vertue : 
for certeyniy he that hathe a litilie; there of 
upon him,ithelethehimof thefallynge Evyllfe ; 
and his Hors fchalle not ben a fouodred : and 
manye othere Vertues it hathe : where fore 
Men holden it fulle precyous. 

From Ebron*, Men gon to Bethelem* in 
half a day : for it is but 5 Myle ; and k is 
fulle fayre Weye, be Pleynes and Wodes folk 

deletable. Betheleem is a litylle Cytee, long 
and narweand well walled, and in echeiyde 
enclofed with gode Dyches ; and it was wont 
to ben cleped Efrata ; as Holy Wry tt fey the, 
*Ecce audivimus eum inEffrata: that is to 
feye, Lo, wee herde him in Effrata. And 
toward the Eft ende of the Cytee, is a fulle 
fair Cbirche and a gracyouie ; and it hathe 
many Toutes, Pynacles andCorneres, fulle 
ftronge aad curioufly made : and with in that 
Chirchc ben 44 Py leres of Marble, grete and . 
faire. And betwenfe the Cytee and the Chirche, 
is the Felde Flsridus ; that is to feyne, the 
FeU florifihed: For als taoche as a fayre 
Mayden was blamed with wrong, and fclaun- 
dred, that fche hadde don Foray cacioun ; for 



• Pfalm cxztii. 6. 
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whiche caufe fche was demed to the Dethd; 
and to be brent in that place, to the whiche 
fche was ladd. And as the Fyre began to 
brenne abpute hire, fche made hire Preyeres 
to cure Lord, that als wiftely as fche was not 
gylty of that Synne, that he wold helpe hire* 
and make it to be knowen to alle men, of his 
mercy fulle grace. And whan fche hadde thus * 
feyd, fche entred in to the Fuyer ; and anon 
was the Fuyr quenched and oute : and the 
Brondes, that weren brennynge, becomenrede 
Roferes; and the Brondes, that weren not 
kyndled, becomen white Roferes, fiille of 
Rofes. And theife weren the firft Roferes 
and Rofes, bothe white and rede, that evere 
ony Man faughe. , And thus was this Mayden 
faved be the Grace of God. And therfore is 
that Feid clept the Feld of God floryfTcht : 
for it was fulle of Rofes. Alfo befyde the 
Queer of the Chirche, at the right fyde, as 
men comen dounward 16 Greces, is the place 
where oure Lord was born, that is fiille well 
dyghte of Marble, and fulle richely peynted 
with Gold, Sylver, Azure and other Coloures. 
And 3 Paa& befyde, is the Crybbe of the Ox 
and the AfTe. And befyde that, is the place 
where theSterre felle, that ladde the 3 Kynges* 
J a/par j Melchior and Balthazar: but Men 

of 
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vfGrece clepen hem thus, Galgalathe, Mai- 
galathe and Saraphie : ?ttd the J ewes clepen 
in this manere, in Ebrew, Appelius* Amer- 
rius and *Dainafus. Theife 3 Kyngcs oflxeden 
$0 oure Lord, Gold, Enlcncc and Myrre : and 
theimett6n togedre, thorgheMyracte of God: 
# Jfor thci metten to gcdre in a Cytee in Tnde> 
lhat Men clepen Cafak, that is 53 Journey cs 
fro Betheleem : and thei weren at Betheleem 
the 1 3 Day. And that was the 4 Day, afire 
that thei hadden feyn the Stqrre, whjp thei 
metten in that Cytee: and thus thei weren in 
9 Dayes, fro that Cytee at Betheleem ; and 
that was gret Myracle. Alio undre the Cloy- 
ftre of theGhirche, be 18 Degrees, at the righte 
fyde, is theCharnelle of the Innocentes, where 
here Bones lyzn, And before the place whfere 
oure Lord was born, is the/Tombe of Seynt 
Jerome, that was a Preeft and a Cardynalle, 
that tranflatede the Bible and the W fault fere 
from Ebrew in to Latyn : and witheoute the 
Mynftre, is the Chayere that he fett in, whan 
he tranflated it. And fade befydc thatChirche, 
a 60 Fcdme, is a Cbircheof Seynt Nicholas, 
where oure Lady refted hire, aftre fche was 
lyghted of oure Lord. And for as meche as 
fche had to meche Mylk in hire Pappes, that 
greyed hire, fche my Iked hem on the redd 
v* G 3 Stones " 
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Stones of Marble ; (b that the traces may zit 
be fene in the Stones alle whyte. And zee 
fchulte undreftonde, that alle that dueilen in 
Bttheleem ben Criftene Men. And there bea 
fayre Vynes aboute the Cy tee, and gret plen- 
tee of Wyn, b that the Criftene Men han don 
let make. But the Sarazines ne tylen not # 
no Vynes, ne thei drynken no Wyn. For 
here Bokes of here Lawe, that Makomete be- 
toke bem,whichc thei clepen here Alkaron, and 
Fftme clepen k Mefaphe ; and in another Lan- 
guage k is cleped Harme ; and the fame Boke 
tfbrbedethe hem to drinke Wyn. For in that 
Boke, Machomete curfed alle tho, that drynken 
Wyn, and ajje hem that fellen It. For (urn 
men feye, that he floughe ones an Heremyte 
in his DronkehefTe, that he loved ful wel : 
and therefore he curfed Wyn, and hem that 
drynken ir» But his Curs be turned in to his 
owne Hed y as Holy Wrytt feythe ; Et in 
verficem ififius, in t quit as ejus dejcendet : 
that is for to feye, His Wykkednejfe fthatte 
turne and fatte in his owne Heed. And alfo 
the Sarazines b bryngen forthe no PiggeSj 
nor thei eten no Swynes Fleflche : for thei 
feye, it is brother to Man, and it was fbrboden 
be the olde Lawe : and thei holden hem alle 



* Operation Crtftianoru, L. . 
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accurfed, that eten there of. Alio in theLond 
of Talsftyne and in the Lond oiEgyfU tbei 
eten but Iytille or non of Fleflche of yeel or 
of Beef; but he be fo old, that he may no 
more travay le for clde ; for it is forbode : and 
for becaufe thei have but fewe of hem, ther- 
fore thei noriflchen hem, for to ere here 
Londes. In this Cy tee of Betheleem> was 
^David th? Kyng born : and he hadde 60 
Wyfes ; and the firfte Wy f hihte Michol : 
and alio he hadde 300 Lemannes. 

And fro Betheleem unto Jerujalem, nys 
bm z Myle. And in the Weye to Jeruja- 
lem, half a Myle fro Betheleem^ is aChirche, 
where the Aungel fey de to the Scheppardes, 
of the Birthe of Grift. And in that Weye is 
the Tombe of Rachelte, th# was Jofephes 
Modre, the Patriarke : and fche dyede anon, 
aftre that fche was dely vered of hire Sone 
Bentamyn; and there fche was buryed of Ja~ 
cob hire Husbonde : and he leet fetten iv 
grete Stones on here, in tokene that fche had 
born d iz Children. In the fame Weye, half 
Myle fro Jerufakm^ appered the Sterre cq> 
the 3 Kynges. In tbkt Weye alio ben manye 

* Rachel had but two Children, Jofeph and Benjamm : 
but by them, (he had n Grand-children. Gen. xlvi. io, 
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Ghirches of Criflene Men, be the whicheMen 
gon towardes the Cy tee of Jerufalept- 

< 

Cap. VII. 

Of the Pilgrimages in Jerufalem, and 
of the Holy Places thereaboute. 

AFTER for tofpeke of Jerufalem, the 
l Holy Cyrce, zee fchulle undirftonde, 
that it ftont fulle feire b^twene Hilles : and 
• there ben no Ryveres ne Welles; but Watre 
comethe be Condy tc fro Ebron. And zee 
fchulle undirftonde, that Jerufalem of olde 
tyme, unto the tyme of MHcbifedeche* was 
< eleped Jebus ; and aftre it was clept Salem* 
unto the tyme of Kyng David, that putce 
theife i Names to gidere, and eleped it J ebu- 
Jilem; and aftre that, Kyng Salomon ckped 
it Jerofqlomye : and aftre that, Men eleped it 
Jerufalem ; and fo it is eleped zit. And a- 
boute Jerufalem, is thg Kyngdom of Surry e : 
and there befyde is the Lond of TaleJIyne : 
and befyde it, is Afcolone : and befyde that, 
is the Lond of Mar it dine. But Jerufalem is 
in the Lond of Judeq ; and ft i§ ejept Judf 9 
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for that Judas Machabeus was Kyng of that 
Contree ; and it e marchethe Eftward to the 
Kyngdom of Arabye\ on the fouthe fyde, to 
the Load of Egipt ; and on the Weft fyde, 
to the grete See; on the Northe fyde, toward 
the Kyngdom of Surrye, and to the See of 
Cypre. In Jerufalem was wont to be a Pa- 
triark, and Erchebyfshoppes and Bifshoppcs 
abouten in the Contree. Abouten Jerufalem 
ben theile Gytees : Ebron, at 7 Myle ; Je~ 
rico 9 at 6 Myle ; Berfabee, at 8 Myle ; Af 
c alon y at 17 Myle; Jajfc at 16 Myle; Ha* 
y matba> at 3 Myle; and Betbeleew, at 2 Myle. 
And a 2 Myle from Betheleem> toward the 
Sowthe, is the Chirche of Seync { Karitot, 
that was Abbot there ; for whom thei maden 
meche Doel amonges theMonkes, whan he 
fcholde dy$; and zit thei ben in moornynge, 
in the wife that thei maden here Lamentaci- 
oun for him the firfte tyme : and it is foUe-gret 
py tee' to beholde. 

This Contree and Lond of Jerufalem hathe 
ben in many dyverfeNacionnesHondes: and 
often therfore hathe the Contree fuffred meche 
Tribulacioun, for the Synne of the Poeple, 
that duellen there. For that Contree hathe 
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ben ia the Hondcs of alle Nacyouns : that ii 
to icy ne, of Jetties, of Chananees* dffiry- 
enesj Terjes^ Medoynes* Maeedoynes, of 
Grekes* Romaynes, of Criftene Men, of «5W- 
razinety Btrbatyenes, Turkes, Tart&tyenes y 
and of manye othere dy verfe Nacyouns. For 
God wale pot, that it he longe in the Hondes 
ofTraytouresneof Syuneres, betheiCriftene ' 
or othere* And now have the Hethene Men 
holden that Lond in here Hondes 40 Zeere and 
more : bat thei fchull not holde it longe, zif 
God wole. 

And zee ichnlle undirftond, that whan Men. 
comento Jerufalem, here firft Pilgrymage is 
to the Chirche of the Holy Sepulcre, where 
onre Lord was buryed, thai: is with oute the 
Cytce, on the Northc fyde : but it is now en* 
doled in* with the Tain Waiie. And there 
is a folk fayr Chirche* alle rownd, and open 
above, g and coveted with Leed. And on the 
Weft fyde is a fair Tour and an highe, for Belief 
ftrongly made. And in the mydde* of the 
Chirche, is a Tabernacle, as it were a ly tyile 
Hows, made with a low litylle Dore : and 
that Tabernacle is made in manere of half a 
Congas, righte curioufely and richely made, 
of Gold and Azure and othere riche Coloured 

m 
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fulle nobelyche made Aod in the righte fyda 
of that Tabernacle, is the Sepulcre of ourc 
Lord. And the Tabernacle is 8 fote long, 
and 5 fots wyde, and 1 1 fote in heighte. And 
it is not longe fithep the Sepulcre w*s allc 
open, that Men myghte kifle it and topche it. 
But for Pilgrymes, that comen cbidre, peya- 
ed hem to breke the Ston in peqeg pt in pou+ 
dre, therfore the Soudan hathe do make 9 
Walle aboute the Sepulere, that no m&i may 
towche it. But in tbe4eft fyde of the Walk) 
* of the Tabernacle, is well the heighte of a 
man, a gret Ston to the q^apty tee of a mannes 
Hcd, thai: was of the Holy Sepulcre : and that 
Stan kiflen the Pilgrymes, that comen thidre. 
In that Tafeeroacle bm do Wyadowes * hut it 
is aile made lighte with Lampes, %jm hangea 
before the Sepulcre. And *he« i« • tamper 
that boagethe before *foe Sepulcre/ that farce* 
netbe l^hte : and 00 the <?«<&» Fiyd*y* it 
gothe out be him felf ; aod iyghcith azen be 
him felf at that Oure, that owe Lord roop 
fro Dethe.to lyve. Alfe within the Chirche, 
at the righte fyde, hefydc the Queer ©f the 
Chirche, is the Mount of Ca/varye, . where 
cure Lord was don on the Cro$ : and it is ft 
Roche of white Colour, and a lytiHe medled 
, with red : And the Cros was fct in a Morteys, 

in 
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ih the fame Roche : and on that Roche drop* 
ped the Woundes of our Lord, whan he was 
payned on the Crofle ; and that is cleped 
feotgatha. And men gon up to that Golga- 
tha> be Degrees: and in the place of that Mor- 
teyv was A 'dames Hed founden, aftre Noes 
flode ; in tokene that the Synnes of Adam 
h fcholde ben boughte in that lame place. And 
upon that Roche made Abraham Sacrifice to 
obre Lord. And there is an Awtere : and be- 
fore that Awtere, lyzn Godefray de Boleyne 
and Bawdewytk and othere Criftene Kynges # 
of Jerufalem. And there nyghe, where oure 
Lord was crucyfied, is this w r riten in Grew i 

Ttyg/av c* pia-u Ti\$ ytis : that * s t0 fey ne, in La- 
tyn ; 1)eus Rex nofter ante S ecu la oferatus 
eft Salutem* in mfdio Terra: that is to feye; 
God oure Kyng, before the Worldes, hathe 
wroughte Hele in myddis of the Erthe. And 
alfo on that Roche, where the Cros was fett, 
js writep with in the Roche theife Wordes ; 

that is to feyne, in Latyn ; §{uod videsy eft 
fundameniu totius Fidei hujus Mundi : that 
is to feye ; That thou feeft, is ground of alle 

the Fey the of this -World. And zee fchulle 

* • , * 
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undirftonde, that whan pure Lord was don 
upon the Cros, he was 3 3 zere and 3 Monetises 
of elde. Antf the Prophecy e of * "David fey the 
thus ; Quadraginta annis k proximus fui ge- 
neration* huic : that is to feye ; Fourty zeer 
was Ineighebore to thisKynrede.i And thus 
fcholde it feme, that the Prophecye& nc were 
not trewe : but thei ben bothe trewq : for in 
old cyme, men maden a Zeer of ioMonethes ; 
of the whiche, Marche was the firfte, and 
<Decembre was the lade. But Gayus, that was 
Emperour of Rome, putten theife x Monethes 
thereto, janyver and Fever er ; andordeyn- 
ed the Zeer of 12 Monethes; that is to feye, 
365 Dayes, with oute Lepe Zeer, aftre thfe 
propre cours of the Sonne. And therfore, af- 
tre cowntynge of 10 Monethes of the Zeer, 
he dy ede in the 40 Zeer ; as the Prophete 
feyde : and aftre the Zeer of 12 Monethes, 
he was of age 3 3 Zeer and 3 Monethes. Alfo 
with in the Mount of Calvorie, on the right 
fide, is ah Awtere, where the Piler lyzthe* 
that cure Lord Jejk was bounden to, whan 
he was fcourged. And there befyde, ben 4 
Pileres of Ston, that alle weys droppen Wa- 
tre: and fum men feyn, that thei wepenfor 
our Lordes Dethe. And nyghe that Awtier, 

'P&lfli xcy. 10. • * The vulgar Latia ha$it, tfinfusfid. 

is 
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is a place ondre Erthe, 41 Degrees of depn£{le, 
where the Holy Croys was founded, be the 
Wy tt of Sey nte Elym 9 undiraRoche, where 
the Jew*$ had hidde it. And that was the 
verray Croys afiayed: for thei fonnden 3 
CrofleS ; on of oure Lord, and % of the % 
Theves : and Seynte Elyne preved hem on a 
dedBody, that aros fromDethe to lyve, whan 
that it was leyd on it, that oure Lord dyed 
on. And there by in the Walle, is the place 
Where the 4 Nayles of oure Lord weren hidd : 
for he had z in his Hondes, and z in his Feet : 
and of on of theife, the Emperour of Caftan- 
tynobie made a BrydiUe to his Hors, to bere 
him in Bataylle ; and thorghe yertue there of, 
he overcam his Enemyes, and wan aile the 
Load *&Afye the letfe; that is to feye, Tur- 
kye* Ermotije the lafle and the more ; and 
from Sat rye to Jeru/kkm^ (torn Arahye 
t6 Terjk, from JMeftpttayme to the Kyng- 
dom of Halafpee* from Egypt the highe and 
the lowe, sbd all the othere Kyngdomes, un- 
to the Depc cf Rthiopt, and into Tnde the 
lefle* that thta wasCriftene. And there were 
ia that tymc many gode Holy M6n and Holy 
Heremytes ; of whom the Book of Fadres 
Lyfes fpektthe : and thei ben now in Toy- 
nems and Sarazmes Honds* But whan God 

alle 
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allemyghty wole, righte als the Londes weren 
loft thorghe Synne of Criftene Men, fofchulle 
thei ben wonnen azenbeCriftenMen, thorghe 
help of God. And in myddes of that Chirche, 
isra Coropas, in the whiche Jtfipb of Ara- 
mathie leyde the Body of oure Lotd, whan 
he had taken him down of the Croys : and 
there he waflched the Wdundes of ottre Lord: 
and thatCompaSj feye men, is the inyddes of. 
the World. And in the Chircfie of the Sepul- 
chre, on the Northe fyde, is the place where 
oure Lord was pot in Prefoud ; (for he was in 
Preform m many places) and there is a party e 
of the Cheync, that he was bounden with : 
and there he appered firft to Matte M&gda- 
leyne, whan he was ry fen ; and fchc wende, 
that he had ben a Gardener. In the Cbirche 
of Seynt Sepulchre) was wont to ben Cha- 
nouos of the ordre of feynt Augufiyn, and 
hadden a Priour : bat the Patriark was here 
Sovereygne. And Withe 6u«e the Ddres of 
the Chirche, on the right fyde, as men gon 
upward l& Greces, feyde oure Lord to his 
, Modet; Mulier, eece filius tuus : that is td 
feye ; ffoma*, lathi Sane. Aad aftre that, 
lie feyde to John his Difciple ; Ecce mater 
tud: that is fo feyne ; Lo, behdldth't Modir: 
Andthdfe wordes he feyde oil the Cros. 

And 
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And on theife Greets wente otkre Lord, whan 
he bare the Crode on his Schuldir. And un- 
dir .this Grees is a Chapelle ; and in that 
Chapelle fyngen Preftes, Tndyenes ; that is 
to feye, Preftes of Tnde ; noght aftir oure 
Lawe, but aftir here : and alle wey thei maken 
here Sacrement of the Awtier, feyenge, Fa- 
ter nQJierj and othere Preyeres there with : 
with the which Preyeres, thei feye the Wbrdes, 
that the Sacrement is made of. For thei ne 
knowe not the Addiciouns, that ipany Popes 
han made : but thei fy nge with gode Devoci- 
oun. And there nere, is the place, where 
that oure Lord reded him, whan he was we- 
ry, for Jbery nge of the Cros) And zee fchulle 
nndirftonde, that before the Chirche of the 
Sepulcre, is the Cytee more feble thaninony 
othere partie, for the grete playn, that is be* 
twene the Chirche and the Citee. And to- 
ward the Eft lyde, with oute theWalles of 
the Cytee, is the Vale of Jofafhathe, that 
touchcthe to the Walles, as thoughe it were a 
large Dy che. And anen that Vale of Jo/ap bathe, 
out of the Cytee, is the Chirche of feynt Ste- 
v*»*, where he wasftoned toDethe. And there 
befide, is the gildene Zate, that may not ben 
opened ; be the whiche Zate, oure Lord en- 
trede on Talmefonday, ypon an AfTe ; and tbg 

Zati 
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Zate opened azenft him, whan he wolde go 

uhtd the Temple: And zit apperen the Steppes 

of the Afles feet, in 3 places of the Degrees, 
that ben of fulle harde Stein. And before the 

Chirche of feynt Sepulcre* toward the Sbothej 

a 200 Paas, is the gret Hofpitalle of Seynt 

John : of the whiche the Hofpitleres hadde 

herb fbtmdacioun. Add with ihne the Palays 

of the Seke Men of that Hofpitalle, befa 124 

Pileres of Ston : and in the Walles of the 

IJowSj with oote the nombre abovfefeyd, 

there ben 54 Pileres, that beren tip the Howl 

And fro that Hofpitalle, to go toward the Eft, 

is a fulle fayr Chirche, that is clept Noftre 

*Bame la Grdund. And than is there another 

Chirche right nyghc,that is c\vpt NoftreDame 

de Latyne. And there weren Marie Cleopbee 

and Marie Magda/eyne, and teren here Hecr, 

whan oure Lord was peyncd in the Cros. 
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Cap. VIH. 

Of the Tiemfle of owe Lord. Of the 
Cruche? of fiyng Heroud. Of the 
Mount Syoo. Of probatica Pifciaa. 

4n4 of Natatorsum S^ *-- 

AND fro the Chirche of the Sepulcre, 
toward the Eft, at i<5o Paas, is 7m- 
j9/i0» "Domini. Itis right a feir Hows, and fc 
is alle round, and highe, and covered with 
teed, and it is well paved with white Mar- 
ble : but the Sarazine woJe not fu#re no Cri- 
ftene man ne Jewes to come there in ; for 
tbei feyn, that none fo foulc fynfaMe men 
Icholde not come in fb koly place: but I cam 
in there, and in ocherc places, where I wolde ; 
for I hadde Lettres of the Soudan, with his 
grete Seel ; and comounly other Men han but 
his Signett. In the whiche Lettres he comand- 
ed, of his ipecyalle grace, to alle his Subget- 
ttSy to lete me fcea alle the places, and to 
cnforme me pleynly* alle the Myfteries of eve- 
ry place, and to condyte me fro Cytee to 
Cytec, zif it were nedc, and buxomly to re- 

fceyve 
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fceyvfe me and my Coifcpanye; and for to 
obey e to alle my requeftes refbnable, zif the! 
.Weren not gretly dzen the Roy alle power and 
digny tee of the Soudan or of his Lawe. And 
to othere, that asken him grace, fuche as haH 
ferved him, he ne zevethe not but his Signet ; 
the whiche thei make to be born before hem, 
hangynge oh a Spere : and the folk of the 
Contree don gret worfchipe and reverence to 
his Signett or his Seel, and knelen there to* 
as lowly as wee don to Corpus ^Domini. And 
fcit men don fulle grettere reverence to his 
LettreS. lor the Admyralle and alle othere 
Lordes, that thei ben fchewed to, before or 
thei refcey ve hem, thei knelen doun, and than 
thei take hem, and putten hem on here Hedes* 
and aftre thei kitten hem, and than thei reden 
hem* knelynge with gret reverence, and than 
thei offren hem to do alle, that the berere 
askethe. And in this Temflum 'Dominiy weren 
ibmtyme ChanounS Reguleres : and thei had- 
den an Abbot) to whom thei weren obedient. 
And in this Temple was Charlemayn, whan 
that the Aungelle broughte him the Prepuce 
of oiireLord JeJuCrifti of his Circumcifioun : 
and aftre Kyng Charles leet bryngen it to !Pi- 
fysy in to his Chapelle : and aftre that, he 
leet brynge it to Teyterei,. and aftre that to 

H% Cbmrts 
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Chartres. And zee fchulle undirftonde, that 
this is not the Temple, that Salomon made : 
for that Temple dured not, but nox Zeer. 
For Tytus, Vefpajianes Sone, Emperour of 
Rome y had leyd fege aboute Jerufalem, for to 
difcomfyte the Jewes : for thei putten oure 
Lord to Dethe, with outen Leve of the Em- 
perour. And whan he hadde wonnen the Cy- 
tee, he brente the Temple and beet It down, 
and alle the Cy tee, and toke the Jewes, and! 
dide hem to Dethc, nooooo: andtheothere 
be putte in Prefoun, and folde hem to Ser- 
vage, 30 for o Peny; for thei feyde, thei 
boughte Jefu for 30 Penyes : and he made o£ 
hem bettre cheep, whan he zaf 30 for o Peny. 
And aftre that tyme, Julianus Apoftate, that 
Was Emperour, zaf leve to the Jewes to make 
the Temple of Jerufalem : for he hated Cri~ . 
ftene Men ; and zit he was criftned, but he 
fbrfoke his Law, and becam a Renegate. And 
whan the Jewes hadden made the Tem- 
ple, com an Erthe quakeng, and cafl: it doun 
(as God wolde) and deltroyed alle that thei 
had made. Abd aftre that, Adryan, that was 
Emperour^ of Rome, and of the Lynage of 
Troye, made Jerufalem sazen, and the Tem- 
ple, in the fame manere, as Salomon made if* 
And he wolde not fuffre no Jewes to dwelle 

there 
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tliere, but only Criftene men. For alle thoughe 
it were fb, that hee was not criftned, zet he 
lovede Criftene men, more than ony other 
Nacioun, faf his owne. This Emperour leec 
enclofe the Qhirche of feynt Sepulcre, and 
walle it, within the Cytee, that before was 
With oute the Cy tee* long tyme beforn. And 
he wolde have chaunged the Name of Jem? 
Ja/em, and have cleped it Ely a ; but that Name 
lafted not longe. Alfo zee fchulle undirftonde* 
that the Sarazines don moche reverence ta 
that Temple ; and thei feyn, that that place 
is right holy. And whan thei gon in, thei 
gon barefote, and knelen many tymes. And 
whanne myFelowes and Ifeyghe that, whan 
we comen in, wee diden of oure Schoon, and 
camen in barefote, and thoughten that wq 
Icholden don as moche Worfchipe and Reve- 
rence there to, as ony of the mysbeleevyngQ 
jnen fcholde, and as gret compundioun in 
Herte to have. This Temple is 64 Cubytes . 
ofwydenefle, and als many e in lengthe ; and 
of heighte it is no Cubites : and it is with 
tone, alle aboute, made with Pyleres ofMarr 
ble : and in the myddel place of the Temple, 
ben manye highe Stages, of 14 Degrees of 
heighte, made with go<Je Pyleres alle about^: 
^ tfcis Place the J ewes callen Sanfta Santto- 

H 3 rtm 
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turn ; that is to fey c, holy of balewes. An4 
in that place comethc no Man, faf only here 
Prelate, that m^kethe here Sacrifife. And the 
fplk ftonden alle aboute, in di verfe Stages, a& 
tre thei ben of Dignytee or of Worfchipe; fa 
that tbei alle may fee the Sacrifice. And in 
that Temple ben 4 Entrees ; and the Zates bea 
of Cyprefle, wel made and curioufely dight. 
And with in the Eft Zate, oure Lorde feyde, 
here is Jerufalem. And in the Northfy de of 
that Temple, with in the Zate, there is a Welle ; 
but it renncthe noght ; of the whiche Holy 
Writt fpekethe, and feythe, Vidi Aquam e~ 
gredientcm de Templo : that is to feyrie ; t 
Jaughe JVatre come out of the Temple. And 
on that other fyde of the Temple, ther^ is a 
Roche, that men clepen Moriache : but aftre 
it was clept Bethel \ whefe the Arke of Go4 
with Relykes of Jewes, weren wont to ben 
put. That Arke or Hucche, with the Relikcs, 
Tytus ledde with hym to Rome, whan he had 
fcomfyted alle the J ewes. In that Arke werea 
the ioCSnjandementes, and of Arones Zerde, 
and of Moyfes Zerde, with the whiche he 
made the Rede See departed, as it had ben a 
Walle, on the righte fyde and on the left fyds, 
whils that the Peple of Ifrael pafTeden the 
See drye foot : And with that Zerde, he 

fmoot 
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finoot the Roche; and the Watre cam out oi 
it : And With that Zerde, he dide manytf 
Wondres. And there in Was a Veffel of Gold, 
ftdle of Manna, atid Clothinges arid Ottrne- 
irients and the Tabernacle 6fAarO> and aTa* 
bernacle fquare of Gold, with 12 precyous 
Stones, and a Boy ft of Jafper grene, with 4 
Figures, and 8 Names of oure Lord, and f 
Candelftykes of Gold, and i% Pottes of Gold, 
and 4 Cenferes of Gold, and an Awtier of 
Gold, and4Lyouns of Gold, upon the whiche 
thei bare Cheruby n of Gold, 1 x Spannes long, 
and the Cerde of Swannes of Hevene, with 
a Tabernacle of Gold, and a Table of Sylvef, 
and z Trompes of Silver, and 7 Barly Loves, 
and alle the othere Relikes, that weren before 
the Birthe of oure Lord Jejk Crift. And lip- 
oa that Roche, was Jacob (lepynge, whan he 
faughe the Aungeles gon up and doun, by a 
Laddre, andhefeyd, Vere Locjts ifle fattens 
efly & ego ignorabam : That is to feyne ; For- 

Jbthethisftace isholy^ and I wifie it nought 
'And there an Aungel hdde Jdcob ftille, and 
v turned his Name, and cleped him IJrael. And 
>n that fame place, ^David faughe the Aufl- 
gelle, that finot the folk with a Swerd, arid 
put iit up biddy in the Schethe. And in thdc r 
fame Itqche, was feynt Syffieoti, whan be 

H4 ?cfceyyed 
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t cfcey vcd oqre Lord in to the Temple. An$ 
in this Roche he fette him, whan the J ewe* 
woldc a ftoned him ; and a §tcrre cam doun, 
and zaf him light. And upon that Roche, 
prechede oure Lord often ty me to the Peple ; 
and out of that feyd Temple, pure Lord drof 
the Byggeres and the Sell?res. And upon that 
Roche, oure Lord f$tte him, whan the Jewej 
wolde have ftoned him ; and the Roche cleef 
in two ? *nd ia that clevynge was oure Lord 
hidd : and there cam doun a Sterre, and ztf 
Lighte and ferved {iim with claretee : and up- 
on that koche, fatt oure Lady, and lerned 
hire Sawtere : and there our Lord forzaf the 
W6man hi^e Sinnes, that was founden in A- 
vowtrie: and there was oure Lord cjrcum- 
^yded ; and there the Aupgelle fchewede ty : 
^jynges to Zachtrie* of the Birtfie of Seynt 
Rtftyfi h* s Sone, and there offied firft Mefr 
fbijedecbe, Bred and Wyn to oure Lord, in 
joHene of the Sacrement, that was to comene: 
^nd there felle <David prey eng to oure Lord, 
a^d to the Aungelie, that frnqt the peple, that 
he wplde have mercy on him and^n the 
peple; $md oure Lord herde his Prey ere i and 
therefore wolde he make the Temple in thai: 
plsce : bu^ oure Lord forbade him, be an Aun- 
geUe, fpr he had dpn Trefoun, whan he leet 
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lie Vrie the worthi Knyght, fpr to havc2fcr~ 
y&&* his Wyf : and therfore alle the purvey- 
ance, that he hacjde ordeyn^d to make the 
fetople with, he toke it Salomon his Sone ; 
and he made it. And he preyed oure Lord, 
that alle tho that preyeden to him, in that 
place, with gpde Herte, that he wolde heren 
Ijere Prey ere and graunten it hem, zif thej 
asked it rightefullyche : and oure Lord graunt- 
ed it him : and therfore Salomon, cleped th« 
Jemple, the Temple of ConfeilJe and of Help 
of God. And with oute the Zate of that 
Temple, isanAwtier?, where J ewes werein 
wont to offren Dowves and Turtles. And 
betwene the Temple and that Awtiere, was 
Zacharie flayn. And upon the Pynacle of 
that Temple, was oqre Lord brought^ for to 
ben tempted of the Enemy e, the Feend. And 
on the heighte of that Pynacle, the J ewe* 
fetten Seynt Jame y and cafted him down to 
the Erthe, that firft was Biflchopp of Jeru- 
file. And at the entree of that Temple, to- 
ward the Weft, is the Zate, that is clept I Tort a, 
Jpeciofi. And nyghe befyde that Temple, 
upon the right fyde, is a Chirche covered with 
Leed, that is clept Salomones Scole. And fro. 
that Temple, to wardes th? Sppthe, right nyghe, 

I Beautiful Gate, £ft$ & *, 
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is the Temple of Salomon y that is righte fair 
and wel polliflcht. And in that Temple, 
daellen the Knyghtes of the Temple, that 
wcren wont to be clept Temper es : and that 
was the fbundacionn of here Ordre : fo that 
there, doelleden Knyghtes ; and in Tempt* 
"Domini, Chanouns Reguleres. Fro that Tem- 
ple toward the Eft, a no Paas, in the Cor- 
iiere of the Cy tee, is the Bathe of oore Lord : 
and in that Bathe was wont to Come Watre 
fro *ParadjSy and zfc it dr oppethe. And there 
befyde, is our Ladyes Bed. And fade by, is 
the Temple of Seynt Symeon : and with oute 
«he Cloyfter of the Temple, toward the Northe, 
is a folle faire Chirche of Seynte t Anni> oure 
Ladyes Modre : and there was oure Lady con* 
ceyted. And before that Chirche, is a gret 
Tree, that begat* to growe the fame nyghr. 
And undrc that Chirche, in goenge doun be 
11 Degrees, lythe Jaachym > oirre Ladyes fa- 
der, in a faire Tombe of Sron : and there be- 
fyde, lay fomtyme feynt Anne his Wif; but 
fcynt Helyne leet tranflate hire to Coftantyno- 
fie. And in that Chirche is a Welle, in ma-' 
flere of a Cifterne, that is clept, Trobatica 
Tifcina, that hathe $ Entreez. Into that Welle, 
Aungeles were wont to come from Hevene» 
and bathen hem with mne t and what Man 

that 
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diat firft bathed him, aftre the mevynge of the 
Watre, was made hool, of what mauer Sy k*« 
nes that he hadde : and there oure Lord heled 
a Man of the Palafye, that ky 38 Zeerr and 
oure Lord feyde to him, TolleGrabatum tuum 
fS ambuk : that is to feye ; Take thi Bed* 
and go. Aid there befyde, was TylatesHows. 
And fafte by, is Kyng Heroudes Hows, that 
leet fle the Innocences. This Heroude was 
over moche curfed and cruelle : for firft be 
W fle his Wif, that he lovede righte weilci 
and foj: the paflynge Love, that, he hadde* to 
hire, whan he faughe hire ded, he felle in a 
rage, and outc of his Wytt, agretwhile; and 
fithen he cam azen to his Wytt 2 and aftre he 
leet fle bis two Sones, that he hadde of that 
Wyf ; and aftre that, he leet fle another of 
his Wyfes, and a Sone, that he hadde with 
hire : and aftre that, he leet fle his owne Mo- 
dre : and he wolde have flay n his Brother alio, 
but he dyede fodeynly - And aftre he fell in- 
to Seknefle, and whan be felte, that be fcholde 
dye, he feme aftre bis Snftre, and aftre tile 
the Lordes of his Loud ; and whan thei were 
comen, be leet cQmande hem to Priibun, and 
than he feyde to his Snftre, he wifte wel, that 
men of the Contree wolde make no Sorwe 
for hisDetbe $ and therfore he made his Snftre 

fwcre, 
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ftoere, that fche fcholde letc fmytc of alle the 

Hcds of the Lordes, whan he were ded ; and 

than fcholde alle the Lond make Some for 

his Dethe, and elle nought : and thus he made 

his Teftement. But his Sufire fulfilled not his 

Wille: for als fone as he was ded, fche dely- 

vered alle the Lordes out of Prefbun, and lete 

hem gon, eche Lord to his owne ; and tolde 

hem alle the purpos of hire Brothers Ordy- 

nance : and fb was this curfed Kyng never 

nfitde Sorwe for, as he fuppofed for to have 

ben. And zee fchulle undirftonde, that in that 

tyme, there weren 3 Heroudes, of gret Name 

and Loos for here crueltee. This Heroude. 

of whiche I have fpoken offe, was Heroude 

Afialonite : and he that leet beheden feynt 

John the Baptift, was Heroude Antyfa : an4 

he jthat leet fmyte of feynt James hed, was. 

Heroude Agrifya ; and he putte feynt Teter 

inPrelbun. 

Alfb furthermore, in the Cytee, is the 

Chirche of Seynt Savyour : And there is the 

left Arm of John Crifoflom, and the moi e 

partye of the Hed of feynt Sfievene. And 

on that other fyde of the Strete, toward the 

Southe, as Men gon to Mount Syon, is a 

Chirche of feynt James, where he was be- 

heded. And fro that Chirche, a 120 Paas* 



Sir John Maundevile, Xt- * 09 . 

is the Mount Syon : and there is a faire Chirche 
of oure Lady* where fche dwelled ; and there 
fche dyed. And there, was wont to ben an 
Abbot of Chanouns Reguleres. And fro thens* ; 
was fche born of the Apoftles, unto the Vale 
of Jofaphathe. And there is the Ston, that 
the Aungelle broughte to oure Lady, fro the 
JVfount of Synay\ and it is of that colour* 
that the Roche is of feynt Kateryne. And 
there befyde, istheZate, where thorghe oure 
Ladye wente, whan fche was with Childe* 
whan fche wente to Betheleem. Alio at the 
entree of the Mount Syon, isaChapellC; and 
in that Chapelle is the Ston gret and large, 
with the whiche the Sepulcre was covered 
with, whan Jofefhe of Aramathte had put 
oure Lord thereinne : the whiche Ston the 
3 Maries lawen turnen upward, whan thei 
comen to the Sepulcre, the Day of his Re- 
furrexioan ; and there founden an Aungelle, 
that tolde hem of oure Lordes upryfynge from 
t)ethe to Ly ve. And there alfo is a Ston, in 
aWalle, befyde the Zate, of the Py leer, that 
bure Lord was fcourgad ate : And there was 
^AwwHows, that was Bislhop of the J ewes, 
jln that tyme. And there was oure Lord exa- 
jmyned in the nyght, and fcourged and fmy- 
ten and vylently entreted. And in that fame 

place, 
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pbce, * feynt Tettr foribke dure Lord thtitsj . 
er the Cok creew. And there is a pajty pf 
the Table, that he made his Souper onne, 
whan he made his Maondee, with his Difcy* 
pies ; whan he zaf hem his Flefche and his 
©lode, in forme of Bred and Wyn. And un- 
dre that Chapelle, 3x Degrees, is the place, 
where oure Lord woflche his Difciples Feet : 
and zit is the Veflelle, where the Watre was. 
And there befyde that fame Vefielle, was feynt 
Suvene bury ed. And there is the! A wticr, 
where oure Lady herde the Anngdes fynge 
Mefle! And there appered firft oure Lord to 
his Difciples, aftre his Refurrexioun, theZates 
endofed, and feyde to hem ; Tax-votis: that 
istofeye; TetsteZou. And ooa that Mount, 
appered Crift to feynt Thomas the Apoftle* 
and bad him aflaye his Woufides ; and there 
beleeved he firft, and ieyde, ^Dominus tneu? 
f&^Deus tneus : that is to fey e ; my Lord and 
my Gad. In the fame Chirche, befyde the 
Awteer, weren atle the Apoftelesoo Wytjbn- 
day* whan the Holy Goft defcended on hem, 
in lyknefle of Fuyr. And there made oure 
Lord his Pask, with his Difciples. And tjierfl 
flepte feynt John the Evanngelift, npon the 
Brecfte of oure Lord Jeju Crift, and laugher 
flcpyoge many hev*oly pf cvy tees. 

6 Mount 
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Mount Syon is with ione the Cytee; and 
ic is a ly title hierc than the other fyde of the 
Cyt.ee ; and the Cytee is ftrongere on that 
fyde, than on I ha* other fyde. For at the 
foot of the Mount <£w*> is a faire Caftelle 
and a (traig, that the Soudan lest make. Jo 
the Mount Syev, weren buryed Kyng 'David 
and Kyng «SWw«*» and many otbere Kynges, 
jjtew of J&vfiUm- And there is the place, 
where; the Jewej wolden ban caft np the bo- 
dy of owe Lady, when the Apoftles berea 
the Body to ben buryed, in the Vale of Jo- 
fapkttk*. And there is the Pfcice, where 
Seynt Tmr wepce folk tenderly, aftre that 
he hadde forfaJkea oore Lord. And a Scones 
cad fro that CbapeHe, is another CbapeUe* 
where pure Lord was, jugged: for that tyme, 
was there Gayftka/es Hows. From tbatCha- 
pclle, to go toward the Eft, at 140 Paas, is a 
depe Cave undje the Roche* that t*ctept the 
Galylee of onre Lord ; where ieynt *Petre 
hidde Urn,, whanne he had forfaken oore Lord 
Item* betwene the Mount Syon and the Tem- 
ple of Salmon, is the place, where owe Lord 1 , 
reyied the Mayden, m hive Fadres Hows. 
Undre the Mount Syatt, toward the Vale of 
Jojtyh&hg,. is aWelle^ chat is clept Nata- 
tenimtStte*. »and theue wasoureLordiwalshcn, 

aftre 
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aftrfe hid Bapteme: And there made oure Lord 
the blynde Man to fee. And there was y 
buryed Tfaye the Prophete. Alfo ftreghre 
from Natatorie Siloe, is an Ymage of Ston^ 
and of olde auncyen Wcrk, that Abfalon leet 
make : and becaufe there of, men clepen it 
the Hond of Abfalon. And fafte by, is zit 
the Tree of Eldre, that Judas henge him felf 
upon, far defpfeyr that he hadde, whin he 
folde and betrayed oure Lord. And thfere be- 
lyde, was the Sy hagoge, where the By sfhoppes 
of J ewes and the Thnryjes camen to gidere, 
and helden here ConfeiUe. And there cafte 
Judas the 30 Pens befbre hem, and feyde/ 
that he hadde fynned, betray enge oufe Lord. 
Arid there nyghe^ was the Hotvs of the A- 
poftles, ¥hilij>j>e and Jacob Afyhei. And on 
that other fyde of Mount Syott, toward thcf 
Southe, bezonde the Vale, a Stones caft, \%A- 
cheldamache ; that is to feye, the Feld of 
Blood; that was bought lb* the 30 Pens, that 
Oure Lord was fold fore. And in that Feld 
ben many Tombes of Criflene Men : for there 
ben manye Pilgrymes graven. And there beri 
many Oratories, Chapelles and Heremy tages, 
where Heremy tes Weren wont to duelle. And 
toward 'the Eft, an 100 Pas, is the Char- 
nelle of the Hofpitalle of feynt Johns where 

men 
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men weren wont to patte the Bones of dede" 
taien. 

AKb fro Jerujalem, toward the Weft, is 
a fair Chirche, where the Tree of the Cros 
grew. And x Myle fro thens, is a faire Chirche; 
where oureLady mette with Elixabethe, whan 
thei weren bothe with Ghilde ; aild fey nt John 
ftered in his Modf es Wbtnbe, and 1 madtf reVe* 
rence to his Creatour, that he faughe not. Ahd 
uodre the Awtier of that Chirche* is th&|»lace 
where feynt John was born. And fro that 
Chirche, is a Myle to the Caftelle oiEtAauia 
and there alfo oure Lord (chewed him to i of 
his Difciples, dftre his RefttfreXioatl. Alfb oft 
that cither fyde* 200 Tas fro Jefufaletn, is 
a Chirche, Where was wont to be the Cave Of 
the Lioun : and undre that Chirche, at 36 
Degrees of DepnefTe, weren entered 11000 
Martires, in the tyme of Kyng m Cofdroe, 
that the Lyoun n mette with alle in z nyghte> 
be the wille of God. Alfo fro Jtrufalem % 
Myle, is the Mount Jvyr, a fulle fair plac6 
and a delicyoiis : and there lythe Samuel thfc 
Prophete in a fair Tombe t add men clepen 
it Mount Joye ; for it zevethe joye to PL 1 * 
grymes hertes, be eaufe that there men feen 
firft Jerufaletn. Alfo betwene Jerufalem and 

*EJdtc, F# * Coll* jt 9 L. EnfembU, R 
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the Mount ofOlyvete, is the Vale ofjofa* 
f bathe, undre the Walks of the Cytee, as t 
have feyd before : and in the myddes of the 
Vale, is a lytilie Ryvere, that men clepea 
Torrens Cedron ; and aboveb it, over thwart, 
lay a Tre, (that the Cros was made offe) chat 
inen zeden over otine : and fade by it is a 
litylle pytt in the Erthe, where the foot of 
the Pileer is zit entered ; and there \vas oure 
Lord fir ft fcourged : for he was fcourged and 
Vileynfly entreted in many places. Alfo in 
the myddel Place of the Vale t>f Jo faf bribe* 
is the Chirche of oure Lady: and it is of 43 
Degrees, undre the Erthe* unto the Sepulcrt 
of oure Lady. And oure Lady Was of Age* 
whan fche dyed, 72 Zeer, And befide the 
Sepulcre of oure Lady, is an Awtier, where 
oure Lord forzaf feynt Tetir alle his Synnes. 
Aad fro thens, toward the Weft, undre an 
Awtere, is a Welle, that comethe out of the 
Ry vere of Taradys. And witethe wel, that 
that Chirche is fulle lowe in the Erthe ; and 
ftim is afle with inne the Erthe. But I fup* 
pofe wel, that ft was not fo founded : but for 
becaufe that Jerufalem hathe often tyme ben 
deftroyed, and the Wailes abated and beted 
doun and tombled in to the Vale, and that 
thei han ben fo filled azen, and the ground en* 

haunced 
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haunced; and for that skylle, is the Chirche 
lb lowe with in the Erthe : and natheles men 
feyn there comounly, that the Errhe hathe 
fo ben cloven, fy the the tyme, that oure Lady 
Was there btiryed: and zit men feyn there, 
that it wexethe and growethe every day, 
with outen dowte. In that Chirche weren 
wont to ben blake Monkes, that hadden hire 
Abbot. And befyde that Chirche, is a Cha- 
pelle, befyde the Roche, that highte Gethe- 
fimanyi and there was oure Lord kyfled of 
"Judas ; and there was he taken of the J ewes ; 
and there laft oure Lord his Difciples, whan 
he wente to preye before his Paffioun, whaji 
he preyed and feyde, 'Pater, fi fieri f>otefl 9 
tr an feat a me Ca/ix ifie : that is to feye ; Fa- 
drey zif it may he> do lete this Chalys go 
fro me. And whan he cam azen to his 
Difciples, he fond hem flepynge. And in the 
Roche, With inrie the Chapelle, zit apperen 
the fyngres of oure Lordes Honcf, ' whan he 
putte hem in tjie Roche, whan the Jewes 
Wolden have taken him. And fro thens a 
Stones call, toward the Southe, is another 
Chapelle, where oure Lord fwette droppes 
of Blood. And there righte nyghe, is the 
Tombe of Kyng Jofaphathe ; of whom the 
Vaie berethe the name. This Jofaphathe 

Ii was 
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was Kyng of that Contree, and was con* 
verted by an Heremyte, that was a worthi 
man, and dide moche gode. And fro thensa 
Bowe drawghte, toward the Southe, is the 
Chirche, where feynt James and Zacharte 
the Prophete weren buryed. And above the 
Vale, is the Mount of Olyvete : and it is 
cleped fo, for the plentee of Olyves, that 
growcn there. That Mount is more highe 
than the Cy tee of Jerufakm is : and ther- 
fore may men, upon that Mount, fee manye 
of the Stretes of the Cytee. And betwenc 
that Mount and the Cytee, is not but the 
Vale of Jofaphathe> that is not fulle large. 
And fro that Mount, fteighe oure Lord Jeju 
Criji to Hevene, upon Aicencioun day : and 
zit there fchewethe the fchapp of his leftFoor, 
in the Ston. And there is a Chirche, where 
was wont to be an Abbot and Chanouns re- 
guleres. And a lytylle thens, 28 Pas, is a 
Chapelle, and there in is the Ston, on the 
whiche oure Lord fat, whan he prechede the 
8 Bleflynges, and feyde thus \ Beatl pauper es 
Spiritu : And there he taughte his Difciples 
the Tater nofter\ and wrote it with his finger 
in a Ston. And there nyghe is a Chirche of 
Seynte Marie Egipcyane\ and there fche 
lytlu in a Tombe. And fro thens toward 

* the 
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the Eft, a 3 Bow fchote, is Bethfagee \ to the 
whiche oure Lord fente feynt "Peter and fey nt 
James, for to feche the Afle; upon "Palme 
Son day, and rode upon that Afle to Jerufa- 
km. And in comynge doun fro the Mount 
of Olyvete, toward the Eft, is a Caftelle, that 
is cleped Bethany e : and there dwelte Symon 
leprous, and there herberwed oure Lord; and 
aftre, he was baptized of the Apoftles, and 
was clept .Julian^ and was made Biflchoppe : 
and this is the fame Julyan* that men clepe 
to for gode Herberghgage ; for oure Lord her- 
berwed with him, in his Hows. And in that 
Hous, oure Lord forzaf Marie Magdaleyne 
hire Synnes ; there fche whaflched his Feet 
with hire Teres, and wyped hem with hire 
Heer. And there ferved fey nt Martha y oure 
Lord. There oure Lord reyfed Lazar, fro 
Dethe to ly ve, that was ded 4dayes and ftank, 
that was brother to Marie Magdaleyne and 
to Martha. And there duelte alfo Marie 
Cleophe. That Caftelle is wef a Myle long 
fro Jerufalem. Alfo in comynge doun fro 
the Mount ofOlyvete, is the place where oure 
Lord wepte upon Jeriifalem. And there be- 
fyde is the place, where oure Lady appered 
to feynt Thomas the Apoftie, aftre hire Af- 
f^mptioun, and zaf him hire Gyrdylle. And 

\ 3 nghR 
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right nyghe is the Ston, where oure Lord of* 
tea tyme fat upon, whan he prechede : and 
upon that famefchalle he fytte, at the day of 
Doom ; righte as him felf feyde. 

Alfo aftre the Mount of O/yvete, is the 
Mount of Galilee : there aflembleden the A- 
potties, whan Marie Magdaleyrie cam, and 
tolde hem of Criftes uprifynge. And there, 
betwene the Mount Qlyvete and the Mount 
Galilee^ is a Chirche, where the Aungel feyde 
to oure Lady, of hire Dethe. Alio fro Be- 
thanye to JericOj was fomtyme a ljtylle Cy- 
tee : but it is now alle deftroyed ; and now 
is there but a litylle Village. That Gytee 
tok JoJue> be myracle of God and cSmande- 
ment of the Aungel, and deftroyed it and 
curfed ir, and alle hem that by lied it azen. 
Of that Citee was Zacheus the Dwerf, that 
clomb up in to the Sycomour Tre, for to fee 
oure Lord ; be caufe he was fa litille> he 
myghte not feen him for the peple. And of 
that Cytee was Raab the comoun WSman^ 
that afcaped allone, with hem of hire lynage; 
and fche often tyme refreffched and fed the 
Meffagercs of Ifrael, and kepte hem from 
manye grete periles of Dethe : and therforfc 
fche hadde gode reward ; as Holy Writt fey the : 
ghti accifit Troghetam in nomine meo, mer* 

cefcm 
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cedem *Prof>het£ accipiet : that is to feyc ; 

He that takethe a ^Prophete in my name, he 

fchalle take mede of the Trophete : and fa 

hadde fche ; for fchc prophecy ed to the Mek 

fegeres, feyenge, Novi quodT)omtnus tradet 

vobis Terrain banc : that is to (eye ; I wot 

wel, that oure Lord fchal betake zou this 

Lond: and fo he dide. And aftre Salomon, 

Kaafones Sone, wedded hire ; and fro that 

tymQ was fche a worthi WSman, and ftrved 

God wel. Alfb from Betanye, gon men to 

flom Jordan, by a Mountayne, and thorghe 

peferr ; and jt is nyghe a Day 4 iorney e fro 

Bethanye, toward the Eft, to a grct hille, 

where oure Lord faded 40 dayes, Upon that 

Hille, the enemy of Helle bare oure Lord, 

and tempted him, and feyde ; ©if nt lapi- 

des ifti fanes fiant : that is to feye ; fey, that 

thelfe Stones be made Loves. In that place* 

upon the hille, was wont to ben a faire 

Chirche ; but it is alle deftroyed, fb that there 

is now but an Hermytage, that a maner of 

Criftene men holden, that ben cleped Georgy- 

ems ; for feynt George converted hem. Up^ 

on that hille, duelte Abraham a gret while ; 

?nd therfore men clepen it, Abrahames Gar- 

dyn. And betwene the Hille and this Gai* 

<lyn, renn^th a lytille Broke of Watre, that 

I 4 was 
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was wont to ben by ttre ; but be the bleflyng 
of Helifee the Prophete, it becam fwete and 
gode to drynke. And at the foot of thi$ 
Hille, toward the Playn, is a gret Welle, that 
entrethe in to Flom Jordan. Fro that Hille, 
tojericoy that I fpak of before, is but a Myle, 
in goynge toward Flom Jordan. Alio as men 
gon to Jerico, fat the biynde man, cryenge, 
Jejkj fit David, mijerere met : that is to 
feye ; Jefu K "Davides fine, have mercy on 
tne : and anon he hadde his fighte. Alfo z 
Myle fro JericOy is Flom Jordan:, and aa 
half myle more nyghe, is a faire Chirche of 
of Seynt John the Baptift ; where he baptifed 
pure Lord : and there befyde, is the Hous o( 
^eremye the Prophete, 
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Cap. IX. 

Of the dede See ; and of the Flom Jor- 
dan. Of the Hed of feynt John the 
l ift j and of the Ufages of the 
Samaritanes. 

AN D fro Jerico, a 3 Myle, is the dcde 
See. Aboute chat See, growethe moche 
Alom and of Alkatran. Betwene Jerito 
and that Sep, is the Lond of T>engadde\ and 
there was wont to growe the Bawme : but 
p men make drawe the braunches there of, 
and here hem to ben grafted at Babiloyne r 
and zit men clepen hem Vy nes of Gaddy. At 
4 Coft of that See, as men gon from Arabe* 
is the Mount of the Moabytes ; where there 
is a Cave, that men clepen Kama. Upon 
that hille, ladde Balak the Sone of B00&, 
Balaam the Preft, for to curfe the Peple of 
Xfrael. That dede See departethe the Lond 
qfTnde and of Arabye: and that See laftethe 
from Sour a unto Arabye. The Watre of that 
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See is fulle by tter and Salt : and zifF the Erthe 
were made moyft and weet with that Watre* 
it wolde nevere bere Fruyt. And the Erthe 
and the Lond chaungeth often his colour. 
And it caftethe out of the Watre, a thing that 
men clepen Afpalt ; alfo gret peces, as the 
gretnefle of an Hors, every day, and on alle 
iydes. And fro Jerufalem to that See, is ioo 
Furlonges. That See is in lengthe 5*80 Fur- 
Ipnges, and in brede 15*0 Furlonges: and it is 
ciept the dede See, for it rennethe nought, 
but is evere unmcyable. And nouther maooe, 
bcft, ne no thing that berethe lif in him, ne 
may not dyen in that See : and that hathe 
ben preved manye tymes, be men that han 
diflerved to ben dede, that han ben'caft there 
inne, and left there inne, 3 dayes or 4, and 
thei ne myghte never dye ther inne : for it 
refceyvethe no thing with inne him, that 
berethe lif And no man may dry nken of the 
Watre, for byttenjeffe. And zif a man cafte 
Iren there in, it wole flete aboven. And zif 
men cafte a Fedre there in, it wole fynke to 
the botme : and theife ben thinges azenft ky nde. 
And alfo the Cy tees there weren loft, be caufe 
of Synnc. And there befyden growen trees* 
that Beren fulle faire Apples, and faire of co- 
lour to b^hplde ; but wjiofo br?k$the hem ©* 

cuttethe 
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cuttethe hem in two, he fchallc fynde with 
in hem Coles and Cypdres ; in tokene that, 
beWratthe of God, the Cy tees and theLond 
weren brente and fonken in to Helle. Sum 
men clepen thiJtt See, the Lake "Dalfetidee ; 
fumme,. the Flom of T>eveles; and stime, 
the Flom that is everilynkynge, \ And in to 
that See, fonken the f Cy tees, be Wratthe of * 
God; that is to fey ne, Sodom> Gomorre^Al- 
dama y Seboym andSegor, for the abhomyna* 
ble fynne of Sodomye, that regned in hem. 
But Segor, be the pr cyer of Lotbe r was faved 
and kept a gret while : for it was fett upon an 
hille ; and zit fchewethe therof fum party, a- 
bove the Watre : and men may fee theWalles, 
when it is fayr Wedre and cleer. In that Cy- 
tee Lothe dwelte, a ly tylle while ; and tbera 
was he made dronken of his Doughtres, and 
lay with hem, and engendred of hem Moah 
zpAAmon. And the caufe whi his Doughtres 
made him dronken, and for to ly by him, 
was this ; becaufe thei fawghc no man aboute 
hem, but only here Fadre : and therfore thei 
trowed, that God had deftroyedalle the World, 
as he badde don the Cy tees ; as he hadde don 
before, be Noes Flood. And therfore thei 
wolde lye with here Fadre, for to have I(fuc x 

§ud foj to replcnylTchcn thc^orfd azen with 
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Pcplc, to rcftorc the World azen be hem : 
for thei trowed, that ther had ben no mo men 
in alle the World. And zif here Fadre had 
not ben dronken, he hadde not y leye with 
hem. And the hills aboven &£&*, men cleped 
it thanne Edam : and aftre men cleped it Seyr, 
and aftre Tdumea. Alfo at the righte fyde 
of that dede See, dwellethe zit the Wife of 
Lothe* in lyknefle of a fait Ston ; for that 
fchee loked behynde hire, whan the Cytees 
fonkenin toHelle. ThisLotbe vtasAraammes 
fone, that was Brother to Abraham. And 
SarraAbrabames Wif> and Melcha Nachors 
Wif, weren Suftren to the feyd Lot he. And 
the lame Sarra was of elde 90 Zeer, whan 
Tfaac hire fone was goten on hire. And A- 
braham hadde another fone Tfmael> that he 
gat upon Agar his Chatnbrere. And whan 
Tfaac his fone was 8 dayes olde, Abraham 
his Fadre leet him ben circumcyded, and 
Tfinael with him, that was 14 Zeer old -a 
wherfore the J ewes that comen of Tfaacces 
lyne, ben circumcyded the 8 Day; and the 
Sarrazines, that comen of TJmaeks lyne, 
ben circumcyded whan thei ben 14 Zeer of 
Age. 

And zee fchulle undirftonde, that with in 
the dede See, rennethe the Flom Jordan, and 

x there 
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there it dyethe : for it rennethe no further- 
more : and that is a place, that is a Myle fro 
the Chirche of feynt John the Baptift* to- 
ward the Weft, a lytille benethe the place, 
where that Criftene men bathen hem co- 
mounly. And a Myle from Flom Jordan* 
is the Ryvere of Jabot he, the whiche Ja- 
cob pafled over, whan he cam fro Me/bpota* 
yme. This Flom Jordan is no gret Ryvere; 
but it is plenteous of gode Fiflche : and it 
cometh out of the hille of Ly ban, be x Welles, 
that ben cleped Jor and *Dan : and of tho 
% Welles hath it the name. And it paflethe 
be a Lake, that is clept Mar on ; and aftre it 
paflethe by the See of Tyberye,. and paflethe 
undre the hilles of Gelboe: and there is a fulle 
faire Vale, bothe on that o fyde and on that 

other of the fame Ryvere. And men gon the 
hilles of Lyban, alle in lengthe, unto the de- 

fert of Thar an. And tho" hilles departen the 

ky ngdom of Surry e and the Contree of The- 

nefie. And upon tho hilles growen Trees of 

Cedre, that ben fulle hye, and thei beren longe 

Apples, and als grete as a mannes heved. And 

alfo this Flom Jordan departeth the Lond of 

Galilee and the Lond of Tdumye and the 

Lond of Betron : and that rennethe undre 

Erthe a gret weye, unto a fay re playn and a 

gret, 
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gret, that is clept Meldan, in Sartnoyz; that 
is to (eye, Feyre or Marketr, in here Langage ; 
be caufe that there is often Feyres in that 
pleyn. And there becomethe the Watre gret 
and large. And that Playn is the Tombe of 
Job. And in that Flom Jordan abovefeyd, 
was oure Lord baptized of feynt John ; and 
the voys of God the Fadre was herd feyenge, 
Hip eft Filius mens dilettus &c. that is to 
fey e ; This is my beloved /one, in the whiche 
I am well pie fed ; herethe hym. And the 
Holy Goft alyghte upon hym, in lyknefle of 
a Colver : and fo at his Baptizynge, was alle 
the hool Trynytec. And thorghe that Flom* 
pafTeden the Children of I/rael, alle drye feet : 
and thei putten Stones there in the myddel 
place, in token e of the Myracle, that the Wa- 
tre withdrowghe him fo. Alfo in that Flom 
Jordan, Naaman of Syrie bathed him ; that 
was fulle riche, but he was mefelle : and there 
anon he toke his hele. Abouten the Flom 
Jordan ben many e Chirches, where that ma* 
nye Criftene men dwelleden. And nyghe 
therto is the Cyteef of Hay, that Jofue aflayl- 
ed and toke. Alfo bezonde the ¥\om Jordan* 
is the Vale of Mambre ; and that is a fulle 
fair Vale, Alfo upon the hille, that I fpak 
of before, where oure Lord failed 40 dayes* 
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a ^ Myle long from Galilee, is a faire hillc 
and aa highc ; where the Enemye, the Fend 
bare oure Lord, the thridde tyme, to tempte 
him, and fchewede him alle the Regiouns of 
the Worlds and fey de, Hec omnia tibi dabo, 
Ji cadens adoraveris me : that is to feyne ; 
Alle this fchalle I zeve the y zif thou falle 
and worjchipe me. 

Alio fro the dede See, to gon Edward out 
of the Marches of the Holy Lond, that is 
clept the Lond of Promyfiioun, is a flrong 
CafleUe and a lair, in an hille, that is clept 
Carak, en Sarmoyz, : that is to feyne, RyaUy. 
That Caftelle let make kyng Baldwyn, (that 
was Kyng of France) whan he had conquer- 
ed that Lond ; and putte it in to Criftene 
mennes hondes, for to kepc that Contr ee. And 
for that caufe, was it clept the Mownt rialle. 
And undre it there is a Town, that hight So- 
bache: arid there alle abowte dwellen Criftene 
men, undre Trybute. Fro thens gon Men to 
Nazarethe, of the whiche oure Lord berethe 
the Surname. And fro thens, there is 3 Jour- 
ney es to Jerufalem : and men gon be the 
Provynce of Galylee, be Ramatha, be So- 
thym and be the highe hille of Effraim ; 
where Elchana and Anna* the Modre of Sa- 
muelle the Prophete, dwelleden. There was 
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born this Prophete : and aftrc his Dethe, h£ 
was buryed at Mount Joye^ as I have feyd 
zou before. And than gon men to Sylo ; 
where the Arke of God with the Relikes 
wefen kept longe tyme, undre Ely the Pfb- 
phete. There made the peple of Ebron Sa- 
crifice to oure Lord : and ther thei zolden up 
here Avowes : and there fpak God firft to 
Samuelle, and fchefred him the mutacioun of 
ordfe of Prefthode, and the taifterie of theSa- 
crement. And right iiyghe, oh the left fyde, 
is Gabaon and Rama and Beniamyn ; of the 
vvhiche Holy Writt ipekethe offe. And aftre 
men gon to Sychem, fumtyme clept Sycbar \ 
and that is in the Provy nee of Samaritanes $. 
and there is a fulle fair Vale and a fru&uoufe, 
and there is a fair Cytee and a gode, that men 
clepen Neople. And from thens is a jorneye 
to Jerufalem. And there is the Welle, where 
oure Lord fpak to the Woman of Samaritan. 
And there was wont to ben a Chirche ; but 
it is beten doun. Befyde that Welle, Kyng 
Roboas let make 2 Calveren of Gold, and 
made hem to ben worfchipr, and put that on 
at 1)an, and that other at Betelle. And a 
Myle fro Sycbar, is the Cytee of 'Deluze. 
And in that Cyree dwelte Abrahav^ a cer- 
teyn tyme. Sychem is a 10 Myle fro jfru* 

. falem 
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faiem> and it is clept i\fr0/>& ; that is for to 
Jeyne; the ncwe Cytee. And nyghe befy de 
is the Tombe oijofephe the Sone of Jacob* 
that governed Egypt : for, the Jewes baren 
Kis Bones from Egypt , and buryed hem there. 
And thidre gon the Jewes ofteqtyme in Pil- 
grimage, with gret Devocioun. In that Cytee 
was Dyne Jacobes Doughter ravyflcht ; for 
whom hire Bretheren flowen many perfones, 
and diden many harmes to the Cytee. And 
there befy de, is the hille of Garafoun^ where 
the Sdmaritanes maken here Sacrifice : in that 
hille wolde Abraham have facrificed his Sone 
Tfaac* And there befyde is the Vale of 2)0- 
taym : and there is the Cifterrie, where Jo- 
fephe was caft ip of his Bretheren, which thei 
folden ; and that is a % Myle fro Sychar. 
From thens gon men to Samarye, that men 
clepen now Sebaji; and that- is the chief Cy- 
tee of that Contree ; and it fytj betwene the 
hille of Aygne j, as Jerufalem do the. In that. 
Cytee was the fyttinges of the i% Tribes of 
ljrael: but the Cytee is not now lb grer* 
as it was wont, to be. There was buryed 
feynt John the Baptift, betwene 2 Prophetess 
He ly feus and Abdyan : but he was beheded 
in the Qaftelle ofMacharyme, befy de the dede 
See ; and affte he was tranflated of his Dik 
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riples, and buryed at Samarie : and there let 
Julianas Apojlata dyggen him up, and let 
brennen his Bones ; (for he was that tyim? 
Empercrar) and let wyndwe the Aske3 in the 
Wynd. " But the Fynger, that fchewed oure 
Lord, feyengc, Ecce Agnus 'Dei : that is to 
feyne ; La the Lamb ofG&d: that nolde ne- 
vere brenne, but is alle hoi : that Fynger lect 
fcyntfe Tecle the holy Virgyne be boi a in to 
the hille of Sebajl ; and there maken men 
gret fefte. In that place was wont to ben a 
fairChirche; acid many othere there weren; 
but thei tfen alle beten doun. There was 
wont to ben the heed of feynt John Baptift, 
enclofed in the Walk: but the Emperoti* 
Tbeodofie let drawe it out, and fond it wrap- 
ped in a litiile Clothe, alle blody ; and Co he 
leet it to be born to Qoftantynoble : and zit at 
Coftantynoble is the hyndre partye of the 
Heed : and the for partte of the Heed, til 
undre theChyn, is at Rome, undre the Chircne 
of feynt Silveftre* where ben <i Nonnes of an 
hundred Ordres : and it is zit alle broylly* 
as thought it were half brent : for the Empe- 
rour Julianus abovefeyd, of his curfedneffe 
and malice, let brennen that partie with the 

other bones ; and zit it fchewcthe : and this 
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thing hatHe ben prevedi both be Popes and 
by Emperours. And the Jowes benethe, that 
holden to the Chyn, and a partie of the Aflches* 
and the Platere, that the Hed was leyd in* 
whan it was ftny ten o£ is at Gene : and the 
(jeneweyes maken of it gret Fefte ; and fb 
don the Sarazynes alfb. And ium men feyo, 
that the Heed of feynt John is 'at Amyas > in 
Vicar dye : and other /men feyn, that it is the 
Heed of feynt John theByflchop. I wot nere, 
but God knowethe i but in what wyfe than 
men worfchipen it, theblefled feynt John holt 
him a payd. 

From this Cytee of Sebaft unto Jertifalem* 
is 1.2 M yle. And betwene the Hilles of that 
Contree, there is a Welle, that 4 Sithes in 
the Zeer chaiingethe his Colour ; fomtymd 
grene, fomtyme reed, fbmtyme deer, and 
fbmtyme trouble : and men clepen that Welle 
Job. And the folk of that Contree, that men 
clepen Samaritanes, weren converted and bap- 
tized by the Apoftles : but thei holden not 
Wei here Dodfcy ne ; and alle wey s thei hold<sn 
Lawes by hem (elf, varyenge from Criflene 
inen, from Sarrazives, J ewes and Taynemes. 
And the Samaritanes leeven well in o God : 
and thei feyn wel, that there is but only o 
God* that alle formed, and alle fchalle deme : 
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and thei holden the Bible aftre the Lettre : and 
thei ufen the c Pfawtere y as the Jewes dbri : 
and thei feyn, that thei ben the righte Sones 
of God: and among alle other folk, thei feyn 
that thei ben beft beloved of God ; and that 
to hem belongethe the Heritage, that God be- 
highte to hife beloved Children : and thei han 
alio dyverfe Clothinge and Schapp, to loken 
on, than other folk han ; for thei wrappen 
here Hedes in red Linnene Clothe, in diffe- 
fence fro othere. And the Sarazines wrap- 
pen here Hedes in white lynnene Clothe. And 
the Criftene men, that duellen in the Contree, 
wrappen hem in blew oiTnde ; and the J ewes 
in zelow Clothe. In that Contree duellen 
manye of the Jewes, paycnge Tribute, as 
Criftene men don. And zif zee wil knowe 
the Lettres, that the Jewes ufen, thei ben 
fuche ; and the names bed, as thei cleperi hem, 
writen aboven, in manere of here A. B. C. 
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Cap. X. 

Of the Province 0/ Galilee, and where 
Antecrtfl f challe be born. Of Na- 
zarethe. Of the Age of oure Lady. 
Of the Day of Doom $ and of the 
Cuflomes of Jacobites, Surryenesj 
and of the Ufages 0/Georgyenes. 

FROM this Contree of the Samaritanes, 
that I have fpoken of before, gon men 
to the Play nes of Galilee. And men leven the 
hilles,on thato party e. And Galilee \s on of the 
Pro vynces of the Holy Lond : and in that Pro- 
yynce is the Cy tee of Naym and Capharnaum 
and Chorofaym and Beth/ayde.ln thisBeth/eyde 
was feynt Tetre and feynt Andrew born. 
And thens, a 4 Myle, is Chorofaym : and y Myle 
fro Chorofaym, is the Cy tee of Cedar, where 
of the Tfautre fpekethe : Et habit avi cum 
habitantibus Cedar : that is for to feye ; An4 
I have dwelled with the dwellynge men in 
Cedar. In Chorofaym fchalle Antecrtfl be 
born, as fam men feyn ; and other men feyn, 
he fchalle be born in Babyloyne : for the Prp- 
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phetc feyth; 7)e Babilonia Coluber exiet^ 
qui tot urn mundum devorabit : that is to fey ne ; 
Out of Babiloyne fchal come a Worm* that 
fchal devour e alle the tVofld. This Ante- 
crift fchal be noryffcht in Betb/ayda 9 and he 
fchalle regne in Capharnaum: and therfore 
fey the Holy Writt ; Ve tibi, Chorafaym : ve 
tibi, Beth fay da : ve tibi, Capharnautn : that 
is to feye ; Wo be to tbe\> Chorofaym : wo to 
the j Bethfay da : wo to the, Capharnaum. And 
alle theile Townes ben in the Lond of Gali- 
lee. And alfo, the Cane of Galilee is 4 Myle 
fro Nazarethe : of that Cy tee was Sywon 
Chananeus, and his Wif Cance ; of the whiche 
the Holy Evaungelift fpekethe off; there dide 
oure Lord the firfte Myracle at the Wedyng, 
whan he turned Watre in to Wyn. And in 
the ende of Galilee y at the hilles, was the 
Arke of God taken ; and on that other fyde 
is the Mownt Hendor or Hermon. And there 
aboute gothe the Broke of Cifon : and there 
befyde, Barache^ that was Abymeleche Sone, 
with 'Delbore the ProphetifTe, overcam the 
Oojl of Tdumea* whan Cyfera the Kyng was 
flayn of r Gebelle, the. Wif of Aber 5 and 
chaced bezonde the Y\omjordan* be Strengthe 
of Sword, Zeb and Zebee and Salmana ; and 

r Jael, the Wife of Hebcr. 
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there be flowghe hem. AHb a 5 Myle fro 
Nptm> is the Cy tee of Jezreel> that fomtyme 
was clept Ztfrym v of the whicheCytee Jexa- 
Se/ the cutfed Queen was Lady and Queen, 
that toke awey the Vyne ofNafaotbe, be hire 
Strengthc. Fade by that Cytee, is the Feld 
Magede* in the whiche the Kyng Joras was 
flayn of the Kyng of Samarie, and aftre was 
tranflated and buryed in the Mount Syori. 
And a Myle fro Jezrael, ben the Hilles of 
Gel&oe, where Saul and Jonathas that wereii 
fbfaire, dyeden: wherfore 2Xw/V/ curled hem, 
as Holy Wry tt fey the ; Monte s Gelboe, nee Res 
necTluvia&c. that is to fey e; ZeeHiUescf 
Gelboe* nouther Dew neReyn com upon zou. 
And a Myle fro the Hilles of G*/fop,toward the 
Eft, is the Cytee of CyroJ>le y that was clept 
before Beth fay m. And upon the Walks of that 
Cytee, was the Hed of Saul hooged. 

Aftre gon men be the hille, befyde the 
Pleynes of Galylee, unto Nazartthe, where 
was wont to ben a gret Cytee and a fair: but 
now there is not, but a lytille Village, and 
Houfes a brood here and f here. And it is 
not wailed ; and it fy tt in a litille Valeye, and 
there ben Hilles alle aboute. There was oure 
Lady born : but fche w^s goten at Jerujale* 
And be caufe that oure Ls*dy w$s bora at Na* 
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parethe, therfore bare oure Lord his Surn$m$ 
of that Town. There toke Jofefbe our Lady 
tp Wyf, whan fcjie was 14 Zeerc of Age : . 
and there Gabr telle grette our Lady, feyengc, 
4ve gratia plena* Dotninus tecum : that i£ 
to fcyne; Heylfulle of Grace* oure Lord is 
with the. And this Salutacioun was don in 
a place of a gret Awteer of a faire Chirche, 
that was wont to be fomtyme: but it is now 
alle downe : and men Jian made a litylle Ret 
C ey t, befyde a Pylere of that Chirche, for to 
refceyve the Offiynges of Pilgrymes. And 
the Sarrazines kepen that plaice fulje derely, 
for the profy te that thei han there offe : and 
thei ben fulle wykked Sarrazines and cruelle, 
and more difpytous than in ony other place, 
and han deflroyed alle the Chirches. There! 
nyghe is Gabrielles Welle, where oure Lord 
was wont to bathe him, whan he was zong: 
and fro that Welle bare he Watre often tyme, 
to his Modre : and in that Welle fche woflche 
often tyine the Clowtes of hire Sone Jefk 
Criji. And fro Jerufalem unto thidre, is«3 
Journeyes. At Nazarethe was oure Lord 
noriflcht. Nazarethe is als meche to (eye, 
as Flour of the Gardyn : and be gode skyHe 
. may it ben clept Flour ; for there was noriflcht 
fhe Elqur of Lyf, that was Criji Jzfu. And 2, 
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Myle fro Nazaretbe, is the Cytee of Sephor, 
be the Weye, that gothe fro Nazerethe to 
Aeon. And an half Myle fro Nazarethe % is 
fhe Lepe of oure Lord : for the J ewes lad- 
den him upon an highe Roche, for to make 
him lepe doun, and have flayn him : but Jefit 
parted amonges hem, and lepte upon another 
Roche ; and zit ben the Steppes of his Feet 
fene in the Roche, where he allyghte. And 
therfore feyn fum men, whan thei dreden hem 
of Thefts, on ony Weye, or of Enemyes ; 
Jefus autetn tranjiens per medium illvru 
ibat : that is to feyne; Jefus for fbthe paf- 
Jynge be the myddes of hem^ he. went e : in 
tokene and mynde, that oure Lord patted 
thorghe out the J ewes Crueltee, and fcaped 
fafly fro hem ; fo furely mowe men paflen 
the perile of Thefes. And than fey Men % 
Yers qf the *Pfautrey 3 Sithes : Irruatfuper 
eos formido & pavor, in magnitudine Bra- 
chit tui, 'Domine. Fiant inmobiles> quafi 
Lapis ^ donee pertranfeat populus tuus, Do- 
mine ; donee pertranfeat populus tuus ifie 9 
quern pojfedifii. And thanne may men pafle 
with outen perile. And zee fchulle undir- 
ftonde, that oqre Lady hadde Child, whan 
fche was 1 $ Zeere old : and fche was conver- 
sant with hire Sone 33 Zeer and 3 Monethes. 

And 
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And afrre the Paflioun of ourc Lord, fche 
lyvcde 24 Zeer, 

- Alio fro Nazareth*, men gon to the Mount 
Thabor ; tpd that is a 4 Myle : /and it is a 
folk faire Hille, and well highe, where was 
wont to ben a Toun and many Chirches; 
hut thei beo alle deftroyed ; bat zit there is 
a place, that men clepen the Scole of God, 
where he was wont to teche his Difciples, 
and tolde hem the Prevytees of Hevene. And 
at the foot of that Hille, Melchifedecbe, that 
was Kyng of Salem, in the turnynge of that 
Hille, mettc Abraham in comynge azen from 
the Bataylle, whan he had flayn Abymeleche : 
and this Melchifedeche was bothe Kyng and 
Preft of Salem, that now is cleped Jerusalem. 
In that Hille Thabor, oure Lord transfigured 
him before feynt Tetre, feynt John and feynt 
Jame ; and there thei fawghe goftly, Moyfes 
and Elye the Prophetes befyde hem : and 
therfore feyde feynt Tetre, *Domine, bonttm 
eft not hie ejfe ; faciamus tria Tabernacula ; 
that is to feye; Lorde,it is gode for us to. 
ben here ; make we here 3 dwellyng places. , 
And there herd thei a Voys of the Fadir, that 
feye, Hie eft filius meus dileftus, in quo mihi 
fane complacui. And oure Lord defended 
hem, that thei fcholde not telle that Avifioun, 
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til that he were ryfen from Dethe to Lyf. In 
that Hille and in that fame place, at the day 
of Doom, 4 Aungeles, with 4Trorapes, fchnllc 
blowen and reyfen alle men, that haddeo fuf- 
fred Dethe, fithe that the World .was formed, 
from Dethe to Lyve ; and fchulle cornea in. 
Body and Soule in Juggement; before the 
face of oure Lord, in the Vale of Jofaphathe. 
And the Doom fchalle ben on Efire Day, 
fuche tyme as oure Lord aroos : and theDom 
fchalle begynne, fuche houre as oure Lord 
defcended to Helle and difpoyled it : for at 
fuche Houre fchal he difpoyle the World, and 
lede his chofene to Blifle; and the othere 
fchalle be condempne to perpetuelle Peynes; 
and thanne fchalle every man have aftir his, 
diflerr, outher Gode or Evylle ; but zif the 
Mercy of God pafle his Rightewifnefle. 

Alfo a Myle from Mount Thabor* is the 
Mount Heremon ; and there was the Cytee of 
Naym. Before the Zate of that Cytee, reyfed 
oure Lord the Wydewes f<?ne, that had no 
mo Children- Alfo 3 Myle fro Nazarethe, 
is the Caftelle Saffra ; of the whiche, the 
Sones of Zebedee and the Sones of Atyhee 
weren. Alfo a 7 Myle fro Nazarethe, is the 
Mount Kayn ; and uridre that is a Welle, and 
befyde that Welle, Lameche Noees Fadre 
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ftoughe Kaym with an Arwe. For this Kaym 
wente thorghe Breres and Busfhes, as a wylde 
Bell ; and he had lyved fro the tyme of A- 
dam his Fadir, unto the tyme oiNoe ; and fb 
he ly vede nyghe to 2000 Zeer. And this La- 
meche was alle blynd for elde. 

Fro Saffra, men gothe to the See of Ga- 
lylee and to the Cytee of Tyberye, that fytt 
upon the fame See. And alle be it, that men 
clepen it a See, zit is it nouther See ne Arm 
of the See : for it is but a Stank of frefche 
Watir, that is in lengthe 100 Furlonges; and 
of brede 40 Furlonges ; and hathe with in him 
gret plentee of gode FifTche, and rennethe in 
to Flom Jordan. The Cytee is not fulle gret> 
but it hathe gode Bathes with in him. And 
there, as the ¥lom Jordan partethe fro the 
See of Galilee, is a gret Brigge, where men 
paflen from the Lond of Tromyjfioun, to the. 
Lond of Baazan and the Lond of GerrafentZy 
that ben about the Flom Jordan, and the be- 
gynnynge of the See of Tyberie. And fro 
rhens may men go to 'Damask, in 3 dayes, 
be the Kyngdom of Traconye ; the whiche 
Kyngdom laftethe fro Mount Heremon to the 
See of Galilee, or to the See of Tyberie, or 
to the See of Jdnazarethe;- and alle is o See, 
and this the Stank that I have told zou; but 
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it chaungethe thqs the name> for the names 
of the Cytees that fytten befyde hem. Upon 
that See, went oure Lord drye feet ; and there 
he toke up feynt Tetir, when he began to 
drenche with in the See, and feyde to him, 
Modice Fidei, quare dubitafti? And aftre 
his Refurrexioun, oure Lord appered on that 
See, to his Difciples, and "bad hem fyflche, 
and filled alle the Nett fulle of gret Fisflies. 
In that See, rowed oure Lord often tyme ; 
and there he called to hym, feynt Tetir> feynt K 
Andrew j feynt James and feynt John, the 
Sones, of Zebedee. In that Cy tee of Tyberie, 
is the Table, upon the whiche oure Lord eete 
upoti*, with his Difciples, aftre his Refurrexi- 
oun ; and thei knewen him in brekynge of 
Bred, as the Gofpelle fey the ; Et cognoverunt 
eum in fraBione Tunis. And nyghe that 
Cytee of Tyberie, is the Hille, where oure 
Lord fedde 5 thoufand Perlbnes, with $ barly 
Loves and 2 Fisflies. In that Cytee, a man 
caft an brennynge Dart in wratthe aftir oure 
Lord, and the Hed fmot in to the Eerthe, and 
wax grene, and it growed to a gret Tree ; and 
zit it growethe, and the Bark there of is alle 
lyk Coles. Alfo in the Hed of that See of 
Galilee, toward the Septemtryon, is a ftrong 
Caftelle and an highe, that highte Saj>hor : 

and 
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3ttd fift befyde it, IsCafharnaum : withintke? 
Lend of ^Promyjfwnn^ is not fb ftrong a Ca- 
ltelle: andthereisagodeTounbenethe, that 
is depr alio Saphor. In that Caftel, fcynt 
u4##** oure Ladycs Modre was born. And 
there benethe was Cetituribes Hotis. That 
Contree is clept the Galilee of 8 Folk, that 
wercn taken to Tribute of Sabulon^ and of 
Neptalym. And in azen comynge fro that 
Caftelle, a 30 Myle, is the Cytce oi'Dan, 
that fomtyme was clept Belynas y or Ce- 
/aire Thtlipptm^ that fy tt at the foot of the 
Mount oiLyban^ where the Flom Jordan be- 
gynnethe. There begynnethe the Lond of 
Tromyjffiouth aad durethe unto Berfabee, in 
lengths in goynge toward the Northe in to 
the Soothe 5 and it conteynethe well a 180 
My les : and of brede, that is to feye, fro Je- 
richo unto Jaffe, and that conteynethe a 40 
Myle otLotnbardye, or of oure Contree, that 
ben alfo ly tylle My les. Theife ben not My les 
oiGa/cqyne^ ne of the Pro vy nee ofAlmaynei 
where ben gret Myles. And wite zee welle, 
that the Xond of Trotny/fioun is in Sirye. For 
the Reme of Syrie durethe fro the Defertes 
ofArabye, unto Cecyle> and that is Ermonye 
the grete, that is to ieyne, fro the Southe to 

f Gentiles. 
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'the Nowhe: and fro the Eft to the Weft, \t 
dorethe fro the grete Defertes oiArabye unto 
the Weft See. But in that Heme of Syrie> 
is the Kyagdom of Judee, and many other 
Provynces, as Taleftyne, Galilee, litylle C/- 
iicfe, and many othcre. In that Contree and 
other Contrees bezonde, thei han a Cuftom, 
whan thei fchulle ufen Werre, and whan men 
holden Sege abouten Cytee or Caftelle, and 
thei with innen dor not ienden out Meflagers 
with Lettres, fr6 Lord to Lord, for to aske 
Sokour, thei maken here Letters andbynden 
hem to the Nckke of a Colver, and leten the 
Colver flee ; and the Col veren ben fo taughte, 
that thei fleen with tho Lettres to the verry 
place, that men wolde fende hem to. For the 
Colveres ben noryflcht in tho Places, where 
thei ben fent to ; and thei fenden hem thus, 
for to beren here Lettres. And the Colveres 
retournen azen, where as thei ben noriflcht ; 
and fo thei don comounly. 

And zee fchulle undtrftonde, that amonges 
the Sar az>ines> o part and other, duellen ma- 
ny Criftene men, of many maneres *nd dy- 
verfe names ; and alle ben baptized, and han 
dy verfe Lalwes and dyverfe Cuftomes : but * 
alle beleven in God the Fadir and the Sone 
and the Holy Goft; but alle weys faylc thei, 
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in s6me Articles of ourc Fey the. Some df 
theife ben clept Jacobytes : for feynt Jatne 
converted hem, and feynt John baptized hem. 
They feyn, that a Man fchal maken his Con- 
fefiioun only to God, and not to a Man : for 
only to him, fcholde man zelden him gylty. 
of alle, that he hathe mys don. Ne God or- 
deyned not, ne never devyfed, ne the Pro- 
phete nouther, that a man fcholde fchryven 
him to another, (as thei feyn) but only to 
God : as Moyfes writethe in the Bible, and as 
tDavid feythe in the TJawtre Boke ; Confite- 
bor tibi, "Domine, in toto Corde meo : and, 
<DeliBum meum tibi cognitum feci : And, 
JDeus mens es tu, & confitebor tibi : And, 
Quoniam cogitatio hominis confitebitur ti- 
bi: &c. For thei knowen alle the Bible, and 
and the Tfautere : and therfore allegge thei 
lb the Lettre : but thei aileggen not the Au&o- 
ritees thus in Latyn, but in here Langage, 
fulle appertely ; and feyn wel, that *David 
and othere Prophetes feyn it. Natheles feyn| 
Auftyn and feynt Gregory feyn thus : Augujti- 
nus; gjtei feeler a fua cogitate & corner fus 
fueritj veniam fibi credat. Gregorius ; *Do- 
minus potius mentem quam verba refpicit. 
And feynt Hillary feythe ; Longoru tempo* 
rum criming in ittu Oculifereunt, Ji Cordis 

6 natd 
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UOtafueritcQmfunEiio. AndforfucheAu&o* 
titles, thd feyn, that only to God fchalie a 
manknouleche hisDefautes* zeldynge him feif 
gylty> and cryenge him mercy, and beho- 
tynge to him to amende him fel£ And ther* 
fore whan thd wil fchryven hem, thei takeft 
Fy remand lecte it fcefyde hem, and caftan there- 
in Poudrc of Frank encens ; and in the Smoke 
therof, ihei fchryven hein to God* and cry en 
him mercy. Btit Sothe it is* that this Con- 
feflioun was firft and kyndety : but fcynt Te~ 
tre the Apoftle, and thei that camen aftre 
him, han ordeynd to make here Confeffiouii 
to man ; and be gode Reform : for thei per- 
cey veden wel, that no Syknefie was curable* 
by gode Medycyne to leye therto, but zif 
men knewen the nature of the Maladye. And 
alio no man may zeven covenable Medicy iie* 
but zif he knowe thfe qualitee of the Dede, 
For o Synne may be grettere in o man than in 
another, and in o place and in o tyme than in 
another : and therfore it behovethe him, that 
he knowe the kynde of the Dede, and there- 
upon to zeven him Penance. 

There ben ochere, that ben clept SurieHes < 
*n^ thei holden the Beleeve amonges us, and 
of h-m of Grece. And thei ufen alle Berdes, 
a* :nzu of Grec*don ; and thei make the Sa- 
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crement of therf Bred : and in here Langage* 
thei den Lettres of Sarrazines ; but aftre 
the Mifterie of Holy Chirche, thei ufen Let* 
tres of Grece : and thei maken here Confefiiott* 
right as the Jacobytes don. 

There ben othere, that men clepen Georgy* 
enesi that feynt George converted ; and hiffl 
thei worfchipen* more than ony other Seynt; 
and to him thei cryen for help: and thei 
camen out of the Reme of George. Theife 
Folk ufen Crounes fchaven. The Clerkes ban 
rounde Crounes, and the lewed men han 
Crownes alle fquare : and thei holden Criftene 
Lawe, as don theiofGra*; of whom I have 
ipoken of before. 

Othere there ben, that men clepen Criftene 
men of Gyrdynge : for thei ben alle gyrt abo- 
ven. And ther ben othere* that men clepen 
Nefioryenes% andfummedrryenes, stime.Afo- 
byenes, sUme of Grees^ slime of Tnde, and 
stlme of Trejlre JobnesLoxid. And alle theife 
han manye Articles of oure Feythe, and to 
othere thei ben varyaunt. And of here varn 
ance, were to longe to telle ; and fo I wil leve* 
as for the tyme, with outen more fpekynge 
of hem. 
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Cap. XL 

• • » - 

0/j?j&* Cytee of Damafce. Of 3 Weyei 
to jerufalem $ 0/* be Londe and be 
See ; another more be Londe than b& 
See -, and the thridde JVeye to Jertt* 
falem, alle be Londe. . 

NOW aftre that I have told zou funrpaN 
tye of Folk, in the Contrees before) 
now wille I turnen azen to my Weye, for to 
turnen azen to this half. Thanne whofb wil 

# 

go fro the Lond of Galilee, of that that I have 
ipoke, *• for to come azen on this halfy men 
comen azen be T^atnafce* that is a fiille fayre 
Cytee* and fulle noble, and ftille of alle Mer* 
thandifesj and a 3 journeyes lopg fro the See* 
and a f Journeyes fro Jerufalem. But upon 
Camaylles* Mules, Hors* Dromedaries and o* 
their Beftes, men caryen hereMarfchandife thi* 
dre : and thidre comethe Marchauntes with 
Marchandife be See* from'Tndee 9 Terfee* 
Caldee y Ermonye> and of many e o there Kyng- 
domes. This Cytee founded Helizeus c Da- 
ma/cus, that .was Zoman and Defpenfer of 

L t Abraham* 
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Abraham <> before that TJaac was born: for 
he thoughte for to have ben Abrahames Heir : 
and he named the Toun aftre his Surname 
^amafce. And in that place* where -D*- 
mafe was founded, Kaym floughe Abel his 
Brother- And befyde ^Damafc is the Mqunt 
Seyr* In that Cytee oi c Datnafte, ther is ^ret 
plentee of Welles : and with in the Cytee and 
withoute, ben many fayre Gardynes, and of 
dyverfe frutes. Non other Cytee is not lyche 
in comparifbun to it, of faire Gardynes, and 
of faire DefporteS, The Cytee is gret and 
ffalle of Peple, and wel walled wkh double 
Walles* And there ben manye Phificyens, 
And feint Tout him felf was there a Phificy en* 
for to kepen mennes Bodies in hele, before ha 
Was converted ; and aftre that, he was Phifi* 
cien of Soules. And feynt Luke the Evaun- 
gelift was Difciple of feynt Toul, for to lerotf 
Phifik ; and many othere. For feynt Tout 
held thanne Scole of Phifik. And neere be- 
fyde Dama/ce, was he converted : and aftr€ 
his Converfioun, he duelte in that Cytee 3 
Dayes, with outen fight, and with outen Mete 
or Drinke. And in tho 3 Dayes he was te- 
viflcht to Hevene, and there he faughe many 
prevytees of oure Lord. And fafte befyde 
*Damafce, is the Cafleile of Arkes* that is 

bothe 
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bothe fair and ftrong. From 'Damafce, mea 
comen azen, be oure Lady of Sardenak> that 
is a 5 Myle on this half "Damafce ; and it is 
fytt upon a Roche, and it is a fulle faire place, 
and it femethe a Caftelle ; for there was wont 
to ben a Caftelle : but it is now a fulle faire 
Chirche. And there with inne, ben Monkes 
and Nonnes Criftene. And ther is a Vowt, 
undre the Chirche, where that Criftene mea 
duellen alfo: and thei ban many godeVynes. 
And in the Chirche, behynde the highe Aw- 
tere, in the Walle, is a Table of black Wode, 
on the whiche fbmtyme was depeynted an Y- 
mage of oure Lady, that turnethe into Flefche ; 
but now the Ymagc fchewethe but litille : 
• but evermore thorewe the grace of God, that 
Table droppeth as hyt Were of Oly ve. And 
there is a Veflel of Marbre, undre the Table, 
to refleyve theOyle,thare of thay yeven unto 
Pylgrymes : for it heleth of many Sykenefles. 
And he that kepeth it clanly , a yere, aftre that 
yere, hyt turneth yn to Flefche and Bloode. 

By twyne the Cytee of Tiarke and thcCy- 
tee of Rapbane, ys aRy vere, that men clepen 
Sabatorye. For on the Saturday* hyt ren- 
peth fafte j and aUe the Wooke elles, hyt 

* Three leaves being loft in Ae Cotton MS. are tranfcribM 
from E, \. 
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ftondeth fly lie, and renneth nouzt or fytel. 
And thare ys a nother Ry vere, that upon the 
nyzt frefeth wondur fafte ; and uppon the* 
day, ys noon Froft fene.. And fo gon men 
by a Cytec, that men clepen Beruche. And 
thare men gon un to the See, that fchal goon* 
un to Cyfre. And thay ary ve at Torte de 
Sure or of Tyrye ; and thanne un to Cypre. 
Or clles men mowen gon from the Porte of 
Tyrye ryzt welle^ and com not yn to Cyfre ; 
and ary vc at fom Haven of Grece : and thanne 
comen men un to thus Countrees, by weyes, 
that I hjive fpoken of by fore. " • • ' 

Now have I tolde you of Wayes, by thp 
whychemen gon ferreft and longeft ; las by 
Baby loy tie and Mounte Synay and other places 
many, . thorewe the whyche Londes, men 
turne ay en to the Lande of Tromyjfyoun. 
Now wul y telle the ryzt Way to Jerufa- 
lent. For fom men wyl nouzt pafle hy t, fom 
for thay have nouzt Defpence of hem, for 
they have noon Companye, and other many 
Caufes refonables. And thare fore I telle yow 
fchorttely, how a man may goon with lytel 
collage and fchortte tyme. A man that cornet^ 
from the Londes of the Wefte, he gothe tho- 
rewe Frau*ce y Borgtyne and Lumbar dye, aod 
;o Venys ap(J tp Qeen> o% %o fom ptber H*t 
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vene of the Marches, and taketh a Schyppc 
thare, and gon by See to the Ifle of u Gryffle ; 
and fo aryveth hem yn Grece or in Port My- 
roc he or Valon or ^Durasy or at fom other 
Havene, and gon to Londe, for to rede hem ; 
and gon ay en ta the See, and ary ves in Cyfre ; 
and cometh nouzt yn the He of Roodes ; and 
aryves at Famegofte y that ys the chefe Ha- 
vene of Cyfre^ot elles at Lamatoun. And thenne 
-entreth yn to the Sdhyp ay en, and by fyde the 
Havene of Tyre, and come nouzt to Lande; 
and fo pafleth he by alle the Havens of that 
Cooft, un til he come to Jaffe> that ys the 
neyeft Haven unto Jerufalepi: for hit is 
feven and twenty Myle, And from Jaffk 9 
men goon to the Cycee ofRames: and that 
ys but fytel themie, and hy t ys a fayre Cy tee. 
£nd by fyde Rames, ys a fayre Churche pf 
pqre Lady, whare oure Lord fchewede hym 
to oure Lady, in thys lykenefle, that be 
tokeneth the Trynyte. And thare faft by, 
ys a Churche of feynt George, whare that 
|iys Heed was fmyten of. And thanne un to 
the Cartel Emms ; and thanne un to Mounte 
Joye : and from thenne, Pyigrymes mowea 
fyrfte fe un to Jerusalem. JVnd thanne un to 
fylount Mqdeyn ; and thanne unto Jerufafem* 
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And at the Mount Modeyn, lythc theProphete 
Machabee. >nd overe Ram at ha, ys the Town 
of * ^Douke ; where oiAtnos th^ goude Pro-» 
phete was. 

A nother Way. For alfe moche as many 
men ne may not fuffre the Savour of the See, 
but hadden lever to gon by Londe, y they that 
hyt be more payne ;• a man fchal ibo goon un 
to on of the Havenes of Lumbar dye* als Ve- 
nys or an other : and he fchal pafTe yn to. 
Qrece* thorwe Port Moroche % or an other, 
and fo he fchal gon un to Conftantyttople. And 
he fchal Jb pafle the Wature, that ys cleped 
the Brace of feynt George^ that ys an Arm 
ef the See. And fro thens he fchal come un 
to 'Pukveralle \ and fythen un to the Caftelle 
of Cynople. And from thens fchal he gon un 
to Cafadeje, that ys a grete Countree, whare 
that ben many grete Hylles. And he fchal 
gon thorewe Turkye, and unto the Cytee of 
Nyke> the why che they wonne from the Em- 
peroure of Confianiynop/e. And hyt ys a fayrc 
Cytee, and Wounder wel walled : and thare 
ys a Ryvere, that men clepen the Laye: and 
thare men goon by the Alpes pf z Aryofwy* 
nant, and by the Valez of MallebryneZy and 
tke the Yals of Ernax ; and fo uu to-Ahh 

* Teuke, L. cr F. Tekoa, Amos I. i. * Though. 
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thyoche the lefTe^ that fy tteth • on the Rychay. 
And there aboute ben many gbude Hy lies and 
fay re, and many fayre Woodes, and eke wylde 
Beeftes. 

And he that wylje goon by an other way, 
he mote goon by the Playnes of Romayne, 
eoftynge the *Qomayne See. Uppon that Coft, 
ys a woundur fayre Caftelle, that men elepea 
pkrathe. And whanne that a man ys oute 
of that ylke Hylles, men paffen thenne tho- 
yewe a Cytee, that ys called Maryoche and 
Arteyje r whare that ys a gtete Brygge uppon 
the Ryvere of Feme v that men clepen b Paf 
far: and hyt ys a grete Ryvere, berynge 
Schyppes. And by fyde the Cytee of 'Damas, 
ys a Ryvere that cometh from the Moun- 
teyne o(Lybane> that men hyt calico A lb ant. 
Atte paflynge of thy s Ryvere, feyntEuftacbc 
Iofte hys two Sones, whanne that he haddc 
loft hys Wyffe. . And yt gooth thorewe the; 
Wayne of Arthadoe\ and fo un to the Reed 
3See, And Co men moten^goon un to. the Cy- 
tee of Thenne, and fo un to the Cytee of 
Feme. And \$ntyoche ys a fui fayre Cytee 
and wel walled. For hyt ys two Myle longe, 
pnd eche Pylere of the Brygge thare ys a goud 
t Toure. And thys ys the beeucytQ? c*f thekyng- 

• Super fiuvmm Re clay, L. & £• 
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flom of Surrye. And from Aniyoche, men mo tea 
lb forth goon un to the Cy tee oiLacuthe ; and 
thanne un to Geble ; and thanne un tyl Tour* 
tous : and thare by ys the Lande of Carnbre, 
whare that ys a ftronge* Caftel|e, that meq 
clepen Maubeke. And from Tourtoufe men 
goon un to Thryjtle, uppon the See. And 
uppon the See, iqen goon unto *Dacres ; and 
thare ben two Weyes un to Jerufakm : Up- 
pon the ly fte way, men goon fyrft un to *Dor 
mas, by Flome Jordane : uppon the ryzt 
fyde, men goon thorewe the Lande of Ffa- 
gam, and fb un to the Cy tee of Cay f has ; of 
the whiche Cay f has was Lord : and fom clep- 
€th liyt the Caftelle *Pellerynez : And from 
thens ys foure dayes Journeys un to Jeru- 
falem: And they goon thorewe Cefarye Thy- 
fypputn and Jajfe and Ramys and Emaux, and 
To unto Jerufalem. 

Now have I told yow fom of the Wayesi* 
by the Lande, and eke by Water, how tha$ 
men moweo goon unto Jerufalem : c they 
that hyt be fb, that there been many other 
Wayes, that men goon by, aftur Countrees, 
that thay cbmen fram, nevere the lafle thay 
turne alle un tylle an ende. Yet is thar$ a 
^ray, alle by lande, un to Jerufalem, and 
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pafle noon See ; that ys from Fraunce or 
Flaundres : but that Way ys full lange and 
pery lous, of grete Travay le ; and thare fore 
fewe goon that ylke way. And who fo gooth 
that,he mote goon thorewe Ahnayn and Trays ; 
and fo un to Tartarye. This Tartarye ys 
holden of the great Chan, of whom y fchal 
ipeke more affcrwarde. For thydur lafteth 
hys Lordfchup. And the Lordes of Tarta- 
rye yeldeth unto the grete Chan Trybute. 
Thys ys a ful ille Lande, aud a londy e, and 
wel lytel fruyt beryng. For thare groweth 
lytel goude of Corne or Wyn, ne Benes no 
Pefe : but Beetles ben thare y no we, and that 
ful grete plente. And thare ete thay nouzt 
but Flefche with outen Brede ; and thay foupo 
the Brothe there of : and alfo thay drynke 
the mylk. And alle manere of wylde Beefles 
they eten, d Hoyndes, Cattes, Ratouns, and 
alle others wylde Belles. And thei have no 
Wode, or elle lytylle. Aqd therfore thei 
warmen and fethen here Mete with HorsDong 
and Cow Dong, and of other Beftes, dryed 
azenft the SoA'ne. And Princes and othere 
eteo not, but ones in the day ; and that but 
lytille. And thei ben righte foule folk and of 
f vyl kynde. And in Somer, be alle the Con- 

f Thus far out of £. *• 
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trees, fallen many Tempeftes and many hy~ 
doufe Thondrcs and Leytes, and Hen mechc 
Peple and Beftes alio, fullc often tyme. And 
fodeynly is there paflynge hete, and fodeyn- 
ly alio paflynge cold. And it is the fouled: 
Contree, and the mod curfed, and the poreftt 
that men knowen, And here Prince, that 
governethe that Contree, that thei clepen 
Batho> duellethe at the Cy tee of Or da. And 
treuly no gode man fcholde not duellen m that 
Contre. For the Lond and the Contree is not 
worthi Houndes to dwelle inne, It were a 
gode Contree to fowen inne Thriftelle and 
Breres and Broom and Thornes ; and for no 
other thing is it not good. Nathelefs there is 
gode Londe in fura place ; hut it is pore litille* 
as men feyn. I have not ben in that Contree* 
ne be tho Wcyes : but I have hen at other 
I^ondes, that marchen to tho Concrees ; and 
in the Lond of Rujjye x and in the Lond of Nyt- 
fian r and in theReme qiCrako r and oiLetto y 
and in the Reme of Darejien^ and in manye 
other places, that marchen to the Codes : but 
I wente never be that weye to Jerufalem ; 
wherfore I may not wel telle zou the manere. v 
But zif this matiere plefe to ony worthi man, 
that hatbe gon be that weye, he may telle it* 
zif him lyke ; to that cntcpr* that tho th*t 
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frol* go by thai; weye, and maken here viage 
be tho Coftes, mowen Knowen what weye is 
there. For no man may pafle be that Weye 
godely, but in tyme of Wyntir, for the pe- 
rilous Wattes, and wykkede Mareyes that ben 
in tho Contrees; that no man may pafle, but 
fcifitbeftrohgFroft, andSnoWe aboven. Fok 
*if the Snow lie were, men myght hot gon 
upon the Yfe, neHors ne Carre nouther. And 
It fe wel a 3 Journeys of fuche Weye, to pafle 
ftS *Prufe to the Lond of Sarazin habitable. 
And it behovethe to the Criftene men, that 
fchulle Werre azen hem every Zec5r, to bere 
here Vitay lies with hem :, for thci fchulle fyndfc 
there no good. And than moil thei let carye 
here Vitaylle upon the Yfe, with Carres that 
have no Wheeles, that thei clepen Scleyes. 
And als longe as here Vitaylles laden, thei 1 
may abide there, but ho longer. For there 
fchulle thei fynde no Wight, that will felle 
hem ony Vitaille or ony thing. And whan 
the Spyes feen ony Criftene men comen up- 
on hem, thei rennen to., the Townes, and 
cry en with a lo wd voy s, Kerra, Kerra, Kerr a ; 
and than anon thei armen hem and aflemblen 
hem to gydere. 

And zee fchulle tmdirftonde, that it frefethe 
more ftrongly in tho Contrees than on this 
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half; and thcrfore hathe every man Stewcs 
in his Hous, and in tho Stewes thei eten and; 
don here Occupations, alle that thei may 1 . 
For that is at the Northe parties, that men 
depen the Septentrionelle* where it is alle 
only cold. For the Sonne is but lytille or 
non toward tho Contreyes : and therfore in 
the Septentryon, that is verry Northe, is the 
Lond fb cold, that no man may duelle there : 
and in the contrary e, toward the Southe, it 
is fb hoot, that no man ne may duelle there j 
becaufe that the Sonne, whan he is upon the 
Southe, caftethe his Bemes alle ftreghte up 
on that partye. 
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Cap. XII. 

Of the Cuftomes of Sarafines, dnd of - 
h'itreLawe $ and how- the Soudan ar- 
refond me, AuBour of this B00L, 
And of the legynnynge of Macho- 
mete. 



NOW becaufe that I have fpoken of Sd : 
razines and of here Contree, now zif 
zee wil knowe a part^ of here Lawe and. of 

here 
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kereBeleve* I fchalle telle zou, aftre that here 
Book) that is clept Alkaron> tellethe. And 
fiim men clepen that Book Mejhaf: and fum 
men clepen it Harme^ aftre the dyverfe Lan- 
gages of the Contree* The whiche Book 
Macbamete toke hem. la the whiche Boke, 
among other thinges, is writen, as I have of- 
ten tyme ieen and radd, that the Gode fchulle 
gon to Parady s, and the Evele to Hellc : and 
that beleven alle Sarrazines. And zif a Man 
aske hem, what Parady s thei men en ; thei 
fcyn, to Paradys, that is a place of Deiytes, 
where men fchulle fynde alle maner of Frutes, 
in alle Cefouns, and Ryveres rennynge of 
ftlylk and Hony, and of Wyn, and of (wet* 
Watre ; and that thei fchulle have faire Houfes 
and noble* every man aftre his Differt, made 
of precyous Stones, and of Gold, and of Sy I* 
ver ; and that every man fchalle have * 80 
Wyfes, alle Maydenes ; and he fchalle have 
ado every day with hem, and zit he fchalle 
fynden hem alle weys Maydenes, Alfo thei 
beleeven and fpeke gladly of the Virgide Ma- 
rie and of the Incarnacioun. And thei feyfi, 
that Marye was taughte of the Angel ; and 
that Gabrielle feyde to hire, that lche was 
forchofcn from the begy nnynge of the World ; 
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and that be fchewed to hire the tncarnatiotta 
of Jeju Crift ; and that fche concfey ved and 
bare Child, May den : and that wy tneflfethe 
here Boke. And thei feyn alfo, that Jeju 
Crift fpak als fone as he was born ; and that 
he was an Holy Prophere and a trewe, in 
Woord and dede, and meke and py tous and 
rightefolle and With outen otoy vyce. And 
thei feyn alfo, that whan the Angel fchewed 
the Incarnacioun of Crift unto Marie, fche 
was zong, and had gret drede. For there was 
thine an Enchantour in the Contree, that deled 
With Wycche craft, that men depten Tafc 
nia> that be his Enchauntementes cowde make 
him in lyknefle of an Angel, and wente often 
tymes and lay with Maydenes: and therfbrt 
Marie dredde, left it hadde ben Taknia, that 
cam for to defceyve the Maydenes, And 
therfore fche conjured the Angd, that hi 
fcholde telle hire, zif it were he of no. And 
the Angel anfwefdeandfeyde, that fche fchokte 
have no drede of him : for he was verry Nfef- 
fager of Jeju Crift. Alfo here Book fey the, 
that whan that fche had chiided undre aPalmd 
Tree, fche had gret fchame, that fche hadde 
a Child; and fche grette, andfcyde, that fche 
wolde that fche hadde ben ded. And anon 
the Child fpak to hire and comforted hire, and 

feydtf* 
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feydei Modir, ne dilmaye the noughte ; fot 
God hathe hidd in the his prevytees, for the 
falvacioun of the World. And in othere ma- 
ny places fey the here Alkaron, that J e/uCrzft 
fpak'als fone as he was born. And that Book 
feythe alfo, ,that Jeju was ferit from God alle 
myghty, for to ben Myrour and Enfample 
and f Tokne to alle men And the Alkaron 
feythe alfo of the day of Doom, how God 
fchal come to deme alle maner of folk ; and 
the Gode he fchalle drawen on his fyde, and 
putte hem in to BlifTe; and the wykkede he 
fchal condemphe to the peynes of Helle. And 
amonges alle Prophetes, Jefu was the mod 
excellent and the mofte worthi, next God ; 
and that he made the Gofpelles, in the whiche 
is gode Do&ryne and helefulle, fulie of Cha- 
ritee and Sothefaftnefle, aqd trewe prechinge 
to hem that beleeven in God ; and that he 
was a verry Projahete, and more than a Pro- 
phete ; and ly ved with outen Synne, and zaf 
fyghte to the Blynde, and helede the Lepres, 
?md reyfede dede men, and fteyghe to Hevene. 
And whan thei mowe holden the Boke of the 
Gofpelles of oure Lord writen, and namely, 
Mijfus eft Angelas Gabriel ; that Gofpel thei 
ley n, tho that ben lettred, often tymes in here 
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Orifbuns, and tbei kiflen it and worfchipen it, 
with gret devocioun. Thei fallen an hool 
Moncthc in the Zeer, and eten noughte but 
be nyghte, and thei kepen hem fro here Wyfes 
alle that Monethe : but the feke men be not 
conftreyned to that Faft. Alfo this Book 
Ipekethe of J ewes ; and ley the, that thei ben 
curfed; for thei wolde not beleven, thzt Jefu 
Crift was comen of God ; and that thei lyeden 
falfely on Marie and on hire Sone Jefu Crift, 
feyenge that thei hadden crucyfyed Jefu the 
Sone of Marie : for he was nevere crucyfy- 
ed, as thei feyn; but that God made him to 
ftye up to him with outen Dethe, and with 
outen Anoye : but he transfigured his Jy knefle 
in to Judas Scariothe> and him crucyfyeden 
the Jewess and wenden, that it had ben Je- 
fus : but Jefus fteyghe toHevenes alle quyk; 
and therfore thei feyn, that the Criftene men 
erren and han no gode knowleche of this, and 
that thei beleeven folyly and falfly, that Jeju 
Crift was crucyfyed. And thei feyn zit, that 
and he had ben crucyfyed, that God had don 
azen his rightewifnefle, for tofuflxe Jeju Grift, 
that was innocent, to ben put upon the Cros, 
with outen Gylt. And in this Article thei 
feyn, that wee faylen, and that thegretRighie- 
wifnefle of God ne myghte not fuffie fo gret 
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a wrong. And in this, faylethe here Feythe. 
For thei knoulechen wel, that the Werkes of 
Je/uCriJi ben gode, and his Wordes and his 
Dedes and his Dodfryne by his Gofpelles, 
weren trewe, and his Meracles alfb trewe ; 
and the blefled Virgine Marie is good, and 
holy Mayden, before and aftre the Birthe 
of JeJuCrift; and that alle tho, that, beleven 
perfirely in God, fchul ben faved. And be- 
caufe that thei gon fo nye oure Feythe, thei 
ben iyghtly converted to Criftene Lawe, whan 
men prechen hem and fchewen hem diftyndt- 
ly the Lawe of Jeju Grift, and tellen hem of 
the Prophecy es. And alfo thei feyn, that thei 
knowen wel, be the Prophecyes, that the 
% Lawe of Mac hornet efchzMs faylen, as the Lawe 
of the Jewes dide ; and that the Lawe of 
Criftene peplefchallelafte to the day of Doom. 
And zif ony man aske hem, what is here Be- 
leeve ; thei anfweren thus, and in this forme, 
Wee beleven God Formyour of Hevene and 
of Erthe and of alle othere thinges, that he 
inade. And withouten him is no thing made. 
And we beleven of the day of Doom, and 
rhat every man fchalle have his Meryte, af- 
tre he hathe differved. And we beleve it for 
Sothe, alle that God hathefeyd be the mouthes 
of his Prophetes, Alfo Machomet c6mand- 
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cd in h\sAlkaron> that every man fcholde 
have z Wy fes or 3 or 4 ; but now thei ta^ 
ken unto 9, and of Lemmanes, als manye as 
he may fuftey ne. And zif ony of here Wy fes 
mys beren hem azenft hireHusbonde, he may 
cafte hire out of his Houfe, and departe, from 
him, and take another : but he fchalle departe 
wkh hire his Godes. Alfo whab men fpeken 
to hem, of the Fadre and of the Sone and 
of the Holy Goft, thei feyn, that thei ben 3 
perfbnes ; but not o God. Fore here Alka- 
ron lpekethe not of the Trynyte. But thei 
feyn wel, that God hathe Ipeche, and elle 
where he dowmb ; and God hathe alfo a Spi- 
rit, thei knowen wel, for elle thei feyn, he 
were not in ly ve. And whan men (peken to 
hem of the Incarnaciou, how that, be the 
word of the Angel, God fente his Wyfdom 
in to Erthe, and enumbred him in the Virgyne 
Marie : And be the woord of God, fchulle 
the Dede be reyfed, at the day of Doom ; 
thei feyn, that it is Sothe, and that the Woord 
of God hathe gret Strengthe. And thei feyn, 
that whofo knew not the Woord of God, he 
fcholde not knowe God, And thei feyn alfo, 
that Jefu Crift is the Woord of God; and fo 
feythe here Alkaron^ where it feythe, that 
the Angel fpak to Marie and feyde, Marie j 

God 



Sir John Maundevile, Kt. i6y 

God fchalle preche the Gofpel be the Woord 
of his Mowthe, and his name fchalle be clepc 
Jeju Crift. And thei feyn alfb, that Abra~ 
ham was, Frend to God, and ihztMoyJes was 
famileer fpekere with God ; and Jefu Crijl 
was the Woord and the Spirit of God ; and 
that Mac hornet e was right MefTager of God. 
And thei feyn, that of theife 4, Jefu was the 
moft worthi and the moft excellent and the 
moft grct : fo that thei han many gode Arti- 
cles of oure Fey the, alle be it that thei have 
no parfite Lawe and Feythe, as Criftene men 
han ; and therfore ben thei lightly converted ; 
and namely, tho that undirftonden the Scrip- 
tures and the Prophecyes. For thei han the 
Gofpelles and the Prophecyes and the Byble, 
writen in here Langage Wherfore thei conne 
meche of Holy Wrytt, but thei undirftonde 
it not, but aftre the Lettre : and fo don th& 
J ewes ; For thei undirftonde not the Lettre 
goftly, but body ly : and therfore ben thei re- 
preved of the wife, that goftly underftondea 
it. And therfore feythe feynt Toul ; Litera 
occidit ; Spirit us vivificat. Alfo the Sara- 
zines feyn, that the Jewes ben curfed : for 
thei han defouled the Lawe, that God fente 
hem be Moyfes. And the Criftene ben curfed 
alio, as thei feyn : for thei kepen not the 
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Comandementes and the Preceptes of the 60- 
Ipelie, that Je/u Crift taughte hem. And 
therfore I fchalle- telle zou, what the Soudan 
tolde me, upon a day, in his Chambre. He 
leet voyden out of his Chambre alle maner 
pf men, Lordes and othere : for he woldc 
fpeke with me in Confeille. And there he 
askede me, how the Criftene men governed 
hem in oureContree. And Ifeyde him, Righte 
we! : thonked be God. And he feyde me, 
TreulycBe, nay : for zee Criftene men ne 
redfchen righte noghte how untrewly to ferve 
, God. Ze fcholde zeven enfample to the lew- 
ed peple, for to do wel ; and zee zeven hem 
eniample to don evylle. For the Comownes, 
upon feftyfulle dayes, whan thei fcholden gon 
to Chirche to ferve God, than gon thei to 
Tayernes, and ben there in glotony, alle the 
day and alle nyghte, and eten and drynken", 
as Beftes that have no refoun, and wite not 
whan thei have y now. And alio the Criftene 
men enforcen hem, in alle maneres that thei 
mowen, for to fighte, and for to defceyven 
that on that other. And there with alle thei 
ben fo proude, that thei knowen not how to 
ben clothed ; now long, now fchort, now 
ftrey t, now large, now fwerded, now dagger- 
ed, and in alle manere gyfes. Thei fcholden 
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ben fymple, meke and trewe, and fiille of 
Almes dedc, as Jhefu was, in whom thei 
trowe : but thei ben alle the contrarie, and 
evere enclyned to the Evylle, and to don e- 
vylle. And thei ben (b coveytous, that for 
a lytylle Sylver, thei fellen here Doughtres, 
here Suftres and here owneWyfes, to putten 
hem to Leccherie. And on with drawethe 
the Wif of another : and non of hem hold- 
ethe Feythe to another : but thei defoulen 
here Lawe, that Jhefu Crift betook hem to 
kepe, for here Salvacioun! And thus for here 
Synnes, han thei loft alle this Lond, that wee 
holden. For, for hire Synnes here God hat he ta- 
ken hem in to oure Hondes, noghte only be 
Strengthe of our felf, but for here Synnes. For 
wee kno wen wel in verry fothd, that whan zee 
lerve God, God wil helpe zou: and whan he 
is with zou, no man may be azenft zou. And 
thatknowe wewel, be oure Prophecy es, that 
Crillene men fchulle wynnen azen this Lond 
out of oure Hondes, whan thei ferven God 
more devoutly. But als longe als thei ben of 
foule and of unclene Lyvynge, (as thei ben 
now) wee have no drede of hem, in no kynde : 
for here God wil not heJpen hem in no wife. 
And than I asked him, how he knew the State 
of Criftene men. And he anfwerdc me, that 
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he knew alle the ftate of the Comounes alfb, 
be hisMeflangeres, that he fente to alle Londes, 
in manere as thei weren Marchauntes of pre- 
cy ous Stones, of Clothes of 1 Gold and of o- 
there t hinges ; , for to knowen the manere of 
every Contree amonges Criftene men. And 
than he leet clepe in alle the Lordes, that he 
made voyden firft but of his Chambre ; and 
there he fchcwed me 4, that weren grete 
Lordes in the Contree, that tolden me of my 
Contree, and of many otherf Criftene Con- 
trees, als wej as thei had ben of the fame Con- 
tree : and thei fpak Frenfche righte wel ; and 
the Sowdan alfo, where of I had gret Mar- 
vaylle. Alias! that it is gret fclaundre to oure 
Fey the and to oure Lawe, whan folk that 
ben with outen Lawe, fchulle repreven us and 
undernemen us of oure Synnes. And thei 
that fcholden ben converted to Criji and to 
the Lawe of Jhefu r be oure gode Enfamples 
and be oure acceptable Lif to God, and fo . 
converted to the Lawe oijheju CriJI, ben 
thorghe oure WykkednefTe and evy He ly vy nge, 
' fer fro us and Straungeres fro the holy and 
verry Belec ve, fchulle thus appelen us andhol- 
den us for wykkede Ly veres and curfed. And 
treuly thei fey fothe. For the Sarazines ben 
gode and feythfulle. ' For thei kepen entierly 
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ron, that God fente hem be his Meflager Ma* 
chomet ; to the whiche, as, thei feyne, feynt 
Gabrielle the Aungel often tyme tolde the 
wille of God. And zee fchulle undirftonde, 
that Maihamote was born in +4rabye> that 
was fir ft a pore Knave, that kept Cameles, that 
wenten with Marchantes for Marchandize ; 
and fo befelle, that he wente with the Mar- 
chandes in to Egipt : and thei weren than 
Criftepe, in tho party es. And at the Defertes 
oiArabye^ he wente in to a Chapelle, where 
a Eremyte duelte. And whan he entred in 
to the Chapelle, that was but a ly title and a 
low thing, and had but a lityl Dore and a 
low, than the Entree began to wexe fo gret 
and fo large and fo highe, as thoughe it had 
ben of a gret Mynftre, or the Zate of a Pa- 
leys. And f this was the firfte Myracle, the 
Sarazins feyn, that Machomete dide in his 
Zouthe. Aftre began he for to wexe wyfe 
and riche ; and he was a gret Aftronomer : 
and aftre he was Goveronour and Prince of 
the Lond of Cozrodane ; . and he gqverned it 
folly wifely, in fuche manere, that whan the 
Prince was ded, he toke the Lady to Wyfe, 
that highte Gadrige. And Machomete felle 
often in the grete Sikenefle, that men callen 
the fallynge Evylle : wherfore the Lady was 
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fulle forry, that evere (the toke him to Huf- 
bonde.. But Machomete made hire tobeleeve, 
that alle tymes, whan he felle fo, Gabriel 
the Angel cam for to fpeke with him ; and 
for the gret lighte and brightnefle of the An- 
gclle, he myghte not fufteyne him fro fal- 1 
lynge. And therfore the Sarazines feyn, that 
Gabriel cam often to fpeke with him. This % 
Machomete regned in Arabye> the Zeer of* 
oure Lord Jheju Crift 610; and was of the 
Gcneracioun of TJmael, that was Abrahames 
Sone, that he gat upon Agar his Chamberere. 
And therfore ther ben Sarazines> that ben 
clept Ifinaelytenes ; and stime Agatyenes, of 
Agar : and the othere propurly ben clept Sar- 
razines, of Sarra: and sQmeben clept Moa- 
bytes ) and sttme Amonytes ; fro the 2 Sones 
of Lothe, Moab and Amon> that he begat on 
his Doughtres, that weren aftirward grete 
crthely Princes. And alfb Machomete loved 
wel a gode Heremyte, that duelled in the De- 
fertes, a Myle fro Mount Synay> intheWeye 
that men gon fro Arabye toward Caldee, and 
toward Tnde> o day journey fro the See, 
where the Marchauntes of Venyfe comen of- 
ten for Marchandife. And fo often wente 
Machomete to this Heremyte, that alle his 
men weren wrothe : for he wolde gladly herq 
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this Heremy te preche, and make his men wake 
alle nyghte : and rherfore his men thoughten 
to putte the Heremytc to Dethc 2 and fo ic 
befelle upon a nyght, that Maclwmete wag 
dronken of gode Wyn, and be fcllc on flcpe ; 
and his men toke Machometes Swerd out of 
his Schethe, whils he flepte, and there with 
thei flowghe this Heremy te ; and putten his - 
Swerd alle blody in his Schethe azen. And 
at morwe, whan he fond the Heremy te ded, 
he was fulle fory and wrothe, and wolde have 
don his men to Dethe : but thei alle with on 
accord feyd, that he him felf had flayn him, 
when he was dronken, and fchewed him his 
Swerd alle blody : and he trowed, that thei 
hadden feyd fothe. And than he curfed the 
Wyn, and alle tho chat drynken it. And 
thexforc Sarrazines, that be devout, drynken 
nevcrc no Wyn : but sflme drynken it prevy- 
ly. For zif thei dronken it openly, theifcholde 
ben repreved. But thei drynken gode Beve- 
rage and fwete and norysfliynge, that is made 
of Galamelle: and that is that men makea 
Sugar of, that is of righce gode favour : and 
it is gode for the Breeft. Alio it befallethe 
iiimtyme, that Criftene men becomen Sara* 
zines, outher for povertee, or for fy mplenefle, 
or elles fot here ownc wykkednetie. And 
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therfore the Archiflamyn or the Flamyn, as 
oure Erchebisfhopp or Bisihopp, whan he ret 
ceyvethe hem, feythe thus, La ellec, Si/a. 
Machomete rores alia: that is to feye ; There 
is no God but on, and Machomete his Me£ 
fager. 
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Cap. XIII. 
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OftheLondes o/Albanye, and of ^ Li- 
bye. Of A&£ fVtsJhmges, for Wac- 
chlnge of the Sperhauk y and of 'Noes 
Schippe. 

NO W fithe I have told zou beforn of the 
Holy Lond, and of that Contree a- . 
bouten, ;and of many Weyes for to go to that 
Lond, and to the Mount Synay> and of Ba- 
by loyne the more and the lefle, arid to other 
places, that I have fpoken beforn ; "now is 
tyme, zif it lyke zou, for to telle zou of the 
Marches and lies, and dy verfe Beftes, and of 
dy verfe folk bezond theife Marches. For in 
tho Contrees bezonden, ben many dy verfe 
Contrees, and many grete Kyngdomes y that 
ben departed be the 4 Flodes, that comen from 
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Paradys terreftre. For Mefopotayme and the 
Kyngdo of Caldee and Arabye, ben betwenc 
the x Ryveres of Tygre and of Euf rates. 
And the Kyngdom of Mede and of 'Perjye, 
ben betwene the Ryveres of Nile and of 77- 
gres. And the Kyngdom oiSyrie, where of 
I have fpoken beforn, and Taleftyne and The- 
nycie, ben betwene Eufrates and the See Me- 
dyterrane : the whiche See durethe in Lengthe, 
fro Mayrok, upon the See of Spayne, unto 
the grete See ; fo that it laftethe bezonde Co- 
flantynople 3 040 My les of Lombardye. And 
toward the See Occyan in Tnde, is the Kyng- 
dom of Shit hie, that is alle clofed with Hilles. 
And aftre undre Schithie, and fro the See of 
Cajpie, unto the Flom Thainy, is Atpazoyne, 
that is the Lond of Femynye, where that no 
man is, but only alle Wommen. And aftre is 
Albany e, a fulle gret Reme. . And it is clept 
Albany e^ becaufe the Folk ben whitere there, 
than in other Marches there abouten. And 
in that Contree ben fo gret Houndes and fo 
ftronge, that thei afiaylen Lyouns, and fleu 
hem. And thanne aftre is Hircanye, BaSirye, 
Hiberye, and many other Kyngdomes. And 
betwene the rede See and the See Occyan, to- 
ward the Southe, is the Kyngdom of Etbiope, 
and of Ly bye the hy ere. The which Lond 
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of Lybye $ (that is to feync Libye the Jowe) 
that begynnethe at the See of Spayne, fro 
fhens where the Py feres of Hercules ben, and 
durethe onto aneyntes Egipt and toward E- 
tbiope. hi that Contree of Libye, is the See 
more frigbe than the Lond ; and ir femethe 
that it wolde covere the Erthe, and natheles 
zit it paflethe not his Markes. And men feen 
in that Contre a Mountayne, to the whiche 
no man comethe. In this Lond of Libye, 
whofo turnethe toward the Eft, the Schadewe 
of him feJf is on the right fy de : and here in 
oure Contree, the fchadwe is on the left fyde. 
In that See of Libye, is no Fiflche : for thei 
mowe not lyve ne dure, for the gret hete of 
the Sonne ; becaufe that the Watre is ever- 
more boyllynge, for the gret hete. And ma- 
ny othere Londcs there ben, that it were to 
long to tellen or to nombren : but of fum 
parties, I fchal fpeke more pleynly here 
aftre. 

Whofo wil thanne go& toward Tartarie, 
toward Terjie, toward Caldee, and toward 
Tnde, he mod entre the See, at Gene or at 
Venyfe or at fum other Havene, that I have 
told zou before. And than pafle m6n the 
See, and arry ven at Trapazmd, that is a gode 
Gytee ; and it was wont to ben the Havene 
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xfiTomt*. There is the Havene of Ter* 
Janes and of Medaynes and of the Marches 
there bezonde. In that Cytee lythe feynt A- 
thanafie* that wasBisfhopp of Alt/andre, that 
made the Pfalm, ^uicunq\ vult. This A- 
thanafius was a gret Do&our of Dy vyny tee : 
and becaufe that he preched and fpak fo depe- 
ly of Dy vyny tee and of the Godbede, he was 
accufed to the Pope of Rome, that he was an 
Heretyk. Wherfore the Pope fente aftre hym, 
and putte him in Prefoun : and whils he was 
ip Prefoun, he made that Tfahn* and fente it 
to the Pope, and feyde ; that zif he were aa 
Heretyk, that was that Herefie ; for that, he 
feyde, was his Beleeve. And whan the Pope 
faughe it, and had examyned it, that it was 
parfite and gode, andverryly oureFeytheand 
oure Beleeve, he made him to ben delyvered 
out of Prefoun, and comanded that Tfalm to 
ben feyd every day at Pryme : and fo he held 
Athanafie a gode man. But he wolde nevere 
go to his Bisfhopriche azen, becaufe that thei 
accufed him of HerefyeJ Trapazond was 
worit to ben holden of the Emperour of Co- 
Jiantynefle: but a gret man, that he fente for 
to kepe the Contree azenft the Turkes, ufurp- 
ed the Lond, and helde it to himfelf, and clep- 
ed him Emperour of Trapazond. 

x And 
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And from thens, men gon thorghe litille 
Errqonye. And in that Contree is an old 
Caftelle, thatftont upon a Roche, thewhiche 
is cleped the Caftelle of the Sparrehawk> that 
is bezonde the Cy tee of Lay ay s^ befide the 
Town of Tharfifee^ that belongethe to the 
Lordfchipe of Cruk ; that is a riche Lord and 
a gode Criftene man ; where men fynden a 
Sparehauk upon a Perche righte fair, and 
righte wel made ; and a fayre Lady of 
Fayrye, that kepethe it. And who that wil 
wake that Sparhauk, 7 dayes and 7 nyghtes; 
and as stime men feyn, 3 dayes and 3 nyghtes, 
with outen Companye and with outen Sleep, 
that faire Lady fchal zeven him, whan he 
Jiathe don, the firft WyfTche, that he wil 
wyflche, of erthely thinges : and that hathe 
been proved often tymes. And o tyme be- 
felle, that a Ky ng of Ermonye* that was a 
worthi Knyght and doughty man and a noble 
Prince, woke that Hauk fom tymg : and at 
the ende of 7 dayes and 7 pyghtes, the Lady 
• cam to him, and bad him wiftchen ; for he 
he had wel differ ved it. And he anfwerde,that 
he was gret Lord y now, arid wel in pees, 
and hadde y nowghe of worldly Ricchefle ; 
and therfore he wolde wisflie non other thing, 
but the body of that faire Lady, to have it at 
3 his 



Sir John Maundevile, Ki. 177 

his willc. And fche ahfwerde him, that he 
knew not what he asked} and feyde, that he 
was a Fool, to defire that he myghtfe not 
have : for iche feyde, that he fcholde not 
aske, but erthely thing: for fche was non 
erthely thing, but a goftly thing. And the 
Kyng feyde, that he ne wolde asken non o- 
ther thing. And the Lady anfwerde, Sythe 
that I may not withdrawe zou fro zoure lewed 
Corage* t fchal zeve zou with outen wyf- 
fchinge, and to alle hem that fchulle com of 
zou. Siirfe Kyng, zee fchalle haVe Werre with- 
outen Pees, ahd alle weyS to the 9 Degree* 
zee fchulle ben in Subjecciotin of zoure Enc- 
myes ; and zee fchulle ben nedy of alle Gcdes. 
And nevere fithen, ridiither the Kyng of Er- 
monye y ne the Cbntree, weren never in Pees* 
ne thei hadden never fithen plentee of Godes ; 
and thei han ben fithen alle weyes undre Tri- 
bute of the Sarrazines. Alfo the fbne of a 
pore man woke that Hauke, and wisihed that 
he myghte 8 cheve wel, and td ben happy 
to Marchandife. And the Lady gfaunted him. 
And he becam the moil riche and the mod 
Famoufe Marchaunt, that myghte ben on See 
tor on Erthe. And he bdeam fo riche, thac 
he knew not the icoo part of that he hadde : 

g ChtWi F. 
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and he was wyfere, in wiflchynge, than wds 
the Kyng. Alfo a Knyght of the Temple 
\vooke there; andwyfTched a Purs evere more 
fulle of Gold ; and the Lady graunted him. 
But fche feyde him, that he had asked the 
deftruccioun of here Ordre ; for the truft and 
the affiance of that Purs, and for the grete 
pryde, that thei fcholde haven : and fo it was. 
Anjl therfore Joke, he kepe him wel, that 
fchallewake: for zif he flepe, he is loft, that 
nevere man fchalle feen him ihore. This is 
not the righte Weye for to go to the parties, 
that I have nerripned before ; but for to fee 
the Merveyle, that I have fpoken of. 

And therfore who fo will go right weye, 
men gon fro Trapazond toward Ermonye the 
grete, unto a Cytee that is clcpt h Artyroun^ 
that was wont to ben a gode Cytee and a 
plentyous ; but the Turkes han gretly wafted 
it. There aboute growethe noWyn neFruyt* 
<but litylle or elle non. In this Lond, is the 
Erthe more highe than in ony o£her ; and 
that makethe gret Cold. And there ben many 
gode Watres^and gode Welles, that comen 
tindre erthe, fro the Flom of Paradys, that is 
clept Eufrates, that is a Jorneye * befyde that 
Cytee. And that Ry vere comethe towardes 

h At firm, L. r, 2. « Ab ijla Civitate, L. ' 
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Jnde, Undrc Erthe, and refortethe in to the 
Lond oi^Altazar. Andfo paflemen be this 
Ermonie, and entren the See of Terjie. Fro 
that Cytee of Artyroun^ go men to an Hille, 
that is clept l Sabijjbcolle* And there bef) de 
is anothef Hillei that men clepen Ararat he : 
>but the J ewes clepen it m Taneez ; where 
Noes Schipp refted, and zit is upon that Mon- 
tayne : and men may feen it a ferr, in cleer 
Wedre : and that Montayne is wel a 7 Myle 
highe. And lum men feyn, that thei han 
feen and touched the Schipp ; and put here 
Fyngres in the parties, where the Feend went 
bur; whan that Noe feyde, Benedicite. But 
thei that feyn fucheWordes, feyn hereWille: 
for a man may not gon up the Montayne, for 
gret plentee of Snow, that is alle weys on 
that Montayne ; nouther Somer ne Wyntcr : 
fo that no man may gon up there ; ne nevere 
man dide, fithe thetymeof Noe; fafaMonk, 
that, be the grace of God* broughte on of 
the Plankes doun ; that zit is in the Mynftre, 
at the foot of the Montayne. And beiyde is 
the Cytee of *Dayne, that 'Noe founded. And 
fade by is the Cytee of Any > in the whiche 
fyere a 1000 Chitches. But upon that Mbn- 

k Aliazar, L. T, 2. l SabJJfabella^ L\ 1,2. 
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tayne, to gon up, this Monk had gfct dedr j 
and fo Upon a day, he wente up : and whan 
he Was upward the 3 part of the Montayoe, 
he was fo wery* that he myghte no fertherc, 
And fo he relied him, and felle o flepe ; and 
whan he awook, he fonde him felf liggynge 
at the foot of the Montayne. And than he 
preyede devoutly to God, that he wolde 
vouche faf to foflxe him gon up. And ail 
Angelle cam to him, and feyde, that he 
fcholde gon up ; and fo he dide. And lithe 
thattyme, never fton. Wherfore men fcholde 
Hot beleeve fuche Woordes. 

Fro that Montaync go men to the Cytee 
of Thaurijh, that was wont to ben clepC 
Taxis, that is a Fulle fair Cytee, and a grer* 
and on of the befte, that is in the World, for 
Marchandife 3 and it is in the Lond of the 
Emperour of Ttrfie. And men feyn, that 
the Emperour takethe more gode, in that Cy- 
tee, for Cuftom of Marchandife, than dothe 
the riccheft Criftene Kyng of alle his Reme, 
that livethe. For the Tolle and the Cuftom 
of his Marchantes is with outen eftymadoun 
to ben nombred. Befide that Cytee, is a Hille 
of Salt ; and of that Salt, every man takethe 
what he will, for to fake with, to his nede. 
There duellen many Criftene men, undir Tri- 
bute 
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bate of Sarrazittes. And fro that Cytee* 
men paflen be many Towoes aad Caftellcs, 
in goynge toward Thde, unto the Cytee of 
Sadonye* that is a 10 iourney es fro Thaurijd; 
and.it is a fiille noble Cytee, and a gret. And 
there duelletbe the Emperour of VPerfit* 
in Somer : for the Contree is cold y now. 
And there ben gode Ry vetes, bery nge Schippes, 
Aftre go men the Weye toward Tnde % be 
many iorneyes, and be many Contreyes, un- 
to the' Cytee, that is clept Catfak, that is a 
fulle noble Cytee, and a plentyous of Cornes 
and Wynes, and of alle other Codes. This 
is the Cytee, where the 3 Kynges metten to 
gedre, whan thei wenten to fechen oure Lord 
in Bethlenh to worfchipe him, and to pre- 
fente him with Gold, Enfence andMyrre. And 
it is from that Cytee to Bethleem 53 iour^ 
neyes. Fro that Cytee, men gon to another, 
Cytee, that is clept Betht> that is a iourney e 
fro the See, that men clepeu the * gravely 
See, That is the befte Cytee, that the Em- 
perour oFTer/ik hathe, in alle his Lond. And 
thei clepen it there Char dab age ; and others 
clepen it Vapa. And the Taynemes feyn, 
that no Criftenc man may not looge duelle, 
^e endu^en with the hi, in that Cytee : but 



/ 



Ni 



dyea 



• v 



1 8 z The Vol age and Travaik of 

dyen with ia fchort tyme ; and no man know* 
ethe not the caufe. Aftre gon men, be ma- 
ny Cytees and Townes, and grete Contrees* 
that it were to longe to telle, unto the Cy- 
tee of Cornaa, that was wont to be fb gret, 
that the Walles aboutcn holden x$ Myle a* 
boute. The Walles fchewen zit : but it is 
not alle enhabited. From Cornaa, go men be 
many Londes, and many Cytees and Townes, 
unto the Lond of Job: and there endethe the; 
Lond of the Emperour of Terfip. 




. Cap. XIV. 

Of the Land of Job ; and of his Age, 
Of the Aray of men 0/Caldee. Of 
the Lond, where Wommen duellen y 
with out en companye of men. Of 
the knouleche and vertuet of the ver- 
fay Dyamant. 

E T R E the djepartynge fro Cornaa, meq 
entren in to the lond of Job y that is a 
fulle feir Contree, and a plentyous of alle 
Qodes. And men clepen that Lojpd^ the Lond 




t 

Sir John Maundevile, Kt. 183 

of Sweze. In that Lond, is the Cy tec of 
* Theman. Job was a Tayneem, and he was 
h Are of Go/re his Sone, and held that Lond, 
as Prynce of that Contree ; and he was fo . 
riche, that he knew not the hundred part of 
his Godes. And alle thoughe he w r ere a Fay- 
neem^ natheles he ferved wel God, aftre his 
Lawe: and oure Lord toke his Service to his 
plefance. And whan he felle in poverte, he 
was 78 Zeer of Age. And aftre, whan God 
had preved his pacyence, and that it was (6 
gret, he broughte him azen to richefle, and 
to hiere Eftate than he was before. And af- 
tre that he was Kyng of Tdumye, aftre Kyng 
EJau. And whan he was Kyng, he was elepe 
Jobab. And in that Kyngdom, he ly vede af- 
tre c 170 Zere: and Co he was of Age, whan 
he dyede, 248 Zeer. In that Lond of Job> 
there nys no defaute of no thing, that is nede- 
fulle to mannes body. There ben Hilles, 
where men geten gret plentee of Manna, in- 
gretter habundance, than in ony other Con- 
* tree. This Manna is clept Bred of Aungeles ; 
and it is a white thing, that is fuile iwete and 

jighte delicyous, and more fwete than Hony 
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or Sugre ; and it cametbc of the dew of He T 
vene, that fallethe ufton the Herbes r in th^c 
Contree ; and it congeleth$ and becomcthe 
alle white and fwete ; and men patten it iq 
Medicy nes for riche men, to make the Wombe 
lax, and to purge ey y lie Blode: for it clenlethe 
theBlode, andputtethe out Malencolye. This , 
JLond of Job marcheth? to the Kyngdom of 
Caldee. This Lond pf Caldee is fulle gret : 
and the Langage of that Contree is more gret 
in fownynge, than it is in other .parties be- 
zonde the See. Men paflen to go bezonde, be 
the Tour oiBabiloyne the grew ; of the whiche 
I have told zou before, where that alie the 
Langages wcreti firft chaunged. And that is 
a 4 Jorneyes fro Caldee. In that Reme, ben 
faire men, and the* gon fulle nobely arrayed 
in Clothes pf Gold, or frayed and apparayled 
With grete Perles and precyous Scopes, fulle • 
nobely : and the Women ben righte foule and 
evylle arrayed ; and thei gon alle bare ibte, 
and clothed in evylle Garoemcntes, large and 
wyde, but thei ben fchprte to the Knees ; 
and longe Sieves doun to the feet, lyche 3 
Monkes Frokke ; and here Sieves ben hong- 
yng aboute here Schuldres : and thei ben Wake. 
WSmen , foule and hidoufe ; and treuly a$ 
foule as ;hei ben, als eyel$ t^ei ben. Iff t^t 
£yngdona 
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Kyngdom of Caldee y in a Cytee, that is clept 
//or, dqelled Tbare y Abrahames Fadre : an4 
there was Abraham bora : aad th^t was in 
that tyme, that Nuqus was Kyng of Babi* 
foyne, of Arabye and of Egypt* This Afo t 
»«x made the Cytee oiNynyvee^ the vvhichc 
that i\&? had begonne before : and be caufe 
rhat Nunus performed it, he cleped it Njh 
*yvee 7 aftre his Qwne name. There lythe 
Thobye the Prophete, of whom Holy Write 
ipekethe oflfe. And fro that Cy tec of Hur f 
Abraba departed, be the cSmandement of 
God, fro theos, aftre the Dethe of his Fadre ; 
and iadde with him Surra his Wif and Lot he 
his brocheres fone, becaufe that he hadde nq 
Child. And thei wenten to duelle in the 
Lond of ChanaaUy in a place, that is ciept 
Sychent. And this Lothe was he, that was 
faved, whan Sodom and Gtmmre and the o- 
there Cy tees weren brent and fonken doun to 
Helle ; where that the dede See is now, as I 
have told zou before. In that lond of Caldee % 
.thei han here propre Langages, and here pro* 
pre Lettres. 

Befyde the Lond of CaUee^ is the Lond of 
Amazoyne. And in that Reme is alle W<5- 
men* aad no man $ noght, as stlme men feyn, 
fjfyt m$n, mqwe not lyyc {here» but for be- 
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iaufe that the Women wil not fuflxc no men 
amonges hem, to ben here Sovereynes. For 
fura tyme, ther was a Kyng ill that Contrey ; 
and men mary ed, as in other Contreyes : and 
fo befelle, that the Kyng had Werre, with 
hem of Sithie ; the whiche Kyng highte Co- 
lopeus, that was flayn in Bataylle, and alle 
the gode Blood of his Reme. And whan the 
Queen and alle the othere noble Ladyes fawen, 
that thei weren alle Wydewes, and that alle 
the rialle Blood was'loft, thei armed hem, and 
as Creatures out of Wytt, thei flowen alle the 
men of the Contrey, that weren laft. For 
thei wolde, that alte the W6men weren Wy- 
dewes, as the Queen and thei weren. Arid 
fro that tyme hiderwardes, thei nevere wolden 
fuflren man to dwelle amonges hem, lenge* 
than 7 dayes and y nyghtes ; ne that no Child 
that were Male, fcholde duelle amonges hem, 
lenger than he were noryfcht ; and thanne 
(ente to his Fader. And whan thei wil have 
ony company e of man, than thei drawen hem 
towardes the Londes marchynge next to he : 
and than thei have Loves, that ufen hem.; 

w 

and thei dviellen with hem an 8 dayes or io; 
and thanne gon hom azen. And zif thei have 
ony knave Child, thei kepenit a certeyn tyme, 
and than fenden it to the Fadir, whan he can 
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gon allone, and eten be him felf ; or elle thei 
fleen it : and zif it be a femele, thei don a- 
way that onPappe, with an hote Hiren : and 
zif it be a Womman of gret Ly nage, thei don 
awey the left Pappe, that thei may the bet- 
ter beren a Scheeld : and zif it be a WSman 
of fymple Blood, thei don awey the ryzt 
Pappe, for to fcheten with Bowe Turkeys : 
for thei fchote well with Bowes. In thatLond 
thei have a Queen, that governethe alle that 
Lond : and alle thei ben obeyflant to hire. 
And alweys thei maken here Queen by Elec- 
cioun, that is moft worthy in Armes: For 
thei ben right gode Werryoures, and wyfe, 
noble and worthi. And thei gon often tyme 
in fbwd, to help of other Kynges, in here 
Werres, for Gold and Sylver, as othere Sow- 
dyoures don : and thei meyntencp hem felf 
right vygourefly. This Lond of Amazoyne 
is an Yle, alle envirouned with the See, faf 
in x places, where ben 2 entrees. And be- 
zond that Watir, duellen the men, that ben 
here Paramoures and hire Loves, where thei 
gon to folacen hem, whan thei wole. Befyde 
Amazoyne<> is the Lond of Tarmegyte^ that 
is a gret Contree and a fulie delegable : and 
for the godnefle of the Contr§e, Kyng Alt? 
Jkndre leet firft make there the Cy tee of A- 

lifandrei 
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fandre ; and zit he made ix Cycees of the 
fame ngmp: bat that Cy tee is now clept CVA 
Jite, And fro that other Coft of Caldee^ to 
ward the Southe, is Ethiope a gret Contree* 
that ftrecchethe to the cade of Egypt. Ethi- 
ope is departed in % priocy palle parties ; and 
that is, in the Eft partie and in the Meridio- 
nelle partie ; the whicbe partie meridioneUe 
is clept Moretant. And the folk of that Con- 
tree ben blake y now a $id more bUke than 
in the tother partie; and thei ben clept 
Mowres. In that partie is a Welle* that in 
the day it is fo cold, that no man may drynke 
there ofie ; and in the nyght it & To hoot* 
that no man may fuffre his bond there in. 
And bezonde that partie, toward the Southe, 
to parte by the See Occean, is a gret Lond 
and a gret Contrey : but men may not duello 
there, for the fervent brennynge of the Sonne ; 
fo is it paffynge hoot in that Coitfrey. la 
Ethiope alle the Ry veres and aile the Watres 
ben trouble, and thei ben fomdelle lake, for 
the gret hete that is there. And the folk of 
that Contree ben lyghtly dronken, and ban 
but litille appetyt to mete : And thei han co- 
mounly the Flux of the Wombe : and thei 
Jy yen n,ot ionge. In Ethiapt ben many dy- 

*er(e 
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Vetfe folk: and Ethidpe is clept Cufis. in 
that Contree ben folk, that ban but o foot : 
tod thei gon fo fall, that it is marvtylle : an4 
the foot is fo large, that it fchadewethe alle 
the Body 4zen the Sonne, whanne thei wole 
lye and rede hem d . In Ethlope y whan the 
Children ben zonge and lytille, thei ben alle 
zelowe: and whan that thei wexen of Age, 
that zalowneife turnetljc to ben alle blak. In 
Ethiope is the Cytee of Saba ; and the Lond* 
of the whiche oft of the 3 Kynges* that 
prefented oure Lord in Bet hie em, was Kyng 
ofle. 

Fro Bthiopt men gon to Tnde* be manyc 
dyverfe Contreycs. And men clepen the 
highe Tndei Etnlak. And Tnde is devyded 
in 3 princypalle parties ; that is, the more, 
that is a falle hoot Contree ; and Tnde thei 
lefie, that is a folic atempree Contrey, that 
(trecchethe to the Lond of Mede : and the 
3 part toward the Septentrion, is fulle cold $ 
fo that for pure cold and contynuelle Froft* 
the Watte becomethe Criftalle. And upon 
tho Roches of Criftalle, growen the gode 

<* See Pliny's ^ Natural Hiftoty, L. 7. C. 2. q. torn homi- 
num genus, qui Monofcilti vourentur, fingulis cruribus, mitt, 
fermcitatis ad faltum ; tofdtmcp Suofodas vocari> quod in ma' 
jori *ftt$ 9 humi jati#t$s rtfufm f utpbra ft fedum frotigant. 
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? Dyamandes, that ben of trouble Colout. 
Zalow Criftalle drawethe Colour lyke Oylle. 
And thei ben fo harde, that no man may pol- 
lyfche hem : and men clepen hem Dyamandes 
in that Contree, and Hamefe in another Con- 
tree. Othete Dyamandes men fynden in A- 
rabye^ that ben ndt fo gode ; and thei beh 
more broun and mOre rendre. And othef 
Dyamandes alfo me» fynden ifi the lie of 
Cifre; that ben zit more tendre ; and heta 
men may wel pollifchfc. And in the Lond of 
Maceddyne men fynden Dyamaundes alio. Brtt 
the belle and the moft precyoufe ben in Tnde. 
And men fynden many tymes hafde Dya- 
mandes in a Mafle, that comethe out of Gold, 
whan men puren it and fynen it out of the 
Myne ; whan men breken that MafTe in finale 
peces. And fum tyme it happenethe, that 
men fynden stime as grete as a pefe, and stime 
lafTe; and thei ben als harde as tho of Tnde. 
And alle be it that men fynden gode Dya- 
mandes in Tnde+ zit natheles men fynden heiii 
more comounly upbti the Roches in the See, 
and upon Hilles where the Myne of Gold i$. 
And thei growen many to gedre, on lytille* 
another gret. And ther ben stime of the gret- 
nefle of a Bene, and sftrae als grete as an Ha- 

c . c: Pliny, in his 37^ Bcok and 4 th Chap, 
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Telle Note. And thei ben fquare and poynted 
of here owne kynde, bothe aboven and be* 
nethen, with outen worchinge of mannes hond. 
And thei growen to gedre, male and femele. 
And thei ben noryflcht with the Dew of He- 
Vene. And thei engendren comounly, and 
bryngen forthe finale Children, that multi- 
plyen and growen alle the Zeer. I have often 
tymes aflayed* that zif a man kepe hem with 
a litylle of the Roche, and wete hem with 
May Dew ofte fithes, thei fchtille growe eve- 
ryche Zeer; and the fmale wole wexen grete. 
For righte as the fynPerl congelethe and wex- 
ethe gret of the Dew of Hevene, righte fb 
dothe the verray Dyamand : and righte as the 
Perl of his owne kynde takethe RoundnefTej 
righte fo the Dyamand, be vertu of God* 
takethe fquarenefTe. And men fchalle bere 
the Dyamaund on his left fyde : for it is of 
grettere vertue thanne, than on the righte 
fyde. For the ftrengthe of here growynge 
is toward the Northe, that is the left fyde of 
the World; and the left parte of man is, whan 
he turnethe his Face toward the Eft. And 
zif zou lyke to knowe the Vermes of the 
Dyamand, (as men may fynde in the XJpida- 
rye, that many men knowen noght) I fchalle 
telle zou : as thei bezonde the See feyn and 

affermen. 
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aflermeii, of whom alle Science and alle Phl- 
lofophie comethe from. He that berethe the 
Diaraand upon him, it zevethe him hardyneflc 
and manhode, and it kepethe the Lemes of 
his Body hble. It zeVethe him vi&orye of 
his Enemyes, in Plee and in Wcrre ; zif his 
caufe be rightefulle : and it kepethe him that 
berethe it % in gode Wytt : and it kepethe him 
fro Strif and Ryot, fro Sorwes arid fro £n- 
chauntementes and from Fatitdyes and iilafi- 
ouns of wykked Spirites. And zif ony curled 
Wy cche or Enchauntour wolde bewyeche him} 
that berethe the Dyamand ; alle that Sorvve 
andmyfchaocefchalle turneto himfel£thorghe 
Vertu of that Stop. And alfo no wylde Befli 
dar affaylle the man, that berethe it on him. 
Alfo the Dyamand fcholde ben zoven frely^ 
toith outeh coveytyhge and with onten byg- 
gynge: and than it is of grettere vertue. And 
it makethe a man more ftrong and more fad 
azenft his Enemyes. And it helethe tim that 
is lunatyk* and hem that the Fend purfiiethe 
or travaylethe. And zif Venym or Poyfoua 
be broughte in pfefence of thfe Dyamand, anotf 
it begynnethe to wexe moyft and for to fwete. 
There ben alfo Dyamandes in Tnde> that ben 
clept Violaftres ; (for here colour is liche Vyo- 
let, or more browne than the Violettes) that 

ben 
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ben fulle harde and fulie precy ous : but zifi 
funk men love not hem fo wel as the othere i 
but in fothe to me, I wolde loven hem als 
moche as the othere ; for I have feen hem 
aflayed. Alfo there is an other maner of 
Dyamandes, that ben als white as Criftalle ; 
but thei ben a litylle more trouble: and thet 
ben gode and of gret vertue, and alle thei 
ben fquare and poynted of here owne ky nde. 
And stime ben 6 fquared, sQme 4 fquared and 
slime 3, as nature fchapethe hem* And ther- 
efore whan greteLordes and Knyghtes gon to 
feche Worfchipe in Armes, thei beren gladly 
the Dyamaund upon hem. 

I fchal ipeke a litille more of the Dyamandes, 
alle thoughe I tary e my matere for a ty me, to 
the ende that thei that knowen hem not, be 
not difceyved be f Gabberes, that gon be the , 
Contree, that lellen hem. For whofo wil bye 
the Dyamand, it is nedefulle to him, that he 
knowe hen); be caufe that men counterfeten 
hem often of Criftalle, that is zalow ; and of 
Saphires of cy tryne colour, that is zalow al- 
fo ; and of the Saphire Loupe, and of many 
other Stones. But I telle zou, theife contre- 
fetes ben not fo harde; and alfo the poyntej 
Wil bireken lightly, and men may efily pol- 

* Banatws, F. 
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fiflche hem. Bat stime Werkmen, for malice, 
will not poHilche hem, to that entenr, ta 
ttiaken men beleve, that thei may not ben 
f> ollifcht. But men may aflay he in this ma- 
nere ; Firft fchere with hem or write with 
hem in Saphires, in Criftalle or in other 
precious Stones. Aftre that men taken the? 
Adtemand, that is the Schipmannes Ston, that 
drawethe the Nedle to him, and men leyn 
the Dyamand upon the Ademand, and leyn 
the Nedle before the Ademand ; and zif the 
Dyamand be gode and vertuous, the Ademand 
dtawethe not the Nedle to him, whils the 
Dyamand is there prefent. And this is the 
preef, that thei bezonde the See maken. Na- 
theles it befallethe often tyme, that the gode 
Dyamande lefethe his vertue, be fyiie and fbr 
Rrcontyttcnce of him, that berethe it : and' 
thanne it rs iiedfulle to make it to recoveren 
his vertu aztn, or die it; is of litillc valae. 
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Cap. XV. 

Of the Cuftoms of Ties abouten Ynde; 
Of the difference betwixTdoles and 
Sirmdacres. Of 3 maner growing of 
Peper upon Tree. Of the fVelle $ 
that chaungethe his odour y every hour 
of the day $ and that is Mervaylle* 

IN Tnde ben folic inanye dy vcrfe Contree* : 
and it is cleped Tnde 3 for a Flom, that 
renaahe thorghe out the Cohtree, that isclept 
Tnde. In that Flome men fynden Eles of 30 
Fote long and more a . And the folk that duel-* 
len nyghe that Wacre* bed of evylle colour* 
g?ene and zalow. In Tnde and aboaten Tnde* 
ben mo than 5000 lies, gpde and grete, that: 
men duellen in* with outen tho that ben in- 
habitable, and With outen ©there finale Hes* 
In every Ile^ is gpet plentee of Cytees and of 
Townes and of folk, with outen n ombre b » 
For men of Tnde haa this coodicioun of kynde, 
that thei nevere gon out of here owne Con- 
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tree; and therfore is ther grer multitude of 
peple : but thei beu not ftery nge ne mevable, 
be caufe that thei ben in the firfte Clymat, 
that is of Saturne. And Saturne is floughe 
and litUle mevynge : for he taryethe to make 
his turn be the 12 Signes, 30 Zeer; and the 
Mone paflfethe thorghe the 11 Signes in o 
Monethe. And for be caufe that Saturne is 
of fo late fterynge, therfore the folk of that 
Contree, that ben undre his Clymat, han of 
kynde no wille for to meve ne ftere to feche 
ftrange places. And in oure Contree is alle 
the contrarie. For wee ben in the feventhe 
Gly mat, that is of the Mone. And the Mone 
is of lyghtly mevynge ; and the Mone is Pla* 
riete of Weye : and for that skylle, it zevcthe 
us wille of kynde, for to meve lyghtly, and 
for to go dyverfe weyes, and to iechen ftrange 
thinges and other dyverfitees of the World. 
For the Mone envyrounethe the Erthe more 
haftyly than ony pthere Planete. 

Alfo men gon thorghe Tnde be many dy- 
verfe Contrees, to the grete See Occ ean. And 
aftre men fynden there an He, that is clept 
b Crues: and thidre comen Marchantes of Ve- 
*yje and Gene and of other Marches, for to 

*, Hermes, E. i, 2, 3,4. Crjnes, F. r,l. Grynts, L. 1, i. 
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byen Marchandyfes. But there is fo grete 
liete in tho Marches, and namely in that He; 
that for the grete diftrefle of the hete, mennes 
Ballokkes hangeh doun to here knees, for the 
gret diflblucioun of the Body. And men of 
that Contree, that knowen the manere, lat 
bynde hem up, or elle myghte thei not ly ve; 
and anoynt hem with Oynementes made ther- 
fore, to holde hem up. In that Contree and 
in Ethiofe and in many other Contrees^ the 
folk lyggen alle naked in Ryveres and Wa- 
tres, men and worn men to gedre, c fro ua- 
dump of the day, tille it be pafled the noon. 
And thei Jyen alle in the Watre, laf the vi- 
fege, for the gret hete that there is. And this 
Women haven no fchame of the m$n ; but 
Jyen alle to gidre, fyde to fyde, tille the hete 
be pad. There may men fee many foulfc fi- 
gure aflembled, and namely nyghe the gode 
Townes. In that He ben Schjppes with outfin 
Nayles of Iren or Bonds, for the Roches of 
the Ademandes ; for thei ben alle fulle there 
^boute, in that See, that it is merveyle to 
ipeken of. And zif a Schipp pafled be tho 
Marches, that hadde outher Iren Bondes or 
Iren Nayles, anon he fcholde ben periflcht. 
For the Ademand, of his kyode, drawethe 

* A dffi bora tertia ttfq; ad nonam\ L. 

O 3 the 



198 The Votag andTramtle of 

the Iren to him:: and fo wolde it drawe to 
him the Schipp, becaufe of the Iren ; that he 
fcholde never departen fro it, ne never go> 
rhens. 

Fro that He, men gon be See to another 
He, that is clept Chana, where is gret plen- 
tee of Corn and Wyn : and k was wont to 
ben a gret lie, and a gret Havene and a good ; 
but the See hathe gretly wafted it and over 
comen it. The Kyng of that Contree was 
wont to ben fo ftrong and fo myghty, that he 
helde Werre azenft Kyng Ali/kndre. The 
folk of that Contree han a dy vers Lawe : for 
sttme of hem, worfchipe the Sonne, slime the 
Mone, sttme the Fuy r, sttme Trees, sffcne Ser- 
pentes, or the firft thing that thei n&eeten at 
morwen : and sflme worfchipen Symulacres* 
and sttme Ydoles. But betwene Symulacres and 
Ydoles, is a gret difference. For Symulacres 
ben Ymages made aft re lykneffe of Men or 
of W6men, or of the Sonne or of the Mone t 
or of ony Beft, or of ony kyndely thing ; 
and Ydoles, is an Ymage made of lewed wiflo 
of man, that man may not fynden among 
kyndely thinges ; as an Ymage, that hathe 4 
Hedes, on of a Man, another of an Hors, or 
of an Ox, or of ftira other Beft, that no man 
fcathe feyn aftje kyndely djfcsficioufl, And 
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thei that worfchipen Symulacres, thei wo«^ 
fohipen hem for fum worthi man, that was 
ftm tyme, as Hercuies and many othere, that 
diden many marvayles in here tyme. Fo* 
thei feyn wel, that thei be not Goddes : fo* 
thei knowen wel, that there is a God of kyndeji 
that made ailc thinges ; the whiche is in He* 
vene. But thei knowen wel, that tins may 
not do the Marvayles that he made, but zif 
it had ben be the fpecyalle zifbe of God : and 
therfore thei feyn, that he was wel with God. 
And for be caufe that he was lb wel with God, 
fherfore thei worfchipe him. And fo feya 
thei of the Sonne ; be caufe that he chaungethe 
the tyme and zevethe hete and noriflchethc 
aHe thinges upon Erthe ; and for it is of fo 
gret profile, thei knowe wel v that that royghtp 
not be, but that God lovethe it more than ony 
other thing. And for that skylkjGodhach 
:poven it more gret vertue in the Work! : the*- 
fbre it is gode refoun, as thei feyn, to don it 
Worfchipe and Reverence. And fo feyn thci, 
that maken here refounes, of othere Pianetcs; 
and of the Fuy r alio, becaufe it is fo profita- 
ble. And of Ydoles, thei feyn atfo* that the 
Ox is the mofte holy Beft, that is in Erthe,. 
«nd moft pacyent and more profitable than 
qny other, For he dothe good y now, aod 
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he dothe non evylle. And thci knowen wcl % 
that it may not be with outen fpecyalle gracQ 
of God : and therfore maken thei here God, 
of an Ox, the on part, and the other halfon 7 
dcllc of a Man : becaufe that man is the mod 
poble creature in Erthe ; and alio for he hathe 
Lordfchipe abo yen alle Belles : therfore mak$ 
thei thehalfendel of Ydole of a man upwardes, 
and the tother half of an Ox dounward^s : 
And of Serpentes and of other Beftes, and 
dy verfe thinges, that thei worfchipen, that 
thei qaeten firft at Morwe. And thei worfchipep 
alfo fpecyally alle tho that thei han gode 
jneetynge of; and whan thei fpeden wel in 
here iorneye, aftre here meetynge ; and name* 
ly Cliche as thei hap preyed and aflayed be ex* 
perience of longe tyme. For thei feyn, th^t 
thilke gode meetynge ne may not come, but 
of the grace of God. And therfore th$i 
maken Ymages lyche to tho thinges, that thei 
ban beleeve inne, for to beholden hem and 
worfchipen hem firft at morwe, or thei meeten 
; ony contrarious thipges. And there ben alio 
iumCriftenemen, that feyn, that sQme Beftes 
han gode meetypge, that is to feye, for to 
tnctte with hem firft at morwe ; and sttme 
&(ies wykked meetynge : and that thei han 
preyed ofte tyipe, th$t t{ie J-fare h^the fulje 
: evylle 
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evylle meetynge,'and Swyn, and many oth(gre 
JJeftes. And the Sp^rhauk and other Foules 
of Raveyne, whan thei fleen aftre here praye, 
and take it before men of Armes, it is a gode 
Signe: and zif he fayle of takynge his pray e, 
it is an eyyile fygne. : And alio to fuche folk, 
it is an eyyile meetynge of Ravenes. la 
theife thinges and in fuche othere, , ther ben 
many folk, that beleeyen ; becaufe it happenr 
cthe fo often tyme to falle, aftre here fanta- 
fyes. And alfo there ben men ynowe, that 
han no beleve in hem. And fithe that Cri- 
(|:ene men han fuche beleeve, that ben en- 
formed and taughte alle day, be holy do&ryne, 

where inne thei fchold beleeve, it is not mar* 
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vaylle thanoe, that the Taynemes* that han 
no gode Dodtryne, but only of here nature, 
beleeven more largely, for here iymplencfTe. 
And treuly I have ften of Taynemes and Sar 
fazines* that men clepen Augurynes, that 
whan wee ryden in Armes in dyverfc Con- 
trees, s upon oure Enemy es, be the flyenge of 
Foules, thei wolde telle us the prpnofticaci- 
puns of thinges that felle aftre : . and fo thei 
fjiden fulle often tymes, and profreden here 
Jiedes to wedde, but zif it wolde Talle { as the/ 
fey den. But natheles ther fore fcholde noght 
I man putten his beleeve; in fu<?h$ {hinges ;> 

but 
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but always han futte truft and bcieeve in God 
oure Sovereyn Lord. This He of Ghana, the 
Sarazines han wSnea and holdeu. In tbw 
He ben many Lyotms, and many ©there wyldo 
Belles. And there ben Rattes.in that He, als 
grete as Houndes here : and men taken hem 
with grete Maftyfes ; for Oattes inay not take 
hem. In this He and many othere, men be* 
rye not no dede men : for the hcte is there 
fo gret, that in a litylle tyme the f lefchc wi§ 
corifiime 4to the Bones. 

Fro thens men gon be See toward Tnie the 
more, to a Cy tee that men clepen 4 Sarchv y 
chat is a fair Cy tee and a gode : and there 
daeflen many Criftene men of gode Feythe : 
and there ben manye religious men, and name- 
ly of Mendynantts. Aftre gon men be See> 
to the Lond of Lomb. In that Lend grow*? 
ethe the Peper, in theToreft that men clcpea 
Cbmbtr ; and it growcthe no where elle ii\ 
alle the World, but in that Foreft : and that 
dureth wel art 18 iourneyes in lengthe. In th& 
Foreft ben % gode Cytee§ ; that on highte Fla* 
drive, and that other ZingtantSL And m 
every of hem, duefkn Criftene men, and 
Jewesy gret plentee. For k is a gode Con^ 

* Sarthye, E. I. Sarchys, E. 4. Stefan F. I. Zarcku, P.*. 
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tree and a pkntefous : but there is over meche 
pafiynge here. And zee fchuile imdirftonde, 
that the Peper growethe, in maner as dothe 
a wyide Vyne, that is planted fafte by the 
Trees of that Wode> for to fiiftey nen it by, 
as dothe the Vyne, And the Frwyt therof 
hangethc in manere as Reyfynges. And the 
Tree is fo thikke charged, that it ietneth* 
that it wolde breke : and whan it is ripe, k 
is alte grene as it were Ivy Beryes ; and than 
men Jky tten hem, as men don the Vyoes, and 
than thei patten ifc upon an Owven, and there 
it ^axethe blakandcrifp. And there is 3 maner 
of Peper, alle upon o Tree ; long Peper, blak 
Peper, and white Peper. The long Pepqr l&cti 
clepeti Sorbotyn ; and the blak Peper is clept 
Fulfaile, and the white Peper is clept Band. 
The long Peper comethe firft, whan the Lef 
begynnethe to come ; , and it is lyche the Chat* 
tes of Hafelle, that comethe before the Lef, 
tad it hangethe iowe. And alfee comethe 
the biake with the Lef, in raanerc of Ckrflres 
ofReyfinges, alle grene: and whan pen ha« 
gadred it, than comethe the whitei that is 
fomdelle lafTe than the biake ; and of that 
jnen bryngen but litille ro to this Cootree ; 
for th^i fczoQcfcn with hojdenk for hem feff, 

he 
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be caufe it is betterc and more attempree in 
kynde, than the blake : and thcrfore is ther 
not fo gret plentee as of the blake. In that 
Contree ben manye manere of Serpentes and 
of other Vermyn, for the gret hete of the 
Contree and of the Peper. And sflme men 
ieyn, that whan thei will gadre the Peper, 
*hei maken Fuyr, and brennen aboute, to 
make the Serpentes and the Cokedrilles to 
flee. But fave here grace of alle that feyn fb. 
,For zif thei brenten abouten the Trees, that 
•beren, the Peper fcholden # ben brent, and it 
wolde dry en up alle the vertue, as of ony o- 
ther thing : and than thei diden hemfelf mochc 
harm; and thei fcholde never e quenched the 
Fuyr. But thus thei don ; thei anoynten here 
Hondes and here Feet with a juyce made of 
Snayles and of othcre thinges, ifaade therfore ; 
of the whiche the Serpentes and the veny- 
mous Belles haten and dreden the Savour: 
and that makethe hem flee before hem, be- 
caufe of the fmelle ; and than thei gadren it 
fcurly ynow. 

Alio toward the heed of that Foreft, is the 
Cy tee of Tolombe. And above the Cytec is 
is a gfete Mountayne, that alfo is clept ¥0- 
lombe : and of that Mount, the Cytee harfje 
fts name. And at the Foot of that Mount, 

is 
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is a fayr Welle and a gret, that hathe odouf. 
and favour of alle Spices ; and at every hour 
of the day, he chaungethe his odour and his 
favour dyvetfely. And whofo drynkethe 3 
tymes fading of that Watre of that Welle, 
he is hool of alle maner fykenefTe, that he 
hathe. And thei thatduellen there and drynken 
often of that Welle, thei nevere han Seke- 
nefle, and thei femen alle.weys zonge., I have 
dronken there of 3 or 4 fithes ; and zit, me- 
thinkethe, I fare the better. Sum men cleperi 
it the Welle of Zouthe : for thej that often 
drynken there of, femen alle weys Zongly, 
and ly ven with outen Sykenefle. And mea 
feyn, that that Welle comethe out of T.ara~ 
dys : and therfore it is fo vertuous. Be alle 
that Contree growethe gpde Gyngevere : and 
therfore thidre gon the Marchauntes for Spi- 
cerye. In that Lond Men worfchipen the 
Ox, for his fymplenefle and for his mekeneile 
and for the profite that comethe of him. And 
thei feyn, that he is the holy eft Bed in Erthe. 
For hem femethe, that whofo evere be. meke 
and pacyent, he is holy and profitable : for 
thanne thei feyn, he hathe alle vermes in 
him. , Thei maken the Ox to laboure 6 zeer 
or 7, and than thei ete him. And the Kyng 
of the, Contree hathe alle wey an Ox with 

him : 
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him : and he that kepethe him, hathe cVer jf 
day grcte fees, and kepethe every day his 
t^ong* and bis Uiryne in 2 VefTdles of Gold, 
and bryngen it before here Prelate, that the! 
depenrArchiprotopapdton ; and he berethe it 
before the Kyng* and makethe there over a 
gret bldftynge ; and than the Kyng wetethe 
his Hondes there, in that thei clepen Gaul* 
and anyntethe his front and his Bred : and 
aftre he frotethe him with the Dong and with 
the Uryne with gret reverence, for to ben 
fulfih of vermes of the Ox, and made holy 
be the vertue of that holy thing* that nought 
is worche. And whan the Kyng hathe don* 
tbanne don the Lordes ; and afcre hem here 
Mynyftres and other men, zif thei may have 
opy remenant. in that Contree thei raaken 
Ydoles, half Man, half Ox ; and in tho Ydoles* 
eville Spirites fpeken and zeven anfwerc to 
men, of what is asked hem. Before tbetfe 
Ydoles* men fleen here Children many ty toes* 
and fpryngen the Blood upon the Ydoles ; 
and fo thei maken here Sacrifife. And whan 
©lay man dyethe in the Contree, thei brennen 
his Body in name of Penance* to that entente 
that he fuflre no peyne in Erthe, to ben eten 
of Wormes. And zif his Wif have no Child* 
thei brenne hire with htm ; and feyn, that it 

• 
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ts refbtin, that fche make him companye in 
that other World, a* fche did in this. But 
and fche have Children with him, thei leten 
hire lyve with hem, to brynge hem up, zif 
fche wole. And zif that fche love more to 
lyve with here Children, than for to dye with 
hire Husbonde, men holden hire for fels and 
curled : ne tehee fcballe never ben loved ne 
traded of the peple. And zif the Woman 
dye before the Husbonde, men brennen him 
with hire, zif that he wole ; and zif he wil 
not, no man conftreynethe him thereto ; but 
he may wedde another tyme with ourea 
blame and reprcef. In that Cootreegro wen ma- 
ny e flronge Vy nes 2 and the WSmen drynkca 
Wyn, and men not: and the Women fchaven 
hire Berdes, and the men not. 
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C a p. XVI. 

Of the Domes made be feynt Thomas* 
Of Devocyoun and Sacrifice made to 
Ydoles there > in the Cytee of Cala- 
mye j and of the procejjioun in go- 
ynge aboute the Cytee. 

FROM that Contree men paflen be many 
Marches, toward a Contree, a 10 tour- 
ney es thens, that is clept Mabaron : and it is 
a gret Kyngdom, and it hathe many faire Cy- 
tees and Townes. In that Kybgdom lithe the!, 
body of feynt Thomas the Apoftle, in Flefche 
and Bon, in a faire Tombc, in the Cytee of 
Calamye :. for there he was martyred and bu- 
ry ed. But men oiAJfirie beeren his Bodye in 
to Mefopatayme^ in to the Cytee of Edijfe t 
and aftre, he was broughte thidre azen. And 
the Arm and theHond, (that he putte in oure 
Lordes fyde, whan he appered to him, aftre 
his Refurrexioun, and fey de to him, Noliejfe 
inctedulus^ fet fidelis) is zit lyggynge in a 
Veflelle with outen the Tombft And be that 
6 Hood 
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Hdnd thei maketi alle here Juggeraentes, in 
the Contree, whofo hathe righte or wrong. 
For whan ther is ony diflenrioun betwene z 
partyes, and every of hem meyntenethe his 
Caufe, and fey th, that his Caufe is rightfulle, 
and that other fey the the contrarye, thanhe 
bottle parryes writen here Catifes in x Billcs, 
and putten hem in the Hond of feynt Tho- 
mas ; and anon he cadet he awey the Bille of 
the wrong Caufe, and holdethe ttille the Bille 
with the righte Caufe. And therfore men 
comen from fer Contrees to have Jttggcment 
of doutable Caufes: and other Juggement 
ufen thei non there. Alio the Chirche, where 
feynt Thomas lythe, is bothe gret and fair, 
and alle fulle of grete Simnlacr es : and tho 
ben grete Ymages, that thei clepen here 
Goddes ; of the whiche, the lefte is als gret 
as x men. And amonges theife o there, there 
is a gret Ymage, more than ony of the othere, 
that is alle covered with fyn Gold and pre- 
cyous Stones and riche Perles : and that Ydole 
is the God of felfe Crift'ene, that han reneyed 
hire Feythe. And it fyttethe in a Chayere 
of Gold, fulle nobely arrayed ; and he hathe 
aboute his Necke, large Gy rdles> wroughte of 
Gold and precyous Stones and Perles. And 
this Chirche is fulle richely wroughte, and 
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allc over gylt with inne. And to that Ydole 
gbn men on Pylgrimage, als, comounly and 
with als gret Pevocioun, asCriftene men gon 
to feynt James, or other holy Pilgrimages. 
And many folk that comen fro fer Londes, 
to feche that Ydole, for the gret devocy- 
oun that thei ban, thei loken nevere upward, 
but evere more down to the Erthe, for drede 
to fee ony thing aboute hem, that fcholde 
lette hem of here Devocyoun. And stlme 
ther ben, that gon on Pilgrimage to this Y- 
dple, that bereti Knyfes in hire Hondes, that 
ben made folle fcene and fcharpe ; and alle 
weyes, as thei gon, thei fmyten hem lelf in 
here, Armes and in here Legges and in here 
Thyes, with many hydoule Woundes ; and 
fo thei fcheden here Blood, for love of that 
Ydole. And thei feyn, that he is Netted and 
holy, that dyethe fo for love of his God. 
And qthere there ben, that leden hire Chil- 
dren, for to fie, to make Sacrifife to that Y- 
dole : and aftre thei han ilayn hem, thei 
fpryngen the Blood upon the Ydole. And 
sQrae ther ben, that come fro ferr, apd in 
goynge toward this Ydoh, at every thrydde 
pas, that thei gon fro here Hows, thei knelen ; 
and fo contynuen tflle thei come thidre : and 
whan thei comen there, thei taken Enfenfe 
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and other aromatyk thinges of noble Smelle, 
and fenfen the Ydole, as we wojde don here, 
Goddes precyoufe Body. And fo comen folk 
to worfchtpe this Ydole, fum fro an hundred 
Myle, and stime fro many mo. And before 
the Mynftre of this Ydole, is a a Vy vere, in 
maner of a gret Lake, fulle of Watre : and 
there in Pilgrymes caften Gold and Sylver, 
Perles and precyous Stones, with outen nom- 
bre, in ftede of Offiynges. And whan the 
Mynyftres of that Chirche neden to maken 
ony reparacyoun of the Chirche or of ony 
of the Ydoles, thei taken Gold and Silver, 
Perles and precyous Stones out of the Vy- 
vere, to quyten the Cottages of fiiche thing 
as thei maken or reparen ; fo that no thing 
is fawty, but anon it fchaile ben amended. 
And zee fchulle undirftonde, that whan grete 
Feftes and Solempny tecs of that Ydole, as the 
Dedicacioun of the Chirche, and the throny nge 
of the Ydole bet he, alle the Contree aboute 
meten there to gidere ; and thei fetten this 
Ydole upon a Chare with gret reverence, wel 
arrayed with Clothes of Gold, of riche Clothes 
of Tartarye y of Camacaa, and other precy- 
ous Clothes ; and thei leden him aboute the 
Cytee with gret folempnytee. And before 

» Viver, F. that is, a Fifli Pool / 
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jhfc Chare, gon firft in proccflicup allc the 
.May denes of the Contree, % and x tQ gidere, 
fullc ordynatly. And afcre tho May den ee, 
gon the Pilgrymes. And sGme of hem falle 
doun undrc the Wheles of the Chare, and lat 
the Chare gon over hem} fo that thei ben. 
dede anon. And sCme han here Armes or 
here Lymes alle to broken, and some the 
fydes : and alle this don thei for love of hire 
God, in gret Devockmn. And he thinkethe, 
that the more peyne and the more tribulaci- 
oun, that thei fttffren for love of here God, 
the more ioye thei ichulle have in another 
World. And fchortly to feye zou ; thei fuf- 
fren fo grete peynes and fo harde marryr- 
domes, for love of here Ydole, that a Cri- 
ftene man, 1 trowe, durfl not taken upon him 
the tenthe part of the peyne, for love of oure 
Lord Jheju Crift. And aftre, I feye zou, 
before the Chare, gon alle the Mynftrclles of 
the Con trey, with outen nombre, with dy- 
yerfe Inftrumentes ; and thei maken alle the 
melody e, that thei cone. And whan thei 
han gon alle aboute the Cytee, thanne thei 
returnen azen to theMynftre, andputtenthe 
Ydole azen in to his place. And thanne, for 
the love and in worfchipe of that Ydole, and 
for the reverence of the Fefte, thei flen hem- 
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felf, a zoo or 3 00 perfbnes,with fcharpe Kny fes, 
of the whichc thei bryngca the bodycs be- 
fore the Ydole ; and than thei feyn, that tho 
ben Seyntes, be caufe that therflowen hem-: 
felf of here owne gode willc, for love of here. 
Ydole. And as men here, that hadde an ho- 
ly Seynt of his kyn, wolde thinke, that it 
were to hem an htghe worfchipe, right fo hem 
thinkethe there. And as men here devoutly 
Wolde writen hoJy Seyntes Lyfes and here 
Myrades, and iewen for hereCanonizaciouns, 
righte fo don thci there, for hem that fleen 
hem felf wilfully, for love of here Ydole ; and 
ieyn, that thei ben glorioufe Marty res and 
Seyntes, and piitten hem in here Wrytynges 
and in here Leranyes, and avaunten hem gret-' 
ly on to another of here holy Kynnefraen, 
that fo become Seyntes ; and feyn, I have mo 
holy Seyntes in my Kynrede, than thou in 
thin. And the Cuftome alio there is this, 
that whan thei that han fuch Qevocioun and 
entenr, for to fle him felf, for love of his God, 
thei fenden for alle here Frendes, and han 
'gret plentee of mynftrelle, aud thei gon be- 
fore the Ydole ledynge him, that wil fle him- 
felf for fuch devocioun, betwene hem with 
gret reverence. And he alle naked hath a ful 
icharp Knyf in his hond, and he cuttethe a 
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gret pece of his Flefchc and caftethe it in the 
face of his Ydole, feyenge hisOryfounes, re- 
comendynge him to his God : and than he 
fmytethe himfblf, and makethe grete Woundes 
and depe here and there, tille he falle doon 
ded. And than his Frendes prefenten his Bo- 
dy to the Ydole; and than thei feyn, fyng- 
y nge, Holy God, behold what thi trewe Ser- 
vant hath don for the ; he hathe forfaken his 
Wif and his Children and his Ricchefle and 
alle the Godes of the Worlde and his owne 
Lyf, for the love of the, and to make the 
Sacrifife of his Flefche and of his Blode. 
Wherfore, Holy God, putte him among thi 
befte beiovede Seyntes in thi Blifle of Para- 
dys : for he hathe wel diflerved it. And tjjjan 
thei maken a gret Fuyr, and brennen the Bo- 
dy : and thanne every che of his Frendes ta- 
ken a quantyte of the Aflches, and kepen 
hem in ftede of Relykes, and feyn, that it is 
a holy thing. And thei have no drede of no 
perile, whils thei han tho holy Aflches upon 
hem. And thei putten his name in here Le- 
tanyes, as a Seynt. 
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Of the evylk Cufiotns ufed in the Tie of 
Lamary: and how the Erthe and the 
See ben of round Forme andfchapp y 
be pref of the Sterre y that is clept 
Ant arty k y that is fix in the S out he. 

FRO that Cootree go men be the See Oc- 
cean, and be many dyverfe Yles, and 
be many Contrees, that were to longe fot 
to telle of. And a $z iorneyes fro this Lond, 
that I have fpoken of, there is another Lond, 
that is fulle gret, that men ciepen Lamary, 
Jn that Lond is fulle gret Hete : and the Cuftom 
there is fiich, that men and women gon alle 
.naked. And thei fcorncn, whan thei feea 
ony ftrange Folk goynge clothed. And thei 
feyn, that God made Adam and Eve alle 
naked ; and that no man fcholde fchame, that 
is of kyndely nature. And thei feyn, that 
thei that ben clothed, bpn folk of another 
World, or thei ben folk, that trowen not in 
God. And thei feyn, that thei beleeven in 
pod, that formede the World, and that made 
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Adam and Eve, and alle other thinges. And 
thei wedden, there no Wy fes : for alle the 
Women there ben cSmoun, and thei forfake 
no man. And thei feyq, thei fynnen, zif 
thei refufen ony man : and fo Gpd comaund- 
ed to Adam and Eve, and ro alle th#t comen 
of him, whan he ieyde, Crefcite ® multi- 
flicamini, & replete Terr am. And therfore 
may no man in that Contree feyn> This is my 
Wyf: ne no WCraan may feye, This is myn 
Husbonde. And whan thei ban Children, 
thei may zeven hem to what man thei wole, 
that hathe company ed with hem. And aJfb 
alle the Lond is comoun : for alle that a man 
holdethe o zeer, another man hathe it ano- 
thcr zeer. And every man tafcethc what part 
that him lykcthc. And alfo alle the Godes 
of the Lond ben comoun, Cornes and alle 
other thinges : for no thing there is clept in 
clos, ne no thing there is undur Lok ; and 
every man there takcthe what he wole, with 
outen ony contradiccioun : and als riche is o 
man there, as is another. But in that Con- 
tree, there is a curfed Cuftom : for thei eten 
more gladly mannes Flefche, than ony other 
Flefche : and zit is that Contree habundant 
of Flefche, of Fiflche, of Comes, of Gold and 
Sylver, and of alle pther Godes. Thidre gon 
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Marcbauntes, and bryngen with hem Chil- 
dren, to fclle to hem of theContree,; and thei 
byzen hem: and zif thei ben fatce, theieten 
hem anon ; and zif thei ben lene, ' thei ieden 
hem, title thei beu fatte, and thanne thei eten 
hem: and. thei fcyn, that it is the beft F*U ichc 
and the fwettcft of.alle the World. In chat 
Lond, ne in many othete bezonde that, no 
man may fee the Sterrc tranfmontanc, that 
is clept the Sterre of the See, that i$ unmcv** 
ble, and that is toward the Noxthe, that we 
clepen the Lode Sterre. . But men feen ano- 
ther Sterre, the contrarie to him, that is toward 
theSouthe, that is clept dntartyk. And right 
as the Schip men taken here Avys here, and 
go Verne hem be the Lode Sterre> right Co 
don Schip men bezondo the parties, be the 
Sterre of the Southe, the whiche Sterre ap- 
perethe not to us. And this Sterre, (hat is 
toward the Northe, that wee clepen the Lode 
Sterre, ne apperethe not to hem. For whiche 
caufe, men may wel percey ve, that the Lond 
and the See ben of rownde fchapp and forme. 
For the partie of the Firmament lchewethe in 
Contree, that lchewethe not in another Con- 
tree. And men may well preven be experi- 
ence and fotyle compaflement of Wytt, that 
zif a man fond paflages be Schippes, that 
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wolde go to ferchen the World, men myghtc 
go be Schippe alle ahoute the World, and a- 
bovejn and benethen. The whiche thing I 
prove thus, aftre that I have feyn. For J 
have ben toward the parties of Bratan, and 
beholden 9 the Aftrolabre, that the Sterre that 
is clept the Transmontayne, is 53 Degrees 
highe. And more forthere in Almayne and 
h Bewme J it hathe 5-8 Degrees. And more 
fbrthe toward the parties feptemtrioneles, it 
istfx Ddgtees of heghte, and certeynMynutes. 
For I my felf have mefured it by the Aftro- 
labre. Now fchulle ze knowe, that azen the 
Tranfinontayne> is the tother Sterre, that is 
$&\x. Ant arty ke\ as I have fey d before- And 
tho x Sterres ne meeven nevere. And be 
hem turnethe alle the Firmament, righte as 
dothe a Wheel, that turnethe be his Axille 
Tree : fo that tho Sterres beren the Firma- 
ment in x egalle parties ; fo that it hathe als 
mochel aboven, as it hathe benethen. Aftre 
this, I have gon toward the parties meridio- 
nals, that is toward theSouthe: and I have 
founden, that in Lybye, men feen firft the; 
Sterre Ant arty k. And fo fer I have gon more 

• In our Author's time, Aftrottomers had attain'd but very 
little accuracy in taking Observations. 
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forthe in tho Contrees, that I have foundc 
that Stcrrc more highe ; fo that toward the 
highe Ly6ye, it is 18 Degrees of heghte, and 
certey a- Minutes (of the whiche, ,<fo Minutes 
maken a Degree) Aftre goynge be See and 
beLonde, toward this Contree, of that I have 
ipoke, and to other Yles and Londes bezonde 
that Contree, I have founden the Sterrey/*- 
tartyk of 33 Degrees of heghte, and mo my- 
Hutes. And zif I hadde had Companye and 
Schippynge, for to go more bezonde, I trovve 
wel in certeyn, that wee Icholde have feen allc 
the roundneffe of the Firmament alle aboute. 
For as I have ieyd zou be forn, the half of 
the Firmament is betwene tho x Stefres : the 
whiche halfondelle I have feyn. And of the 
tother halfondelle, I have feyn toward the 
Northe, undre the Tranjniontane 6z Degrees 
and 10 Mynutcs ; and toward the partie nje- 
ridionalle, I have feen undre the Ant arty k 3 3 
Degrees and 16 Mynutes : and thanne die 
halfondelle of the Firmament in alle, ne hold- 
ethe not but 180 Degrees. Aud of tho 180, 
I have feen 6z on that o part, and 3 i on that 
other part, that ben 95* Degrees, and nyghe 
the halfondelle of a Degree ; and fo there ne 
faylethe but that I have feen alle the Firma- 
ment, faf 84 Degrees and the halfondelle of 
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a Degree ; and that \i not the fourthe part of 
the Firmament. For the 4 partie of the round- 
nefle of the Firmament hojt 90 Degrees ; fo 
there faylethe but 5 Degrees and an half, of, 
the fourthe partie. And alio I have feen the 
3, parties of alle the ronndnefie of the Firma- 
ment, and more zit 5 Degrees and an half. Be 
the whiche I feye zou certeynly, tjjat men < 
may envirowne alle tbe Erthe of aile the ■ 
Worid, . as wel undre as aboven, jand tujrqen . 
azen to his Contree, that hadde Companye: 
and Schippynge and Cbnduy t : and alle wcyes * 
he.icholde fynde Men, Londes, and YJes, 
als wel as in this Contree. Fpr zee wy ten 
wejle,. that thei that ben toward the An tar- 
tykj thei ben ftreghre, feet azen feet of hem, 
that dwellen undre the tranfmontane ; als wel < 
as wee and thei that dwellyn under us> ben 
feet azenft feet. For alle the parties of See 
and of Lond han here appofitees, habitahles 
or trepaflabjes, and thei of this half and be- 
zond half And wytethe wel, that aftre that, 
that I may parceyve and comprehende, the 
Londes of Treftre Jobn> Emperour of Tnde 
ben undre us. For in goynge from Scot lond , 
or from Englond toward Jeru/aUm, mengon 
upward al wey s. For oure Lond is in the lo we 
partie of the Erthe, toward the Weft : and 
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the Lond of Treftre Jcfbn is the lowe partic 
of the Erthe, toward the Eft : and thei haa 
there the day, whan wee have the nyghte, 
and alfo highe to the contrarie, thei han the 
nyghte, whan wee ban the Day. For the 
Erthe and the See ben of round forme and 
fchapp, as I have feyd beforn. And that 
that men gon upward to o Coft, men gon 
dounward to another Coft. Alfo zee have 
herd me feye b , that J erujakm is in the myd- 
des of the World; and that may men preven 
and fcheweh there, be a Spere, that is pighte 
in to the Erthe, upon the hour of mydday, 
whan it is Equfcnoxinm, that fchewerhe no 
fchadwe on no fyde. And that it fcholde ben 
in the myddes of the World, 'David wytne£ 
fethe it in the Tfautre, where he feythe, 
c <Deus of er at us eft falute in medio Terre. 
Thanne thei that parten fro the parties of 
the Weft, for to go toward Jeru/alem, als 
many iorneyes as thei gon upward for to go 
thidre, in als many iorneyes may thei gon fro 
Jerufalem r unto other Confynyes of the Su- 
pcrficialtie of the Erthe bezonde. And whan 
men gon bezonde tho iourney es, toward Tnde 
and to the foreyn Yles, alle is envyrbnynge 
the toundnefle of the Erthe and of the See, 
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undre oure Contrees on this half. And ther- 
fore hathe ic befallen many ty mes of o thing, 
that I have herd cownted, whan I was zong; 
how a worthi man departed fomtymc from 
oure Contrees, for to go ierche the World. 
And fohe parted Tnde y and the Yles bezonde 
Tnde, where ben too than 5*000 .Yles ; and fo 
longe he wente be See and Lond, and fo en- 
viround the World be many feyfons, that he 
fond an Yle, where he herde fpeke his owne 
Langage, callynge on Oxen in the Plowghe, 
iuche Wbrdes as men fpeken to Beftes in his 
owne Contree : whereof he hadde gret Mer- 
vayle: for he knewe not how it myghte 
be, But I feye, that he had gon fo longe, be 
Londe and be See, that he had envyround alle 
the Erthe, that he was comen azen enviroun- 
ynge 9 that is to feye, goy nge aboute, unto 
his owne Marches, zif he wolde have pafled 
forthe, til he had founden his Contree a'nd his 
owne knouleche. But he turned azen from 
thens, from whens he was come fro ; and fo 
he lode moche peynefulle labour, as himfelf 
ieyde, a gret while aftre, that he was comen 
horn. For it befelle aftre, that he wente in 
to Norweye ; and there Tempcft of the See 
tojce hin^ ; and he arry ved in an Yle ; and 
whan he was in that Yle, he knew wel, that 
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it was the Yle, where he had herd fpeke his 
owne Langage before, and the callyoge of the 
Oxen at the Plowghe ; apd that was potfiblc 
thinge. But how it fejn$;he to fynpple men 
unlerned, that men ne mo we not go undrc 
the Erthe, and alio that men fcholde #UIe to- 
ward the Hevene, fromundre! But that may 
not be, upon lefle, than wee mowe falje to* 
ward Hevene, fro the Erthe, where wee ben; 
For fro what part ie of the Erthe,. that metl 
duelle, outher aboven or beneth^n, it femethc 
alweys to hem that duellen, that thei god 
more righte than ony other folk. And righte 
as it iemethe to us, that thei ben undre us, 
righte fo it feme the h$m, : that wee ben tindre 
hem. For zif a man myghte falle fro the 
Erthe unto the Firmament ; be grettere re ? 
foun, the Erthe and the See,, that ben fogrete 
and fo hevy, fcholde fallen to the Firmament: 
but that may not be : and therfore feithe oure 
Lord God, Non timeas me, qut, fufpendi 
Terra ex nhbilo ? And .^Ue be |t, that it be 
poflible thing, that men may fo envyronne 
alle the World, natheles of a 1000 perfbnes* 
on ne myghte not happen to retarget* in to 
his Coptree. For, for the gretneile pf the 
Erthe and of the See, men may go be a icoo 
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and a rooo other weyes, that no man cowde 
redye him perfitely toward the parties that he 
cam fro, bat zif it were be aventure and happ, 
or be the grace of God. For the Erthc is 
folk large ami ftille gret, and holt in round- 
nefle and aboute envyroun, be aboven and be 
benethed %oqi$ Myles, aftre the opynyoun 
of the olde wile Aftronomercs. And here 
Seyenges I repreve noughte. But aftre my 
lytyllfe wytf, it femethe me, favynge here re- 
Terence, that it is more. And for to have 
bcttere underftondynge, I feye thus, Be ther 
ymagyned a Figure, that hathe a gret Com- 
pas; and aboute the poynt of the gret 'Com* 
pas, that is clept the Centre, be made ano- 
ther litille Compas : than aftre, be (he gret 
Compas devifed be Lines in manye parties ; 
and that alie the Lyoes meeten at the Centre ; 
fo that in as many parties, as the grete Com- 
pas fchal be departed, in als maoye, fchalle 
be departed the litille, that is aboute the Cen- 
tre, alle be it, that the fpaces ben lefle. Now 
thanne, be the gret compas reprelented for 
the firmament, and the litille compas re- 
preiented for the Erthe. Now thanne the 
Firmament is devyfed, be Aftronomeres, in 
i% Signes; and every Signe is devyfed in 
30 Degrees, that is 360 Degrees, that the 
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firmament hathe aboven. Alio, be the Erthe 
devyfed in als many parties* as the Fir* 
mament ; and lat every party e anfwere to a 
Degree of the Firmament: and wytethe it 
wel, that aftre the Au<3toures of Aftronomye, 
700 Furlonges of Erthe anfweren to a Degree 
of the Firmament; and tho ben 87 Miles and 
4 Furlonges. Now be that here mukiplyed 
be 3 60 fithes ; and than thei ben 3 1 £ooMyles* 
every of 8 Furlonges* aftre My les of oure Con - 
tree. So moche hathe the Erthe in round* 
nefle, and of heghte enviroun* aftre myn o- 
pynyoun and myn undirftondynge. And zee 
fchulle undirftonde, that aftre the opynyoun 
bf olde wife Philofbphres and Aftronomeres, 
oure Contree ne lYelond ne Wales ne Scot- 
land ne Norweye ne the other Yles coftyngp 
to hem, ne ben not in the fuperficyalte cbwnt- 
ed aboven the Erthe ; as it fchewcthe be alle 
the Bokes of Aftronomye. For the Superfici- 
altee of the Erthe is departed Iti 7 parties* fo* 
the 7 Planetes: and tho parties ben cleptCly- 
mates. And oure parties be not of the 7 Cly- 
mates : for thei ben defcendy iige toward the 
Weft. And alfo thefe Yles of Tnde, which 
beth evene azenft us, beth noght reckned in 
the Climates : for thei ben azenft us, that bed 

CL ih 






2 2 6 The Voiage and Travatle of 

In the lowe Contree. And the 7 Clymate* 
ftrecchen hem envyrounynge the World. 

Cap. XVIII. 

Of the Palays of the Kyng of the Tie 
of Java* Of the Trees, that heren 
Mele y Hony y Wyn and Venym j and 
of other e Mervayilles and Cufiomes^ 
ufed in the Ties marchinge therea* 
bouten. 

BES YDE that Yle that 1 have fpoken oft 
there is another Yle, that is clept Su- 
mobor> that is a gret Yle : and theKyng there* 
of is righte myghty. The folk of that Yle 
maken hem alvveys to ben marked in the vi- 
lage with an hote Yren, bothe men and wo- 
men, for gret noblefle, for to ben knowen 
from other folk. For thei holden hem felf 
jnofl: noble and mod worthi of alle the World. 
And thei han Werre alle weys with the folk 
that gon alle naked. And fade befyde is ano- 
ther Yle, that is clept a Betemga* that is a 

f Betheyna, F. z. 

gode 
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£ode Yle and a plentyfous. And many other 
Vies ben there aboute ; where there ben ma- 
ny of dyverfe folk: of the whiche it were to 
longe to fpeke of alle. 

But faft befyde that Yle, for to pafTe be 
See, is a gret Yle and a gret Contree, that 
men clepen Java: and it is nyghe loooMyle 
in circuyt. And the Kyng of that Contree 
is a fulle gret Lord and a ry che and a myghty, 
and hathe undre him 7 other Kynges of 7 o- 
ther Yles abouten hym. This Yle is fulle 
Wei inhabyted, and fblle wel manned. There 
growen alle maner of Spicerie, more plenty- 
fous liche than in ony other Contree ; as of 
Gyngevere, Clowegylofres, Canelle, Zede- 
walle, Notemuges and Maces. And wytethe 
wel, that the Notemuge berethe the Maces. 
For righte As the Note of the Hafelle hathe 
an Husk with outen, that the Note is clofed 
in, til it be ripe; and aftre fallethe out ; righte 
fo it is of the Notemuge and of the Maces. 
Manye other Spices and many other Godes 
growen in that Yle. For of alle thing is there 
plenty, faf only of Wyn : but there is Gold 
and Silver gret plentee. And the Kyng of 
that Contree hathe a Paleys fulle noble and 
fulle marveyllous, and more riche than ony 
in the World. For alle the Degrez to gon up 
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in to Halles and Chambres, ben on of Gold 
another of Sylver. And alfo the Pavmentes 
of Halles and Chambres ben alle fquare, on 
of Gold and another of Sylver : and alle the 
Walles with inne ben covered with Gold and 
Sylver, in fyn Plates : and in tho Plates ben % 
Stories and Batayles of Knyghtes enleved. 
And the Crounes and the Cercles abouten here 
Hedes ben made of precious Stones and riche 
Perles and grete. And the Halles and the 
Chambres of the Palays ben alle covered with 
inne with Gold and Sylver : fo that no man 
wolde trowe the richefle of that Palays, but he 
had ieen it. And witethe wel, that theKyng of 
that Yle is fo myghty, that he hathe many 
tymes overcomen the grete Cane of Cathay 
in B at ay lie y that is the mod gret Emperour 
that is undre the Firmament, outher bezonde 
the See or on this half. For thei han had* 
often tyme Werre betwene hem, be caule that 
the grete Cane wolde conftreynen him to 
holden his lond of him : but that other at alle 
tymes defendethe him wel azenft him. 

Aftre that Yle, in goynge be See, men 
fynden another Yle, gode and gret, that men 
clepen Tathen, that is a gret Kyngdom, fulle, 
of faire Cytees and folle of Townes. In that 
Lond gro wen Trees, that beren Mele, wherof 
% men 
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men maken gode Bred aqd white, and of godc 
favour ; and it femethe as it were of Whete, * 
but it is not allynges of fuche Savour. And 
there ben other Trees, that beren Hony, 
gode and fwete ; and other Trees, that beren 
Venym; azenft the whiche there is no Medi- 
cyne but on ; and that is to taken here pro- 
pre Leves, and ftampe hem and tempere hem 
with Watre, and than dry nke it : and elle he 
Ichalle dye ; for Triacle will not avaylle, ne 
non other Medicyne. Of this Yenym, the 
Jewes had let feche of on of here Frendes, 
for to enpoyfone alle Criftiantee, as I have 
herd hem fcye in here Confeflioun, before 
here dyenge. But thanked be alle myghty 
God, thei fayleden of hire purpos : but alle 
weys thei maken gret mortaJkee ofpeeple. 
And other Trees there hen alfo, that beren 
Wyn of noble fentement. And zif zou like 
to here how the Mele comethe out of the 
Trees, I fchalle feye zou. Men hewen the 
Trees with an Hachet, alle aBoute the fote 
of the Tree, tille that the Bark be parted in 
many parties ; and than comethe out ther of 
a thikke Lykour, the whiche thei refceyven 

in Veflelles, and dryen it at the hete of the 
Sonne ; and than thei han it to a Mylle to 
grynd$; and it becomethe faire Mefe and 

O ? white 
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white. And the Hony and the Wyn and the 
* Venym ben drawen out of other Trees, in 
the lame manere, and put in Veflelles for tq 
kepe. In that Yle is a ded See, that is a Lake^ 
that hathe no Ground. And zif ony thing 
falle in to that Lake, it fchalle nevere comen 
up azen. b In that Lake growen Reedes, that 
ben Cannes, that thei ciepen Thaby r that ben 
30 Fadme long. And of theife Canes, men 
xnaken faire Houfes. And ther ben other 
Canes, that ben not fo longe, that growen 
nere the Lond, and han fo longe Rotes, that 
duren wel a c 4 quartres of a Furlong or more ; 
and at the Knottes of tho R^tes, men fynden 
precious Stones, that han gret vertues : And 
he that berethe ony of hem upon him, 
Yren ne Steel ne may not hurt him, ne drawe 
no Blood upon him : and therfore thei that 
han tho Stones upon hem, fighten fulle hardy ly, 
bothe on See and Lond: for men may not har* 
men hem on no partye. And therfore thei that 
knowen the manere, and fchulle fighten with 
hem, thei fchoten to hem Arwes and Qua- 
relies with outen Yren or Steel ; and fo thei 
hurten hem and fleen hem. And alfo of thq 

b Plin. L. 7. C'l. Arundines xto [in India 1 tant& proce- 
Titnt'ts, ut fin^ula Inlernodia aiveo navignbili ttrnos inUrdam ho- 
mints ferm. c Fourth. 
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C5nes, thei maken Houfes and Schippes and 
other tbinges; as wee han here, makynge 
Houfes and Schippes of Oke or of ony other 
Trees. And deme no man, that I feye it, 
but for a Truffulle : for I have feen of the 
Cannes with royn owne Eyzen, fulle many 
tymes, lyggynge upon the RyVere of that 
Lake: of the whiche, ^o of oure Felowes ne 
myghten not liften up ne berea on to the 

Erthe. 

Aftre this Yle, men gon be See to another 
Yle, that is clept Calonak : and it is a fait 
Lond and a plentifous of Godes. And the 
Kyng of that Contrey hath als many Wyfcs 
as he wole : for he makethe ferche alle the 
Contree, to geten him the faireft Maydens 
that may ben founde, and makethe hem to bea 
broughte before him ; and he takethe on 
o nyght, and another another nyght, and fo 
forth? contynuelle fewyng ; fo that he hath 
a xooo Wyfes or mo. And he liggethe never 
but o nyght, with on of hem, and another 
nyght with another, but zif that on happene 
to ben more lufty to his plefance than ano- 
ther. And therfore the Kyng getethe fulle ma- 
ny Children ; fom tyme an 100, fum tyme 
an xoo, and fum tyme mo. And he hartje 
alfo into a 14000 Olifauntz or mo, that he 

q ^ inakefflj 
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makethe for to ben brought up amonges htsj 
Vileynes, be die his Townes. For in cas, 
that he had ony Werre azenft ony other Kyng 
aboute him, thanne he makethe certeyn men 
of Armes for to gon up in to the Caftelles of 
Tree, made for the Werre, that craftily ben 
fett up on the Olifantes.Bakkes, for to fyghten 
azen hire Enemy es : and fo don other Kynges 
there aboute. For the maner of Werre is not 
there, as it is here or in other Contrees ; nq 
the Ordynance of Werre nouther. And men 
clepen the Olifantes, Warkes, 

And in that Yle the/e is a gret Marvayle, 
more to ipeke of than in ony other partie of 
the World. For alle manere of Fiflches, that 
ben there in the See abouten hem, comen ones 
in the Zeer, eche manere of dyverfe Fiflches,, 
on maner of kynde aftre other ; and tjieij 
caften hem felf to the See Banke of that Yle,' 
logretplentee and multitude, that no man may 
unnethe See but Fiflche ; and there thei abyden 
3 daye$: aqd every roan pf theCoptr^e taketlie 
of hem, als many 3$ him lykethe: And aftre, 
that maner of Fiflcbe, aftye the thridde day^ 
departethe an4 gpthe i« to the See. And af- 
. tre hem* comen appther multitude of Fy flche, 
. of another kynde, aqd don in the fame maner 
as the firfte #<tea pth^r 3 dayes. And aftre 

hem 



Sir John Maundevile, Kt. 133 

Jjcny another ; tille alle the dy verfe maner of 
FilTches han ben there, and that men han ta- 
Jten of hem, that hem lykethe. ' And no man 
knowethe the caufe wherfore it may ben. But 
thei of the Contree feyn, that it is for to do" 
reverence to here Kyng, that is the mod wor- 
thi Kyng, that is in the World, as thei feyn ; 
becaufe that he ful fillet he the Comandemenr, 
that God bad to Ada and Eve* whan God 
feyde, Crejcite & mult ip lie amini C# replete 
Terrain. And for becaufe that he multipli- 
ethe fo the World with Children, therfore 
God fendethe him fo the Fiflches of dyverfc 
kyndes, of alle that ben in the See, to tar 
ken at his wille, for him and alle his peple. 
And therfore alle the Fiflches of the See 
^omen, to maken him homage, as the moil: 
noble and excellent Kyng of the World, and 
fhat is beft beloved with God, als thei feyn, 
I knowe not the refoun, whi it is : but God 
knowethe. But this, me femethe, is the mode 
marveylle, that evere I faughe. For this mer- 
yaylle is azenft kynde, and not with kynde, 
that the Fiflches, that han fredom to erivi- 
roun alle the Coftes of the See, at here owne 
lift, co ften of hire owne wille to profren hem 
to the dethe, with puten conftreynynge of 

man; 
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man : and therfore I am fyfcer, that this may 
pot ben, with outen a gret tokenc. 

There ben alfo in that Contree a kynde of 
Snayles, that ben fo grete, that many per- 
fones may loggen hem in here Schelles, as 
men wolde done in a litylle Hous. And other 
Snayles there ben, that ben fulle grete, but 
not fo huge as the other. And of theife Snayles, 
and of gret white Wormes, that han blake 
Hedes, that ben als grete as a mannes thighe, 
and some lefle, as grete Wormes that men 
fynden there in Wodes, men maken Vyaunde 
Rialle, for the Kyng and for other grete 
Lordes. And zif a man, tljat is maryed, dye 
in that Contree, men buryen his Wif with 
him alle quyk. For men feyn there, that it 
is refoun, that fche make him companye iq 
that other World, as fche did in this. 

From that Contree, men gon be the See 
Occean^ be an Yle that is clept Caffblos. Men 
of that Contree, whan here Frendes ben feke, 
thei hangen hem upon Trees ; and feyn, that 
it is bettre, that Briddes, that ben Angeles, of 
God, eten hem, th^n the foule Wormes of 

the Erthe. » 

From that Yle men gon to another Yle, 
where the folk ben of fuile curfed kynde : 

feu? 
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for thei noryflchen grete Dogges, and techen 
hem to ftrangle here Frendes, , whan thei ben 
fyke : for thei wil noughte, that thei dyen 
of kyndely Dethe : for thei feyn, that thei 
fcholde fuflren to gret peyne, zif thei abyden 
to dyen be hem fel£ as Nature wolde : and 
whan thei ben thus enftrangled, thei eten here 
Flefche, in ftede of Venyfbun. 

Aftreward men gon be many Yles be See, 
unto an YIe, that men clepen Milke : and 
there is a fulle curfed peple : for thei delyten 
in ne thing more, than for to fighten and to 
fle men. And thei drynken gladlyeft mannes 
Blood, the whiche thei clepen Dieu. And 
the mo men that a man may flee, the more 
worfchipe he hathe amonges hem. And zif 
x perfories ben at debate, and peraventure ben 
accorded be here Frendes or be fum of here 
Alliance, it behovethe that every of hem, 
jhat fchulle ben accorded, drynke of otheres 
Blood : and elle the Accord ne the Alliance 
is noghte worthe, ne it fchalle not be ne re- 
pref to him to breke the Alliance and the A- 
cord, but zif every of hem drynke of otheres 
Blood. 

' And from that YIe, men gon be See, from 
Yle to YIe, unto an YIe, that is clept Tra- 
foda ; where the folk of that Contree ben as 

Belles 
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Qeftes and unrefonable, and duellen in Caves, 
that thei maken m the Erthe ; for rhei have 
no wytt to maken hem Houies. And whap 
thei feen ony man pafly nge thorghe here Con* 
trees, thei hyden hem in here Caves. And 
thei eten Flefche of Serpentes ; and thei eten 
frut litille, and thei fpeken nought ; but thei 
hi/Ten, as Serpentes don. And thei fette nq 
prys be no richefle, but bnly of a precyous 
Ston, that is amooges hem, that is of 60 co- 
lours. And for the name of the Yle, thei 
clepen it Tracodon. And thei loven more 
that Ston, than ony thing elje : and zit rhei 
knowe not the vertue there of : but thei co- 
yey ten it and loven it only for the beautee. 

Aftre that Yle, men gon be the See Oc- 
cean> be many Yles, unto 311 Yle, that is 
slept Nacumera ; {hat is a gret Yle and good 
and fayr : and it is in kompas aboute, more 
{han a 1000 Myle. And alle the men and 
\v5men of that Yle han Houndes Hedes : and 
thei ben clept c Cynqcephali : and thei ben 
' fulle refonable and of gode undirftondynge* 
faf that thei worfchipen an Ox for here God. 
And alio everyche of hem berethe an Ox o£ 
pold or of Sylver in his forhed, in tokenc 
that thei loven wei here God. And thei gon 

f Oymmolgi, PUny, 1<. 6. C. 30^ 
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alle naked, faf a litylle Clour, that thei co- 
veren with here Knees and hire Membres. 
Thei ben grete folk and wel fyghty nge ; and 
thei han a gret Targe, that coverethe alle the 
Body, and a Spere in here hond to fighte 
with. And zif thei taken ony man in Ba- 
taylle, anon thei eten him. The Kyng of 
that Yle is falle riche and falle myghty, and 
righte devout aftre his Lawe : and he hathe 
abouten his Nekke 300 Perles oryent, gode 
and grete, and knotted, as Tater Nofires here 
of Amber. And in maner as wee feyn oure 
VPater Nqflerznd omtjfve Maria, cownt- 
y ng the Tater Noftersj right fo this Kyng 
fey the every day devoutly 300 Preyeres to 
his God, or that he ete : and he berethe alio 
aboute his Nekke a Rubye oryent, noble and 
fyn, that is a Fote of lengthe, and fy ve fyn- 
gres large. And whan thei chefen here Kyng, 
thei taken him that Rubye, to beren in his 
Hond, and fo thei leden him rydynge alle a- 
bouten the Cytee And fro thens fromward, 
thei ben alle obey (Taut to him. And that Ru- 
bye he fchalle bere alle wey aboute his Nekke: 
for zif he hadde not that Rubye upon him, 
men wolde not holden him for Kyng. The 
grete Cane of Cathay hathe gretly coveted 
that Rubye ; but he myghte never ban it, 

for 



1 3 8 The Votage and Travaile of 

for Werre ne for no maner of Godes. THil 
Kyng is fo rjghtfulle and of equytee in hte 
Doomes, that men may go fy kerlyche thorghe 
out alle his Contree, and bere with him wha£ 
him lift, that no man fchalle ben hardy to rob- 
ben heqa •• and zif he were, the Kyng wolde 
iuftifyed anon. 

Fro this Lond men gon to another Yle* 
that is clept Silha : and it is welle a 800 
Myles aboute. In that Lond is fulle mochelle 
wafte : for it is fulle of Serpentes, of Dra- 
gouns and of Cokadrilles ; that no man dar 
duelle there. Theife Cocodr ill.es ben Ser- 
pentes, zalowe and rayed aboven, and han 4 
Feet and fchorte Thyes and grete Nayles, as 
Clees or Talouns: and there ben some that 
han 5* Fadme in lengthe, and sfime of 6 and 
of 8, and of 10 : and whan thei gon be places,* 
that ben gravelly, it femethe as thoughe men 
hadde draw en a gret Tree thorghe the gravel- 
ly place. And there ben alfb many wylde 
Beftes, andnamelycheofOlyfauntes. In that 
Yle is a gret Mountayne ; and in myddplace 
of the Mount, is a gret Lake in a fulle faire 
Pleyne, and there is gret plentee of Watte, 
And thei of the Contree feyn, that Adam 
and Eve wepten upon that Mount an ico 
Zeer, whan thei weren dry ven out of Tara- 

dys. 
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dys. And that Watre, thei feyn, is of here 
Teres : for fo moche Watre thei wepten, that 
made the forfeyde Lake. And in the botme 
of that Lake, men fynden many precious 
Stones and grete Perles, In that Lake growen 
many Reedes and grete Cannes : and there 
with inne ben many Cocodrilles and Serpentes 
and grete watre Leches. And the Kyng of 
that Con tree, ones every zeer, zevethe leve 
to pore, men to gon in to the Lake, to gadre 
hem precyous Stones and Perles, be weye 6f 
Alemejfe^ for the love of God, that made A- 
dam. And alle the Zeer, men fynde y nowe. 
And for the Vermyn, that is with inne, thei 
anoynte here Armes and here Thyes and 
Legges with an Oynement, made of a thing 
that is clept Lymons, that is a manere of 
Fruyt, lyche fmale Pefen: and thanne have 
thei no drede of no Cocodrilles, ne of non 
other venymous Vermyn. This Watre ren- 
nethe, flowynge and ebbyngc, be a fyde of 
the Mountayne: and in that, Ryver men 
fynden precious Stones and perles, gret Plen- 
tee. And men of that Yle feyn comounly, 
that the Serpentes and the wilde Beftes of 
that Contree ne will not don non harm, ne 
touchen with ,evylle, no ftrange man, that 
entrethe into that Contree, but only to men 

that 
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that ben born of the fame Contree. In thai 
Contree and ochere there abouten, there 
' ben wylde Gees, that han i Hedes : and 
there ben Lyouns alle white, and als grete 
as Oxen, and many othere dyverfe Belles, 
and fbules alio, that be not ieyn amonges 
us. And witethe wel, that in that Contree 
and in othere YIes there abouten, the See is 
fb highe, that it iemethe as though it henge 
at the Clowdes, and that it wolde covere alle 
the World : and that is gret Mervaylle, that 
it rayghte be lb, faf only the wille of God* 
that the Eyr fufteynethe it. And therfore 
feyth 'David in the 'PJautere, Mirabiles ela* 
times Maris. 
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Cap. XIX; 

flow men knowen be the Ydole\ zif the 
Jike fchalle dye or Hon. Of folk of 
dyverfe fchap and merveykufly dif- 
figured: And of the Monkes, that 
zeven hire releef to Babewynes, 
Apes and Marmefettes and to other 
Beftes;. 

FROM that Yle, ill goynge be See, t<$- 
Ward the Southe, is another gret Yle* 
that is clept T)ondun. In that Yle ben folk 
of dyverfe kyndfes; fo that theFadre etethe 
the Sone, the Sone the Fadre* the Husbonde 
theWif, and the Wif the Husbonde. And zif 
it ib befallej that the Fadfe or Modre or.ony 
of here Frendes ben feke, anon the Son go the 
to the Preft of here Law, and prtfyiethe him 
to aske the Ydole, zif His Fadre or Modre o£ 
Frend fchalle dye on that evylle or non. And 
. than the Preft and the Sone gone to gydere 
before the Ydole, and knelen fulle devoutly* 
and asken of the Ydole here dcmande. And 

R . zif 
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zif the Devylle, that is with inne, anfwere* 
that he (challe ly ve, thei kepea him wel : 
and zif he feye, that he fchalle dye, than the 
Preft gothe wkh the Sone, with the Wif of 
him that is feeke, and thei putten here hondes 
upon his mouthe, and ftoppen his Brethe, 
and fb thei fleen him. And aftre that, thei 
rhoppen alle the Body in fmale peces, and 
iprcyen alle his Frcodes to comen and eten of 
him, that isded: and rhei fenden for aUe the 
Mynftralle of the Contree, and maken a fb- 
lempne Fefte. And whan thei han eten the 
Fleflche, thei taken the Bones, and braryen 
hem, and fyngen and maken gret melodye. 
AAd tffte «ho' that ben of hrs kyn, or fit- 
wnden heen to ben his Frendes, and tbei 
come Got to that F#te, tfhei ben reproved for 
tvere a&d fchameA, and maken gretdocl; for 
severe aftre icbtilk thei ben holden asfrendes. 
-Anil thei feyn alfo, that men ecenherellefche, 
for >td <klyveren hem out -of peyne. Tor *zi£ 
the Wdrmes of the Erthe eten hem, the Soifle 
fbhdlde ftrffre gret peyne, as thei leyn? and 
namely, whan the Flefche is tendre and tne- 
gre, thanne feyn herefrendes, that thei don 
gretSynne, to leten hem have fo long langttre, 
to fuffre fb moche peyne, with oute refbun. 
And whan thei fynde the fleffche iatte, than 

6 thei 
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thei feyn, chat it is wel don, to fenden him 
fone to Tdradys ; and that thei have not fuf* 
fired him to lbnge to ehdiire in peyne. The 
Kyug of this Vie is a fal gret Lord and a 
tayghty ; aftd hathe undre him 74 grefce Yles, 
thlt ^even Tribute to him : and in everyche 
of theife Yles, is a Kyng crowned, and aile 
ben obeyfTant to that Kyng, And he hathe 
in tho Yks many dyverfe folk. In on of 
theife Yles ben folk of gret Statute* as Ge- 
annces ; and thei ben hidoufe for to loke up- 
on ; and ' thei han but on eye, and that is 
in the myddylle of the Front ; and thei eten 
no thifig but raw Fleflche and raw Fyflcfae. 

And m another Yle, toward the Southe* 
duelkn folk of foule Stature ahd of curfed 
kynde b , that han no Hedes : and here Eyen 
4>eo m here Scholdres. 

And in another Yle ben folk, that han the 
face alle platt, aile pleyn s with outen Nefe 
and d With outen Mouthe : but thei han 2 



1 Pliny, L 6. C. 30. and L. 7. C. i. Prodnntur ArUnafj>i 9 
uno oculo in Fronte niedik infignes. 

* Pliny, L. 7. C. i. Rurfvfq; db his, Occident em verfus, quof- 
uam fine Cervice, Oculos in Humeri* habentes. And L 5. C. 8. 
Bkmmyis trddtmtur capita abeffe, ore er oculis feclori dffixii. 

c Ibidem. Gentem inter Nam ad as Indos, Nanum loco, fora- 
htina t ant urn babentem. 

d Ibid. Ad extremot fines India, ah Oriente, circa fbnttm 
■Gattfis, Afidmerum gentem fine ore. 
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finale holes alle rounde, in flede of hire Eyen : 
and hire Mouthe is platt alio, with outen 
Lippes. 

And in another Yle ben folk of foul fafce- 
on and Schapp, e that han the Lippe above 
the Mouthe fb grer* that whan thei flepen in 
the Sonne, thei keveren alle the face with 
that Lippe. 

And in another Yle f , ther ben litylle folk, 
as D werghes ; and thei ben to fo meche as 
the Pygmeyes, and thei han no Mouthe, but 
in ftede of hire Mouthe, thei han a lytyllc 
round hole : and whan thei fchulle efcen or 
dry nken, thei taken thorghe a Pipe or a Penne 
or fuche a thing, and fowken it in : for thei 
han no Tonge ; and therfore thei Ipeke not, 
but thei maken a maner of hifTy nge, as a Ned- 
dre dothe, and thei maken Signes on to ano- 
ther,- as Monkes don ; be the whiche, every 
of hem undirftondethe other. 

And in another Yle ben folk, that han s gret 

c Strabo defcribcs fuch a People, call'd Amytlyrt. 

* PJin. L. 7. C. 2. Supra hos> extrema in parte Mont lum, Spi- 
fhama Pygmai narrantur, ternas Spithamas longitudine ; hoe eft > 
ternos Dodr antes non ex cedent es. 

g Plin. L. 4. C. 13. Tenefiorum alU [jnfuU Pontt] in quiius 
nuda alioqu'm corpora pr&grandes ipforum Aures tota contegant* 
L. 7. C. 2. Alios Auribus totos contegi. StrabjO calls them 
iwleKoilat. Jfidore calls them Panvtiu 
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Eres and longe, that hangen doun to here 
Knees. 

And in another Yle ben folk, that han 
h Hors Feet ; and thei ben ftronge and my ghty 
and fwift renneres : for thei taken wylde Belles 
with rennyng, and eten hem. 

And in another Yle ben folk, that { gon 
upon hire Hondes and hire Feet, as Beftes : 
and thei ben alle skypned and fedred, and 
thei wolde lepen als lightly in to Trees, and 
fro Tree to Tree, as it were Squyrellesor 
Apes. 

And in another Yle ben folk that ben bothe 
k Man and Woman : and thei han kynde of 
that on and of that other ; and thei han but 
o Pappe on the o fyde, and on that other 
non : and thei han Membres of Generacioun 
of Man and Woman ; and thei ufen bothe, 
whan hem lift, ones that on, and another 
tyme that other ; and thei geten Children, 
whan thei ufen the mgmbre of Man ; and 

h Plin. v L. 4. C. 13. jilu f in quibus equinis pedibrn homines 
nafcantur, Hippopodes appellate 

* L. 5. C 8. Htmantopodes loripedes quidam, quibus firpendo 
ingrtdi natura eft. And L. 7. C. 2. Sunt vr Satyri fubfolanis 
indorum montib'us, turn quadrupeds turn rttte cur rentes, bumand 

k Ibid. Supra Uafamonas confinefque Mis Mathlyas, Androgy- 
pas e'Jfe utriufq; nature, inter fe vicibus coeuntes, Calliphanes. 
fradit, -'■ 
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thei here Children, whan thei ufen the mem- 
bre of Woman. 

And in another Yle ben folk, that gon alio 
weyesupon here l Knees, ful pierveyloufly ; 
and at every pas that thei gon* it femethe 
that thei vvolde fall? : and thei ban in every 
Foor, 8 Toes* 

Many other dyverfe folk of dyverfe na- 
tures ben there in other Yles abouren, of the 
whiche it were to longe to telle : and ther- 
fbre I parte over fchottly. 

From theife Yles, in paflynge be the Sec 
Gtctan toward the Eft, be many tourneyes, 
men fyoden a gret Omtree and a gret Kyng- 
dom> that man clepen Mancy : and that is in 
Tndfe the more : and it is the befte LontJ* and 
on of the faireft, that maybe in alle the World, 
and the mod delegable, and the moil pletiti- 
Ibus of alle Codes, that is in power of man. 
In that Load doellen many Criftene^men and 
SarraxpHes : for it is a gode Contree and a 
gret. And there ben there inne mo than xooo 
greteCytees and riche, withouten other grete 
Townes. And there is more plentee of pe- 
ple there, than in ony other p^rtie of Tnde y 

} Ibid, lit quadam convalle magna Imai montis, reglo eft, qua 
voeatnr Jibatirnon, in qua fylvejiris. vlvunt homines, averps pojl 
crura f lands. ^ 
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for the bountee ef the Contree. In that Con- 
tree is no nedy man, ne non that gothe o» 
beggynge. And thci ben fulle faire folk : but 
thei ben alle pale. And the men ban thy nne 
Berdes and fewe Heres ; but thei ben longe : 
but Wiethe bathe ony man paffynge 50 Heres 
in his Berd ; and on Heer fitt here, another 
there, as the Berd of a Ly berd or of a Catt. 
In that Lend ben many fairere Women, than 
in ony other Contree bezonde* the See : and 
therfore men clepen that Load Afowvye ; be- 
eaufe that the folk ben why te. And the chief 
Cytee of that Contree is clept Latoryn ; and 
it is a iourneye from the See : and it is moche 
more than $*arys. In that Cytee is a gret 
Ry vere, berynge Schippes, that gon to alle 
the Coftes in the See. No Cytee of the World 
is fo wel ftored of Schippes, as is that. And 
alle tho of the Cytee and of the Contree 
jvorfchmen Ydoles. In that Contree bea 
p doublt fithes more briddes than ben here. 
There ben white Gees, rede abo«$ theNekke^ 
and thei han a gret Creft, as a Cokkes Comb 
upon hire Hedes : and thei ben meche more 
there, than thei beu here ; and men byen 
hem there alle quykke, right gret chepe. And 
jthere is gret plentee of Neddres, of wboin 

«° Vofagref in dnfto funt nmjores, L. 
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men maken grece Feftes, and eten hem at grete 
follempnytees. And he that makethe there 
a Fefte, be it nevere fo coftifous, and he have 
no Neddres, he hathe no thanke for his ira- 
yaylle. 

Many gode Cytees there ben in that Con- 
tree, and men han gret plentee and gret chep 
of alle Wynes and Vitailles. In that Con- 
tree ben manye Chirches of religious men, 
»nd of here Lawe : and in tho Chirches ben 
Ydoles, als grete as Geauntes. And to theife 
Ydoles thei zeven to ete, at grete feftyfullq 
dayes, in this manere. Thei bryngen before 
hem mere alle fbden, als hoot as thei comeq 
fro the Fuyr, and thei leten the ftnoke gon 
up towardes the Ydoles ; and than thei feyn, 
that the Ydoles han eten ; and than the reli T 
gious men eten the mete aftrewardes. In that 
Contree ben white Hennes withoutea Fe- 
theres: but thei berea white Wolle, asScheep 
don here. In that Contree, Womfoen that 
ben unmaryed, thei han Tokenes on hire 
Hedes, lyche Coronales, to ben knowen for 
unmaryed. Alfo in that Contree, ther ben 
Beftes, taughte of men to gon in to Watres, 
in to Ry veres and in to depe Stankes, for to 
take Fyfche : the whiche Bed is but lytille, 
$nd men clepen hejn Lovres. And whan men 
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caften hem in to the Watre, anon thei bringe 
up gret Fiffches, als manye as men wold. And 
zif men wil have mo, thei call: hem in azen, 
and thei bryngen up v als many as men lift to 
have. 

And fro that Cytee, paflynge many iour- 
neyes, is another Cytee, on of the gretteft of 
the World, that men clepen n Coffey ; that is 
to feyne the Cytee oiHevene. That Cytee 
is wel a 5-0 Myle aboute, and it is ftrongiiche 
enhabyted with peple, in fo moqhe that in 
on Houfe men maken 10 Houfholdes. In that 
Cytee ben 12 princypalle Zates; and before 
every Zate, a 3 Myle or a 4 Myle in lengthe, 
is a grefrToun, or a gret Cytee. That Cytee 
fy tt upon a gret Lake on the See ; as dothe 
Venyfe. And in that Cytee ben mo than 
l xooo Brigges : and upon every Brigge, ben 
ftronge Toures and gode ; in the whiche duel^ 
len the Wardeynes, for to kepen the Cytee 
fro the gret Cane. And on that o part of the 
jCyjpee, rennethe a gret Ry vere alle along the 
Cytee. Apd there duellen Criftene men, and 
many Marphauntes and other folk of dy verfe 
Nacyouns : be cgufe that the Lond is fo gode 
2nd fo plentifotis. And there growethe fulle 
gode Wyn, that men clepen Bigon, that i$ 

1 

n La/aye, L. X, I. Canfay, L. 3. Cafy$, L.4, 
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ftdle mylfrty and genty lie in drynky nge. Thfc 
is a Cytec ryallc, where the Kyng ofMimcy 
was wont to duelle : and there duellen many 
religious men, as it were of the ordre of 
Freres : for thei ben Mendyfauntes. 

From that Cy tee, men gon be Watre, fo- 
lacynge and diiportynge hem, title thei come 
to an Abbey of Monkes, that is fafte bye, 
that ben gode religious men, after here Fey the 
and Lawe. In that Abbeye is a gret Gardyn 
and a fair, where ben mapy Trees of dy verfe 
manere of Frutes : and in this Gardyn, is a ly- 
tille H>Jle, folle of delegable Trees. In that 
Utile and in that Gardyn, ben many dy verfe 
Beftes, as of ApeSt Marmozettes, Babewynes, 
and many other dy verfe Beftes. And every 
day, whan the Covent of this Abbeye hathe 
eten, the Awmener let bere the releef to the 
Gardyn, and he fmytethe on the Gardyn Zate 
with aClyket of Sylver, that he holdethe in 
his bond, and anon alle the Beftes of the Hille 
and of dy verfe places of the Gardyn, cemen 
out, a 3000 or a 4000 ; and thei comen in gyfe 
of pore men : and men zeven hem the releef, 
in feire Veflfelles of Sylver/ clene over gylt. 
And whan thei ban eten, the Monk ffny tethe 
eft f ones on theGsrdynZate with theClyket^ 
find than anon all? the Belles fetoynen azen 

to 



V 



Sir John Maundevile, Kt. 251 

to here places, that thei come fro, ^knd thei 
feyn, that theife Belles ben Soules of worthi 
men, that refemblen in lyknefle of the Belles, 
that ben faire : and therfore thei zeve hem 
mete, for the love of Cod. And the other 
Belles that ben foale, they feyn, ben Soules 
of pore men and of rude Comouns. And thus 
thei beleeven, and no man may putte hem 
put of this opynyoun. Theife Belles above- 
feyd, thei let taken, whan thei ben zonge, 
and noriflchen hem fo with Almefle ; als ma- 
nye, as thei may fynde. And I asked hem, 
zif it had not ben better, to have zov$n that 
releef to pore men, rathere than to the Belles* 
And thei anfwerde me and feyde, that thei 
hadde no pore men amonges hem, in that 
Contree : and thoughe it had ben fb, that 
pore men had ben among hem, zit were it 
gretter Almefle, to zeven it to tho Soules, 
that don there here Penance. Manye other 
M arveylles ben in that Cy tee and in the Con* 
tree there aboute, that were to long to telle 
zou. 

Fro that Cy tee ? go men be the Contree a 6 
iourneyes, to another Cy tee, that men clepen 
pCbilenfo: of the whiche Cytee, the Walles 

o Ckelofi, L, f. Chefolo, L. %. Tylsnfi, L. 3, 4. Chyktns, 
E. »>*• 3*4? 
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ben xo Myle aboutc. In that Cytcc ben 6o 
Brigges of Ston, fo faire, that no man may 
fee fairere. In that Cy tee was the firfte Sege 
of the Kyng oiMancy: for it is a fair Cytee, 
and plenteevous of alle Godes. 

Aftre parte men ovcrthwart a gret Ryvere, 
that men clepen "Da lay : and that is the gret- 
teft Ryvere of Freflche Water, that is in the 
World. For there, as it is mod narow, it is 
ipore than 4 Myle of brede. And thanne en- 
tren men azen in to the Lond of the grete 
Chane. . ThatRyveregothethorghe the Lond 
of T'tgmaus : where that the folk ben of li- 
ty lie Stature, that ben but 3 Span long P : and 
thei ben right faire and gentylle, aftre here 
qu^ntytees, bothe the Men and the Wom- 
men. And thei maryen hem, whan thei ben 
half Zere of Age, and geten Children. And 
thei lyven not, but 6 Zeer or 7 at the mofte. 
• And he that ly vethe 8 Zeer , men holden 
him there righte paflynge old, Theife men 
ben thebefte worcheres of Gpld, Sylver, Co- 
toun, Sylk, and of alle fuche thinges, of 

P Plin. 7. 2. Supra hos, [circa Fontem Gangis] extrtmd in 
ftrte Montium, Sp'tthamu Pygm&h narrantur, ttrnas Spithamas. 
longitudine, hoc eft> ternos dodrantes non e x cedent es —§Ihos a 
Gruibus infeftari Homerus quoque prodidit. Fama eft> injidentes 
arietum capr arum que dorps, armatos fagjttis, Verts tempore^ 
univerfo agminc ad mare defcendere, v ova pallofque tarum alittim 
fonfumert. 
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eny other, that be in the World. And thei 
han often tymes Werre with the Briddes of 
the Contree, that thei taken and eten. This 
litylle folk nouther labouren in Londes ne in 
Vynes. But thei han grete men amonges hem, 
of oure Stature, that tylen the Lond, and la- 
bouren amonges the Vynes for hem. And of 
tho men of oure Stature, han thei als grete 
skorne and wondre, as we wolde have among 
us of Geauntes, zif thei weren amonges us. 
There is a gode Cytee, amonges othere, 
where there is duellynge gret plentee of tho 
lytylle folk : And it is a gret Cytee and a 
fair; and the men ben grete, that duellen 
amonges hem: but whan thei geten ony 
Children, thei ben als litylle as the Pygmeyes : 
and therfore thei ben alle, for the mode part, 
aile* Pygmeyes ; for the Nature of the Lond 
is fuche. The grete Cane let kepe this Cy- 
tee fulle wel : for it is his. And alle be it, 
that the Pygmeyes ben lytylle, zit thei ben 
fulle refbnable, aftre here Age, and conuen 
bothen^Wytt and gode and malice, y now/ 
Fro that Cytee, gon men be the Contree, 
be many Cytees and many Townes, unto a 
Cytee, that men clepen Jamchay : and it is 
a noble Cytee and a rich?, and of gret pro* 

4 Sclunt fufficunter Bonum <& Malum, L. 
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fite to the Lord : and thldre go men to fechen 
Marchandifc of alle manere of thing. That 
Cytee is folic moche worths aerly to the 
Lord of the Centres. For he hathe every 
Zerc to rente of that Cytee (as tfaei of the 
Cytee feyn) 5*0000 Cutnantz of Flofeynsotf 
Gold : for thei cownten there fllle be Cu- 
toanz t and every Cumant is f 0000 Fiotyos 
of Gold. Now ftiay tnen wel rekene, how 
moche that it amountetbe. The Kyng Of that 
Contree is fulle myghty : and zft he is undre 
the grete Cane. Aod the gret Cane bathe 
undre him tx foche Provynces. In that Con- 
tree, in the gode ToWnes, is a gode Ctrffoa, 
For whoib wille mtkt a Fefte to ony of his 
Frendes, there ben certeyn lanes in every 
gode Txran ; and he that wii make the Fefte, 
wil (eye to the Hoftellere, Arraye for me, 
to morwe, a gode Dyner, for fo many folk ; 
and tdlethe him the nombre ; and devyfethe 
him the Viaandes : and he fey the alio, Thus 
moche I will diipende, and no more. And 
anon the Hoft ell ere array ethe for him, fo faire 
mid fo wel and fo honeftly* that ther fchalle 
lakke do thing. And it fchaliebe don fannere* 
and with lade coft, than, and a man made it 
in his owne Hous. ' 

And 
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And a 5 Myle fro that Cytee, toward the 
iJed of the Ryvert of *D*ky> it another C?~ 
tee, that men clepen Menke. In that Cytee 
is ftrong Navye of Schippes ; and alle ben 
white as Snow, of the kyade of the Trees, 
that thei ben made ode. And thei ben fuUe 
grete Schippes, and faire, and wel ordeyned, 
and made with HaJles and Chambres, and o- 
ther eyfementes as thonghe it were on the 
Lond. 

■ Fro thens go fnen be many Tow&es and 
many Cytees, thorghe the Coiitree, unto a 
Cytee, that men ctepeft Lantetyne: and tit is 
an£ ioorneyesfiro the Cytee abovefcyd. Thi* 
Cytee fitt upon a faire Ryvere, gret and broody 
that men clepen Garam&rm. This Ryvere 
patfethe thorghe out Cathay : and it dathe 
often tyme harm, and that fitUe gtet, whan 
it is over gret. 
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Cap. j XX. 

Of the grete Chane of Chatay. Of the 
Rialtee of his Palays y and how he 
flit at Mete ,- and of the grete nom- 
hre of Officer es) that ferven hym. 

f*HATAT is a gfet Contree and a faity 
^ noble and richc, and fiillc^of Marchauntes. 
Thidre gon Marchaundes alle Zeres, for to 
fechen Spices and alle manere of Marchan- 
difes, more comounly than in ony other 
partye. And zee fdiulle undirftonde, that 
Marchaundes, thatcomen fro Gene or ixoVe- 
nyfe or fro Romany e> or other partyes of 
Lombardye* thei gon be See and be Londe 1 1 
Monethes, or ix, or more fum tyme, or thei 
may come to the Yle of Cathay >> that is thef 
princypalleRegyoun of alle partyes bezonde j 
and it is of the grete Cane. 

Fro Cathay go men toward the Eft, bft ma* 
ny iorneyes : and than men fynden a gode 
Cy tee, betwene theife ochere, that men clepen 
a Sugarmago. That Cytee is on of the befte 

• Thus the Irmcb ; but the LatinMSS* have it, Eugarmago. 
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flared of Sylk and other Marchandifes, that 
is in the World Aftre go men zit to ano- 
ther old Cy tee, toward the Eft : and it is in 
the Provynce of Cathay. And befyde that 
Cytee, the men of Tartarye han let make 
another Cy tee, that is clept Cay don ; and it 
hathe i% Zates : and betwene the two Zates, 
there is alle weys a gret Myle ; fo that the 
x Cytees, that ts to feyne, the olde and the 
newe, han in circuyt more than zoMyle. la 
this Cytee is the Sege of the grete Cane in a 
fulle gret Palays, and the moft paflynge fair 
in alle the World : of the whiche the Walles 
ben in ctrcuy t more than % Myle : and with* 
in the Walles, it is alle fulle of other Palays. 
And in the Gardyn of the grete Palays, there 
is a gret Hille, upon the whiche there is ano- 
ther Palays : 2nd it is the moft fair find the 
moft ricbe, that ony man may devyfe. And 
alle aboute the Palays and the Hille, ben 
many Trees, berynge many dy verfe Frutes. 
And alle aboute that Hille, ben Dyches grete 
and depe : and befyde hem, ben grete Vy- 
neres, on that o part and on that other. And 
there is a fulle fair firigge to pafle over the 
Dyches. And in theife Vyneres, ben fb ma* 
ny wylde Gees and Gandres and wylde Dokes 
and Swannes and Heirouns, that it is with 

S oqten 
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outen nombre. And alle aboute theifeDyches 
and Vyneres, is the grcte Gardyn, fulle of 
wylde Beftes ; (6 that, whan the gret Cane 
wil have ony Defport on that, to taken ony 
of the wylde Beftes or of the Foules, he wil 
lete chace hem and taken hem at the Wyn- 
dowes, with outen goynge ont of his Cham- 
bre. This Palays, where his Sege is, is bothe 
gret and paflynge fair. And with m the Pa- 
lays, in the Halle, there ben 24 Pyleres of 
fyn Gold : and alle the Walles ben covered 
with inne, of rede Skynnes of Beftes, that 
men clepen Panteres ; that ben faire Beftes, 
and well finellyng : lb that for the fwete 
odour of tho Skynnes, non evylle Ayr may 
entre in to the Palays. Tho Skynnes ben als 
rede as Blode; and thei fchynen fb brighte a- 
zen the Sonne, that unethes no man may be* 
holden hem. And many folk worfchipen tho 
Beftes, whan thei meeten hem firft at Morwe, 
for here gret vertue and for the gode finelle 
that thei han : and tho Skynnes thei preyfen 
more than thoughe thei were Plate of fyn 
Gold And in the myddes of this Palays is 
the a Mountour for th«" grete Cane, that is 
alle wrought of Gold and of precyous Stones 
and grete Perles : and at 4 Corneres of the 

• Afcenforium, L. Motmtaynette 9 T." 
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Mountour, ben 4 Serpentes of Gold: andallc 
aboute ther is y made large Nettes of Sylk, 
and Gold and grete Perles hangynge alle a- 
boute the Mountour. And undre the Moun- 
tour, ben Condytes of Beverage* that thei 
jjrynken in the Emperours Court. And be- 
fyde the Condytes, ben many Veflelles of 
Gold, be the whiche, thei that ben of Houlhold, 
drynken at the Condyt. And the Halle of 
the Palays is fulle nobelyche arrayed, and fulle 
merveylleoufely atyred on alle party es, in alle 
thinges, that men apparayle with ony Halle. 
And firft, at the chief of the Halle, is the 
Emperours Throne, fulle highe, where he fyt* 
tethe at the Mete : aud that is of fyn precy- 
pufe Stones, bordured alle aboute with pured 
Gold and precyoqs Stones and grete Perles. 
And the Grees, that he gothe up to the Ta- 
ble, ben of precyous Stones, medled with 
Gold. And at the left, fyde of the Eippe- 
rpures Sege, is the Sege of his firfte Wif, o 
degree lowere than the Emperour : and it is 
of Jafpere, bordured with Gold apd precjoufe 
Stones. And the Sege of his feconde Wif i$ 
alfo another Sege, more lowere thap his firfte 
^if : and it is alfo <?f Jafpere, bordured with 
Gold, as that other is. And the Sege of the 
fhridde Wif is alfo more lowe, be a Degree^ 
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than the feconde Wif. For he hathe alweya 
3 Wifes with him, where that evere he be; 
And aftre his Wyfes,' on the lame fyde, fy tten 
the Ladyes of his Lynage, zit lowere, aftre 
that thei ben of Eftare. And alle tho that 
ben maryed, han a Countrefete, made lyche a 
mannes foot, upon here Hedes, a cubyte long, 
alle wrought with grete Perles, fyne and ory- 
enr, and aboven, made with Pecokes Fedres 
and of other fchynynge Fedres ; and that ftont 
upon here Hedes, lyke a Creft, in tokene that 
thei ben undre mannes fote and undre fab- 
ie&ioun of Man. And thei that ben unma- 
ryed, han none fuche. And aftre, at the righfc 
fyde of the Emperour, firft fy ttethe his eidefl 
Sone, that fchalle regne aftre him : and be 
fyttethe alfo o Degree lowere than the Em- 
pferour, in fuche manere of Seges, as don the 
EmperefTes. And aftre him, fytten other 
grete Lordes of his Lynage, every of hem a 
Degrefe lowefe than other, as thei ben of 
JEftate. And the Emperour hathe his Table 
allone be him felf, that is of Gold and of pre- 
cious Stones, or of Criftalle, bordured with 
Gold, and fulle of precious Stones *or of A- 
matyftes or ofLignu Aloes, that comethe out; 
of Taradysj or of Ivory, bounden or bor- 
dured wif h Gold, And evtf yche of his Wyfes 
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hathe alfo hire Table be hire felf. And his 
eldeft Sone, and the other Lordes alio, and 
the Ladyes, and alle that fitten with the Em* 
perour/ han Tables allone be hem felf, fulle 
riche. And there nys no Table, but that it 
is worthe an huge Trefour of Gode. And 
undre the Emperoures Table* fitten 4 Clerkes, 
that writen alle, that the Emperour feythe j 
be it good, be it evylle. For alle that he 
feythe, mofle ben holded : for he may not 
channgen his Word, ne revoke it. At gretc 
folempne Feftes, befqre the Emperoures Ta- 
ble, men bryugen grete Tables of Gold, and 
there on ben Pecokes of Gold, and many o- 
ther maner of dyverfc foules, alle of Gold, 
and richely wrought and enameled ; and men 
maken hem dauncen and fyngen, (Jappynge 
hereWenges to gydere,and maken gret noyfe: 
and where it be by Craft or be Nygromancy e, 
I wot nere ; but it is a gode fight to beholde, 
and a fair : and it is gret marvayle how it 
may be. But I have the lafTe marvaylie, be 
caufe that thei ben the mode fotyle men in 
alle Sciences and in alle Craftes, that ben in 
the World. For of fotyltee and of Malice and 
of fercaftynge, thei paifoh alle men undre 
Hevene. And therfore thei feyn hem felf, 
that thei feen with z Eyenj and the Criftene 
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men fee but with on : be caufe that thei ben 
more fotylle than thei. For alle other Naci- 
ouns, thei feyn, ben but blynde in conynge 
and worchynge, in comparifbun to hem. 1 
did gret befynefle, for to have lerned that 
Craft : but the Maiftre tolde me, that he had * 
made a vow to his God, to teche it to no 
Creature, but only to his eldefte Sone. Alfo 
above the Emperours Table and the othere 
Tables, and aboven a gret partie in the Halle, 
is a Vyne, made of fyn Gold : and it fpred- 
ethe alle aboute the Halle ; and it hath ma- 
ny Cluftres of Grapes, fomme white, some 
grene, stime zalowe and some rede and some 
blake, alle of precious Stones : the white ben 
of Criftalle and of Berylle and of Iris ; the 
zalowe ben of Topazes ; the rede ben of Ru,- 
bies, and of Grenaz and of Alabraundynes ; 
the grene ben of Emerandes, of Perydos. and 
of Crifolytes ; and the blake ben of Onichez 
andGarantez. And thei ben alle fopropurly die 
made, that it femethe a verry Vyne, berynge 
ky ndely Grapes. And before the Emperoures 
Table, ftonden greteLordes, and richeBarouns 
and. othere, that ferven the Emperour at the 
Mete. And no fhan is fo hardy, to fpeke a 
word, but zif the Emperour Ipeke to him ; 
but zif it be Mynftrelles, that fyngen Songes, 

and 
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and tellen Geftes or other defportes, to fb- 
lace with the Empgrour. And alle the Vet 
telle, that men ben ferved with, in the Halle 
or ip Chambres, ben of precious Stones; and 
fpecially at grete Tables ; outher of Jalpre 
or of Criftalle or of Amatyftez or of fyn Gold. 
And the Cuppes ben of Emeraudez and of Sa- 
phires or of Topazes, of Perydoz, and of 
many other precyoufe Stones. Veflelle of 
Sylver is there non : for thei telle no prys 
there of, to make no Veflelle offe : but thei 
maken ther of Grecynges and Pilerefc and Paw- 
mentes, to Hallcs and Chambres. And be- 
fore the Halle Dore, ftonden manyeBarounes, 
and Knyghtes clene armed, to kepe that no 
man entre, b&t zif it be the wille or the Co- 
mandement of the Emperour, or but zif thei 
ben Servauntes or My nftralle of the Houfhold : 
and other non is not fo hardy, to neighen nyc 
the Halle Dore. 

And zee fchulle undirftonde, that my Fc- 
lawes and I, with oure Zomen, we fcrveden 
this Emperour, and wercn his Soudyoures,' 1$ 
Monethes, azenft the Kyng of Mancy, that 
held Werre azenft him. And the caufe was, 
fc?r ' we hadden gret lull to fee his Noblefle 
and the Eftat of his Court and alle his Go- 
vernance, to witc zif it were fuche, as wee 
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herde feye, that it was. And treuly, we food 
it more noble and more excellent and ricchere 
and mote marveylloos, than ever we herde 
fpeke offcj in fo snoohe, that we oroide ^e- 
ver ban level! if, had wee not ieen it. JEor 
I trowe, that no man wolde beleve the No- 
blefle, the ricchefle, ne the multitude of folk 
that ben in his Court, but he bad feen* dt. 
For it is ^not theie, as it is here, for the 
Lordes here han folk of cesteyn nombxe, ak 
thei may fuffife : but the gtete Cbane hathc 
^v ery day folke at his Coftagcs and Expenfes, 
-as with oaten nombre. But the jQrdynance, 
lie the expenfes in mete and drynk, ne the 
Jhoneftee tie the jclennefle, is not fo away ed 
-there, as it is here: for alle theComouns there 
etcn withoutcn Clothe upon here knees; and 
thei eten alle maoer of Fieflche, and litylle 
of Bred. And aftre Mete, thei wypen here 
Hondes upon here Skyrtes : and thei eten 
not -but ones a.day. But the Eftat of Lordes 
is fulle grot and riche and aoble. And alle 
be it, that fiun men wil not trow me ; but 
halden it for Fable, to talk hem the Nobkfle 
of his peribne and of his JSfiate and of his 
Court and of the gret/multytude of folk, that 
die holt, uatheks J fchalle feye zou, a party e 
him and of his folk, afae.tbar Lbavejfeen, 
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the manere and the ordynance, fulle many 
a tyme. And whofo that wole, may levc 
me, zif he wille ; and who fo wille not, may 
chufe. For I wot wel, zif ony man bathe 
ben in tho Contrees bezonde, thoughe he have 
not "ben in the place, where the grete Chane 
daeHethe, lie fchalle here ipeke of him fo 
meche merveyloufe thing, that he fchalle not 
trowe it lightly : and treuly, no more did I 
my felf, til I faughe it. And tho that haa 
ben in tho Contrees and in the gret Canes 
Houihold, knowen wel, that I feye fothe. 
And therfore I wille not fpare, for hem that 
Jknowe not, nc beleve not, but that that thei 
feen, for to telle zou a partie of him and of 
his eftate, that he holt, whan he gothe from 
Contree to Contrec, and whan he aakethe 
folempne Fefie*. 
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Cap. XXI. 

Wherefore he is clept the grete Chane* 
Of the Style of his Lettres y and of 
the Superfcripcioun abowten his grete 
Sealky and his pryvee Sealle. 

FIRST I fchalle feyc zou, whi he was 
clept the gret Chane. Zee fchullc un- 
dirftonde, that alle the World was deftroyed 
be Noes Flood, faf only Noe and his Wif and 
his Children. Noe had 3 Sones, Sem, Cham 
and Jap bet be. This Cham was he that faiighe 
his Fadres prevy membres naked, whan he 
flepte, and fcorned hem and fchewed hem 
with his finger, to his Brethren, in fcornyngc 
wife : and ther fore he was curfed of God. 
And Japhethe turned his face away, and co- 
vered hem. Theife 3 Bretheren had Cefoun 
in alle the Lond : and this Cham, for his cru- 
eltee, toke the gretter and the belle partie, 
toward the Eft, that is clept AJye : and Sem 
toke Affryk: and Japhethe toke Europe. 
And therfore is alle the Erthe departed in 
theife 3 parties, be theife 3 Bretheren. Cham 
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was the gretteft, and the mod myghty : and 
of him camcn mo generaciouns, than of the 
othere. And of his Sone Chafe, was engen- 
dred Nembrothe the Geaunt, that was the 
firfte Kyng, that ever was in the World : and 
he began the foundation of the Tour of Ba- 
by loyne. And that ty me, the Fendes of Helle 
camen many tymes, and leyen with the Wo- 
men of his Generacioun, and engendred on 
hem dy verfe. folk, as Monftres, and folk difc 
figured, sttme with outen Hedes, sttme with 
grete Eres, sttme with on Eye, sttme Ge- 
aqntes, fiim with a Hors feet, and many other 
dyverfe fchapp, azenft kynde. And of that 
Generacioun of Cham, ben comen the Tay- 
netnesj and dy verfe folk, that ben in Yles of 
the See, be alle Tnde. And for als moche as 
he was ,the mode myghty, and no man 
myghte withftonde him, he cleped him felf 
the Sone of God, and Sovereyn of alle the 
World. And for this Cham, this Emperour 
clepeth him Cham and Sovereyn of alle the 
World. And of the Generacioun of Sem, ben 
comen the Sarrazines. And of the Gene- 
racioun of Jafhethe, is comen the peple of 
IJrael. And thoughe that 'wee duellcn in Eu- 

• Plin. L. 4. C. 13. jilU [infuU Pontt] in quibus equinisfe- 
dibits homines nafcantur, Hippopodes appellati. 
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rope, this is the opynyoun, that the Syry* 
enes and the Samaritanes han amonges hem; 
and that thei told me, before that I wente 
toward Tnde : hot I food it otherwife. Na- 
tbeles the Sothe is this, that Tartarynes and 
thei that dueUen in the gtttedjye, thei camen 
of Cham. But the Emperour oi Cathay clep- 
eth him not Cham y but Cm : and I fchafle 
utile zou how. It is but litylie more but 8 
fepre Zeer, that alle Tartarye was in fub- 
i£$ioua and ip fervage to othere nacyouns 
abouten i for thei weren but beftyalk folk, 
anddiden no thing .but kepteo Belles, and lad 
hem go Paftures. But among hem, thei had* 
den 7 pnncypaUe Nacyouns, that weren So* 
vfiraya.es of hem alle : of the whiche, the 
$rfle Nacyoun or JLynage w*s clept Tartar ; 
•and that is the jjjoft noble and the mode 
prey fed. The feconde Lynage is clept Tang- 
hot ; the thridde Eur ache ; the 4 Valair \ 
the £ Semocht ; the 6 <fl/*g/y ; the 7 Coboghe. 
Now befelle it fo, that of the tf rflfce Lynage, 
Cicceeded an old worthi man, that was not 
riche, that hadde to name Cbanguys. This 
V&n lay upon a oyghc in his Bed* and he 
fawghe in a Vifioun, that there cam before 
him a Knyght armed alle in white, and he 
fact upon a white Hors, and feyd to him, 

Can j 
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Cd#, flepfcrtthcm? The idmorfcdfe God hathe 
ftttt me to the ; add it is his Wille, that thoo 
go to the 7 Lydages, and feye to hem, that 
thou fchalt ben here Etoperour. For thoti 
fchilt eonquetfe the Loads and the Contrces, 
that ben abotttefn : and thei that marchen up- 
on 26u, fchulle ben undre zoure Subicccioun, 
as zee han ben undre hires : for that is Goddes 
Wille idmoftalle. And whan he cam at ftrot we, 
Changuys roos, and wente to the 7 Lynages, 
and tolde hem how the white Knyght had 
feyd. And thei fcordedhim, and fey den, that 
he was a fool ; and fo he departed fro hem 
alle afehaimed. And the nyght fewydgc, this 
white Knyght cam to the 7 Lynages, and 
commaudded hem, on Goddes behalve in* 
mortalle, that thei fcholde make this Chan- 
guys here Emperour ; and thei fcholde ben 
out of fubieccioun ; and thei fcholde holden 
idle other RegiouneS aboute hem id here fer- 
vage, as thei had bed to hem beforn. And on 
the Morwe, thei chofen him to ben here Em- 
perour : and thei fetten him upon a blak Fef- 
tre ; and aftre that, thei lifted him up with 
gret folempny tee, and thei fetten him id a 
Chaytt of Gold, and diden liym alle maner Of 
Reveredce; and thei cleped him Chan, as the 
\frhice Knyght called him. And whan he was 

thus 
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thus chofen, he wolde afiayen, zif he myghte 
troll in hem or noo, and whether thei wolde 
ben obeyflant to him or non. And thanne 
he made many Statutes and Ordynances, that 
thei clepen Tfya Chan. The fifft Statute was, 
that thei fcholde beleeven and obey en in God 
inmortalle, that is allemyghty, that wolde 
caften hem out of fervage ; and at alle tymes 
clepe to him for help, in tyme of nede. The 
tother Statute was, that alle maner of men 
that myghte beren Armes, fcholden ben nom» 
bred : and to every iq fcholde ben a Mayftre, 
and to every ioo a Mayftre, and to every 
ioooa Mayftre, and to every ioooo a May- 
ftre. Aftre he comanded to the Princypales 
of the 7 Lynages, that thei fcholde leven and 
forfaken alle that thei hadden in Godes and 
Heritage ; and fro thens forthe to holden hem 
payd, of 'that that he wolde zeve hem of his 
Grace. And thei diden fo anon. Aftre he 
cSmanded to the Princypales of the 7 Lynages, 
that every of hem fcholde brynge his eldeft 
Sone before him, and with here owne handes 
fmyten of here Hedes, with outen taryenge. 
And anon his Comandemcnt was performed. 
And whan the Qhane faghe, that thei made 
non obftacle to performen hisComandement, 
thanne he thoughte wel, that he myghte truft^n 
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in hem, and cSmanded hem anon to make 
hem redy, and to fewen his Banere. And 
aftre this, Chane putt in fubieccioun alle the 
Londes aboute him, Aftreward it befelle up- 
on a day, that the Cane rood with a fewe 
Meynee, for to beholde the ftrengthe of the 
Contree, that he had wonnen : and fo befelle, 
that a gret multy tude of his Enemyes metten 
with him ; and for to zeven gode enfample 
of hardyneffe to his peeple, he was the firfte 
that faughte, and in the myddes of his Ene- 
myes encountred ; and there he was cad from 
his Hors, and his Hors flayn. And whan his 
folk faughe him at the Erthe, thei weren alle 
abaf&ht, and wenden he had ben ded, and 
flowen every ch one ; and hire Enemyes aftre, 
and chaced hem : but thei wifte not, that the 
Emperour was there. And whan thei weren 
comen azen fro the Chace, thei wenten and 
foughtcn the Wodes, zif ony of hem had bep 
hid in the thikke of the Wodes : and many e 
thei founden and flowen hem anon. So it 
happend, that as thei wenten ferchinge, toward 
the place that the Emperour was, thei faughe 
an Owle fittynge upon a Tree aboven hym ; 
and than thei fey den amonges hem, that there 
was no man, be caufe that thei faughe that 
Brid there : and fo thei wenten hire wey ; 

and 
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and thus dcapcd the Emperoor from Dethe, 
And thannc he wente prevylly, allc be nyghte, 
tille he cam to his folk, that we* en folk ghjd 
of his comynge, and maden grete thankyogcs 
to God inmorralle, and to that Bryd, be whom 
here Lord was faved. And therfbre princy- 
pally aboven alle Pontes of World, thei wor- 
fchipen the Owle : and whan thei han ony of 
here Fedres, thei kepen hem fulle prccy oufly, 
in ftede of Relykes* and beren hem upon here 
Hedes with gret reverence : and tbei hokfcn 
hem felf blefTed, and faf from alle perries* 
while that thei ban hereupon hem; and ther- 
fbre thei beren here Fedres upon here Hedes. 
Aftre alle this the Cane ordeyned him, and 
aflembled his peple, and wente upon hem that 
hadden afiayled hym before, and destroyed 
hem, and put hem in fubieccionn and fervage. 
And whan he had wonne and putt alle the 
Londes and Contrees, on this half the Monnt 
BePyan, in fcbtecciotin, the wbyte Knrfght cam 
to him azen in his fleep, and feyde to him, 
Chan, the Wille of God idmortaife is, that 
thou pafle the Mount Belyan ; and thou ichalt 
wynne the Loud, and thou ichalt putten ma- 
ny Nacyouas in fubieccioun : and for thou 
ichalt fynde no gode pafiage for to go to- 
ward that Cdntree, go to the Mount Befjan, 

that 
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that is upon the See, and knele there 9 tymes 
toward the Eft, in the Worfchipe of God in- 
mortalle ; and he fchal fchevve the Weye to 
pafle by. And the Chane dide fo. And anon 
the See, that touched and was faft to the 
Mount, began to withdrawe him, and (chew- 
ed fair weye bf 9 fote brede large ; and fo he 
parted with his folk, and wan the Lond of 
Cathay y that, is the gretteft Kyngdom of the 
World. And for the 9 Knelynges, and for 
the 9 fote of Weye, the Chane and alle .the 
men of Tartarye hin the nombre of 9 in gret 
reverence. And therfore who that wole make 
the Chane ony prefent, be it of Hors, be it 
of Bryddes, or of Arwes, or Bowes, tfr of 
Fnite, or of ony other thing, J alweys he mod 
make it of the nombre of 9. And fo thahne 
ben the prefentes of grettere pleiance to him, 
and more benygnely he wil refcey ven hem, 
than though he were prefented with an 100 
or xoo. For hym femethe the nombre of 9 
lb holy, be caufc the M eflagre of God idmor- 
talle devifed it. Alio whan the Chane of Ca- 
thay hadde wbnncn the Contree of Cathay, 
and put in fubieccioun and undre fote many 
Contrees abouten, he felle feek. And whan 
he folic wel, that he fcholde dye, he feyde to 
his si Scenes* that every che of hem fcholde 
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bryoge him on of his AfeWes ; and fo thei 
diden anon. And thanne he contended, that 
men fcholde bynden hem to gedre, in 3 places; 
and than he toke hem to his eldeft Sone, and 
bad him breke hem alle to gedre. And he 
enforced hem with alle his myght to breken 
hem : but he ne myghte not. And than the 
Chane bad his feconde fone to breke hem; 
and fo fchortly to alle, eche afpre other: but 
non of hem myght breke hem. And than he 
bad the Zongeft Sone diflevere everyche from 
other, and breken everyche be him felf : and 
fo he dide. And than feyde the Chane to his 
eldeft Sone, and to alle the othere, Wherfbre 
myght zee not breke hem? And thei an- 
fwereden, that thei myght not, be caufe that 
thei weren bounden to gydre. And wherfbre, 
qaothe he, hathe zoure litylle zongeft Bro- 
ther broken hem ? Becaufe, quothe thei, that 
thei weren departed eche from other. And 
thanne feyde the Cbane, My Sones, quoth 
he, treuly thus wil*it faren be zou. For als 
longe as zee ben bounden to gedere, in 3 
places, that is to feyne, in Love, in Trouthe 
and in gode Accord, no man fchalle ben of 
powere to greve zou : but and zee ben difle- 
vered fro theife 3 places, that zoure on helpe 
not zoure other, zee fchulle be deftroyed and 
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brought to nought : and zif eche of zoti love 
other, and hclpe othere, zee fchulle be Lordes 
and Sovcreynes of alle othere. And whan he 
hadde made his Oidy fiances, he dyed. And 
thanne after hym, regned a Ecchecha Cane 
his eldeft Sone. And his othere Bretheren 
wenten to wynnen hem many Contrees and 
Kyngdomes, unto the Lond of Truyjfe and 
of RoJj}e 9 and made hem to ben cleped Chanel 
but thei weren alle obeyflaut to hire eldre 
Brother ; and therfore was he clept grete 
Chane. Aftre Ecchecha> regned b Guyo Chane: 
And aftre him, c Mango Cban, that was a 
godeCriftene man, and baptized, and zaf Let* 
tres of perpetuelle pes to alle Criftene men* 
and fente his Brother Halaon with gret ami- 
ty tude of folk, for to wynnen the Holy Lond, 
and for to put it in to Criftene mennes hondes, 
and for to deftroye Machametes Lawe, and 
for to take the Calyphee of Baldak, that was 
Emperour and Lord of alle the Sarazines. 
And whan this Calyphee was taken, d men 
fownden hipi of fo highe worfchipe, that in 

alle the remenant of the World, ne myghte a 
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man fynde a more reverent man, oe higher^ 
in worfchipe. And than Halaon made him 
come before him, and feyde to hym: Why* 
quoth he, haddeft thow not taken wirh the 
moSowdyoures, and teen y nowe, for a lytille 
quanty tee of tbrefour, for to defende the and 
thi Contree, that arc fc habundant of Treiore; 
and fo high in alle worfchjpe ? And the C*- 
lyphee anfwerd him, For he wel trowede^ 
that he hadde y nowe of his owne propte, 
men. And than feyde Bataon, Thou were 
as a God of the Sarazanes : and it is coove- 
nyent to a God, to ete no Mete, thai: is 
mortalle ; and therfore thou fchalt not ete* 
but precyous Stones t iche Berles, and Tre- 
four, that thou lo veft fo mpche. And than he 
comanded him to Prefcun, and alle his Tre- 
foure aboute htm ; and fc he dyed for Hungre* 
and Threft. And than aftre this, Halaon 
wangle the Load of Tromyffioun 3 and puttc 
it in to Criftene mennes hondes. But the 
gizisChaue his Brother dyede ; and that was 
gret forwe and lofle to alle Criftene men* 

Aftre Mango Cban % regned CobyU Chat, 
that was alio a Criftene man : and he regnede 
42 Zeere. He founded the grete Cy tee e Izonge 
in Cathay f that is a gret del more than Rome. 

3o*&r* k« I., 1. Jang, L. 3, 4. F, 
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The tother grec Cbane, that cam aftre him, 
fcecam a I^ayneme, and alle the other aftre 
him. 

The Ky ngdom of Cathay is the gretteft 
Reme of the World. And alfo the gret Cham 
is the mod myghty Emperour of the World f 
and the gretteft Lord undre the Firmament ; 
and (6 he clepethe him in his Lettres, right 
thus, Chan, filius *Dei excelfo omnium unir 
versa Terrain colentium sumus Imperator^ 
$S> Dominus omnium T>ominantium. And the 
ijLettre of his grete Seel, writeri abouten, is 
this, fDeus in Celo, Chan Jufer Terram* ejus 
fortitpdo. Omnium hominum Imperatoris fi- 
giltum. And the Superfcripcioun aboute his 
lityllc Seel is this, *Dei Fortitudo omnium 
hominum. Impetatoris Sigillum. And alle 
be it that thei be not criftned, zit natheles 
the Emperour and alle the Tarterynes beleeven 
fn God tnmortalle. And whan thei wille ma- 
nacen ony man, thanne thei feyn, God know- 
ethe wel, that I fchalle do the fuche a thing, 
and tellethe his Manace. And thus have zee 
hprd ? whi he is ciept the grete fXnfue. 
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Cap. XXII. 

Of the governance of the grete Chanes 
Court, and whan he makethe fo~ 
lempne Feftes. Of his PhHofophres. 
And of his Array > whan he ftdethe 
be the Contre. 

NO W fchalle I telle zou the Governance 
of the Court of the grete Cbane, whan 
he makethe fblempne Feftes: and that is prin- 
cipally 4 tymes in the Zeer. The firfteFefte 
is of his Byrthe : that other is of his prefen- 
tacioun in here Tempie, that thei clepen here 
a MoJeache y where thei maken a manere of 
Circumcifioun : and the tother 2 Feftes ben or 
his Ydoles. The firfte Fefte of the Ydole is, 
whan he is firft put in to hire Temple and 
* throned. The tother Fefte is, whan the Ydole 
begynnethe firft to Ipeke or to worche Myra- 
cles. Mo ben there not of folempne Feftes, 
but zif he marye ony of his Children. Now 
rfndirftondethe, that at every of theife Feftes, 

' * Mryfeac, L. i, i. Mofftak, F. X. 
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he hathe gret multytude of peple, well or- 
deyned and wel arrayed, be thoufandes, be 
hundredes and be tenthes. And every man 
knowethe wel, what fervyfe he fchalle do. 
And every man zevethe fo gode hede and fb 
gode attendance to his fervyfe, that no man 
fyndethe no defaute. And there ben firft or- 
deyned 4000 Baronnes myghty and riche, for 
to governe and to make ordynance for the 
Fefte, and for to ferve the Emperour. And 
theife folempne Feftes ben made with outen, 
in Hales and Tentes made of Clothes of Gold 
and of Tartaries, fulle nobely. And alle tho 
Barouns han Crounes of Gold upon hireHedes, 
fulle noble and riche, fulle of precious Stones 
and grete Perles oryent. And thei ben alle 
clothed in Clothes of Gold or of Tartaries or 
of Camokas, fo richely and fo perfy tly, that 
no man in the World can amenden it, qe bet- 
ter devifen it. And alle tho Robes ben or- 
frayed alle abouten, and dubbed fulle of preci- 
ous Stones and of grete oryent Perles, fulle 
richely. And thei may wel do fo : for Clothes 
of Gold and of Sylkben gretter chep there * 
gret del, than ben Clothes of Wolle. And 
theife 4000 Barouns ben devifed in 4 Com- 
panyes : and every thoufand is clothed in 
Clothes alle of o colour ; and that fo wel ar- 
* T 4 rayed 
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rayed and fo richely, that it is marvcyle fa 
b/tholde. The firfle thoufand, that is of Dukes, 
of Erics, ofMarquyfesandof Amyralles, alle 
clothed in Clothes of Gold, with Tyfleux of 
grene Silk, and bordured with Gold, fulle of 
precioufe Stones, in maner as I have feyd be- 
fore. The fecounde thoufand is alle clothed 
in Clothes dyapred of red Silk, all wroughte 
with Gold, and the OrfrayeS fete 'fulle of 
gret Perl and precious Stones, fulle nobely 
wroughce. The 3 thoufand is clothed in 
Clothes of Silk, of Purpre or of Tnde. And 
the 4 thoufand is in Clothes of zalow. And 
alle hire Clothes ben fo nobely and fo riche- 
ly wroughte with Gold and precious Stones 
and riche Perles, that xif a wan of this Con- 
tree hadde but only 6n of hire Robes, he 
myghte wel feye, that Ije fcholde nevere bh 
pore. For the Gold and the precious Stone's 
and the grete oryent Perles ben of gretter' 
value, on this half the See, than thei ben be- 
zond the See, in tho Contrees. And whan 
thei ben thus apparaylled, thei gon 2 and % 
togedre, fulle ordynatly before the Emperoui", 
with outen fpeche of ony Woord, faf only 
enclynynge to him. And everyche of hem 
berethe a Tablett of Jafpere or of Ivory or 
of Criftalle ; and the Mynftralle goynge be- 
fore 
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Aire hem, fownyng here Inftrnmentes of dy : 
yerfe melody e. And whan the firfte thoq r 
&nd is fhus pafled, and bathe made his Moftre, 
he withdrawethe him on that o fyde, And 
than eatrethe that other fecunde thoufand, 
/and dothe right fpi in the fame inanere of ar- 
ray and contenance, #s did the firfte : and af- 
tre the thridde, and "than the fourthe ; and 
noa pf hem feythenot o Word. And at o 
fyde of the Emperours Table, fitten many 
JPhUoibfres, that ben preved for wife men, in 
many dyverfegcyences; as of Aftronomye, 
Ntgromancye, Geomancye, Pyromancye, Y- 
dromancye, of Augury e and of many other 
^cyeoces. And everyche of hem ban before 
hem Aftrolabres of Gold ; fam Speres, sftme 
jhe Bray n Panne of a ded man, sttme VeiTclks 
of GoW ftdfe of GraveUe or Sond, sOrae Ve£ 
felies of Gold folk* of C&Jes hrennynge, slime 
VcMk of Gold fulle of Wxre and of Wyn 
arid of Oykiand sOftie GrHoges of Gold, mad 
fui nobely and richely wrought and many 
other maner of InftrqflieQtes aftre fake Sa- 
eaces. And at ceiceyn houres, whan hem 
thmkeebe time, tjiei feya to certeynQfficeres, 
that ftondeq before hero, ordeynd for the 
tyme, to finUille hire <^ma«Bdementes, Ma- 
hetbe Tees. And 4hab feya the Officeres, 

Now 
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Now Tees lyftenethe. And aftre that, fey th 
another of the Philofophres, Every man do 
Reverence j and enclyne to the Emperour* 
that is Goddes Sone and Soverayn Lord of 
mile the World \ for now is tyme. And 
thanne every man bowethe his Hed toward 
the Erthe. And thanne comandethe the fame 
Philofophre azen, Stondethe up. And thei 
don fb. And at another hour, feythe ano- 
ther Philofophre, Tuttethe zoure litille fyn* 
ger in zoure Eres, And anon thei don fb* 
And at another hour, feythe another Philofo- 
phre, Tuttethe zoure Honde before zoure 
Mouthe. And anon thei don fb. And at a- 
nother hour, feithe another Philofophre, Tut- 
tetbe zoure Honde upon zoure Hede. And 
aftre that, he byddethe hem to don here hond 
a wey ; and thei don fo. And fb from hour 
to hour, thei comanden certeyn thinges. And 
thei feyn, that tho thinges han dyverfe figni- 
ficaciouns. And I asked hem prevyly, what 
tho thinges betokened. And on of the Mai- 
(Ires told me, that the bowynge of the Hed 
at that hour betokened this, that alle tho that 
boweden here Hedes, fcholden evere more 
aftre ben obeyflant and trewe to the Empe- 
rour ; and nevere for ziftes, ne for promys 
in no kynde, ben fals ne Traytour urito him 

for 
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for gode ne evylle. And the puttynge of the 
litylle fyoger in the Ere, betokenethe, as thei 
ieyn, that none of hem ne fchalle not here 
fpeke no conrrarious thing to the Emperour, 
but that he fchalle telle it anon to his Con-* 
ieille, or difcovere it to (am men that wille 
make relacioun to the Emperour ; thoughe he 
were his Fadre or Brother or Sone. And fo 
forthe of alle other thinges, that is don be 
the Philofophres, thei tolde me the Caufes of 
many dyverie thinges. And truftethe righte 
wel in certeyn, that no man dothe no thing 
to the Emperour, that belongethe unto him, 
coutherClothinge, neBred, neWyn, ne Bathe, 
ne non other thing, that longethe to hym, 
but at certeyn houres, that his Philofophres 
wille devyfen. And zif there falle Werre in 
ony fyde to the Emperour, anon the Philofo- 
phres comen, and ieyn here avys aftre her 
calculaciouns* and confeylen the Emperour 
of here avys, be here iciences ; fo that the 
Emperour dothe no thing with outen here 
confeille. And whan the Philofophres han 
don and perfourmed here Cdmandementes, 
thanne the Mynftralle begynnen to don here 
Mynftralcye, everyche in hire Inftrumentes, 
eche aftre other, with alle the melodye, that 
thei can devyfe. And whan thei han done a 

gode 
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godc while, on of the Officeres of the Eti| r 
jperour gothe up on an highe Stage wroughte 
ffalle curyoufly, and cryethe and feythe vrtth 
lowde voys, Makethe Tees. And than every 
man is Utile. And thanne anon aftre, alle 
the Lordes, that ben of the Emperoures Ly- 
nage, nobely arrayed in riche Clothes of Gold, 
and ryally apparayled on white Stedes, ais 
manye as may wel fewen hem at that tymc, 
ben redy to maken here prefentes to the 
Emperour. And than feythe the Sty ward of the 
Court to the Lordes he nfcme, N* of N. and 
nempnethe firft the moft eaobie and the worths 
efte be name, and feythe, Be zee redy with fuche 
a nombre of white Hors, for to ferve the Em* 
perour, zoure Sovereyn Lord. AikJ €0 ano- 
ther )Losd r he feythe, -AT. of N. be zee redy 
with fuche a nombre, to fcrve zoure fovcreyn 
Lord And to another, rigjhc fo. And to alle 
the Lordes of the Emperoures Lyaage, cchc 
aftre other, $s tbei ben of Eftate. And wfaaq 
thci ben alle cleped, thei entren eche after o- 
ther, and prefeoceaen the white Hors to the 
Emperour; acid than gqn hire wey. And 
than aftre, alle the other Baroqpj every of 
hem z even hem prefentes, or Juelk, or flm* 
other thing, afore that thei hen of Eftate. And 
than aftre hem, atte the Prelates of hire Lawe, 
six} wligioufe men and other ; and every man 

zevethc 
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fcevethe him iom thing. And whan chat alle 
teen han thus prefented the Emperour, the 
gretteft of dignytee of the Prelates zevethe 
hem a Bleflynge, leyenge an Orifoun of hire 
Lawe. And than begynnen the Mynftrelle 
to maken hire MynftnUcye, in dyverfe In* 
ftrumeptes, with alle the melodye that thei 
can devyfe. And whan thei han don hire ' 
cuaft, than thei bryngen before the Empe- 
ror, Lyouns, Libardes and othere dyverfe 
Belles ; and Egles and Veutours, and other 
dyverfe Foules ; and Fiifches, and Serpentes ; 
for to don him reverence. And than comen 

1 

Jogulours and Enchauntoures, that don many 
marvay lies : for thei maken to come in the * 
Ayr, the Sonne and the Mone, be femynge, 
to every mannes fight. And aftre thei maken 
tfajoyght fo dcrfc, that no man. may fee no 
thi% And aftre thei maken the Day to come 
azen, fair and plefant with bright Sonne, to 
every mannes fight. And than thei bryngen 
in Daunces of the fairefte Damyielles of the 
Worlds and richeft arrayed. And aftre thei 
maken to comen in, other Damyielles, bryng- 
ynge Coupes of Gold, ftille of My Ik of dy- 
verfe Beftes, andzeven drynke to Lordes and 
to Ladyes. And than thei make Knyghtes 
to jouften in Armes fiiUe luftyly ; and thei 
6 rennen 
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rennen to gidre a gret raodoum ; and thef 
frutfchen to giderc fulle fiercely ; and thei 
breken here fperes Co rudely, that the Tron- 
chouns flen in fprote^s and peces alle aboute 
the Halle. And than thei make to come in 
huntyng, for the Hert and for the Boor, with 
Hotindes rennynge with open Mouthe. And 
many other thinges thei don, be craft of hire 
Enchauntementes ; that it is marveyle for to 
fee. And fnche pley es of deiport thei make, 
til the takynge up of the Boordes. 

This gret Chan hathe fulle gret peple for 
to ferve him, as I have told zou before. For 
he hathe of Mynftralles the Nombre of 13 
Cumanez : but thei abyde not alle weys with 
hym. For alle the Mynftrelle that comen be- 
fore hym, of what nacyoun that thei ben of, 
thei ben withholden with him, as oftftis 
Houihold, and entred in his Bokes, as fbrais 
cwne men. And aftre that, where that evere 
thei gon, ever more thei deymen for Myn- 
ftralle of the grete Chane : and undre that 
tytle, alle Kynges and Lordes, cheriflchen 
hem the more with Ziftes and alle thing. And 
therefore he hathe lb gret multytude of hem. 
.And he hathe of certeyn men, as thoughe 
thei were Zomen, that kepen Bryddes, as 
Oftry cches, Gerfacouns, Sparehaukes, faukons 

gentyls, 
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gentyls, Lanyeres, Sacres, Sacrettes, Papyn- 
gayes wel fpekynge, and Briddes fyngynge. 
And alfo of wylde Beftes, as of OJifauntz, 
tarqe and othere, Babewynes, Apes, Marme- 
fettes, and othere dy verfe Belles ; the moan- 
tance of 15* Cumanez of Zomen. And of 
Phificyens Criftene, he hathe 200. And of 
Leches, that ben Criftene, he hathe 210. And 
of Leches and Phificyens, that ben Sarra- 
zines 20 : but he truftethe more in the Cri- 
ftene Leches, than in the Sarazines. And 
his other comoun Houfhold is with outen 
nombre : and thei alle han alle necefiaries, and 
alle that hem nedethe, of the Emperoures 
Court. And he hathe in his Court many Ba- 
rouns, as Servy toures, that ben Criftene and 
converted to gode Feythe, be the prechynge 
of religiouie Criften men, that duellen with 
him : but there ben manye mo, that wil not, 
that men knowen that thei ben Criftene. 

This Emperour may difpenden als moche 
as he wile, with outep eftymacioun. For he 
defpendethe not, ne makethe no Money, but 
of Lether emprented, or of Papyre. And of 
that Money e, is fom of gretter Prys, and fom 
of lafle prys, aftre the dy verfitee of his Sta- 
tutes. And whan that Money hathe rpnne 
fo longe, that it begynnethe to wafte, than 

men 
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men beren it to the Emperoures Trefory e : 
and than thei taken newe Money for the olde. 
Ariti that Money gothe thorghe out alle the 
Contree, and thorghe oat alle his Provynces. 
For there and bezonde hem, thei make no 
Money nouther of Gold nor of Sylver. , And 
therfore he may defpende y now, and out- 
rageouily. And of Gold and Sylver, that 
men beren in his Contree, he makethe Cy- 
lours, Pyleres and Paumenres in his Palays, 
and other dyverfe thinges, what him lykcthe. 
This Emperour bathe in his Chambre, in on' 
of the Pyleres of Gold, a fcubye and a Char- 
boncle of half a fote long, that in the nyght 
zeverhe Co gret clartee and fchynynge, that 
it is als light as day. And he bathe many o- 
ther precyous Stones, and many other Ru- 
by es and Charboncles : but tho ben the gret* 
teft and the mode precyous. 

This Emperour duellethe in Somer in a Cy- 
tee, that is toward the Northe, that is cleped 
Saduz> : and there is cold y now. And in 
Wyntre, he duellethe to a Cy tee, that is clept 
Camaaleche : and that is an hote Contree, 
But the Contree, where he duellethe in molt 
comounly, is in Gay do pt in Jong, that is a 
gode Contree and a terapree, aftre that the 
Contree is there 1 but to men of this Con* 

tree* 
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tree* it were to patfyng bdoc. And wbaa 
this Empcrour wille rydc from o Conrrec to 
another, be ordeynetbe 4 Hoftes of his folk i 
of the whiche, the firfte Hooft gothe before 
him, a dayes, journeye. For that Hooft fchalie 
ben Jogged the nyght, where the Emperour 
fchalie lygge upon the Morwe. And there 
fchalje every man have alle matter of Vy taylle 
and necefTaryes* that ben nedefirfle, of the 
JSmperoures coftages. And in this firfte Hooft 
is the nonjbre of poeple 50 Cumaunez ; vvhac 
of Hors, what of Fote : of the whiche, eve-* 
ry Cumane? amounten to ioooo, as I have told 
zou before. And another Hooft gothe in the 
right fyde of the Emperour, nygh half a iour- 
neye fro him. And another gothe on the left: 
fyde, of him in the fame wife. And in every 
Hooft, is as moche amity tude of pcple, as, in 
the firfte Hooft. And thaime aftre comethe 
the 4. Hooft, that is moche more than ony 
of the otherc, and that gothe behynden him, 
the monntaace of a Bowe draught. And eve- v 
ry Hooft hathe his iourneyes ordeyned in 
certeyn places, where thei fchulte be logged 
at riyght ; and there thei fchulle have alle, 
that hem nedethe. And zif it hefalle, that 
ony of the Hooft dye, anon thei putten ano* 
ther in his place; ib that the riombre ichal 

. U evere 
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cvcrc more ben hooV And zee fchulle undir- 
ftonde, that the Emperour, in his propre per- 
fone, rydethe not as othere gret Lordes don 
bezonde; but zif him.lifte to go prevyly 
with fewe men, for to ben nnknowen. And 
clle he rytt in a Charett with 4 Wheles, upon 
the whiche is made a faire Chambre ; and it 
is made of a certeyn Wode, that comethe out 
of Taradys terreftre, that men clepen Lignum 
Aloes* that the Flodes of Taradys bryngen 
out at dyverfe cefbuns, as I have told zou 
here beforn. And this Chambre is fulle wel 
fmellynge, be caufe of the Wode, that it is 
made offe. And alle this Chambre is cover- 
ed with inne of Plate of fyn Gold, dubbed 
with precious Stones and grete Perles. And 
4 Olifauntz and 4 grete b Deftreres alle white, 
and covered with riche covertoures ledynge 
the Chariot. And 4 or 5- or 6 of the gretteft 
Lordes ryden aboute this Charyot, fulle riche- 
ly arrayed and fulle nobely ; fo that no man 
fchalle neyghe the Charyot, but only tho 
Lordes, but zif that the Emperour calle ony 
man to him, that him lift to fpeke with alle. 
And above the Chambre of this Chariot, that 
the Emperour fittethe inne, ben fett upon a 

> Dextrarii, L. Dromadayrs, F. 2. Stedes, E. 1, 2,, 3. 
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Perche 4 or 5 or 6 * Gerfaconns ;~ to that en- 
tent, that whan the Emperour feethe ony 
wyldc foul, that he may take it at his owne 
lift, and have the delport and the pley of the 
flight ; firft with on, and aftre with another t 
and fo he takethe his defport pafiynge be the 
Contree. And no man rydethe before himi 
of his Companye ; but alle aftre him. And 
too man dar not come nyghe the Chariot, by 
a Bowe draught, but tho Lordes only, that 
ben aboute him : and alle the Hooft cometh 
fay rely aftre him, in gret multitude. And alio 
fuche another Chary ot, with fucihe Hooftes, 
ordeynd and array d, gon with the EmprefTe, 
upon another fy de, every che be him felf, with 
4 Hooftes, right as the Emperour dide ; but 
not with fb gret muity tude of peple. And hi^ 
eldeft lone gothe be another weye in another 
Chariot, in the fame manere. So that there 
is betwene hem fo gret multitude of folk, 
that it is marveyle ro telle it. And no man 
Icholde trowe the nombre, but he had leeil 
it. And fum tyme it happethe, that whan he 
wil not go fer ; and that it lyke him to have 
the Emperefle and his Children with him j 
than thei gon alle to gydere ; and here folk 

c Gr'tjfonts, L. ■ ' 
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ben alle d medlcd iaftre,afld devyded in 4 par- 
ties only. : v 
<, And zee fehulle padirfto^de, that the Em* 
pireof this grfitjC^^ieis^vyded ifi i2f Pro* 
yynoe& ; aad -every Provy aoe hathe mo than 
jipoe ;Cyiiee3 ; and of Tewnes with otwen 
ppfflbre. This Coatree is fulic gret. For it 
hathe 1% pryacypalle Kynges, in ix Provynces* 
And every of tho Kynges ban many Kynges 
imdre hen?; ( and alle thei ben obey (Taut to 
the gret Gh&te. And his Lond and his Lord- 
ichipe durctbe fo ferre, that a man may not 
gon from on Hed to another, nouther be See 
toe Loud, the fpace of 7 Zeer. And thorghc 
the Defcrtes of his Lordichipe, there as men 
may iynde ao Townes, there ben Innes or- 
jfeyned be' every, iprneye, to refceyve bothe 
Man and' Hors ; in the whiche thei fchalle 
fynde plentec of Vytaylle, and of alle thing* 
that hem nedethe, for to go be the Contree. 

And there is a maryeyloufe cuftom in that 
Coqtree, (but is profitable) that zif ony con* 
trarious thing, that fcholde ben preiudice or 
grevauce to the EmperoiHyin ony kynde, anon 
the Emperonr hathe tydynges there of an4 
fulle knowleche in a day, thoughe it be 3 or 
4 iorneys fro him or more. For liis Ambafc 
fcdours taken here Dromedaries of hire Hors, 

* Medled in feie, fermixti. ^tld 
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*qd th$i priken 10 idle that ever* jdhei may; 
toward on of the Idnes : and \fchan thei comeiL 
there, anon thei bio wen an Home; and anon: 
thei of the In know*n wel y now*! that there 
ben tydynges to warnen t he Empcrour of forii 
rebellyoun azenil him. And thanhe anpn thei 
maken othe? men jedy, in alle hafte that thef 
S»y, to beren Lett res, afcd pryfcea iaalle that 
evere thei may, ttfle thei come to the other 
Innes with here Lettres ; and thannc thei ma- 
ken freflche men redy, to pryke forthe with 
the Lettres, toward the Empcrour ; whille that 
the lalle bryogere tefte him, and hayte his 
Dromedarie or his Hors, And fo fro In to 
In, tille in .come to the Emperour. And thus 
anon hathe he haft/, tydynges of ony thing, 
that berethe charge, be his Corrours, that 
rennen fo haftyly, thorghe out alle the Con- 
tree. And alio whan the Emperour fendethe 
his Corrours haftyly, thorghe out his Lond, 
everyche of hem hathe a large thong fulle of 
imale Belles; and whan thei neyghen nere to 
the Innes of other Corronres, that ben alio 
ordeyned be the iorneyes, thei ryngen here 
Belles, and anon the other Corrours maken 
hem redy, and rennen here weye unto another 
In : and thus rennethe on to other, fulle ipe* 
dyJy and fwyftly* tille the Emperours entent 

V } be 
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be ierved* in alle hafte. And thcife Curronrs 
benclept *Cbydydo, aftre here Langage, that 
is to (eye, a Meflagere. 

Alfo whan the Einperdttr gothe from o 
Contree to another, ds I have told zou here 
before, and he pafle thorghe Gytees and 
Townes, every man makethe a Fuyr before 
his Dore, and puttethe there inne Pouder of 
godeGommes, that ben fwete fmellynge, for 
to make gode favour to the Emperour. And 
alle the peple knelethe doun azenft him, and 
don him gret reverence. And there where 
religyoufe Criftene men dwellen, as thei don 
in many Cytees in the Lond, thei gon before 
him with procefiiouo, with Cros and Holy 
Watre ; and thei fyngen, Veui Creator* Sfiri- 
tusj with an highe Voys, and gon towardes 
him. And whan he herethe hem, he comaund- 
ethe to his Lordes to ryde befyde him, 
that the religioufe men may come to him. 
And whan thei ben nyghe him, with the Cros, 
thanne he dothe a down his f Galaothe* that 
fyt upon his Hede, in manere of a Chapelet, 
that is made of Gold and precioufe Stone and 
grete Pedes. And it is fo ryche, that men 
preyfen it to the value of a Roialme, in that 

Contre. And than he knelethe to the Cros. 

* 

tlftde, L. * Galittam, L. 
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And .than the Prelate of the religioufe men 
feythe before him'certeyn Orifouris, and ze- 
>ethe him aBleflynge with the Cft>$ .' and he 
enclynethe to the Bleffynge fijile devoutly. 
And thafcne the Prelate zevethe him fum m#- 
ner Frute, to the nombre of 9, in aPlatere of 
Sylver, with Perps or Apples or other manere 
Frate. And he takethe on ; and than men 
zeven to the otbere Lordes, that ben aboute 
him. For the cuftom is fuche, that no Strawi- 
gere fchalle come before him, but zif he zeVe 
Jiym fiim manere thing, aftre the olds Lawe, 
that feythe, Nemo occedat in confpettu tneo 
vacuus. And thanne the Emperouf feythe to 
the religious men, that thei withdrawe hem 
azen, that thei ne be hurt ne harmed of the 
gret multy tude of Hors, that comen behyndc 
him. And alfd in the fame maner don the 
religious men, that dwellen there, to the Em- 
perefles, that paflen'by hem, and to his 
eldeft Sone; and to every of hem, thei pre- 
fenten Frute. 

And zee fchulle undirffande, that the poe- 
ple ? that he hathp fo many hoftes offe, a- 
bouten hym and aboute his Wyfes and his 
Sone, thei dwelle not contynuelle with him : 
but alle weys, whan him lykethcj thei ben 
jTent fore ; and aftre whan thei han don, thei 

U 4 retournen 
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retournen to hire owne Houflioldes ; faf only 
thei chat ben dwellyngc with hym in Houf- 
hold, for to ferven him and his Wyfes and his 
Sones, for to governen his Houfhold. And 
alle be it, that the othcre ben departed fro 
him, aftre that thei haq perfourmed hire Ser- 
vyfe, zit there abydethe contynuelly with 
him in Court, 50000 Men at Horfe, and xooooo 
Men aFote ; with outen Mynftrelles, and tho 
that kepen wylde Belles and dy verfe Briddes* 
of the whiche I have tolde zou the nombre 
before. 

tJudre the Firmament, is not fo gret a Lord, 

ne fo myghty, ne fo riche, as the gcctcChane: 

Nought Trejire Joban* that is Emperour of 

the highe Tnde % ne the Sowdan ofBabyloyne* 

ne the JEmperour of *PerJye. Alle theife ne 

ben not in comparifoun to the grete Cbane ; 

. nouther of Myght, ne of Noblefle, neofRy- 

altee, ne of Richefie : For in alle theife, he 

paflethe alle erthely Princes, Wherfore it is 

\gret harm, that he belevethe not feithefully 

in God. And natheles he wil gladly here 

fpeke of God ; and he fuffrethc wel, that Cri- 

. ftenc men duelle in his Lordfchipe, and that 

men of his Fey the ben made Criftene men, 

zif thei wile, thorghe out alle his Contree. For 

he 



Sir John Maundevile, Kt. 297 

he defendethe no man to hoJde no Lavve, 
other tlian him lykethe* 

In that Contree, fcm man hath can 109 
Wyfes, sflme<5o, sOmemo, stiraeletfe. And 
thci taken, the hexte of hire Kyii* to hire 
Wyfes, laf only, that thei out taken hire Mo- 
dres, hire Doughtres, and hire Suflres of the 
Modre fyde : but hire Suftres on the Fadij: 
fyde, of another Woman, thei may wel take; 
and hireBretheres Wyfes alfo aftre hereDethe; 
and here Step modres alfo in the fame \vy fe. . 
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Cap. XXIII. 

1 

0/* ^ Z-fl^f and the Cufioms- of the 
Tartarienes, dueltynge in Chatay ; 
and how that men dan, whan the 
Emperour /thai dye, and how he 
fchal be chofen. 

TH E folk of that Ccotree ufen alle longe 
Clothes, with outen » Furroures. And 
thei ben clothed with precious Clothes of Tar- 
tarye, and of Clothes of Gold. And here 

■ Ptllura, L. 
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Clothes ben fly tt at die fyde ; and thei bea 
feftaed with Laces of Silk. . b And thei .clotfren 
hem alfo with Pylchc£ and the Hyde With 
outen. And thei ufen noutherCappe niHpod. 
And in the fame maiqer as the men gon, the 
women gon.; fo ttiat J iio' man mly'unethe 
knowetheMen fro theWSmen, faf only tho 
w5men, that ben maryed, that beren the tokne 
upon hire Hedes of a mannes Foot, in figne 
that thei ben undre mannes fote and ijndre 
fubifeccioun of man. And here Wyfes ne dwelle 
not to gydere, but every of hem be hire felf. . 
And the Husbonde may liggewith whom of 
hem, that him lykethe. Everyche hathe his 
Hous, botheman and w6man. And here 
Houfes ben made rounde of Staves ; and it 
hathc a rounde Wyndowe aboven, that ze- 
vethe hem light, and alfo thatferv^the for de- 
lyverance of Smoke. And the Helynge of 
here Houfes, and the Wowes and the Dores 
ben alle of Wode. 

And whan thei gon to Werre, thei leiden 
hire- Houfes with hem upon Charlottes ; as 
men don Tentes or Pavyllouns. And thei 
niaken hire Fuyr, in the myddes of hire 
Houfes, And thei hangret multytude of alle 

b Habent & Pelliceas, quibus utuntur ex tranfverfis, L. Et 
vcfient 4es Pellices, U Pe'd dehors. F. 
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maner of Beftes, faf only of Swyn : c for thei 
bryngen non forthe. And thei beleevcn wel, 
o God, that made and formede alle rhinges. 
And natheles zit han thei Ydoles of Gold and 
Sylver, and of Tree, and of Clothe. And to 
tho Ydoles, thei oflxen alle wey s hyre firft 
My Ik of hire Beftes, and alfo bf hire Metes, 
and of hire Drynkes, before thei eten. And 
thei often often tymes Hors and Beftes. And 
thei clepenthe God of d Kynde, Troga. And 
hire Emperour alfo, what name that evere be 
have, thei putten evermore therto Chane, 
And whan I was there, hire Emperour had to 
mmcThiaut; fo that he was clept Thiaut 
Chme. And his eldefte Sone was clept Tqffite. 
And whaiie he fchalle ben Emperour, he fchalle 
ben clept Tojfue Chane. And at that tyine, 
the Emperour hadde iz Sohes, with outen 
him ; that were named, Cuncy, Ordiii Chaha- 
day, Buryn> Negu, Nocab, Cadu, Siban, Cuten, 
Balacy, Baby Ian and Garegan. And of his 3 
Wyfes, the firfte and the pryncypalle, that 
was Tre/ire JobnesDoughite, hadde to name 
Serioche Chan; and the tother Borak Chan; 
and the tother Karanke Chan. 

The folk of that Contree begynnen alle 
hire thinges in the' newe Mone : ahd thei 

* Quia non nuirimt cos. L. f Nature. 
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worfchipen mocbe the Mone and the Sonne, 
and often t y me knekn azenft hem. . And allc 
the folk of theContree ryden comounly with, 
outen Spores : bat thei beren alle weys a ly- 
tille Whippe in hireHondes, for to chacea 
with hire Hors. And thei han gret Con- 
icience, land ho\den it for a gret Syape, to* 
cafien a Kny f in the Foy r, and for to drawe : 
Fieflfehe out of a Pot with a Knyf, and* for tq ; 
finyte an Hors with the handille of aWbippe^ 
or to linyte an Hors with a Brydille, or to* 
hreke o Bon with another, or for to cafte? 
lyiylk or ony Lykcmr, that men xijay drynke, 
upon the Erthc^ or for to take and fie lytil, 
Children. And tlje mode Synne, that ony, 
man may do, is to piffen in hire Houfes, that 
thei dwellen in. And who fb that may be 
founden with that Synne, fykerly thei fleq. 
bym. And of everyche of theife Synnes> it 
behovethe hem to ben fchry ven of hire Preftes* 
and to paye gret S6me of Silver for hire Pe- 
nance. And ,it behovethe alio, that the place, 
thartnen han pitied in, be halewed azen ; and 
and eHes dar no man entren there inne. And 

» ♦ • 

whan thei han payed hire Penance, men ma- 
ken hem paflen tliorghe a Fuyr or thorghe z % 
for to clenfen hem of hire Synnes. And alio 
whan ony Meflangcre comethe and bryngethe 
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Lettrcs or ony prcfcnt to the Emperouri it 
behovetbe him, that be with the thing that 
he bryngethe, pafle thorghe 2 bfennynge 
Fuyres, for to purgen hem, that he bryng* 
HO Poyfbun ne Venym, ne no wykked thing, 
that myght be grevance to the Lord. Awl 
alio, zif ony man or woman be taken in A* 
vowtery or Fornycacyoun, anon thci fleen 
him. Men of that Gontrec ben alle gode 
Archeres, and fchoc^ten righte welle, borhe 
)men and women, als wel on Hors bak, pryk- 
y ngfe, as on Fote, rennyngc. .And the Wo- 
men maken alle thingcs and alle maner My- 
#eres and Craftes ; as of Clothes, Botes and 
jOthefr thinges ; and thei dry ven Cartes, Plowes 
and Waynes and Chariottes : and thei maken 
Houfes and alle maner Myfteres, out taken 
Bowes and Arwes and Armures, that men 
.maken. And alle the Women weren Breech, 
•as wel as men. Alle the folk of that Contree 
iben fulle obeyflant to hire Sovereynes ; ne 
thei lighten not ne chiden not, on with ano- 
ther. And there ben nouther Thefes ne Rob- 
boures in thatContree ; and every man wor- 
ichipethe other : but no man there dothe no 
reverence to no Straungeres, but zif thei ben 
grete Princes. And thei eten Houndes, Ly- 
ounes, JLyberdes, Mares and Foles, AflesiRattes 
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and Mces, and alle maner of Belles, grete and 
jmale ; faf only Swyn, and Belles that wered 
defended by the olde Lawe. And thei eten 
alle the Belles, with outen and with inne $ 
with outen caflynge awey of ony thing, faf 
only the filthe. And thei eten but litille Bred> 
but zif it be in Courtes of grete Lordes. And 
thei have not, in many places, nouther Pefen 
ne Benes, ne non other Potages, but the 
Brothe of the FlefTche. For littille ete thei 
qny thing, but FlefTche and the Brothe. And 
whan thei han eten, thei wypen hire Hohdes 
upon hire Skirtes : for thei ufe non Naperye, 
ne To way lies, bijt zif it be before grete Lordes : 
but the comoun peple hathe none. And whan 
thei han eten, thei putten hire Diflches un- 
waflchen in to the Pot or Cawdroun, with 
remenant of the FlefTche and of the Brothe, 
til thei wole eten azen. And the ryche men 
drynken Mylk of Mares or of Camaylles or 
of AfTes or of other Befles. And thei wil 
ben lightly dronken of Mylk, or of another 
Drynk, that is made of Hony and of Watre 
ibden to gidre. For in that Contree is nou- 
ther Wyn ne Ale. Thei lyven fulle wreo 
ched liche ; and thei eten but ones in the day, 
and that but lytille, nouther in Courtes ne in 
other places. And in foothe, o man allone 

in 



Sir John Maundevile, Kt. 303 

in this Contree wil ete more in a day, than 
on of hem wil ete' in 3 dayes. And zif ony 
ftraunge Meffagre come there to a Lord, men 
maken him to ete bat ones a day, and that 
fulle litille. 

And whan thei werren* thei werren falle 
wifely, and alle weys don here befynes, to 
deftroyfen hire eaamyes. Every man there 
berethe x Bowes or 3, and of Arwes gret plen- 
tee, and a gret Ax. And the Gentyles haa 
fchorte .Speres and large, and fUHe tyench^nt 
on that o fyde: and thei han Plates and 
Helmes, made of € Quyrboylle ; and hire 
Hors covertoures of the fame. And who fo 
fleethe fro the Bataylle, thei fle him. And 
whan thei holden ony Sege abbuten Caftelle 
or Toun, that is walled and defenfoble, tbei 
behoten to hem that ben with inne, to don 
alle the profite and gode, that it is marveylle 
to here : and thei graunten alio to hem that 
ben with inne, alle that- thei wille asken hem. 
And afire that thei ben zolden, anon thei 
fleen hem alle, and kutten of hire Eres, and 
fowcen hem in Vynegre, and there of thei 
maken gret fervyfe for Lordes. Alle here 
itift and alle hereYmagjnacioun, is for to put- 
ten alle Londes undre hire fubieccioun. And 

f Carlo btdlitQ, L. 
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fhel feyii, rfiat thei Jknowen wd be Bird pto* 
phccyes, that thei fchulle ben ovcrccmen by 
ArchiereS, and be ftrengthe of hem : bur they 
knowe not of what nacioun, ne of what La we 
thei fchulle ben ofle, that ichulle overcome*) 
hem. Andtherfore thei iuiiren, that folk of alle 
LawesmaypeyfibelydueitenamoDgerhem. - 
Alfo whao thei wiile make hire Ydoles, 
or an Ymage of ony of hire Frendes, for to 
have remembrance of hym, thei makea alie 
weys the Ymage afle naked, with puten ony 
maner of Clothinge. For thei fcyn, that m 
gode love Icholdc be no eoverynge, that man 
fcholde not love for the faire Clothinge, ne 
for the ricbe aray, but only for die body* 
iuche as God ftathe made it, and for the gode 
vertues that the body is endowed with of na- 
ture ; not only for fair Clothinge, that is not 
of kyndely nature. 

And zee ichulle undirftonde, that it is gret 
drede for to purfue the Tartarines^ zif thei 
fleen in Batayile. For in fleynge, thei fchooten 
behynden hem, and fleen bothe men and Hors. 
And whan thei wilfighte,thei wille f ichokken 
hem to gidre in a plomp ; that zif there be 
20000 men, men fchalle not wenea* that 
there be leant ioooo. And thei cone wei 

* Ineedunt fariter, L» ' , . 
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Wynnen load of StraUbgeres, but thei eofle 
not kepen it. For thei han grettre luft to lyfe 
in Tentes with outen, than for to lye in Ga- 
ftelle or in-Townes* And thei prey fen m 
thing the wytr of other nicfouns. And a- 
monges hem* * Oyle of Oly vfe is fulle dere : 
for thei holdeto it for fulle noble medicyne. 
And alie the Tartar tents han finale By en and 
litille of Berd, and not thikkc hered* but 
f fchiere. And thei ben falfe and traytotfrest 
IT and thei lafted rioghte that thei behoten. 
Thei btfn fulle harde folk, and moche peyiz6 
ind wo mow feflren and difeft, more thafa auf 
other folk t for thei befc taughte therttt id 
hire owne Construe, of 5£otathe : and therfofe 
thei lpenden* a9 who fey the, tight nought. 

And whan ony mkn fchatlfe dye, men fetteri 
a fpere befycte him ; and whan he drawetfte 
towafdes the dethe, dvety ttom fleethe otit of 
the Hous* title hef faded; andiftre thrit* thei 
bury ea him it* the F£lde& And whan the Em- 
perdur dyethe* mea fetten him! m a Chayere 
in myddes the place of his Tent : and mefr 
fetten a Table before him clene* covered with' 
a clothe, and there fcpon FJefche and dyverfS 
V yaundes* and a Guppe Mk of Mates tnylL 

*Ctare, L. 
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And men putten a Mare befyde him, with 
hire Fole, and an Hors fadeled and brydeled ; 
and thei leyn upon the Hors Gold and Silver 
gret quanty tee : and thei putten abouten him 
gret plentee of Stree : and than men maken 
a gret pytt and a large ; and with the Tent 
and alle theife other thinges, thei putten him 
in Erthe. And thei feyn, that whan he fchalle 
come in to another World, he fchalle not ben 
with outen an Hows, ne with owten Hors, 
ne with outen Gold and Sylver : and the 
Mare fchalle zeven him mylk, and bryngen 
him forthe mo Hors, tille he be wel ftored 
in the tother World. For thei trowen, that 
aftre hire Dethe, thei fchulle be etynge and 
drynkynge in that other World, and fblacynge 
hem with hire Wifes, as. thei diden here. And 
aftre tyme, that the Emperour is thus enter- 
ed, no man fchalle be fo hardy to fpeke of 
him before his Frendes. And zit natheles fbm- 
tyme fallethe of manye, that thei maken hem 
to ben entered prevylly be nyghte, in wylde 
places, and putten azen the Grade over the 
Pytt, for to growe : or elle men coveren the 
Pytt with Gravelle and Sond, that no man 
fchalle perceyve where, ne knowe where 
the Pytt is, to that entent, that never aftre, 
none of his Frendes fchulle haa mynde ne 

remem- 
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remembrance of him. And thanne thei feyn, 
that he is ravisfht in to another world, where 
he is a grettre Lord, than he was here. And 
thanne aftre the dethe of the Emperour, the 
7 Lynages aflemblen hem to gidere, and 
chefen his elded Sone, or the nexte aftre 
him, of his Blood : and thus thei feye to him ; 
Wee wolen and wee prey en and ordeynen * 
that zee ben oure Lord and oure Emperour. 
And thanne he aniwetethe, Zif zee wile, that 
I regne over zou, as Lord, do everyche of 
zou, that I fchalle comanden him, outher to 
abyde or to go; and whom foever that I 
cSmaunde to ben flayn, that anon he be flayn. 
And thei anfweren alle with o voys, What fa 
evere zee comanden, it fchalle be don. Thanne 
fcythe the Emperour, Now undirftondethe 
wel, that my woord from hens forthe, is 
fcharp and bytynge as a Swerd. After men 
fetten him upon a blak Stede, and fo men 
bryngen him to a Cheyere fulle richely array- 
ed, and there t her crownen hym. And thanne 
alle the Cy tees and gode Townes fenden hym 
rychc prcfentes ; fo that at that iourneye, he 
fchalle have more than 60 Charlottes charged 
with Gold and Sylver, with outen Jewelles 
of Gold and precyoufe Stones, that Lordes 
zeven hym, that ben withouten efty macioun : 

X % and 
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and with outen Jtfors and Clothes of Gold and 
of Cajnakaas and Tartarynes, that ben with 
outen nombre. 
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Cap. XXIV. 
Of the Rotalme of Thurfe and the 
Londes and Kyngdomes towardes the 
Septentrionale parties, in comynge 
down from the Lend of Cathay. 

THIS Lood of Cathay is vtxAJye the 
depe. And aftre, on this half, isAJye 
the more. The Kyngdom of Cathay march- 
cthe toward the Weft, unto the Kyngdom of 
Tharfi ; the whiche was on of the Kinges, 
that cam to prefente our Lord in Betheleem, 
And thei that ben of the Lynage of that Kyng, 
am some Criftene. In Tharje, thei eten no 
Fleflche, ne thei drynken no Wyn. And on 
this half, towardes the Weft, is the Kyngdom 
of Turqueften, that ftrecchethe htm toward 
the Weft, to the Kyngdom of Terfie ; and 
toward the SeptrentionaUe, to the Kyngdom 
ofCharaJme. In the contre of T*rquejk» y 

ben but fewc gode Cytees; bat the befte 
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Cyte* of that Loud highte Offorar. There 
ben grete Paftures; but fewe Coornes ; and 
tberfore, for the mod partie, thei ben alle 
Herdemen: and thei lyzninTentes, and thei 
drynkeo a maner Ale, made of Hony. 

And aftre, on this half, is the Kyngdom of 
Chora/me, that is a gode lond and a plente- 
vous, with omen Wyn. And it hathe a De- 
fert toward the Eft, that laftethe more than 
an ico ioor&eyes* And the befte Cytee of 
that Contree is clept Chora/me. And of 
that Cytee, berethe the Contree his name. 
The folk of that Contree ben hardy Werry- 
oures. And on this half is the Kyngdom of 
Comanye y where of the Comayns that dwelle- 
den in Grece, Ibmtyme weren chaced out. 
This is on of the gretteft Kyngdomes of the 
World : but it is not alle enhaby ted. For at 
on of the- parties, there is fb gret cold, that 
no man may dwelle there : and in another 
partie, there is fo gret hete, that no man may 
endure it. And alfo there ben fb many Flyes, 
that no man may knoweon what fyde he may 
turnc him. In that Contree is but lytille Ar- 
berye, ne Trees that beren Frute, ne othere, 
Thei lyzn in Tentes. And thei brennen t ie 
dong of Beftes* for defaute of Wode. 

X $ Ihis 
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This Kyngdom defccndeth on this half to- 
ward us, and toward 'Pruyjfe* and toward 
Roffye. And thorghe that Contrec rennethe 
the Ry vcre of Ethille* that is on of the gret- 
teft Ry veres of the World. And it frefethe 
fo ftrongly alle Zeres, that many tymes men 
han foughten upon the lie with grere holies, 
bothe parties on fote, and hire Hors voyded 
for the tyme : and what on Hors and on Fote, 
mo than xooooo petfones on every fyde. And 
betweene that Ryvere and the grete See Oc- 
ceafty that thei clepen the See Maure, lyzn 
alle theife Roialmes. And toward the hede 
benethe in that Roialme, is the mount Cho- 
taZj that is the hieft mount of the world i 
and it is beiwene the See Maure and the See 
Cajpy. There is fulle ftreyt and dangerous 
paffage, for to go toward Tnde. And ther- 
foreKyng^/vyS»^leet make there a ftrong 
Cytee, that men clepen Aliz&ndre* for to 
kepe the Contree, that no man fcholde pafle 
with outen his leve. And now men clepen 
that Cytee, the Zate of Helle. And the prin- 
cypalle Cytee of Comenye is clept Sarak, that 
is on of the 3 Weyes for to go in to Tnde : 
but be the Weye, ne may not pafle no gret 
multytude of peple, but zif it be in Wyntre. 
And that paflage men clepen the 'Derbent. 

* The 
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The tother weye is for to go fro the Cytce 

of Turqueflert) be Terfie : and be that Weye, 

ben manye iourneyes be Defert. And the 

thridde Weye is that comethe fro Comanye, 

and than to go be the grete See and be the 

Kyngdom of Abcbaz. 

And zee fchulle undirftonde, that alle theife 

Kyngdomes and alle theife Londes abovefeyd, 

\xnto Truyffe and to Rojfye* ben alle obeyflant 
to the grete Cbane of Cat bap; and many 0- 

there Contrees, that marchen to other Codes. 

Whcrfore his powere and his Lordfchipe is 

fiille gret ? and fulle myghty. 

Cap. XXV. 

Of the Emperour of Perfye, and of the. 
land of derknejfe and of other Kyng- 
domes, that belongen to the grete 
Chane of Cathay, and other Londes 
of his , unto the See of Greece. 

NOW fithc I have devyfed zou the londe? 
and the Kyngdoms toward the parties 
feptentrionalcs, in comyoge down from th? 

' • ' ' X 4' 
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load of Cat h^ gatQ fhtioadta ©f theCriftcoe, 
towardes Truyfft aqd Jbjfrt ; now fchalle | 
devyfe zpu of othef Jogdes and Kyngderes, 
^omynge ck>uq be other Codes, toward the 

tjgjitfydcs urifQ tb«S.ec of C?r#f^, coward thfr 
lond of Criflene men : and therfwc that* af- 
tre Tnde and aftr* CtttMy* the Empcroyr of 
!?Vr$z is the grettefte Lord. Thwfore I fchaWo 
telle you of the Kyngdom of -Per/?*. Fitft> 
where he hatha % Kyogdomes; the firfte 
Kyngdorabegynnethe toward t; he Eft, toward 
the Kyngdom of Tupquefttn* and it ftrecchethe 
toward the Weft, unto the Ryvere of TbU 
Jon, that is on of the 4Ryveres, thatcomen 
out of *Paradys* And on another fyde, it 
ftrecchethe toward the Septemtrion, unto the 
See of Cajpye ; and alfo toward the Southe, 
unto the Defert of Tnde. And thjs Cpntyee 
is gode and pleyn and fulle of peple. And 
there ben raanye gode Cytees. But the % 
princypall? Cytees ben theife, Bqytvrra> and 
S earner gant y that §0 men clepen Sormagant. 
The tother Kyngdom of Terjie ftrecchethe 
toward the Ryvera of Thifbn* and the Parties 
of th$ Weft, unto the Kyngdom of Mede : 
And fro the grete Armenye* and toward the 
Septemtrion, to the See of Caftie ; and to- 
ward the Southe, to the lond of Tnde, That 

+ is 
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il aH© a gode lend and a plcntefcms ; and it 
bathe 3 grete printipaile* Cytees, Meffabor> 
Caphon and Sarmaffane. 
- AwkthmnczfaeisArmettye, inthewhiche 
weren wont to ben 4 Kyngdoracs : that ts a 
noble Cuntree, and folic of Godes. And it be* 
gynnetbe at Terfie* and ftiecchcthc toward 
the Weft in iengthe, unto Tvrkye. And in 
largenefie, it durethc to the Cy tee of Alt* 
zandre^ that now is dept the Zate of Hdle, 
that I f pak ofle beforn, undre the Kyngdom 
of Mede. In this Armenye ben fulie many? 
gode Cy tees : but Tanrizo is moft of name. 

Aftre this, is the Kyn^lom of Mede* that 
is fqtfe long : bat it is not folk large, that be* 
gynnethe toward the Eft, to the lond oiTer- 
jSe y and to Tnde the tefle. And it ftreccbetbc 
toward the Weft, toward the Kyngdom of 
Caldee, and toward the Septemtrion, defcend* 
ynge toward; the Ikille Armenye. In that 
Kyogdom of M*i*&% there ben many grete 
Htlks, and litOle of pkyn Erthe. There 
duelfen Sartxines, and another maner of 
folk, that men ckpen Cor dynes. The beile 
% Cytees of that Kyngdom, ben Sorrow and 

K#P€M§61§. 

Aftre that, is the Kyngdom of George* 
that begynnethe toward the Eft, to the gret 

Mountaync t 
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Mountayne, thztisdeptAtzor} where that 
dnellen many dy verfe folkof dy veiie Naciouos. 
And men clepcn t heContree^&gm.Tbis Kyng- 
domftrecchethehim towaidcsTur&ye, and to* 
ward the grete See: and toward the South, it 
marchethe to the grete Armenye. And there 
ben 2 Kyngdomes in that Contree ; that on 
is the Kyngdom of Georgie, and that other 
is the Kyngdom of Abcaz>. And alle weys 
in that Contree ben x Kynges, and thei ben 
bothe Criftene : bnt the Kyng of Georgie is 
in fbbieccioun to the grete Cbane. And the 
Kingofyftfcvi&hathe the more ftrong Contree: 
and he alle weyes vigeroufly defendethe his 
Contree, azenft alle tho that aflaylen him ; fo 
that no man may make him in fubieccioun to 
no man. In that Kyngdom of Abc*z> is a 
gret Marvaylle. For a Pro vy nee of the Con- 
tree, that hathe wel in.circnyt 3 iorneyes, 
that men clepen Hanyfbn, is alle covered with 
Derkneffe, wkhouten ony brightneffe or light ; 
fo that no man may fee ne here, ne no jman 
dar entren in to hem. < And nathetes, thei of 
the Contree feyn, that fom tyme men hcren 
voys of folk, and Hors nyzenge, and Cokkes 
crowynge. And men witen wel, that men 
dwellen there : but thei knowe not what men. 
And thei feyn, that the Derkneffe befelle be 
c . Myradc 
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TVIyracle of God. For a coifed Eraperourof 
JPerJie, that highte Saures, purfuede alle Cri- 
flene men, to, deftroye hem, and to compelle 
hem to make Sacrifife to his Ydoles ; and 
rood with grete Hoft, in alle that ever he 
myghte, for to confounde the Criftene menu 
And thanne in that Contree, dwelleden ma- 
ny egode criftene men, the whiche chat laften 
hire Godes, and wolde han fled in to Grece: 
and whan they weren in a playn, that highte 
Megofty anon this curfed Emperour mett with 
hem, with his Hooft, for to have flayn hem, 
and hewen hem to peces. And anon the Cri- 
ftene men kneleden to the grounde, and made 
hire preyeres to God, to fbkoure hem. And 
anon a gret thikke Clowde cam, and covered 
the Emperour and alle his Hooft : and fo thei 
enduren in that manere, that thei ne mowe 
not gon out, on no fyde ; and fo fchulle thei 
ever more abyden in Derknefle, tille the day 
of Dome, be the Myracle of God. And 
thanne the Criftene men wenten, where hem 
lykede beft, at hire own plefance, with outen 
lettynge of ony Creature; and hire enemy es 
enclofed and confounded in Derknefle, with 
outen ony ftrok. Wherfore we may wel feye, 
with 7)avU 9 A Domino faftu eft iftud\ ST 
eft mirabile in oculis noftris. And that was 

a gret 
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a grct Mytacle, that God made for bent. 
Wherfore methinkethe, that Criftene men 
fcholden ben more devoate, to fervea oure 
Lord God, than ony other men of ony other 
Se&e. For with outen ony drede, ne were 
curfednefie and Synne of Criftene men, thei 
fcholden be Lordes of alle the World. For 
the Banerc of JeJ* Crifi is alle wcys display- 
ed, and redy on alle fydes, to the help of his 
trewelovyngeScrvauntes: infbmocbe, that 
o gode Criftcne man, in gode Bekeve, icholde 
overcomen and out chacen a^iooo cuiied mys~ 
bcleevy ogc men ; as T)avidkythe in the Tfau- 
tere, jjjfmmid ferfifttbttur tmus mile* ® 
4*0 fugment decern mills. Et, Cadent * la? 
fere tua mille, & decern rmlia a dextris tuts. 
And how that k tnyghteben, that on fcholde 
chacen a iooo, T>avjd himfelf fey the, fo~ 
jewynge, ghtia manns ^Domini fecit hac om* 
nip. And oure Lord himfelf feythe* be the 
Prophetea mouthc, Si in viis meis aminla- 
yeritisj fteper tribukmtes v*s mi/Ffem manA 
mea. So that wee may feen apert^ly, that 
;aif wee wil be gode men, non enemye ne; 
may not enduren azenft us* Alio zee fchulle 
pndirftonde, that out of that lond of Derk- 
nefle, gothe out a gret Ryvere, that fchew* 
ethc wel, that thep: ben follt dweUyoge, be 

many 
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many redy tokencs : but no man dar not en* 
tre in to it. 

And wytethe well; that in the Kyngdoms 
of Gwrgie, oiAbchaz and of the litillc Ar- 
menye y ben gode Criftene men and devoute. 
For thei fchry ven hem and howfele hem ever- 
more ones <v twyes in the Woke. And there 
ben maqye of hem, that howfele hem every 
day : and fo do w£e not on this half; alle be 
it that feynt Toul c&mandethe it, feyenge, 
Omnibus diebus dominkis ad comunkandi 
hortor* Thei kepen that Cdmandement': bat 
wee ne kepen it not. 

Alio afire, on this half, is TurAye, that 
marchethe to the grctc Armettye. And there 
ben many Provy nces, as Cafadocbe, Saure, 
Brique> tguejiton, Tytan and Gemethe. And 
in every che of theife ben many gode Cytees. 
This Turkye ftrecchethe unto the Cytee of 
Sacbala, that fittethe upon the See of Grece ; 
and fo it marchethe to Syrie. Syrie is a gret 
Contree and a gode, as I have told zon be- 
fore. And alfo it hathe, aboven toward Zhde, 
the Ky ngdom of Caldee, that ftr ecchetbe fro 
the Mountaynes of Calde t toward the Eft, 
unto the Cytee oiNynyvee, that fittethe up. 
on the Ry vere of Tygre : and in largenefle, 
it begynnethe toward the Northe* to the Cy- 
tee 
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tee of Maraga; and it ftrecchethe toward the 
Southe, unto the See Occean. In Caldee is a 
pleyn Contree, and fewe Hilles and fewe Ry- 

Tcres. 

Aftre is the Kyngdom of Mefopotayme, 
that begy nnethe toward the Eft, to the Flom 
of Tygre, iinto a Cy tee that is clept Mofelle: 
and it ftrecchethe coward the Weft, to the 
Flom of Eufrate, unto a Cytee thatts clept 
Roianz,: and in lengthe it goche to the mount 
ofArmenye, unto the Defert of Tnde the lcfle. 
This is a gode Contree and a pleyn : but it 
hathe fewe Ryveres. It hatHe but z Moun- 
raynes in that Contree : of the whiche, on 
highte Symar, and that other Lyfon. And 
this Lond marchethe to the Kyngdom of 
Caldee. 

Tax. there is, toward the parties meridionales, 
many Contrees and many Regyouns ; as the 
lond oiEthiofe* that marchethe, toward the 
Eft, ito the grete Defertes ; toward the Weft, 
to the Kyngdom oiNubye ; toward the Southe, 
to the Kyngdom of Moretane ; and toward 
the North, to the rede See. Aftre is More- 
tane, that durethe fro the Mountaynes of E- 
tbzope, unto Lybie the hize. And that Con- 
tree lyzth a long fro the See Occean y toward 
the Southe ; and toward the Northe, it march- 
* ethc 
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ethe to Nubye, and to the highc Lybye. (Theife 
men hfNubye ben Criftene.) And it march* 
cthe fro the londes abovefeyd to the Defertes 
oi Egypt. And that is the Egypt* that I 
have fpoken of before. And afcre is Li bye 
the hye, and Lybye the lowe, that defcehd- 
ethe down lowe, toward the grete See of 
Spayne. In the whiche Contree ben many 
Kyngdomes and many dy verfe folk. Now I 
have devy fed zou many Contrees, on this half 
theKyngdom of Cathay: of the whiche, ma- 
ny ben obeydant to the grete Chane. 

Cap, XXVI. 

Of the Contrees and 77es 9 that ben be- 
zonde the Lond of Cathay; and of 
the Frutes there ; and of 22 Kynges 
enclofed within the Mountaynes. 

NOW fchalle I fcye zou fewyngly of 
Contrees and Yles, that ben bezonde, 
the Contrees that I have fpoken of. Wher- 
fbre I ley e zou, in pafTynge be the Lond of 
Cathaye, toward the highc Tnde y and toward 
Bacharye* men paflen be a Kyngdom, that 

men 
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filed clepert Qtfdilbti that is a fullc fair Ctm+ 

tree* And there growethe a maoer of Fray t, 

as thoughe it wered GowrdeS : and whan thei 

ben rype* men kutten hem a to, and men 

fynden with inne a lytylle Bed, in Fleflche, 

id Bon and Blode* as though it were a lytylle 

Lomb, with ou ten Wolle. And men eten bo the 

the Ft ut and the Beft : and that is & gret Mar* 

teylle. Of that Frute I have eten; allc thought 

it Were wondirfalle ; but that I koowe wel, 

that God is matveylkras in his Werkes. And 

natheles I tolde hem, of als gret aMarydyHe 

to hem, that is amonges us : and that was of 

the Bernake*. For I tolde beta, that in cmte 

Contreewer en Trees, that beren a Fruy t, that 

becomen Bridcks fleey nge : and tho that fellen 

in the Water, lyyen $ and thei that fellen on 

the Erthe, dy en anon : and thei ben right 

gode to Maflnes mete. And here of had thei 

als gret mdrvaylle* that stfme of hem trowed, 

it were an impoffible thing to be. In that 

Contree ben longe Apples, of gode favour ; 

where of ben tm than an too in a Clulbre, 

and als naaitye in another ; *n4 tbfii tela gr ert 

ItifigeLev&aodk&ge* ol^Fcmctofig&t more 

And itt that Contree, and in ©the* Contrees 

there abotrcen, gftowta tmtty Trees, that betta 

Clowe Gy iofto and Nowrtwg<% afitf gret* 

Notes 
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Notes of Tnde and of Cane lie and of matiy 
Other Spices, i And there ben Yynes, that 
beren fo grete Grapes, that aftrong manfcholde 
haye y now to done, for to bere o cluftre with 
alle the Grapes, In .that fame regioun betl the 
Mountaynes of Ca/pye^ that men clepen c 0- 
her in the Contree. Betwene tho Mpuntaynes, 
the J ewes of 10 Lynages ben enclofed, th^t 
men elepen Got he atid Magothe : and thjbi 
. mowe not gon out on no fyde. There weren 
-, $nclofed 2x Kynges with hire peplei. that duel- 
leden betwene, the Mountaynes of Sythye. 
pThere Kyqg Alifandre chacede hem betwene 
tho Mountaynes ; arid there he thoughte for 
to enclpfe hem thorghe werk of his men. . Bat 
whaithe faughe, that he myghte not don it, 
ne bryng it to an ende, he preyed to God of 
Nature, that he wolde parforme that that he 
had begonne. And alle were it fo; that he 
was a Tayneme and not worthi to ben herd, 
zit God of his grace clofed the Mountaynes 
to gydre : fo that thei dwellen there, alle fafte 
y lokked and enclofed withhighe Mountaynes 
alleaboute, faf only on,o fyde ; : and on that 
fyde, is the See of Caff ye. t Now may fum 
men asken, Sithe that the See is on that o 
fyde, wherforc go thei not out on the See 
fyde,* for to go where that hem lykethe ? Bat 

Y id 
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to this queftioun, I (dial aafwere, That 
of Qifpye gotbe out be Londe, undre the 
M ountaynes, and rennerhe be the Defert at o 
fyde of the Contree ; and aftre it ftrecchethe 
unto the endes of Terfie. And alle tfaoughe 
it he clept a See, it is no See, ne it touch- 
erhe to non other See : but it is a Lake, the 
gretteft of the World. And thoughe thei 
wolckn putten hem in to that See, thei ne 
wyften never, where that thei fchoide ar* 
ryven. And alio thei couen no Langage* 
but only hire owne, that no man knowethe 
h& thei : and therfare mowe thei net gon 
out. And alfc zee fchulle undirftonde, that 
the J ewes han no propre Lond of hire owne 
for to dwellen inne, in alle the World, but 
only that Lend betwene the Mountaynes 
And zit thei zelden Tribute for that Lond to 
the Queen of Amazoine^ the whiche makethe 
Jhem to ben kept in cloos fulie diligently, that 
ihei fchalle not gon out on no fyde, but be 
the Coft of hire Lond. For hire Lond march- 
ethe to rho Mountaynes. And often it hathe 
befallen, that slime of the Jewes han gon up 
the Mountaynes, and avaled down to the Va- 
leyes : but gret pombre of folk ne may not 
do fo. For the Mountaynes ben fo hye and 
fo ftre^hse up, that thei mofte abyde there, 

i maugre 
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mtugre hire Myghte. FertbeitoeWsfifet^jii 
oot> feut be a ftratte tffiie, that was ifcade be 
ftreHgtfee^f«Ben; and it lafc&fcs Wet * 4 gt fete 
My3e'. * And aftre, is there zit a Lond alia 
Defert, where men may fytode no Watre, ne 
for dyggy nge, ne for nen other thing. Whei> 
fore men may not dweflen m that pikce ; f& 
t? it ftiHe of Dragounes» of &erperites and oF 
other venymous Beftes, that no man dar not 
pafle, but zif it be be ftrong Wyntre. , Aral 
that ftreyt paflage, men clepen in that Con^ 
tree, Clyrtm. And that is the paflage, that 
the <£ueen of Amazsoine makethe to ben kept: 
Andthoghe it happeae, fom of hem* be for*- 
tune, to gon out ; thei conen no maner of 
Langage but Ebrow : {0 that thei can not 
(peke to the peple/ And zit natheles, men 
feyd, thei fchalle gon out in the tyine of An- 
tecrift, and that thei fchuMe maken^ret flaugh- . 
tre of Criftene men. And therfote die the 
Jewes, that dweften in afle Londes, lernen 
alle weys to fpeken Ebrew, in hope that whan 
the other Jewes ichulle gon out, that the! 
may undirftonden hire Speche, -and to leden 
hem in to Cr if} endow, for to deftroye the 
Criftene peple. For the Jewes feyn, that 
they knowen wel, be hire Prophecyes, that 
thei <rf Cafpye fdreffte gofc <m and-^fpreden 
/ ■ ' Y z thorghe 
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thorghe out alle the World; and that the 
Criftene men fchulle ben undre hire Sobiec- 
cionn, al$k>nge*as thei han ben in fubiecci- 
pun of hem. And zif that zee wil wyte* 
how that thei fchulle fynden hire Weye, af- 
tre that I have herd feye, I fchalle telle zou. 
In the time of Antecrift, a Fox fchalle make 
there his trayne, and mynen an hole, where 
Kyng Alifandre leet make the Zates : and lb 
longe he fchalle mynen ;and perce the Erthe, 
til that he fchalle pafle thorghe, towardes 
that folk. And whan thei feen the Fox, thei 
fchulle have gret maryeylle of him, be caufe 
that thei faughe never fuche a Beft. For of 
alle othere Belles, thei han enclofed amonges 
hem, faf only the Fox. And thanne thet 
fchullen chacen him and purluen himfo ftreyte, 
tille that he come, to the lame place, that he 
cam fro. And thanne thei fchullen dyggen 
and mynen fo llrongly, tille that thei fynden 
the Zates, that Kyng Alifandre leet make of 
grete Stones and paflynge huge, wel fyment- 
ed and made, .ftronge for the mayftrie. ,And 
tho Zates thei fchulle breken, and fo gon out, 
be fytfdyng^ of that illue. 

Fro that, Lond, gon men toward the Lond 
6f Bacharkk where beafulle yvele folk and 
Me cruelk. ' la that Load bea Trees, thac 

berea 
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bcren Wolle, as tHoghe it were of Scheep ;• 
where of men maken Clothes, and alle thing 
that may ben made of Wolle. In that Con-' 
tree ben many Ipotaynes, that dwellen fom- 
tymein theWatre, and lomtyme on theLondr 
and thei ben half Man and half Hors, as I 
have feyd before : and thei ecen men, whan 
thei may take hem. And there ben Ry veres 
ofWatres, that ben fulle by ttere, three fythes 
more than is the Wacir of the See. hi that 
Contree ben many Griffbunes, more plentee 
than in ony other Contree. Sum men feyn j 
that thei han the Body upward, as an Egie, 
and benethe as a Lyoun : and treuly thei fey n 
fothe, th$t thei ben of that fchapp. §ut q 
Griffbun hathe the body more gret and is 
more ftrong thanne 8 Lyouns, of luche Ly- 
ouns as ben o this half; and more gret and 
ftrongere, thai* an 100 Egies, fuche as we 
han amonges us. For o Griffbun there wil 
bere, fleynge to his Neft, a gret Hors, or z 
Oxen £oked to gidere, as thei gon at the 
Plowghe. Fpr he hvbs his a Talouns falongc 

a One 4 Foot long, in the Cotton Library, hgs % Silver 
Hoop about the end, whereon is engraven, Grtyhi Unguis, 
J)ho Cuthberto Dunelpienfi facer* Another about an EH long, 
is mentioned by Dr. Grew, in his Hiftory of the Rarities of 
the Royal Society, fag. z6 : tho' the Doctor there ruppofes 
it rather the Horn of a Rock-Buck or Qf tlie lbe^mas. 

Y 3 and 



thei weren Horoes ofgiqte Oxea or of Bogies 
or of Kyza ; fo tb$f men woke* Cvppcs of 
hem, to dfynfcpa of: and: o£ hire Ribbcs ami 
9f the Pennes of hire Weoges* nwb iraken 
Bowes fulle ftronge, to fcho*e witk Arwes 
3nd* QuaseHa Fuon* thees gem nm\ y be many 
tournoyes* tbofghe the Load ofPireftre J*bir% 
the grete Eaapepow of Tifcfr. AjekI men cTepdn 
Jus Roialnje* the Yie of 'Pentaxairt* 

9 
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Cap. XXVIL 

@f the RjcMe eft ate of Pteftre Jo&aj 
and "of a ricfre man>. that made a 
marveyUous Co/belle, and ehped H 
Paradys t amtofhh Sotykee. 

THIS Emperour Wre/treJofoholtMe 
gret Lond, and bathe many fulle noble 
Cytftes. and godc Townes in his Roy atone* 
and many grere dyverfe Yles and large. For 
alle the Contree of Tnde is devyfed in Yles, 
for rhe gretc Flodes, . rhat cdmen from Tara* 
dysy that depar ten alle the Load in many par- 
ties. And alio in the Sec, he hathe fulle 

* 
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manye YIes. Am! the befte Cytee in the YIe 
of Tentexoire is Nyfe, that is a Me; Ryalle 
Gytee and a nibble, and folle riehe. This 
Treftre John hathe ufldre him many Kynges- 
and many YIes and many dy verfe folk of dy- 
verfe condtetoans. And this Lond is fiiHe 
gode and ryche ; but not fo riche as is the 
Lond of the grete Chatte. For the Marchaantes 
come not , thidre fo coraotmfy , for to oy$ 
Mat chandifcs, as thei do0 in the Lond of the 
gret Ghant : for it is to fer to travay lie to> 
And 1 on that other pattft, m the Yle of Ca- 
thfy rrrctt fynden aHe mane* thing, that fs 
nede to man ; Ctottfes of Gold, of Silk, and 
Spycerie. And theffore, alfe be it that, men 
han grettre chep in the YIe of Treflre Johrt>, 
nathefes men drcdcn the Ionge wey and the 
grete per iles in the See, in tho parties. Fo* 
in niany places of the See ben grete Roches 
of Stones of the Adamant, that of hisprqpre 
nature drawethe rren to hhu. And therfore 
, there partem no Schippes, that han outher 
Sondes or Nayles of Iren with in hem : and 
zif there do, anon the Roches of the Ada- 
mantes drawen hem to hem, that never thei 
ntay go thens. I my ietf have feen o Fer- 
tom in that See, as thonghe it hadde ben 
a grec Yle fulle of Trees and Bufcaylle, futte 

Y 4 Qf 
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of Thornes and Breres, gret plentec. " And 
the Schipmen tolde us, that alle that was o£ 
§chippes, that weren drawep thidre be thq 
Adainauntes, for the Iren that was in hem. 
iVnd of the rotenefTe and other thing that was 
with in the Schippes, grewen fuche Bufcaylle 
and Thornes and Breres and grene Graflfe and 
fuche mancr of thing; and pf the Mafte$ 
?nd the Sey lie Zerdes : it femed a grete Wode 
or a Grove. And fu,che Roches ben in many 
places there abouten. And therfore dur not the 
]Vlarchauntes paflen there, but zif thei knoweri 
\yel the paflages,or elie that thei han gode Lodes 
men. And alio thei dreden the longe weye : and 
therfore thei gon to Cathay ; for it is more 
nyghe: and zrtis not fc> nyghe, but that meif 
mode ben travayllynge be See and Lond, i j 
IVfonethes or 12, homGene or from Venyfe\ 
pr he come to Cathay. And zit is the Lond 
pf Treftre John more ferr, be many dre^- 
fulle iourneyes. And the Marchauntes paflea 
be the Kyngdom of Terjie^ and gon to a Cy f - 
tee that is clept Hermes: for Hermes the 
Philofophre founded it. And aftre that, thei 
paflen an Arm of the See, and thanne thei 
gon to another Cy tee that is clept a Colbache: 
and there thei fynden Marchandifes, and of 

* Gobatht, L. 
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IRopengayes, as grec plentee as men fyndea 
fcere of Gees. And zif tjiei will paflen fer- 
jhere, thei may gon fy kerly i now. . In tha^ 
Contree is but ly ty lie W hete or Berley : and 
therfore thei eten Ryzs and Hony and Mylk 
and Chefe and Frute. 

This Emperoqr Trefire John takethe allc 
weys to his WUJ the Doughtre of the grete; 
Chan? : zpd the gret Chane alfo in the famd 
wife, the Doughtre of Trejire John. For f 
theife % ben the gretteft Lordes undir the Fir- 
mament. 

In the Lond of Trejire John* tjen many; 
dyverfe thinges and many precious Stpnes* 
fo grete ancj fo large, that men maken of hern 
Veflelle ; as Plateres, Diflches and Cuppes. 
And many other marveylles ben there ; that 
it were to combrous and to long to putten it 
;n fcripture of Bokes. 

But of the prineypalle Yles and of his E-r 
(late and of his Lawc, I fchallc telle zou fom 
.partye. This Emperour Trejire John is Cri- 
ftene ; and a gret partie of his Contree alfo : 
but zit thei have not alle the Articles of oure 
Feythe, as wee have. Thei beleven wel in 
the Fadre, in the Sone and in the Holy Goft: 
and thei ben fulle devoute, and righte trewe 
on to another, And thei fctte not be no Ba- 

rettes, 
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tcttesy ne by Cawteles* ne of no Dffiteytes. 
And he hathe nndra him 7* Prof ynees j and! 
in every Prorynce is a Kyng. And theifc* 
Kynges han Kynges undre hern ; and affe bed 
tributaries to ^refire John. And 1 he hathe 
in his Lordfchipes many grete ftiarveyfes. ., for 
m his Confree, is the See that mea cfepen thq 
Gravely See, that is allc Gratefle and Sonet 
with oaten owy drope of Wtttie ; and it eb- 
bethe md flewethe in grete Wawes* as other 
Sees don : and it is never Utile ne topc% m no 
maner cefbun. And no man may paflfe tha* 
See be Navye* ne be ik> mane* of craft : and 
therfbre may no man kiwwre, what Load is v 
bezond that See. And alfe be it that it hate 
no Watte, ztt men fyndcrr therein* aadoafhe 
Baukes, fnfle gode Fiflche of other matter Of 
fcynde and fehappe, thanne men fyndent m 
ony other See ; and thei ben of right goode 
raft, and defycious to mannes mete.. 

And a 3 icmrneys long fro that See, ben 
gret Mottntaynes ; out of the whiche gotht 
out a gret Flood, that con&ethe oat of Tora- 
dys : and ir is Mk of precious Stones, with, 
outen ony drope of Water : and it rennethe 
thorghe the Defer*, on that o fyde; fo that 
it makethe the See gravely : and ir berc*he 
in to that See, and there it <ndethe. And 

that 
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AMF'Wtoerefijwtterjdfoy 5 datyesin the WoJk^ 
and buy ageth<? with hio* gtete Stones, sod The 
Roches a4fe> therewith, anddtatgtwr.plaatee; 
Add' a**>ti a* the* be** dfitved ia to die graw 
ly See, the! ben feya a# aore ; ' tar kft . £oe 
eve#e ittore. Add in th© 3; dayes, due dor 
Ryvere rennethe, no man dar entreat into Mi 
bet ft* the other day«Sj mertdarcarwn wef y 
new. Alfo bezonde that Ftdme, more iip>» 
ward to die Defertes^ is a giecFkyft aftegm* 
TcMy feefweae the Mouatayees 5 and in tint 
Pfayo, every (fey at the Sown* f^ogf«,hegyftv. 
neti togrowefaaak'Tfees'; a^dtti gfow*a. til 
* jtoydday, besynge Frote : bat w&ram, dar taften 
oftftatftiwe; ft* it is * tfcag of Fay rye. Mad 
aftre mydefay, tfcet c&fcieero asd enures aseea 
nr to the Ertfte ; fc- that at dte'goyflgedoitti of 
tfifeSonne, tfteiapperetrnontore; and fe the! 
don eresy day; and that fe a graft marvayUe, 

In that Ddferc ben many wytde nueav that 
l>en l^doirfe to- Men* on : lor thei beti *-hoan* 
^1 -<$; : antf tfher fpafecii tibugfofc but fh« gvoisnesf^ 
as Pygges. And f here is atfo g^ec ptenter of 
tvyHe Hbtmdes. And there be* ttftfflye For* 
pegayes, that theiefepcaPfoake*ifl«hif*Laxi> 
gage r and thei fpefcen of lire pmp *e oaOMfc) 
#nxf j(ihrctt mew that gon tbarglte iheDefcrtcs, 

b The tatln Verfioii docs not mukc thtitr bvratd. 

and 
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?nd fpeken to hem als appertely, as thougbe 
it were a man. And thei that fpeken wel, 
han a large Tonge, and han 5 Toos upon a 
Fore. And. there ben alio. of other manere, 
that han hat 3 Toos upon a Fote ; and thei 
fpeken not, or but litille : for thei cone not 
but cryen. ' . 

This Emperour Treftre John, whan he 
gothe in to Battayle, azenft ony other Lord, 
he hathe no Baneres born before him : but he 
bathe 3 Crofles of Gold, fyq, grete and hye* 
fulle of. precious Stones: and every of the? 
Croflcs ben fett in a Chariot, fulle richely ar- 
rayed. And for to kepen every Cros, bei^ 
ordeyned loooomen of Armes, and mo than 
100000 men on Fote, in maner a$ men woldq 
kepe a Stondard in oure Contrees, whan that 
wee ben in Lond of Werre. And this nom- 
bre of folk is with outen the pryncipaliq 
Hooft, and with outen Wenges ordeynd for 
the Bataylle. And, whan he hathe no Werre, 
t>ut ridethe with a pryvy Meynee, thaiine hQ 
hathe bore before him but o Croft of Tree, 
with outen peynture, and with outen Gold 
or Silver or precious Stones ; in remembrance, 
that Jefu Criji fuffred Dethe upon a Cro<r of 
Tree. And he hathe born before him alfo 3 

Plater of Gold fulle of Erthe, in tokene that 

• ^ * ■ • » • * « 
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his Nobleflc and his Myghte and his Fleflchc 
fchalle turnen to Efthe. And he hathe born, 
before him alfo a Veflelle of Silver, fulle of 
noble Jewelles of Gold fulle riche , and of 
precious Stones, in tokene of his Lordfchipe 
and of his Noblefle and of his Myght. He 
duellethe comounly in the Cy tee of Sufe ; 
and there is his principalle Palays, that is fb 
riche and fo noble, that no man wil trowe it 
by eftymacioun, but he had feen it. And 
aboven the chief Tour of the Palays, ben x 
rounde Pomeles' of Gold ; and in everyche of 
hem ben * Carboncles grete and large, that 
fchynen falle brighte upon the nyght. And 
the principalle Zates of his Palays ben of pre- 
cious Ston, that men clepen Sardoyne : and 
the Bordure and the Barresf ben of Ivorye : 
and the Wyndowes of the Halles and Cham- 
bres ben of Criftalle : and the Tables, where 
on men eten, some ben of Emeraudes* sQme 
of Amatyft and s6me of Gold, felle of preci- 
ous Stones ; and the Pileres, that beren up 
the Tables, ben of the fame precious Stories. 
And the Degrees to gori up to his Throne, 
where he fittethe at the Mete, on is of Oni- 
che, another is of Criftalle, and another of 
Jafpregrene, another of Amatyft, another of 
Sardyne, another of Corneline, and the fe- 

vene 
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vene that he fettdhc do his fleet, te tfCri- 
foiy te. And alie theife Degrees ben bordwed 
with fy a Gold, with the totherprctiotts Stones* 
iett with gretc Perks otyent. And the fydes 
of the Segeof kts Throve ben of Ecnerft»de% 
and bordered with Gold Mte nobely, and 
dubbed Midi other precious Stones and grete 
Pedes* And alle the Pilenes in his Chancre, 
ben of fyne Gold with precious Stones, and 
with many Carbondes, that zeven gret fyght 
upon the nyght to alle peple. And fcHe be it 
riiat xhe Charboncle zeve ly^t right y now, 
nfttboles at atte tymes tnennethe a VdleHe of 
Criftalle fidie of Bawme, for to zeven gode 
ftnelle and odour to the Empercnir, and to 
voyden awey alie wyk&ede Eyres and cor- 
Tupdouns. And the forme of his ©edd is of 
fyne Saphtres bended with Gold, for to make 
him ilepen wef, and to rdreynen him from 
Lecherye. fat he wiile not lyze with his 
Wyfes, but 4 fithes in the Zoer, afrte tfee 4 
Cefauro : and that is only for to eogendre 
Children. He bathe alfo a fttlfe fayr Palays 
and a noble, at tb« Cytee of Nyfa where that 
he dweltcche, whan him beft lykethe : but 
the Ayr is not fo attempree, as it is at the 
Cytee of Sv/e. And zee fchutle undkftonde, 
that in alle his Contree, ne in the Con trees 

there 
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timt aile aboute 9 men eteo nogbte bat otjes 
-in the day,, as iqcn don in the Court of the 
grete Chane. Aud fo thei ctcn every day in 
iris Court, tno than 30000 perfones, with 
outCB goeres and comeres. But the 30000 
iperfbaes of his Contf ce, «e of the Coatree of 
the grete Chatty ne fpenden noghte Jo moche 
t*ode, as Jon 12000 of care Contree. This 
£mperour *Preftre John hathe evere more 7 
Kyngcs with him, to (etw him : and thei do- 
fxirtaoa hire Service beierceyn Monetbes. And 
wkh theife Kyages fervea alle weys 7a Dukes 
and 360 Erles. And aile die dayes of the 
Zcer, there eten in his Houfhold and in his 
Court, it Erchebysfhopposand 20 Bislhoppes. 
And the Patriark of feynt TAomas is there, 
as is the Pope here. And the Erchebisfhoppes 
and the Bislhoppes and die Ahbottes in chat 
Contree, ben alle Kynges. And every che of 
theife grete Lordes knowen wel y now the 
attendance of hire Servyoe. The on is May-> 
fter of his Houfhold, another is his Chamber- 
leyn, another ftrvethe him of a Dyflche, a- 
bother of the Cuppe, another is Sty ward, a- 
nother is Marelchalle, another is Prynce of 
his Armes : and thus is he fulle nobely and 
t yally ferved. And his Lond dupethe in ver* 
ry brede 4 Moaethes iqrneyes, and in tengthe 

out 
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but of mefure : that is to feyn, allc the Yfts 
tindir Erthe, that wee fuppofen to ben ud- 
dir us. . 

Befyde the Yk of Tentexoire, thgt is the 
Lond of Treftre Jvbnj is a gret Yie long and 
brode, that men clepen Mtlfterak ; and it is 
in the Lordfchipe of Treftre John. , In that 
Yie is gret ptentfee of Gpdcs. There was 
dwelly nge ibmtyme a rych6 man, and it is 
not longe fithea, and men ckpt him Gathd- 
ionabes ; and he was fulle of Cauteles and of 
fotylk Difceytes ; and he h^dde a fulle fair 
Caftelle, and a ftrong, in a Mountayne, fo 
ftrong and fo noble, that no man cowde cte- 
Yife a fairere ne a ftrengfire. And he had 1& 
murfen alle the Mountayne aboute with. a 
ftrong Walk and 4 fair. And with inne tho 
Walks he had the faireft Gardyn, that ony 
man myghte beholde ; and therein ^ere Trees 
berynge alle maner of Frutes, that ony faan 
cowde devyfe : and there in were alio alle 
maner vertuous Herbes of gbde finelle,* and 
alle other Herbes alfo, that berea faire Floures. 
And he had alfo in that Gardyn, many faire 
Welles; and befide fhp Welles, he had kttf 
make faire Halles and faire Chambres, de-' 
peynted alle with Gold and Azure. And 
there weren in that .place many a dyverfe 

thingeV 
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ithingcs and many dyverfe ftories; and of 
Beftes and of Bryddes, that foqgen fulle de? 
Jedtabely, and mevedeq be craft, that it femede 
that thei wereq cjuyke. Apd he had alio ia 
his Gardynalle maqer of Foules and of Beftes, 
that ony man myghte thenke oq, for tQ have 
pley or defport to beholde hep. And he had 
alfo in that place* the fairefte Damyfelefy 
that myghte bea founde tiqdir the Age of if 
2ere, and the fairefte zoqge ftriplynges, that 
men myghte gete of that fame age : and alie 
thei weren clothed in Clothes of Qold fully 
richely : and he fcyde, that tho weren Aun- 
geles. And he had alfo let make 3 Welles> 
faire and noble, and alle envy round with fton 
of Jafpre,of Criftalle, dyapred with Gold, an4 
fett with precious Stones and grete orient 
Perles. And he had made a Qonduyt undir 

Erthe, fo that the 3 Welles* at his lift, on 
fcholde renne Milk, another Wyn, and ano- 
ther Hony. And that place he clept Vara- 
dys. And whan that eny gode Knyght, that 
was hardy and noble, cam to fee this Rialtee, 
he wolde lede him into his Taradys, and 
fchewen him theife wondirfulle thinges, to 
his defport, and the marveyllous and delicious 
Song of dyverfe Briddes, and the faire Damy- 
feles, and the faire Welles of Mylk, Wyn 
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and hony, plentevous rennynge. And he 
wolde let make dy vcrfe Inftrumentes of Mu- 
fick to fbwnen in an highc Tour, fo mcrily 
that it was joye for to here; and no man 
fcholde fee the craft thereof: And th6, he 
feyde, weren AilngeleS of God, and that placfe 
Was Tdradys, that God had behighte to his 
Frendes, feyenge, 'Dabo vobis Terramfiuen- 
tern lake & Melle. And thanne wolde he 
maken hem to drynken of certeyn drynk, 
where of anon thei fcholden be dronken. And 
thatine wolde hem thinken gretter dely t, than 
thei hadden before. And than wolde he feye 
to hem, that zif thei wolde dy en fof him and 
for his love, that aftir hire Dethe, thei fcholde 
come to his Taradys\ and thei fcholde ben 
of the age of the Damyfeles, and thei fcholde 
pleyen with heito, and zit ben Maydenes. 
And aftir that, zit fcholde he putten hem in 
a fayrere *Paradys> where that thei fchold fee 
God of Nature vifibely, in his Mageftee and 
in his Blifle. And than wolde he fchewe hem 
his entent, and feye hem, that zif thei wolde 
;o fie fuche a Lord or fiiche* a man, that was 
lis Enemye or contrarious to his lift, that thei 
fcholde not drede to don it, and for to be flayn 
therefore hemfelf: for aftir hire Dethe, he 
Wolde putten hem into another *Paradys, that 

was 
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was an 100 fold fairere than ony of the to- 
there : $nd there Ichode thei dwellen with 
the moft faireft Damyfelles that myghte be, 
and pley with hem ever more. And thus 
wenten many dyverfe lufty Bacheleres for to 
fle grete Lords* in dyverfe Countrees, that 
weren his enemyes, and madeh hem felf to 
ben flayn, in hope to have that Taradys. And 
tnus often tyme, he was reversed of his ene- 
myes, be his ibtylle difceytes and falfe Cau- 
teles. And whan the worthi men of the Con- 
tfee hadden perceyved this fbtylle fallhod of 
this Gatholonabesi thei aflembled hem with 
fotce, and aflayleden his Caftelle, add llowen 
him, and deftroyden alle the fait places, and 
alle the nobletees of that Taradys. The place 
of the Welles and of the Wallcs and of many 
other thinges, ben iit apertly fene: but the 
ficheffe is voyded clene. And it is not longe 
gon, fithe that place was deftiroyed, < 
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Cap. XXVIII. 

Of the Develes Hede in the Valeye peri- 
lous } and of the Cafioms of folk in 
dyverfe Ties, that ben abouten^ in the 
. Lordfchipe of Preftre John. 

BESYDE that Yle of Mtftorak, upoii 
the left fyde, nyghe to the Ry vere of 
T&t/oXyis a marveylous thing. There is a 
Vale betwene the Mountayues, that durethc 
nyghe a 4 Myle : and fiimmen clepen it the 
Vale enchaunted ; fome clepen it the Vale of 
Develes, and fome clepen it the Vale perilous. 
In that Vale, heren men often tyme grete 
Tempeftes and Thondres and grete Murmures 
and Noyfes* alle dayes and nyghtes : and gret 
noyfe, as it were fown of Tabours and of 
Nakeres andTrompes, as thotighe it were of 
a gret fefte. This Vale is alle fulle of Develes, 
and hathe ben alle vveys. And men feyn 
there, that it is on of the entrees of Helle, 
In that Vale is gret plentee of Gold and Syl- 
ver 2 wherefore many mys belevy nge men, 

and 



fir John Maundevile, Kt« 341 

and manye Criftene men alfo, gon it\ often 
tyme, for to have of the Threfour e, that there 
is : but fewe comen azen ; and namely of 
the mys belevynge men, ne of the Criftene 
men noather: for thei ben anon ftrangted of 
Develes. And in jnydde. place of that Vale, 
undir a Roche, is an Hed and the Vifage of 
a Devyl bodyliche, fulle horrible and dread* 
fulle to fee, and it febewethe not but the 
Hed, to the Schuldres. But there is no man 
in the World fo hardy, Criftene man ne other, 
but that he wolde ben a drad for to beholdc 
it ; and that it wolde femen him to dye for 
drede ; fb is it hidoufe for to beholde. For 
he bdioldethe every man fb fcharply, with 
dreadfulle Eyen, that ben evere more mevynge 
and fparklynge, as Fuyr, and chaungethe and 
fteretbe fo often in dy verfe manere, with fo 
horrible Countenance, that no man dar not 
neighen towardes him. And fro him ccmethe 
out Smoke and Stynk and Fuyr, and fo 
moche Abhomynacioun, that unethe no man 
may there endure. But the gode Criftene 
men, that ben (table in the Feythe, entren 
welle withouten perile. For thei wil firft 
ichryven hem, and marken hem with the to- 
kene of the Holy Cros ; fo that the Fendes 
ne haa no Power over hem. But alle be it 
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that thci ben with outen pcrile, zit nathelea 
ne ben thei hot with oaten drede, whan that 
thei ieen the peveles vifibely and bodyly aile 
aboute hem, that cpaken fulle many dyverie 
Aflautes and Manaces in Eyr and in Erthe, 
and agafteq hem with ftrokes of Thondre 
blades and of Tempeftes. And the mode 
drede is, that God wole taken Vengeance 
thanne, of that men han mys don azen his 
Wille. And zee ichulle undirftonde, that 
whan my Fellows and I weren in that Vale, 
wee weren in gret thought, whether that wee 
durften putten oure Bodyes in aventure, to 
gpn ip or non, in the proteccioun of God. 
And some of oure Fellowes accordeden to 
enter, and fbmme noght. So there weren 
with as 2 worthi men, Frere Menoures that, 
weren of Lombdrdye^ that feyden, that zif 
pny man wolde entren, thei wolde gon in 
with us. And when thei hadden feyd fo, 
upon the gracyous trad of God and of hem, 
wee leec fynge MafTe, and made every man 
to ben fchry yen and houfeld : and thanne wee 
$ntreden 14 perfonnes ; hut at oure goynge 
out, wee Weren but 9. And fo wee wiften 
nevere, whether that oure Fellowes weren 
loft, or elle turned azen for drede : but wee 
ne feughe hejn o$vcr after : ^nd the* weren 2 
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men of Crece and 3 of Spayne, And oare Or 
ther Fellows, that wolden hot gon in with us, 
thei wenten by another Cofte, to ben before 
us, and fo thei were. And thus wee pafleden 
that periloufe Vale, and founden thereinne 
Gold and Sy lver and precious Stones and riche 
Jewelies gretplentee, both here and there, "as 
us iemed : but whether that it was, as us 
fernede, I wot nere : for I touched none, be** 
caufe that the Develes ben fo fubtyle to make 
a thing to feme otherwife than it is, for to 
difcey ve manky nde : and therfore I towched 
none; and alfo becaufe that I wolde not ben 
put out of my Devocioun : for I was more 
devout thanne, than evere I was before or 
Sifter, and alle for the drede of Fendes, that I 
iaughe in dy verfe Figures ; and alio for the 
gret multy tude of dede Bodyes, that I faughe 
there liggynge be the Weye, be alle the Vale, 
as thoughe there had ben a Bataylle betwene 
% Kynges and the myghtyeft of the Contree, 
and that the gretter partye had ben diicomfy- 
ted and flayn. And I trowe, thai: uqethe 
fcholde ony Gontree have fo moche peple 
with in him, as lay flayn in that Vale* as us 
thoughte; the whiche was an hidoufe fight 
to feen. And I merveylled moche, that there 
w$re$ fo manye, and the Bodyes all hole*, 

Z 4 with, 
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with out*n totynge* But I trowe* that Fendea 
made hem femen to ben fo hole, with otiten 
rotynge. But that myghte not ben to inyii 
avys, that fo raanye fchplde have entred fo 
newely, ne fo manye newely flayn, with out- 
ea ftynkynge atid rotynge. And Bianye of 
hem weren in habite of Criftene men : but I 
trowe wel, that it weren of fuche, that wenten 
in for cavetyfe of the Thrcfoure* that was 
there, and hadden over moche feblenefle in . 
Feithe ; fo that hire Hertes ne myghte not 
taduren in the Beleve for drede. And thcr- 
fbre weren wee the more devout a gtet del : 
and xit wee weren cad doun and beten down 
many tymes to the hard Erthe* be Wyndes 
fcnd Thondres and Tempeftes : but: ever* 
more Cod of bis grace halp us : and fo wee 
paffed that perilous Vale/ with outen perile 
and with outen encombraace. Thanked be 
$lle myghty Godd. 

Aftre this, bexonde the Vale, is a gret Yle* 
where the folk ben grcte Geauntes of x& Fote 
longe or of 30 Fote lodge: and thei han no 
Clothinge, but of Skymws of Beftes* that thei 
hangen upon hem: and thei eten no Bleed* 
but alleraw Flefchc: and thei dry nken My Ik 
of Beftcs ; fox thei ban pleptec of *llc JBdfcyk 

. to. 
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le. Arid thei have none Houfes, to lyen inne. 
And thei eten more gladly mannes Fleflche, 
thanne ony other Flefche, In to that Yle 
dar no man gladly entren t and zif thei feen a 
Schipp and Men th?re inne, anon thei entren 
in to the See, for to take hem. 

And men fey den us, that in an Yle bezon- 
de that, weren Geantes of grettere Stature ; 
sttme of 45 Fote, or 50 Fote long* and as lome 
men feyn, stlme of jo Cubytes long : but 
I faghe none of tbo j for I hadde no loft to go 
to tho parties, becaufe that no man comethe 
nouther in to that Yle ne in to the other, 
but zif he be devoured anon. And among 
tho Geaunte* ben Scheep, als grete c as Oxeu 
here ; and thei beren gret Wolle and roughe. 
Of the Sch&p I have icyn many cymes. And 
men han feyn many tymes tho Geauntes 
taken men in the See out of hire Schippcs* 
aod broughte hem to loud, % in on hond and 
x in another, erynge hem goynge, alle rawe 
and alle quyk. 

Another Yle is there toward the Northe, 
in the See Occean, where that ben fulle 
cruele and ful evele Wommen of Nature ; 
and thei han precious Stones in hire Eyen ; 
and thei ben of that kynde a that zif thei 

• beholdea 
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% beholden ony man with wratthe, thei flea 
him anon with the beholdynge, as dothe the 
Bafilisk. 

Another YIe is there, fulle fair and gode 
and gret, and fulle of peple, where the cuftom 
is fuche, that the firfte nyght that thei ben 
maryed, thei maken another man to lye be 
hire Wifes, for to have hire Maydenhode : 
and therfore thei taken gret Huyre and gret 
Thank. And ther ben certeyn men in every 
Town, that ferven of non other thing ; and 
thei clepen hem CafoHeriz, that is to feyne, 
the Poles of Wanhope. For thei of the Coik 
tree holden it io gret a thing and fo perilous, 
for to have the Maydenhode of a Woman, 
that hem femethe that thei that haven firtt the 
Maydenhode, puttethe him in a venture of his 
Lif. And zif the Husbonde fyndc his Wtf 
Mayden, that other next nyghte, after that 
iche icholde have ben leyn by of the man, that 
is afligned therefore, perauntes for Dron- 
kenefle or for fome other caufe, the Husbohr. 
de ichalle pleyne upon him, that he hathe not 

» Plln. L. 7. C. 2. In eadem Africa ftmVias quafdtm tf- 
fafcinantium, Ifigonus e^ Nymphodorus tradunt, quarum Uu~ 
dattone, intereant Probata, are/cant Arbexes, emoriantttc Itftn- 
tes Ejfe ejufdem generis in Tribajlis t? lily its afiicit I$gonu^ 
quivifu quoque ejfafei'nent ixterimahtque, quos diutitts mt*e*r.- 
iur, itdtis prlcifH^oculis. 
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don his Deveer, in foche cruelle wife, as 
thoughe he wolde have him flayn therfore- 
But after the firfte nyght, that thei ben leyn 
by, thei kepen hem fo ftreytely, that, thei 
ben not fo hardy to fpeke with no man. And 
I asked hem the cade, whi that thei helden 
fuche cuftom : and thei fey den me, tlut of 
old tyme, men hadden ben dede fot deflou- 
rynge of May denes, that hadden Serpentes in 
hire Bodyes, that ftongen men upon hire 
Zerdes, that thei dy eden anon : and therfore 
thei helden that cuftom, to make other men, 
ordeyn'd therfore, to lye be hire Wyfes, for 
drede of Dethe, and to allay e the paftage be 
another, rather than for to putte hem in that 
aventure. 

Aftre that, is another Yle, where that 
Women maken gret Sorwe, whan hire Chil- 
dren ben y born: and whan thei dyen, thei 
maken gret Fefte and gret Joye apd Re- 
velle, and thanne thei caften hem iq to a gret 
Fuyr brenny nge. And tho that loven wel hire 
Husbondes, zif hire Husbondes ben dede, thei 
Caften hem alfo in the Fuyr, with hire Children 
and brennen hem. And thei leyn, that the 
Fuyr fchalie clenfen hem of alle filches and of 
alle Vices, and thei fchulle gon pured and 
dene in to another World, to hir$ {tysbondes, 
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and thei fchulle ledcn hire Children with 
hem. And the caufe whi that they wepen,, 
when hire Children ben born, is this, For 
whan thei comen in to this World, thei co- 
men to labour, forwe and hcvynefle : And 
whi thei maken ioye and gladnefle at hire 
dyenge, is be canfe that, as thei ieyn, thanne 
thei gon to Taradys, where the Ry veres ren- 
nen Mylk and Hony, where that men feen 
hem in ioye and in habandance of Godes, 
with outen forwe and labour. In that YJo 
men maken hire Kyng eveie more be elecci- 
oun: and they ne chefe him nought for na 
NoblefTe ne for no Riccheffe, but fuche an on 
as is of gode maneres and of gode Condici- 
ouns, and therewith alle rightfuile ; and alfi> 
that he be of gret Age, and that he have na 
Children. In that Ylc me& ben fulle righte* 
fulle, and thei don rightfuile Iuggementes ixi 
every caufe, bothe of riche and pore, fmale 
and grete, aftre the quantytec of the trelpas 
that is mys don. And the Kyng may nought 
deme no man to Dethe, with outen aflent of 
his Barouns and other wyfc men of Conieille, 
and that alle the Court accorde therto. And 
zif the Kyng him felf do ony Homy cy die or 
Ony Cryme, as to fle a man, or ony fuche 
cas, he ichalle dye therefore ; but he fchalle 
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hot be flay n, as another man* but men fchulle 
defende in peyne of Dethe, thaD no man be (6 
hardy to make him Companye, ne to ipeke 
with hym, ne that no man zeve him ne Telle 
him ne fcrve him nouther of Mete ne Drynk : 
and fo fchalle he dye in myfchef. Thei fpare 
ho man that hath trefpaced, nouther for love 
ne for favour ne for ricchefle ne for Noblefle, 
but that he fchalle have aftre that he hathe 
don. 

Bezonde that Yle, is another Yle, where i$ 
gret multytude of Folk ; and thei wole not for 
toothing eten Flefche of Hares, ne of Hennes> 
ne of Gees : and zit thei bryngen forthe y 
now, for to feen hem and to beholden hem 
only, But thei eten Flefche of alle other 
Belles, and dry n ken My Ik. In that Contre, 
thei taken hire Doughtres and hire Suftres to 
here Wyfes, and hire othere KynnefwSmen* 
And zif there ben 10 or i% men or mo dwcl- 
lynge in an Hows, the Wif of everyche of 
hem fchalle ben comoun to hem alle, that 
duellen in that Hows ; fo that every man may 
liggen with whom he wole of hem, on o 
nyght, and with another another nyght. And 
zif fche have ony Child, fchc may zeve it to 
what man fche lift, that hathe companyed 
with hirej lb that no man knoweth there, 

whether 



$ j6 The Votage and Tr ova tie of 

\vhether the Child be his or anotheres. And 
fcif ooy man feye to hem, that thei noriflcheh 
other mennes Children, thei anfweren, that 
fo don other men hires. In that Contre and 
be alle Tnde, bed gret plentee df Cokodrilles, 
that is a maner of a long Sefpeht, as I have 
feyd before. And in the nyght, thei dwellen 
in the Watir, and on the day, upon the Lond, 
in Roches and Caves. And thei ete no mete 
in alle the Wynter : but thei lyzn as in a 
Drem, as don the Serpentes. Theile Serpen- 
tcs flen men, and thei eten hem wepynge : 
and whan thei eten, thei meven the over Jo we, 
and noughte the nether Jowe ; and thei have 
no Tonge. In that Contree* and in many o- 
ther bezonde that, and alfo in manye on this 
half* men putten in werke the Sede of Co- 
toun t and thei fowen it every Zeer, and than 
growcthe it in finale Trees, that beren Co- 
toun. And fo don men every Zeer ; fo that 
there is plentee of Cotoun, at alle tymes. 
Item, in this Yle and in many other, there 
is a manner of Wode, hard and ftrong: who 
fo coverethe the Coles of that Wode undir 
the Aflches there offe, the Coles wil duelled 
and abyden alle quyk, a Zere or more. And 
that Tre bathe many Leves, as the Gynypre 
hathe. And there ben alfo many Trees, that 

of 
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bf nature thei V^olc never brenne ne rote i& 
too manere. And there ben Note Trees, that 
beren Notes, als grete as a Mannes Hed. 
There alfo ben many Beftes, that ben clept 
Orafles. In Arabye* thei ben clept Ger- 
fauntz ; that is a Beft ponielee or fpotted ; 
that is but a litylle more highe, than is a 
Stede : but he hathe the Necke a 20 Cuby tes 
long : and his Croup and his Tayl is as of an 
Hert : and he may lofcen over a gret highe 
Hous. And there ben alfd in that Contrefc 
manye Camles, that is a lytille Beft as a 
Goot, that is wylde, and he lyvethe be the 
Eyr, and etethe nought ne drynkethe nought 
at no tyme. And he chaungethe his colour 
often tyme : for men feen him often fcithes, 
now in o colour and now in another colour: 
and he may chaunge htm in to alle maner of 
coloures that him lift, faf only in to red and 
white. There ben alio in that Contree pafc 
fynge gtete Serpentes, sttme of no Fote 
long, and thei ben of dyverfe coloures, as 
rayed, rede, grene and ialowe, blewe and 
blake and alle fpekelede. ' And there ben o- 
there, that han Creftes upon hire Hedes : and 
thei gon - upon hire Feet upright : and thei 
ben wel a 4 Fadme gret or more : and thei 
doellen alle weye in Roches or in Moun- 

tay nes : 



3 5 1 The ffoiage and Travaile of 

taynes: and thei han alle wey the Thtote 
open, of whens thei droppen Venym alle 
weys. And there ben alfo wylde Swyn, of 
many colourcs, als grete as ben Oxen in oure 
Contree, and thei ben alle fpotted, as ben 
zonge Fownes- And there ben alfo Orchounes, 
als grete as wylde Swyn here Wee clepea 
hem Toriz de Sgyne. And there ben Lyouns 
alle whyte, gret and myghty. And there ben 
alfo of other Beftes, als grete and more gret* 
ter than is b a *DeJirere ; and men clepen hem 
Loerancz : and ftm men clepen hem Oden- 
thos ; and thei hah a blak Hed and 3 loqge 
Homes trenchant in the Front, fcharpe as a 
Sword ; and the Body is fclender. And he is 
a fulle felonous Belt : and he chacethe and 
fleethe the Olifaunt. There ben alfo'manye 
other BcUcSy fulle wykked and cruelle, that 
ben not mocheles more than a Bere : and thei 
han the Hed lyche a Bore ; and thei han 6 
Feet: and on every Foote 2. large Clavves 
trenchant: And the Body is lyche a Bere, 
and the Tayl as a Lyoun. And there bea 
alfo My fe, aU grete as Houndes ; and zalowe 
Myfe, als grete as Ravenes. And there ben 
Gees alle rede, thre Tithes more gret than oure 
here : and thei han the Hed, the Nccke and 

*> Eyuus dcxtrArhts, 
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the Bred allfe blak. And many other dyverfe 
Beftes ben in tho Contrees, and eUe where 
there abouten : and manye dyverfe Briddes 
alfo ; of the whiche, it were to longe for to 
telle zou : and therefore t pafle oyer at this 
tyme. 
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1 

Cai>. XXIX. 

* 

Of the GodeneJJe of the folk of the Tie 
of Bragman. Of Kyng Alifandre : 
and wherfore the Emperour of Ynde 
is clept Preftre John. 

AN D bezonde that Yle> is another Yle* 
gret and gode, and plentyfous, where 
that ben gbde folk and trewe, and of gode 
lyvynge, aftre hire Beleve* and of gode 
Fey the.* And alle be it that theiben not crill- 
ned, ne have no perfytLawe, zit nathelesof 
kyndely Lavve, thei ben fulle of alle Vertue* 
and thei efchewen alle Vices and alle Malices and 
alleSynnes. for thei ben not proudene covey- 
tous ne envyous ne wrathefhlle ne glotonns 
ne leccherous ; ne thei don to no man other 
wife than thei wolde that other men diden to 

A a hem: 
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~hem : and jn this poynr, tfiei futlefUIdn the 

xo Commandcmeates of God: and thci zive 
too charge of Aveer nc of Riccheffe : and thei 
lye not, tie thci fwere not, for noo occafi- 
ounybnt thei fey n fymply, ze and nay. For 
thcileyn, Me that fwerethe, will difceyve his 
Neyghbote : and th$tfore alle that thei don* 
thei don it with outen Othe. And men clepert 
that Yle, the Yle of Bragman : and some meat 
depen it the Lend of Fey the. And thorgh 
that Lpnd 9 reanethe a gret RyverQ that id 
clept Thebe. And in generalle, ailc the men 
of tho Yles and of alle the Marches there a* 
bouten, ben mote trewe than in ony othere 
Contrees there abontee, and mote righte folk 
than othere, in alle thinges. In thfct Yle is 
no Thief* ne Mordrere, ne comoun Woman* 
ne porebeggere, ne net ere Was man ilayn*n 
that Contree. And thei ben fit chaft, and le- 
tten lb gode lif, as tho thei w£f en religions 
tnep : and thei fallen alle day es. And becaufe 
A thei -ben io trewe gnd fo fightfulle andfo fulle 
(of alle gdide condidouns* thei wereq neterc 
greved wirh Tempeftes ne vHtb Thondfe ne 
with Leyt ne With Hayl ne with Petty lencef 
ne with Werre ne with "Hnngre ne with nod 
other tribufdecionn, as wee ben many tymes 
Amoves us, for oure Synnes. Wherfore' it 

femetber 
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femethc we], that God lovethe hem and is 
blefed With hire Creance, for hire gpde Pe- 
des. Thci beleven wcl in God, that made 

1 ' ' * \ 

iallc thinges ; and him the) worlchipep. Jind 
tbct prcyfen Qon crthely Ricchefle ; md fo 
thci beo alle right fulle. And thei Jy ven fulle 
ordynatly, and fo fobrely in Met and Prynk, 
that thei lyven right longe. And the mod 
part of hem dyes with ttuten Sykpefle, whap 
nature feylethe hem for elde. And it befelle 
in Kyng Alijandres tyme, that he purpofed 
him tp conquere that YIe, and to maken hem 
fcp holdea of him. And whan thei of the 
Centre herden it, thei fenten MefTangeres to 
him with Lettresj that feyded thus, What 
inay ben y now to that man, to whom alle ths 
World is infuffifant: thou fchalt fynde no 
thing in us, that may caufe the to warren a- 
zeoftus: for wee ^ave no Ricchefle, nenoijc 
Wee covey ten : and ajle the God^s of our Con- 
tree hen in et>m«jn. Pure Mete* that we 
iufteyoe with alle otjre Bodyes, is oure Ric- 
chefle : and ip Aede of trefoure of Gpld and 
Syivcr, wee maken oure Trefoure of Accord 
and Pees, and for to Jtave every man other. 
And for to apparaylle With oure Bodyes, wee 
ufcnalhly lityUe CJout,$9f jo wrappen in oure 
Careynes. Oure Wyfes ne ben jpor arrayed 

Aax for 
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t for to make no man plefance, but only con* 
nable Array, for to efchewc Folye. Whan 
men peynen hem to arraye the Body, for to 
make it femen fayrere than God made it, thei 
don gret Synne:, For man fcholde not devife 
ne aske grettre Beautee,than God hath ordeyn- 
ed man to ben at his Birthe. The Erthe 
mynyftrethe to us x thinges ; oure Liflode, that 
comethe of the Erthe that wee ly ve by, and 
oure Sepulture aftre oure Dethe. Wee have 
ben in perpetuelle Pees tille now, that thou 
come to difherite us ; and alfb wee have a 
Kyng, nought for to do Juftice to every man ; 
for hp fchalle fynde no forfete amonge us; 
but for to kepe noblefle, and for to fchewe 
that wee ben obeyflant, wee have a Kyng. 
For Juftice ne hathe not among us no place : 
for wee don no man other wile than wee de- 
firen that men don to us ; lb that rightwif- 
nefle ne Vengeance han nought to don amon- 
ges us ; fb that no thing thou may take fro 
us, but oure gode Pes, that alle weys hathe 
dured amonge us. And whan Kyng Alifan- 
dre had rad theife Lettres, he thoughte that 
he feholde do gret Synne, for to trouble hem : 
and thanhe he fente hem Surteez, that thei 
feholde not ben aferd of him, and that thei 
feholde kepen hire gode maneres and hire 

gode 
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gode Pees, as thei hadden u(ed before of 
cuftom; and fo he let he a allone. 

Another Yle there is, that men clepen Oxi- 
4rate$ and another Yle, that men clepen Gy- 
nofofhe^ where there is alio gode folk, and 
fulle of gode Feythe : and thei holden for the 
mod party e, the* gode condiciouns and cu* 
ftoms and gode maneres, as men of th? Cpo- 
tree above ieyd : but thei gon alle naked. 
In to that Yle entred Kyng Alifandre* to fee 
the manere. And when he faughe hire grec 
Feythe and hire Trouthe, that was amonges 
hem, hefeyde that he wolde not greveq hem; 
and bad hem aske of him, what that they 
wolde have of hym, RicchefTe or ony thing 
elles; and thei lcholde have it with gode 
wille. And thei anfwerden, that he was rid\e 
y now, that hadde Mete and Drynke to fij- 
fteyne the Body with. For the RicchefTe pf 
this Worlc^ that is tranfitorie, is not worthe : 
but zif it were in his power to make heipi in- 
mortalle, there of wolde thei prey en him, and 
thanken him. And Alifandre anfwerde hem, 
that it was not in his powere to don it; be- 
caufe he was mortelle, as thei were. And 
thanne thei asked him, whi he xvas fo proud 
andfo fierce and fo befy, for to puttenalle the 
^orld uudre his fubjeccioun, righte as thou . 

Aa 3 wer$ 
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were a Gpd; apd haft no tetme of this Ifl& 
neither day ne hour ; and wyfneft to haye| 
alle the World at thi commandement, that 
fchajlc leve the with outen feyle, or thou 
Icve it. And righte a? it hathe ben to othet 
men before the, rigkte fo it fchalle ben to o- 
there aftte the: and from hens fchal tow bere 
fcq thyng; fcrqt 3s thou were born naked, 
righte fo alle naked fchalle thi Body beil turn- 
ed in to Erthe, that thou were made Of. 
Wherfote thou fcholdeft thenke a$d impretfe 
it in thi myride, that nothing is irtntortalie, 
bat only God* that made alle thipg. be the 
whiche anfaere, Alifandre was gtetly alh>- 
neyed and abayft; and alle cbnfafe departe 
frShem. .And alle be it that theyfe folk han 
not the Articles of wire Fythc, as wee hati* 
natheles for hire gode Feythe naturelle, and 
for hire gode entenr, I trowe fulle, that God 
lovethe hem, and that God take fcre Serrpfe 
to gree, right as he di<J of Job, that wis a 
Paynem, and held him frr his trewe Servatint. 
And therfore alle be it that there ben many 
dyverfe Lawes in die World, zit I trowe, that 
Go4 lovethe alweys hem that loven him, an^ 
ferven him mekely in tronthe : and namely* 
hem that difpylen the veyn Glorie of this 
World ; as this fo^k dp* 1 * an ^ W J& $$ *M6 ; 
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tod therforc feydc otwe Lordp> be the mouth© 
Of Oier e the Prophete* bottom eis multiple 
ten Leges mea*. And alio in* another place* 
jgtoi totum Qrbemfubdit fids Legihus. And 
alfo our Lord feytHe in the Golpclk, <<f/w 
0«w& £*&?** que mnfint ex hoc Qtotfi : tjbat 
is $0 fcyne> that he hadde other e SarvauflOes, 
than tho that ben uodhe Cr iftcoe Lawe. And 
to that acordethe the Avifiouo, thap fey no 
SPfcflf* ftughe ft j^^9 how the Aungel cam 
ftom Beyetie, and broughce before hirodiverfe 
fceftes, as Serpenres and other crepyrige Be-* 
Jfcc&of the Ertbe, and of other* alio gret plen* 
tee, and bad him take and efle, Aod Seynt 
2*etir aafweede * I ete neveiy quoth he, of 
tpdetae Beftes. And thanae feyde the Aim- 
gplle, Nbn dicas inmvuda*. qm *£>eus tnunda* 
vit. And that was: in tokens that no man 
feholde have in cfe^ifie non crthely man* for 
here diverfe Lawes; for wee knowe not 
whom God Joyethe, n* whom God batethe. 
And for that eniample, whan men feyn* T>e 
profundisi thei feyn it in comoun and in gene- 
»lle, with th$ Criftene, fro animabus omnium 
4efim€torum> fro quibus fit orandum. And 
therfore (eve I of this folk, that ben fa tre we 
and fo fey thefulle, that God lovethe hem. For 
tic hathe amooges hem many of the Prophe- 
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tes, and alle wcye hathe had. And in tho 
Yles, thei prophecyed the Incarnacioun of • 
oure Lord Jefu Crift, how he feholde bea- 
born of a May den; 3000 Zeer or more, or, 
oure Lord was born of the Virgyne Marie. • 
And thei beleeven wel in the Incarnaciouh, 
and that fulle perfitely : but thei knowe not 
the manere, haw he fuffred his Pafiioun and 
Detheforus. « 

And bezonde theife Yles, there is 'another 
Yle, that is clept Tytan. The. folk of that 
Contree ne tyle not, ne laboure not th6. 
Erthe : for thei * eten no manere thing : and 
thei ben of gode colour, and of faire fchap, 
aftre hire gretnefle : but > the imale ben as 
Dwerghes ; but not fb litylle, as ben the. Pig- 
meyes. Theife men lyven be the imclle of 
wylde Apples: and whan thei gon ony fer 
weye, theiberen the Apples with hem. For 
zif thei hadde loft the favour of the Apples, 
thei fcholde dyen anon. Thei .ne ben not fulle 
refonable: but thei ben fymple and befty- 
alle. , 

a Plin. L. 7. C. 1. Ad extremes fines jfodu, ab Orlente, cir- 
ca fintem Gangis, Aftomorum gentem fine ore, corf ore toto hyr- 
tarn vefliri frondium lanugtne'% halitti tantutn viveniem w odore 
quern narlbus trahant. Nullum tilts Cibum nullumqu'e Potuni: 
tantum Radscttm fiorumque varios odores p> Sylveftrium Malornm, 
quA fecum portant longiore it'tnere ne % defit Olfaclus : graviore 
p aula odore haud difficKlter exanimari. • 
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Aftrethat, is another Yle, where the folk 
ben alle skynned roughe Heer, as a rough . 
Beft, faf only the Face and the Pawme of the 
Hond. Theife Folk gon als wel undir the. 
Watir of the See, as thei don above the Lend, 
alle drye. And thei eten bothe FlefFche and. 
Eiffche alle raughe. In this Yle is a gret 
Ry vere, that is wel a x Myle and an half of 
brede, that is clept w Beumare. And fro that, 
Rivere a 15* journeys in lengthe, goypge be 
theDefertes of the tother fydeof the Ryvere^ 
(whofo myght gon it, for I was not there: 
but it was told us of hem of the Contree, 
that with inne tho Defertesy weren the Trees 
of the Sonne,, and of the Mone, . that fpaken 
to Kyng Alifandre y and warned him of his 
Dethe. And men feyn, that the folk that 
kepen tho Trees, and eten of the Frute and 
of the Bawme that growethe there, ly ven wel 
400 Zeere or 5 00 Zeere, be vertue of the Frut 
and of the Bawme. For men feyn, that 
Bawme growethe there id gret plentee, and 
no where elles, faf only at Babyloyne> as I 
have told zou before. Wee wolde han gon 
toward the Trees fulle gladly, zif wee fad 
myght: butltrowe, that 1 00000 meirof 
Armes myghte not paflen tho Deiertes fafly, 

b WifttAfl. L. 
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for the gret mnltytndc of wylde Bcftes, and 
of grctc Dragoons* and of grete Serpentes* 
that there ben, that flea and devouien alle 
that comen aneyntes hem In that C«*rc 
ben maoye white Olifantes with oaten nonv 
brc, and of Unycornes, and of Lyoans of 
many maneres, and many of fucbe Beftea» that 
I have told before, and of many other hy- 
donfe Belles with omen nombee. 

Many othete Yks there ben in the Lonct 
of Trefire J&tm, and many grete Mervey- 
les, that weren to long to tcllcn atte, bother 
of his Ricchefle, and of his Nobiefie, and of 
the gret plcntce ajfo of precious Stones, due 
he hathe. I trowe that zee koowc wel y 
now, and hafye herd fey e^ wherefore this Em- 
perout is clept Tteftrt Job*. But nathaka 
for hem that knowen not, I fchatle feyc zou 
the canfe. It was famtyme an Emptrour there^ 
that was a worths and a fcile noble Prynce, 
that hadde Criflene Knyghtes in bis comfXh 
nye, as he hathe that is now. So it befellc, 
that he hadde gret lift for to fee th? Service in 
the Chirche, among Criftenmen. A«d thaa 
tta^d Criftcodom hfszpnde the Sce> alle Tmn* 
Jtyfi Surry e, Tsrtsrie % Jerujatem* Tdkfyxtx 
jfrsbyt, HaJappee, and alle the Load of E- 
gyffa SoithefeUc^tbatt^sJ^pcroui: cam, 
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frith aCriftene Kriyght with hta, into a Cbky 
phe in Egypt-, and it wa* thd Sdterday m? 
JVyttJbn woke. And the Bilhop made ordrcs. 
And he beheld and Mend the 4 fervyfe fufle 

tentyfly : And he askede the Criftene Knyght, 
what men of Degree the! fcholden ben, that 
the Prelate had before him. And the Knyght 
anfwerde and fey de, thatthei fcholde ben Pre- 
ttes. And than the Emperour feyde, that he 
wolde no longer ben elept Kyng tie Empe- 
rour, but Preeft ; and that he wolde have the 
fiame of the firft Preeft, that wente out of 
the Chirche : and his name was John. And 
To evere more ftthens, her is clept TreftrA 
John. 

* In his Lond ben manye Criftene men of 
code Fey the and of gode Lawe ; and namely 
6f hem of the fame Gontrce; and ban co« 
lnounly hire Preftes, that fyogen the Meflfc, 
and maken the Sacrement of die Awtier of 
fired, right as the Grtkes don: but the! 
feyn not £> many thmges at the Mefle, as 
men don here. For thei feyenof but only that, 
that the Apoftles feyden, as otrre Lord taugbte 
fccm: righteasfeymyefcrandleyw:7/&*^ 
and the other Apdfttes fongen the Mefle, fey- 
enge the Tater-nfffter, and the wordes of the 
|acrement. But wee have many mo addk*. 
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ouns, that dyvcrfc Popes han made, that thei 
ne knowe not offe. 
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Cap. XXX. 

Of the Hilles of Gold, that Pijfemyes 
kepen : and of the 4 Flodes y that co- 
men from Paradys terreflre. 

TOWARD the Eft partye of Treftre 
Johnes Lond, is an Yle gode and gret, 
that men clepen Taprobantj that is fulle no- 
ble and fulle fru&uous: and the Kyng there- 
of is fulle ryche, and is undre the obey (Tan ce 
of Trejlre John. And alle weys there thei 
make hire Kyng be Eleccyoun, In that He 
ben x Someres and x Wyntres ; and men her- 
veften the Com twyes a Zeer. And in alle 
the Ceibuns of the Zeer ben the Gardynes 
florifht. There dwellen gode folk and refo- 
nable, and mapye Criftene men amonges hem, 
that ben fo riche, that thei wy te not what to 
done with hire Godes. Of olde tyme, whan 
men palled from the Lond of Treftre John 
unto that Yle, men maden ordynance for to 
pafle fry Schippe, 23 day fs or more: but now 

TO 
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men patten by Schippe in 7 dayes. And men 
may fee the botme of the See in many pla- 
ces : for it is not fulle depe. 
' Befyde that Yle, toward the Eft, ben x other 
Yles : and men clepen that on Orille, and 
that other Argyte ; of the whiche alle the ' 
Lond is Myne of Gold anci Sylver. Arid 
tho Yles ben right where that the rede See 
departethe fro the See Occean. And in tho 
Yles men feen ther no Sterres fo clerly as in 
other places: for there apperen no Sterres, 
but only o clere Sterre, that men clepen Ca- 
napos. And there is not the Mone fe^n in 
alle the Lunacioun, faf only the feconde quar- 
teroun. In the Yle alio of this Taprobane, 
ben grete Hilles of Gold, that c Piflemyres 
kepen fulle diligently. And thei fynen the 
pmed Gold, and caften away the unpured. 
And theife Piflemyres ben grete as Houndes : 
lb that no man dar come to tho Hilles : for 
the Piflemyres wolde aflaylen hem and de- 
vouren hem anon; To that no man may gete 
of that Gold, but be gret fleighte. And there- 
fore whan it is gret hete, the Piflemyres re- 
flex* hem in the Erthe, from pryme of the 

c Pit ft. L. 11. C. 31. Indict Formic*— Aurum ex cavernis 
egerunt terr&-—lpfis antcm color Felium, magnitntb Mgypri Lu- 
forum* 
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t>99 4b Co Jtioon t a«d than the fofe of 
CofcW* takfn £aQMyfes, J)rora<s4arjes and 
Hors and other Befl#s, and §99 <&idce> an4 
ibaggSP Jfcmw oil? baQsthat thei may. And 
jtfcre jfcat thei fJeea awey, in alle bafte tftac 
<fce Qp$es 4$ajr €<>i -or .the Ptffcmyre* pome* 
AW of tfee #i?he. And fa ptHer tymcs, what 
if. is*ftt ip ha$ej ao|d tfcat the Pjflemyres of 
*<#en hew not io $e JSjthej than tfcej getcd 
4?o4d he tfos $otyicee » TJiei taken Maretf 
Chat haa zonge Cokes or foles, and l?ya 
upon jbe Maces voyde Veflelle* m^de ther- 
£pre$ .and thei ben alle open ahoveh, ana* 
jbajogyajge Jowe to tbeJCrthe: and thanqe the/ 
fende jEprth tho Mates, for td pafturen aboute 
^ho Jfiftes, and with boidea the Foles wi$ 
ibefn at home. And whan the Piflemyres (en 
thp VeiTelleSj thei lepen in anon, and the* 
Jjao this kynde, that thei Jete no thing oetf 
uempty among hein, but anon thei fjUen it, be 
.it what maner of thing that it be: and fq 
•jthei fillen tho Vefleljes with Cold. And 
whan that the folk fuppofen, that the Ve£ 
felle hen $t)te, thei f utten iprtbe anon the: 
zqnge Foles, and maken hem to nyz^n ajtre 

hire Dames ; and than anon the Mares retor- 
nen towardes hire Foles, with hire charges of 

Cold i and than men difchargen hem, and 

• gcten 
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tstctt Gold j now be this fotyhee. Ear fhe 
tffeinyres wale faflfce* Beftes to goo and 
^aftarea amongea lien ; but no man ia jk> 
miryfc. 

And Bezonde the Lond and die Yies and 
the Defertes of Ptt^ftf >kx Leiriffibip*, 
ia^oyageftreyght toward the Eft, men fynd* 
Nothing but Motmtaynes and Roches &tte 
grete : and there is tbederke Regyoun, where 
no man may fee, souther be day ne be 
toyght, as thei of the Con tree feyn. And that 
Defert, and that (dace of Derkneffe, dt*ren 
fro this Coft unto Taradys t$rreftre ; where 
that Adam oure foremeft Fader, and Ewe 
weren putt, that dwelleden there bat lytylle 
while ; and that is towards the Eft, at the 
begynnyoge of the Erthe. But that is not 
that Eft, that wee dtp owe Eft, on this half, 
where the Sonne rifethe to us : for whennc 
the Sonne is Eft in tho party es, toward Tara- 
dys terreflre 9 k is thanne mydnyght in owe 
prrtes o this half, for the rowncjenefle of the 
%rthe, of die whiche I have towefced to zou 
•before. ^ For oure Lord God made the Erthe 
alle round, in the my dde place of the Finraa- 
ment. And there as Mouotaynes and Hities 
ben, and Valeyes, that is not but only of Nets 
fiode, that -wafted t&e fijfte ground and the 
1 tendro, 



\ 



>< 



+* 







x \ 



$6 8 7&? Foiage and Trabaile df 

tendre, and felle doun into Valeyes: and 
the harde Erthe, and the Roche abyden 
Mountaynes, whan the foft Erthe and tendre 
wax neffche, throghe the Water, and felle and 
becamen Valeyes. 

Of Taradys ne can not I Ipeken pi opurly : 
for I was not there. It is fer bezonde ; and . 
that forthinkethe me: and alio I was not 
worthi: But as I have herd ftye of wyfe men 
bezonde, I fchalle telle zou with gode Wille. 
JParadys terreftre, as wife men leyn, is the 
higheft place of Erthe, that is in aile the World : 
arid it is lb higl*?, that it touchethe nyghe to the 
cercleof theMone, there as the Mone makethe 
hire torn. For fche is fo highe, that the Flode of 
Noe ne myght not come to hire, that wolde 
have covered alle the Erthe of the World alle 
aboute, and aboven and benethen* faf Tara* 
dys only allone. And this Taradys is enclofed 
alle aboute with a Walle ; and men wyte not 
wherof it is. For the Walles ben covered alle 
over with MoflTe ; as it femethe. And it fe- 
methe not that the Walle is S ton of Nature. 
And that Walle ftrecchethe fro the Southe to 
the Northe ; and it hathe not but on entree, 
that is doled with Fyre brennynge ; fo that 
no man, that is mortalle, ne dar not entren. 
And in the moftp highe place of Tardys r 
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fevene in the myddel place, is a Welle^ that 
caftethe out the 4 Flodes, that rennen be dy- 
verfe Londes : of the whiche, the firfl: is clept 
'Phifbn or Ganges, that, is alle on ; and it 
rennethe thorghq out Tnde or Emlak : in the 
whiche Ryvere ben manye precioufe Stones* 
and mochel of Lignu Aloes, and moche gri* 
velle of Gold. And that other Ryvere is clept 
'Kilns or Gyfon, that gothe be Etbfape> and 
aftre be Egypt. And that, other is clept 7i- 
gris, that rennethe be AJJirye and be Arm** 
nye the gretc. And that other is clept En* 
ftate, that rennethe alfb be Medee and be 
Armonye and be Terjye. And men there 
bezonde feynj that all jthe fwete Watres of 
the World aboven and benetheti* t&keii hire! 
begyrinynge of the Welle of Taradys: and 
out of that Welle, alle Watres epmen and 
gon. The firfte Ryvere is clept Thifon, that 
is to feyne in hire langage* Aflemblee: For 
manye othere Ry veres meten hem there, and 
gon in to that Ryvere. And fum men clepen 
it Ganges ; for a Kyng that was in Ijuki that 
highte Gangeresi and that it ran thorge out 
his. Lond. And that Water is in fum place 
clere, and in fum place trouble ; in fum place 
hoot; and in film place cold. The feconde 
Eyvere is clept Kilns or Gyfon: for it is alle 
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weye trouble t and Gyfin* in the langdge of" 

Bthiofti is to fey e trouble ; and in the Ian* 

gage of Egipt alfo. The thridde Ryvere* 

that is clept Tigris? is a* fflocbe for to feye 

as fade reonyoge : for he rennethe more fafte * 

than ony of the tother. And alio there is a 

Bed, that is cleped Tigris, that is fafte rcn- 

nyoge; The fburthe Ryvere is clept Emfrdte s % 

that is to feyne, wel fcerynge ; for there grovr- 

en many eG odes upon that Ryvere, as Comes, 

Urates, aiid ©there Godes y nowe pientee. 

— |/ And zee ichulle undirftonde, that no man 

that is mortelle, ne may not approcben to that 

# ^atadys. For be Londe no man may go for 

Wylde beftes*' that ben in the Defences, and 

lor the highe Motmtayncs and gret huge 

Roches* that no man may padfle by, tot the 

derke places that ben there, and that ntanye s 

And <be the Ry vercs may 00 man go ; for the 

Waiter rconetfce fo rudely and fo fcharply* fcc« 

caufe that 4t ooraethe doua fo o«tragea«fly 

from the highe fflaces aboven, that it ren* 

fiethe in fo grete Wawcs, that no Scbipp may 

not iwwe ne feyfe azenes it : amd the Wane 

rorethe fo, and makethe Co huge noyfe, and 

fo gret tempeft, that <no mat may bcae other 

* ki the Sdtipp, tbonghe fee cryede with aJfc 

•£ the craft thattrc^wde*in«hc byefte Toystkat 

he 
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tie riiyghte, Many grctc Lordes haa aflayed 
with gret wills itiany tymes for to paflen be 
tho Ry veres toward Taradyu with fullc grete 
Company es; but thci myghte not fpeden in 
Hire Viage ; and manye dyeden for wery- 
hefle of rowynge *zenft tho ftrooge Jfrawes $ 
and many of hem becamen blynde, and many 
deve, for the noyfe of the Water ; find sflme 
weren periflcht and lofte, with inne the 
Wawes: So that no mortelle man may appro-, 
chfc to that plate, With ottteji fpccyalle grace 
bf God: fo that of that place I eao feye zou 
bo more. And therfore I fclialie holde me 
ftille; and rctornen to that that I have feen. 




Cap. XXXI. 

Of the Cuftotns of Kynges, and othere 
that dwellen in the Ties cofiynge to 
Preftre Johnes Lond* And of the 
Worfchipe, that the Sone dot he to the 
Fader, whan he is dede. 

FROM tho Ylcs, that I have fpoken of 
before, in the Load of Treftre John, 
that beo uodre JEr the as to us, tljat hen o 
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this half, and of other Ylcs, that ben more 
furthere bezonde ; who fo wil, purfuen hem, 
for to comen azen right to the parties that he 
cam fro; and fb environne alle Erthe: but 
what for the Yles, what for the See, and 
what for ftrong rowynge, fewe folk aftayen 
for to pafTen that paflage ; alle be it that men 
my ghte don it wel, that myght ben of pow* 
er to drefle him thereto ; as I have leyd zon 
before. And therfore men returnen from tho 
Yles abovefeyd, be other Yles coftynge fro 
the Lond of Trejirejobn. And thaflne co- 
men men in returnynge to an Yle* that is 
clept: Cafon : and that Yle hathe wel 60 jor- 
neyes in lengthe, and more then 5*0 in brede. 
This is the befte Yle, and the belle Kyng- 
dom, that is in alle tho partyes, out taken 
Cathdy. And zif the Merchauntes ufeden als 
moche that Contre as thei don Cathay, it 
wolde ben better than Cathay, in a ichort 
While. This Contree is fulle wel enhabyted, 
and fo fulle of Cy tees, atid of gode Towne*, 
and enhabyted with peple, that whan a man 
gothe out of o Cy tee, men ieen another Cy- 
tee, evene before hem : and that is what par- 
tye that a man go, in alle that Contree. In 
that Yle is gret plentee of alle Godes for to 
ly Ve with* and of alle manere of Spices. And 
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there hen grete Foreftes of Chefteynes. The 
Kyng of that Yle is fulle "ryche and fulje 
rnyghty: and natheles he holt his Lond of 
the grete Chane, and is obeyflant to hym. 
For it is on of the ix Provynces, that the 
gret Chane hathe under him, with outen bis 
propre Lond, and with outen other lefle 
Yles, that he hathe: for he hathe fulle 
manye. 

From that Kyngdom comen men, in re- 
turnynge, to another Yle, that is clept Ry- 
tot he: and it is alfo under the grete Chane. 
That is a fulle gode Contree, and fulle plen- 
tefous of alle Godes and of Wynes and Frur, 
and alle other Ricchefle. And the folk of 
that Contree ban noqe Houfes : but thei dwelr 
len and lyggen alle under Tentes, made of 
black Feme, by alle the Contree. And the 
princypalle Cytee> and the mod royally 15 
alle walled with black (Ion and white* And 
alle the Stretes alfo ben pathed of the fame 
Stones. In that Cytee is no man ib hardy, 
to fchede Blode of no man* ne of no Belt, N 
for the reverenoe of an Ydole, that is wo»- 
fchipt there. And in that Yle dwellethe the . 
Pope of hire Lawe, that they clepen Lobajfy. 
This Lobajfy zevethe alle the Benefices, and 
$Ue oriic; Pigpytees* and alle other twinge*, 
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that belongen to the Ydole. And alle tho 
that holden qny thing of hire Chirches, Re* 
ligiousand otherc, obey en to him; as men, 
iJon hire to the Pope of Rome . 

In that Yle thei haft a Cuftom, be alle the 
Contree, that whan the Fader is ded or* onjf 
man, and the Sorle lift to do gret Wotfchlp* 
to his Fader, he fendethe to alle bis Fretfdes, 
and to alle his Kyn, and for religious men 
and Preeftes, and for Mynftralle alio, gret 
plentee. And thanne men bereft the dedc 
Body unto a gret Hille, with gret joye and 
folempnyte. And when thei haft brought it 
fhider, the chief Prelate fmytethe of the 
Hede, and leythe it upon a gret platerd of 
Cold and of Sylver, zif lb be he b^ a rlche 
man ; and than he takethe the Hede to *he 
Sone: and thanne the Sone add his Oth^r. 
Kyn fyngen and fcyn many* Orifouns : and 
thanne the PreftcJ, and the religious men, 
fmyten alle the Body of the deds man in pa- 
ces : and thanne thei feyn certeyn OHlbunL 
And the Fowles of rayeyae of alle the Con- 
tree abouten knowtn the cuftoffi of long tyme 
before, and cdftlen fleeoge aboven in the Eyf, 
as Egles, Gledes, tlavene$ and othere Fottles 
of raveyne, that eten Flefche. And than the, 
pteeftes caften the gabettes of the Flefche • 
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and than the Foules eche of hem takethe that 
he may, and gothe a litille theqs and etethc 
it : and fb thei don whils ony pcce laftethe of 
the dede Body. And aftre tbat, as Preeftes 
amonges us fyngen for the dede, Subvenite 
Janfti 7)ei, &c. right fo the Preeftes fyngeq 
with highe voys .in hire Langage, Behold* 
ethe how fo worthi a man, and how gode 
a man this was, that the Aungeles of God 
comen for to fechen him, and for to bryngen 
him in to Taradys. And thanqe femethe it 
to the Sone, that he is highliche worfchipt* 
Whan that manye Briddes and Foules and Ra- 
Veyne comen and eten his Fader, And he 
that hathe moft nombre of Foules, is mofl 
worfchiped. Thanne the Sone bryngcthe 
hoom with him alle his Kyn, and his Frendes* 
and alle the othere to his Hows, and make** 
the hem a gret Fefte. And thanne alle his 
Frendes maken hire avaunt and hire Daly- 
ance, how the Fowles comen thider, here 5> 
here 6, here 10, and there 20, and fo for the: 
gnd thei rejoyflen hem hugely for to fpeke 
there of. And whan thei ben at Mete, the 
Sone let brynge forthe the Hede of his Fader, 
and there of he zevethc of the Flefche to his 
ittpft fpecy^lle Frendes, in ftedq of* Entre 

*Piynft. E.i,z, 3,4. 

8b 4 Mefie 
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IVJefle, pr a Sukkarke. And of the Brayq 

panne, be letethe make a Cuppe, and there. 

of drynkethe he and his other Frendes alfo, 

with gret Devpcipun, in remembrance of the^ 

Ijoly man, that the Aungeles of God han eten. 

And that Cuppe the Sope fchalle kepe tq 

drynkenof, alle hjs lif ty ipe, iji remembrance; 

Qf his Fad jr. 

from that Loqd, jn retiirnynge be 10 jor- 
neys thorgp put the Lonfl of the grete Chane^ 
is another gode Yle, and a gjet Kyngdom^ 
where the Kyng is fulle riche apd royghty. 
And amonges the riche men of his Contree, 
is a paflynge riche man, that is no Prynce, 
ne Duke ne Ejl ; but he hathe mo that holden 
pf him Londes and other Lordfchipes : for he 
is more rich?. For he h^the every zeer of 
jinnuelle Rent? 3poqoo Hors ^h^rg^d with 
porn of dy verle Greynps anc^ of Ryzs : apd 
fo he ledethe 3, fulle noble Lif, and a dely- 
cate, aftre the cuftom of the Contree. For 
lie hathe every day, 50 fair Damyfeles, alle 
Maydenes., that ferveq him everejnore it his 
JMete, and for to lye be heip o nyght, and 
for to do with hem that is to his plefance. 
And whan he is at the Table, thei bryngea 
him hys Mete at every tyme, 5 and 5 to gQ- 
dre. And in bryngynge hire Servyfe, thei 
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fyngen a Song. And aftre that, thei kutfeu 
his Mete, and putten it in his Mouthe : for 
he toucheth? no thing ne handlethe nought, 

but holdethe evere more his Hondes be- 

• 

fore him, upon the Table. For he hathe 
fo longe Nayles, that he may take no thing, 
ne handle no thipg. For the Nobleflfe of that 
Contree is to have longe Nayles, and to make 
hem growen alle weys to ben as longe as men 
may. And there ben manye in that Contree, 
that han hire Nayles fo longe, that thei en- 
yyronqe alle the Hond : and that is a grec 
^lobleile. Afld the Nobleflfe of the Women, 
is for to haven fmale Feet and litille : and 

r 

therfore anon as thei ben born, they leet 
bynde hire Feet fo ftreyte, that thei may not 
growen half as nature wolde: And alle weys 
fheiie Damyfeles, that I fpak of beforn, fyn- 
gen alle the tyme that ttts riche man etethe : 
and whan that he etethe no more of his firfte 
pours, thanne other 5- and $ of faire Damy- 
feles bryngen him his feconde Cours, alle 
weys fyngynge, as t^ei dide beforn. And fo 
thei <Ion conty nuelly every day, to the ende 
pf his Mete. And in this manere he ledethe 
his Lif. And fo dide thei before him, that weren 
his Aunceftres ; and fo fchulle thei that co- 
rnea aftre him, with outen doyngc of ony 

P.edes 
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Dedes of Armes : but ly ven evere more t hu$ 
in efe, as a Swyn, that is fedde in Sty, foir to; 
ben made fatte. He hathe a fulle fair Pa- 
lays and mile riche, where that he dwellethe 
inne : of the whiche, the Walles ben in cyr- 
cuyt z Myk : and he hathe with inne many 
faire Gardynes, and many fairc Halles and 
Chambres, and the pawment of his Halles and 
Chambres ben of Gold and Sylver. And in 
the myd place of on of hys Gardynes, is a 
lytylle Mountayne, where there a is Iitylle 
Medewe : and in that Medewe, is a Iitylle ^ 
TootbUle with Toures and Pynacks, alle of 
Gold : and in that Iitylle Toothille wofe he 
fytten often tyme, for to taken the Ayr and 
to defporten bym : for that place is made for 
no thiog elles, but only for his Defport. 

Fro that Contre^ men comen be the lond 
of the grete Cbane alfo, that t have fpokea. 

ofbefbre. 
And zee fchulle undirftonde, that of alte 

tbeifcContrecs, andofalletheifeYIes, and of 

alle the dyvcrfe folk, that I have fpoken of 

before, and of dy verfe Lawes, and of dy vet- 

fe Bdeeves that thei han; zitis there non of 

hem aJlc, but that thei han fum Refoun with^ 

$n hem and unduflondynge, but zif it be the, 
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fcwere : and that han certeyn Articles of oqrc 
Feithe and stlme gode poyntes of, oure Be- 
leeve ; add that thei bclceven in Qod, that 
fprmcde alle thioges and made the World $ 
and cl^pcD him God of Nature; aftr e that the 
Prophete feythe, Et mtuent eum omnes fines 
Terte : and alio in another place, ptnnes gen* 
tes fervient ei : that is to feynj, Alle filk 
fckalle Jeruen him. But zit thei cone not 
fpeken- perfytly ; (for there Is no man to 
techen hem) but only that thei cone devyfe 
be hire naturelle Wytt. For thei han no 
knoule^hf of the $one, ne of rhe Holy God: i 
But thei cone alle fpeken of the Bible : and 
namely of Qeqejis, of the Pfophetes Lawes, 
and of the Bokes of Mqyfes. Aud thei feyn 
wel, that the Creatures, that thei worfchipen, 
ne ben no Gbddes : but thei worfchipen hem, 
for the Vertue that is in hem, that may not 
be, but only be the grace of God. And of 
gimulacres and of Vdoles, thei feyn, chat 
there ben no folk, but that thei han Simula- 
cr es : and that the! feyn, for we Cnftene men 
nanYmages, as of oure Lady, and of ©there 
Seyntes, that wee woffchipen 5 nohte the 
Ymagesof Tree <Jr of Ston, but the, Seyntes, In 
whoos name thei ben made afrre. For rights 
^s the Bokcs of t^e Scripture of hem techen 
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the Clcrkcs, how and in what manere thei 
fchulle beleeven, righte fb the Ymages and 
the Peyntynges techen the lewed folk to wort 
fchipen the Seyntes, and to have hem in hire 
my nde ; in whoos name that the Ymages bea 
made aftre. Thei feyn alfo, that the Aun- 
geles of God fpeken to hem in tho Ydoles, 
find that thei don manye grete Myracles. 
And thei feyn Sothe, that there \s an Aun- 
gele with in hem ; for there ben x maner of 
Aungeles, a gode and an evelle; as the 
Grekes feyn, Cacho and Calo ; this Cacbo is 
the wykked 'Aungelle, and Calo is the gode 
Aungelle: but the tother is not*Mfe gode 
Aungelle, but the Wykked Aungelle, that is 
With inne the Ydoles, for to difceyyen hem, 
and for to meyntenen hem in hire errour. 

There ben manye other dy verfe Contrees 
and manye other Marveyles braoode, that I 
have not fequ; wherfore of hetp I cannotfpeke 
propurly, to telle $ou the manere of hem. 
And alio in the Contrees where I have ben. 
l>en manye dy verfitees of manye wondir fullie 
thinges, mo channel make mencioun of. For is 
were to longe thing to devy fe zou the manere. 
And therfore that that I have deviled zou of 
f erceyn Contrees,. that I have fpoken of be- 
fore, I befecbe zoure worthi and excellent 

Nobleflb 
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Noblefle, that it fuffife to zoii at this tymef. 
For zif that I devyfed zou alle that is bczondc 
the See, another man peraunter, that ttoldi 
peynen him and travaylle his Body for to go in 
to tho Marches, for to encerche tho Contrees, 
myghten ben blamed be my Wordes, in reher- 
cynge manye ftraunge thinges. For he mygh- 
ten not feye no thing of newe, in the whiche 
the hereres myghten haven outher folace or 
defport or luft or lykynge in the herynge. fdt 
men feyn alle weys, that newe thynges and 
newe tydynges ben plefant td here. Wherfof t 
I wole holde me ftille, with outen ony more 
rehercyng of dyverfiteez or of marvaylles, 
that ben bezonde, to that entent and ende, 
that who fo wil gon in to the Contrees, he 
fchalle fynde y nowe to fpeke of, that I have 
not touched of in no wyfe* 

And zee fchulle undirftonde, iif it lyke zoti, 
that at myn Horn comynge, I cam to Rome, 
and fchewed my Lif to oure holy Fadir the 
Pope, and was aflToylled of alle that lay in my 
Confcience, of many a dy verfe grevous poy nt : 
as men moften nedes, that ben in company, 
d welly ng amonges fo many a dy verfe folk of 
dyverle Se&e and of Beleeve, as I have ben. 
And amonges alle, I fchewed hym this Trerys, 
that I had made atcre informacioun of men, 

' that 
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that koeweq of thioges, that I bad not ffce# 
my (elf; aad alfp of M arveyles and Cuftomcs, 
that I hadde feen my (elf; as fer as Cod wolde 
zeve me Grace : aad befoughte his hply Fadir- 
bode, that my Boke iflyghteo be enamyned 
and corrected be ayys of his wyfe anddifcreet 
Coqfejlle. And owe holy Fadir, of his ipo- 
cial grace* remytted my Soke to beo examyned 
and preved be the Avys of his fcyd Conieiiie. 
Be the whiehe, my Boke was preeved fof 
trewej in fo moche that thci ichewed me a 
ik>ke» that my Boke wis examynde by, that 
comprehended falle moche more, be an hun- 
dred pirtj bethewhiche, the Map fa Mundi 
was made after. And fo my Boke (allc be it 
that many men ne lift not to zeve credence tel 
no thjog, but to that that thei feen with hire 
Eye, ne be the Au&our ne the perfbne never 
j(b trcwe) is affermed and proved be onrc holy 
Fadir, in matter and forme as I have feyd. 

And I John Maundevylk Knygbte above- 
fcyd, (allc thoughe I be un worth}) that de- 
parted from oare Centres and pafiad the See» 
the Zeet of Grace i%%%. that have patted ma- 
my Lood«9 and nwoye Ties and Contraes, 
aptd cerched manye folic ftraunge places, and 
Jiave ben in many a folic gpde hoaourableCom- 
pinye,aad atmany »&irc Dedcof Arme6,(aJle 

fee 
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fee it that I dide none my felf, for my n unable 
infaffifance) now I am comen Horn (mawgree 
toy felf ) to refte : for Gowres, Artery kes* that 
ine diftrcynen, tho diflynen the ende of my 
labour, azenft my wilie (God knowethe.) And 
thus takynge Solace in my wrecched refte, 
rccordyoge the tyme paflcd, I have fulfilled 
theife thinges and puree hem Wry ten in this 
Boke, as it wolde come in to my mynde, the 
Zeer of Grace 135-6 in the34Zeer thatl de- 
jpartede from oure Contrees. Wherfore I preye 
to alJe the Rederes and Hereres of this Boke, 
zif it plefe hem, that thei wolde prey en to God 
for me : and I fchalle preye for hem. And alle 
tho that feyn for me a Tater nofter, with an 
Ave Maria, that God forzeve me my Syn- 
ne$, I make hem parteneres and graunte hem 
part of alle the gode Pilgrymages and Of alle 
the gode Dedes, that I have don, zif ony be 
to his plefance : and noghte only of tho, but 

of alle that erere I fchalle do imtp my lyfes 
ende. And I befedhe Almyg^cy God, fro 
whom alle Godcaedc and Grace comethe fro, 
that he vouchefaf, qfhis eicoeltent Mercy and 
habundant Grace, to lufle fylle hire Soules 

with infbiracioun of t&e Holy Goft, in ma- 
kynge defence of alle hire godly Enemyes 
here in Erthe, to hire Salvacioun, bothe of 

Body 
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body and Soule ; to worfchipe and thankynge 
of him, that is three and on, with omen be- 
gynnynge and withouten endynge; that isy 
with outen qualitec, good, and with outeti 
quanty tee, gret ; that in allc places Is prefect* 
and alle thinges conteynyuge; the whiche 
that do goodneife may amende, ne non evelle 
empeyre; that inperfeyte Trynytee Iyvethtf 
and tegnethe God, be alle Worldes and be alle 
tymes. Amen, Amen, Amen. 
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The French Manuscripts go 

on, as followeth. 

LA Cope de la Lettre . maunde ovefque 
fejl Efifipfi a tres noble Trince Mon- 
Jkur Edward de Wyndefbre, Roy de Efagle- 
terrc S) de Fraunce, far Monjieur Johii de 
Maunde ville Autour fuis dit. 

Principi excellentifiimo, pre cundtis morta- 
libus precipue venerando, Domino Edwardo; 
Divina Providentid, Francorum & AngkrUm 
Regi fereniflimo, Hibernie Domino, Aqiii- 
tanie Duci, Mari ac ejus Infulis occidentali- 
bus dominanti, eufamie & ornatui,* univerfb- 
rutpque Arma gerentiiim tutori, ac Probitatis 
& Strenuitatis exemplo ; Principi quoque in- 
vito, niirabilis Alexandrl fequaci, ac univerfd 
Orbi tremendo; cum Reverentia, non qua 
decer, (cum ad talem & rantam Reverehciani 
minus iufficientes extiterint) fed qua parviras 
& poflibilitas mittentis & offerentis fe eXten- 
Sunt) Contenta tfadahtur. 
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Obsolete Words: 



A. 

ABayft, Ajhamed 
Ademand, Laadftcne 
, Agafte, Affright 
iille only," Alone 
Allynges, Altogether 
Als, As 

Amyralles, Admirals 
Anne, Ananas 
Aneyntes, Againfi 
Apertly, Plainly 
Arbery, Trees 
Arrere, Baife 
Arwe, Arrow 
Askes, Ajhes , 
Affay, Prove • 
Affoille, Loofe 
At, With' 
Atstcmprecy Temp orate 



Aveer, Having 
Avcnture, Chance 
Anguryiies, Fortune-tellers 
Avowc, Vow 
Avowtric, Adultery 
Autier, Altar 
Avys, Advice 
Aien," Again 

BAbewyne, Baioo» 
Barettc, Fraud 

Be, By , 
Beclyppe, CurdU ' 
Behcfte, Promife 
Behighte, Bequeathe! 
Behotynge, Promifing 
Bended, Bound 
Beftyalle, Catell 
Bethe, Be 



Betoke; 



K 
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Betoke, Gave 
Boughte, Redeemed 
Bougiers, Bulgaria 
Boylt, Box 
Brace, Arm 
Brenne, 'Burn 
Bridde, Bird 
Bufcaylle, Bufhes 
But, Except 
Byggere, Buyer 

C. 

CAlveren, Calves 
Carcyne, Carcafs 
Catelle, Goods 
Cautele, \ r „^ 
Cawtele,J Cr ^ 
Cefoun, Pojjejpon 
Chamberere,, Chambermaid 
Charge, Care 
Chefteynes, Chefinuts 
Cheve, Rife 
'Cheventeyn, Chieftain* 
Claretee, Brightness 
Cleped, Called 
Colver, Dove 
Comaynz, Commons 
Compas, Circle 
Connable, Convenient 
Conne, Know 
Coft, Coaft 
Coftynge, Bordering 
Covenable, -Convenient 
Culver, Dove 
Cumanc, Ten Thoufand 
Cylours, Ceiling 

D, 

DEane, Diana 
Definite, Want 
Scfcndq, Oblige, Torbid; 



Degrees, Steps, Generation 
Delyverly, Deliberately 
D era en, Judge 
Departe, Divide 
Dere, Dare 
Dereworthe, Dear 
Defparple, Difperfe 
Defpcnfer, Steward 
Defport, Paftime 
Deftrere, A Horfe 
Deve, Deaf 
Deveer, Duty 
Devifed, Divided 
Difpytous, Spiteful 
Doel, Sorrow 
Doughty, Mighty 
Dure, Endure , 
Durethe, Reacheth 
Dyghte, Deckt 

E. 

EFT, Afire 
Eftfones, Afterward . 
Elde, Age 
Enleved, Inlaid 
Enoumbre, Overfhadow 
Enter, Bury 
Enurnbre, Overjhadow. 
Ere, Till , 

Efchewe, Avoid , 

Everiche, Every 
Eyen, Eyes 
Eyr, Air 

Eyren, Eggee ; 

Eyfelleji Vinegar 
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FAdme, fathom 
Fayrery, Leifurely 
Fedme, Fathom 
Felonous, Cruel 
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Fenjynye, Women 
Fend, fiend 
Fer, Far 
Fere, Commons 
Fertre, Biere* 
Fetten, Fetch 
Flee, Flea 
Fleyghe, Flie, Fled 
Fiom, River . 
Fole, Fool 
Forby, Thereby 
Forcelette, Fort 
Fordoii, Undoe 
Forfete, Wrong 
Forfothe, Truly 
Forthinke, Repent . 
Foffe, Ditch 
Froraward, Fro ward 
Frote, Rub 
Fyn, Fine 
Fynt, Findeth 

G. 

• »• . 

GEne, Genua 
Gentyles, Gentry 
Geltss, Jefts 
GiMene, Gilded 
Gobettes, Pieces 
Grace, Favour 
Grave, Bury 
Gravely, Gravelly 
Grece, Step K ' 
Gree, Favour 
Greu, Greek 
Guyfe, Fajbiog # 

Han, ffo™ 

Hede, Heed* Cars, Head 



Heer, Hair s 

Helc, ifca//£ 

lielynge, Covering 

Hera, I/*;* 

Herberyhgage, Entertainment 

Heiberwe, Entertain, Harbour 

Here, rfo/> 

Herethe,' Hear ye 

Heved, Heed,"? ., , 

Hed, Hede, . S 

Hidrewards, Till now 

Hiere, Higher 

Hight, Was called ' 

Him, Him/elf 

Hire, Her, Their 

Holt, Holdeth 

Howfele, Communicate 

Hucche, Ark 

Huyre, Hire 



L 



JAnewey's, Genoefe 
Inhabitable, Not habitable 
^onkes, Rujhes 
Joutes, Goards 

K. 

< 

4 

~*T Epe, Heed 

J\». Knave, Male, Servant, 

Kyndely, Natural 



s 



L. 

LArgenefle, Breadth 
Laften, Keep 
Latyneres, That [peak Latin 
Lawe, Religion " 

Leche, Valet' 
Leet, Suffer to be 
Leeven, Believe 
Leme, Limb^ 

•"'■•*• Lemman, 
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,emman, Sweetheart 
♦entone, Time of Lent 
-ette, Stop 

Lever, Rather 

Lewd, Lewe, The Laitie 

Leyte, Lightning 

Liche, Like 

Lodes man, Pilot 

Lyche, Like 

Lyggynge, Lying; 

Lyrs, Lice 

M, 

MAnaCe, Threaten 
Marches, Countries 
Marchethe, Joyneth 
Mareyes, Meres 
Mawgree, Jnffightof 
Mawndee, Loft Suffer 
Meddle, Mingle 
Mede, Reward 
Menoure, Minor 
Meridionale, Southern 
l^lefelle, Leprous 
Meynee, Own People 
Mochel, Much 
Monkc, Monkey 
Montance, Amount 
^lorc, Bigger 
Morwe, Morrow % 
Moutance, Maintenance 
Mowc, May 
Mure, Wall 
Myne, Dig . 
Myrour, Loofyg-Glafs 
Myrs, Bogs 



I 



N. 



NAtheles Neverthelefs 
Nempne, Name 
Neffche, Soft 



Neyghe, Affroehe 
Nobelyche, Nobly 
Noght, Not 
Nolde, Would net 
Not, Nought 
Note, Nut 
Nys, Is not 

O. 

i 

OOn, One 
j Or, Ere 
Orfray, Overlay 
Over, Beyond 
O intake, Except 

P. 

t 

PAas, Paces 
. Pathe, Pave 
Paument, Pavement 
Pay jerries, Pagans 
Perauntes, Peraunter, Perhaps, 
Pes, Peace 
Pefe, Pea 
Peyne, Take fains 
Pighte, Pitcht 
Plenerly, Fully 
Plefance, Liking 
Pleyn, Full 
Pleyne, Complain 
Prevytee, Secret . 
Purpre, Purfle 
Pytous, Pityous 
R. 

RAthere, Lower 
Recchen, Efieem 
Reme, Rewme, Realm 
Remewen, Remove 
Rewme, Reme, Rtalm % 
Reyne, Rdty 
RightefuBe, Righteous 

Righte- 
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